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.  Settlement  of  the  French  in  the  American  Jjlands, 

HISTORY  entertains  us  with  nothing  but  book 
the  accounts  of  conquerors,  who  have  em-      ^"^- 
ployed  themfeives  at  the  expcnce  of  the  lives  and  Q«Nni 
the  happinefs  of  their  fubjcfts  in  extending  their  '""{^J^ 
dominions}    but  it  doih  not  fet  before  our  eyes  ***i>iiih. 
the  example  of  one  fovereign  who  hath  thought  loniM. 
of  reftraining  the  limits  of  them.     Would  not 
this  lincafore,  however,  have  been  as  prudent  as 
the  otlier  has  been  fatal,  and  may  we.  not  judge 
Voi.VI.  B  of 
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$  HISTORY  OP  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

•  o  *  *  of  the  extent  of  empires,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we 
\_M  /mj  doof  the  increafeof  population?  AviHttm^re, 
ami  ao  immenfe  population,  may  be  two  great 
evils.  Let  there  be  few  men,  but  let  them  be 
happy  i  let  the  empire  be  fmall,  but  well  go- 
verned. The  fate  of  fmall  ftates  is  to  be  ex- 
tended, and  of  Urge  oncq  to  be  difmembered» 

Thx  iocreafe  of  power,  which  moft  of  the  go- 
vernments of  Europe  have  Battered  themfelves 
with,  from  their  pofleinoas  in  the  New  World* 
hath  for  too  long  a  time  Mgaged  my  artetltion* 
not  to  have  induced  me  frequently  to  conftder 
within  myfetf,  or  to  inquire  of  men  more  enlight- 
ened, what  idea  it  was  proper  to  entertain  (^ftttle- 
ments  formed  at  fo  much  expence,  and  with  lb 
much  labour,  m  another  hemifphere. 

DoTtt  ouf  iral  happioeis  rehire  the  ei^oyment 
of  the  things  which  we  go  in  fearch  of  at  fuch  a. 
dift«BC«  2  U  it.  our  fate  for  ever  to  pcrleveie  in 
fuch  fa£litlous  inclinations  i-  Is  man  born  eter- 
nally to  wander  between,  the  fky  and  the  waters  ?' 
U  he  a  bird  of  paifage,  or  doth  he  refemble  other 
ahtmals,  whofe  moft  diftant  exenrfioos  are  ex- 
ceedingly limited  ?  Can  the  articles  of  commerce 
■we  derive,  from  thence  be  an  adequate  compcofa^ 
'  tion  for  the  loft  of  the  citizens  who  leave  their 
<:ouqtry;^  to  pcrifb,  either  by  the  diforders  wicJl 
which  they  are  attacked  during  their  voyage,  or 
by  the.  climate  at  their  arrival  i  At  fuch  confi- 
derable  diftance,  what  influence  cap  the  laws  of' 
the  mother-country  have  upon  the  fubje<fls  ?  and 
and  how  will  their  obedience  to  thoft  laws  Be  en- 
forced? Will  not  the.  abfence  of  the.  witneffcs, 
"    and 

■   ;  '  t 
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and  judges  of  our  afHiions,  neceflarily  induce  cot-  * 
rupcion  in  our  inannerSi  and  occarion  in  time  the  "- 
iiibverfion  of  the  moft  wife  inflitutions,  when 
Virtue  and  juftice,  which  arc  the  bafis  on  which 
tiutf  are  founded,  Oiall  no  longer  fybEfl:  ?  By 
what  firm  tie  Aiall  we  fecujre  a  polTeflloni  from 
which  we  are  feparated  by  an  immcnfc  interval  ? 
Hath  the  individual,  who  paQes  his  whole  life  Ja 
voyagesi  any  idea  of  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm  ?  and 
among  all  the  countries  he  is  obliged  to  traverl1>» 
is  -there  any  one  which  he  fttll  confidcrs  as  hi& 
ova  i  Can  colonies  intereft  themfclves  co  a  cer- 
tain degree  in  the  misfortune^  Of  profpcrity  of 
the  mother-country  ?  and  can  tht  mother-coun- 
try be  rery  fincerely  rejoiced  or  afflicted  at  the 
late  of  the  colonies  i  Do  not  the  people  feel  a 
fircmg  propenfityi  either  of  governing  thetnfelres,.. 
or  of  giving  tbemielves  up  to  the  firft  power 
which  hath  ftrength  enough  to  get  poiTdlion  of 
them?  Are  not  the  directors,  ient  over  to  go- 
vern them,  confidcred  ai  tyrants,  who  would  be 
deftroyed,  were  it  not  for  the  rtfpoBi  borne  t9. 
ths  perfon  whom  they  reprefent .'  Is  not  this. 
eucnfion  of  empire  contrary  to  nature  I  and  muft 
not  every  thing  that  is  contrary  to  nature  have 
an  end? 

W001.0  the  man  b^  conGdered.as  bereft  of 
underftanding,  who  flioold  fay  to  the  nations : 
Your  authority  muft  either  ceafe  on  the  other 
«Amnent,  or  you  muft  make  it  the  Renter  of 
your  empire?  This  is  the  aitcrnative  you  have 
to  chule  t  You  muft  either  remain  in  this  paTf- 
of  the  world,  and  increafe  the  profpecitji  q^  ikn 
B  3  land 
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'  X!i?.  "^  '""^  °"  which  you  are  pUcedj  and  upon  wtiich 
-:— V— -J  you  dwell  j  or  if  the  other  hemifpherc  fliould 
offer  -  you  more  power,  ftrcngth,  fecurity,  or 
happincfs,  you  muft  go  and  fettle  upon  it.  Con- 
vey to  it  your  authority,  and  your  arms,  your 
manners  and  your  laws  will  profper  there.  Do  yc 
think  that  your  commands  will  be  obeyed  upon 
a  fpot  where'  yoo  do  not  refide,  when  the  abfence 
even  of  the  mailer  h  always  attended  with  fontie 
difagrecable  circumftance  in  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  own  family  ?  The  fway  of  a  monarch  can  onl^ 
be  cftablifhcd  in  the  kingdom  where  he'dwells  i 
and  it  is  ftill  no  eafy  matter  to  rcrgn  there  with 
propriety.  Wftereftwe,  O  fovereign  !  haft  thoo 
iffembled  numerous  armies  in  the  center  of  thy 
kingdom  ^  Wherefore  are  thy  palaces  ftirrbundcd 
with  guards  ?  k  is  becaufc  the  perpetual  threats, 
of  thy  neighboars,  the  fobmiflion  of  thy  pec^le, 
and  the  fecurity  of  thy  facred  ptrfon,  require 
tliefe  precautions.  Who  will  be  refponfible  for 
iSe  fidelity  of  yoor  diftant  fubjefts  I  Your  fcep- 
ter  cannot  reach  to  thousands  of  leagues,  and 
your  Ihips  can  but  imperfeftly  fopply  this  autho- 
rity. This  is  the  decree  prottoonced  by  fate 
tTpon  your  colonies  :  You  muft  either  reaounce 
them,  or  ihey  will  renounce  you.  Confider,  that 
yourpowcr  cc'afc's  of  itfclf,  beyond  the  oa<ural  li- 
mits-of  yout'owft  domiriions. 

These  ideas,  whkh  begin  to  arife  inihe  minds 
of  men,^wou!d  have  excited  them  to  reirolt  at  tfc© 
conrtmencetnenc  of  the  Jeveoteeritb  ccfttory.  Every- 
thing  was  then  in- commotion  in  ,moft..pf  the 
A>untries  of.:£urope;  T^K  thoughts  of  all  niea 
i".**      t  .    ^  were 
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generally  turned  towards  the  concerns  c 

New  World,  and  xkc  French  appeared  as  impa-  ' 

ticDt  as  other  nations  co  take  a  Aiare  in  them.   . 

Ever  fince  the  fatal  cataftrophe  of  the  affaffi-  F"fteip«- 
nation  of  the  beft  of  their  kings,  .that  nation  had  tb>"F.»ch 
been  in  perpetual  confuGon,  from  the  caprices-of  X'n^"^ 
an  intriguing  queen>  the  oppreflions  of  a  rapacious  '""^ 
foreigi\er,  and  the  fchcmes  of  a  weak-minded  fa- 
vourite. A  dcfpotic  minifter  began  ,to  enOave 
.  bcTi  when  iame  of  kcr  failors,  excited  as  much 
by  a  defire  of  independence,  as  by  the  alluremene 
«f  riches,  failed  towards  the  Caribbee  illands,  in 
hopes  of  snaking  theoifclves  mafters  of  the  Spanifli 
yefleU  ith^t  frequented  thofe  feas.  Their  courage 
hid  been  feicceJ'sful  oo  many  qccafions  ;  but  they 
were  at  Ja(l  obliged,  in  ordtfr  to  rcfir,  to  fcek  for  an 
Afylum.  which  f^^sy  fo.und  at  St.  Chriilophcr's  in 
1625. . This  iflaad  appeared  to  them  a  proper  place 
for  fecuring  tjiic  fuccefs  of  their  expeditions,  and 
they  we;-e  therefore  defirous  of  procuring  a  fetile- 
meoi:  vpon  it.  Defnambuc,  their  chief,  not  only  ob- 
tained leave  to  form  an  ertablilhment  there,  but 
likewife  to  extend  it  as  far  as  he  was  either  de- 
iirous  or  was  able  to  do,  ip  the  great  Archipelago 
of  America,  Government  required,  for  this  per- 
jniffion  merely,  without  giving  any  alTiftance  to 
xheprojcit,  orencouragingic  with  any  proteflion, 
the  tenth  part  of  the  p;-od,ucc  of  every  colojiy 
..that  might  be  founded, 

.■  A  COMPANY  was  formed  in  i6z$j  .19  order  to  ThcFtrnch 
.jTCap  the  benefit  of  this  conceflion,    .Such  was  the  opp"^'" 
cuftom  of  thofc  times,  when  trade  and  navigation  "j",^,'^"' 
were  yc%  in  too  weak  a  ftate  to  ic  intryfted  to  pri-  *''«8«<. 
■■■    '  Bj  vatc 
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>  ^^  ^  vue  hattds.  This  company  bbtaioed  the  gmteft 
u-v*^  privileges^  The  government  gave  them,  for 
twenty  years,  the  property  of  all  the  iflands  the^ 
Aould  cultivate,  and  impowered  them  to  exfift  3 
hundred  weight  of  tobacco,  or  fifty  pounds  o( 
emcon,  of  ev«y  inhabitant  from  fixteen  to  fisty 
years  of  age.  They  were  likewife  to  enjoy  «a  cxr 
elufive  right  of  buying  and  felling.  A  capital  of 
forty-five  thoufand  livres  *  only,  and  which  was 
never  increafed  to  three  tiRies  that  fum,  procured 
them  all  theie  advantages. 

It  feemcd  impofiible  to  rife  to  any  degree  of 
profperity  with  fuch  inadequate  means.  ConTider" 
aMe  numbers,  however,  of  bold  and  enterpriSng 
men  came  from  St.  Chriftopher'Sj  whohoifted  the 
French  flag  in  the  neighbouring  idands.  Had  the 
company,  which  excited  this  fpirit  of  invafion  by 
a  few  privilege,  afted  upon  a  confident  and  ra- 
tional plan,  the  ftate  muft  foon  have  reaped  ibtne 
benefit  from  this  reftltfs  difpofition. '  But,  unfor- 
tunately, an  inordinate  thirft  of  gain  rendered 
them  unjuft  and  cruel  j  a  confequence  that  ever 
Iras,  and  ever  will  attend  a  fpirit  of -monopoly. 

TrtE  Dutch,  apprizcdofthis  tyranny,  came  and 
offered  provifions  and  merchandize  on  far  more 
moderate  terms,  and  made  propofals  which  were 
readily  accepted,  This  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
connexion  between  thofe  republicans  and  the  co- 
Jonifts,  that  could  never  afterwards  be  brokeflj 
and  formed  a  competition,  not  only  fatal  to  the 
company  in  the  New  World,  where  it  prevented 
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ttie  fale  of  their  cargoes,  but  even  pudbed  ihem  ■  Jjff  ^ 
in  all  the  mzrkctis  of  Europe,  where  the  contra-  «— 'v'-? 
band  traders  underfold  all  the  produce  of  the 
French  iOands.  Difoouraged  by  thefe  dderved 
difappoiottocntSt  the  company  funk  into  a  xouil 
flate  of  inactivity,  which  deprived  them  of  moft 
of  .their  emolumencst  without  leflening  any  -af 
their  expences.  In  their  defpair,  they  gave  u^ 
in  i63i>  their  charter  to  a  new  company,  who  in 
their  turn  ceded  it  alio  to  aaother,  in  1642.  In 
vain  did  the  mlnillry  facrifice  to  tbe.laft  coo^ptu^ 
the  duties  they  had  rcfcrved  to  ^mfekesi  thH 
indulgence  could  not  change  the  jp^ffiifHotu 
ff&cm  which  had  been  hitherto  the  {terpetwl 
caufeofaU  the-calamicie?.  Anewrevc^iKtsothcRN 
fore  foon  became  necelTary.  Th«  ej^au^  com- 
pany, to  fvevent  their  total  rtun,  ^nd  i^at  th^ 
might  not  fink  under  the  weight  of  ^ir  cn^ 
gagementSy  put  the^r  pofleSkms  up  to  au&ionj 
they  were  moftl^  bought  up  by  their  r«fpe^i^ 
governor. 

Im  16491  Boil^i«cpurchareda.for  feveoiy-tlvce 
thou£uid  livres*,  Guadalupe,  MarigaUntC}  the- 
iOand  called  Tht  S^atSt  and  all  the  eSt&s  belong- 
ing to  the  company  :on  thefe  feverail  iflands :  he 
afterwards  parted  with  half  in  favour  of  Houel, 
'his  brother-in-law.  In  1650,  Duparquet  paid  bttf 
fiacy  thoufand  livrei  t  for  Maninict^  St.  Lucia> 
Granada,  aad  the  Grjuodioes.  Seven  years  after, 
he  fold  Granada  and  the  Graaadincs  to  Count 
CeriJUci  for  one  ttuid  more  than  he  had  given  foi; 

*  3.041 1.  131.  4d.  t  M^^* 
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■  xiJ?  ^  h's  whole  purchafc.  In  1651,  Malta  purchafcd 
W-v'p-'  St.  Chriftopher's,  St.  Martin,  St.  Bartholomew, 
"Santa  Cruz,  and  Tortuga,  for  forty  choufand 
crowns*,  which  were  paid  by  the  commandant 
dc  Poincy,  who  governed '  thofe  iflands.  The 
knights  of  Malta  were  to  hold  them  in  5ef  of  the 
crown,  and  were  not  allowed  to  intruft  any  but  a 
Frenchman  with  the  adminiftration  of  them. 

The  new  poflcffors  enjoyed  an  unlimited  autho-r 
rity,  and  difpofed  of  the  lands.  'All  place's,  both 
civil  and  military,  were  in- their  gift.  ■  They  had 
the  right  of  pardoning  thofe  whom  their  dcputicit 
condemned  to  death;  in  a  word,  they  were  fq 
many  petty  fovercigns;  It  was  natural  to  cX- 
peft,  as  their  domains  were  under  their  own  in- 
fpcAion,  that  agriculture  would  make  a  rapid 
progrefs.  This  conjcdure  was  in  fomc  meafurc 
realised,  notwithftanding  the  contelU,  which  were 
-neceffarily  fl»arp  and  frequent  under  luch  mafterg. 
However,'  this  fccond  ftate  of  the  French  colonics 
did  not  prove  more  beneficial  to  the  nation  than 
■thefitfl.  The  Dutch  continued  to  furnilh  them 
.  «ith  proviDons,  and  to  carry  away  the  produce, 
.  .which  they  fold  indifcriniinately  to  all  nations, 
'  even  to  that  which  ought  to  have  reaped  the 
fole  advantage  of  it,  becaufe  it  was  her  own 
property. 

THE.rriother-countryfuffcredconIiderablyfrom 
thisevi],  and  Colbert  miftook  the  means  of  redrcfs. , 
That  great  man,  who  had  for  fomc  time  prefided 
pver  the  finances  arid  trade  of  the  kingdom,  bad 
^cgun  upon  a  wrong  plan.    The  habit  of  living 

with 
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wirh  (he  farmers  of  the  revenue  under  the  admini-  ■  J  *  ^ 
ftration  of  Mazarin,  had  accuftomedhimtoconli-  ■u  ^  .-iijr 
der  looney,  which  is  but  an  inftrument  of  circi*- 
lation,  as  the  fource  of  every  thing.    He  ima- 
gined  that  manufaftures  were  the  readied  way 
to  draw 'it  from  abroad  j  and  that  in  the  work- 
Ihops  were  to  be  found  the  bcft  refourccs  of  the 
■ftate,  and  in  the  tradefmen  the  moft  ufeful  fub- 
jcflsof  the  monarchy.  To  increafc  the  number  of 
thcfc  mcnj  he  thought  it  proper  to  keep  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life  at  a  low  price,  and  to  difcoura^ 
the  exportation  of  corn.     The  produftion  of  ma- 
terials was  the  Icaft  objeft  of  his  care,  and  he 
bene  his  whole  attention  to  the  manufafturlng  of 
them.    This  preference  of  induftry  to  agriculture 
berame  the  feigning  tafte,  and  unfortunately  this, 
deftruftive  fyftem  ftill  prevails. 
■     Had  Colbert  entertained  jufl:  notions  of  the 
improvement  of  lands,  of  the  encouragement  it 
requires,  and  of  tlie  liberty  the  hu(bandn:ian  muft 
enjoy,  he  would  have  purfued,  in  1664,  a  very  dif- 
ferent plan  from  that  which  he  adopted.     It  jg 
well  know'n  that  he  redeemed  Guadalupe,  and  it*» 
dependent  ifiands,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thoufand  livres*j  Martinicp  for  forty  thou- 
£ind  crowns  f »  Granada  for  a  hundred  thoufand 
Itvres  X  I  and  all  the  pofleffions  of  Malta  for  five 
hundred  thoufand  livrcs  j.   iSo  far  his  cpnduft  de- 
fervcd  commendation  :  it  was  fit  that  he  Ihould  re- 
ftore  fo  many  branches  of  fovcrcignty  to  the  body 
oftheftatc.    But  he  ought  never  to  have  fob- 
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*  J,j^  <^  nutcoi  poflellions  of  fuch  importance  to  the  op" 
prdfioos  oT  an.  cxciufive  company  j  a  meafurc  for- 
Jbiddcn  as  much  by  pad  experience,  as  by  reafon* 
It  is  probable^  that  the  fniniftry  cxpcfted  tKac  a 
cotnponyi  which  was  to  be  incorporated  into  thole 
a£  Africa,  Cayenne,  and  North  America,  and  in- 
fcrefted  la  the  trade  that  wiu  beginning  to  be 
carried  on  upon  the  coalh  of  St.  Domingo,  wouFd 
obiato  a  ftrong  and  permzBent  power,  as  well 
from  the  great  conne£lions  it  would  have  an  op- 
portunity (^forming,  as  from  the  facility  witfi 
vhieb  it  m^ht  repair,  in  ooe  part,  the  mkfonuoea 
it  had  fultained  in  another.  They  thought  to  le- 
cure  the  future  fplendour  of  the  company,,  by 
lending  them  the  tenth  part-  of  the  amount  of 
their  capiul,  free  from  intereft  for  four  years,  t^ 
permitting  the  exportation  -of  all  proviGons  duty- 
fKC  into  their  fetdements,  and  by  prohibiting, 
as  much  as  they  could,  the  competition  of  the 
Dutch. 

NoTwiTHSTANDiHO  all  thcfe  favoufs,  the  Com- 
pany was  never  in  any  flourilhing  'itate.  The 
errors  they  fell  into  Teemed  to  increafe,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  concriTior.!  that  had  been 
injudlcioully  granted  to  them.  The  knavery  of 
their  agents»  the  d^eftion  of  the  colonifts,  the 
devaftations  of  war,  with  other  caufes,  cwicurted 
to  throw  their  aSairs  into  the  utmoft  coaTuiloo. 
Their  ruin  was  advancing,  and  appeared  inc- 
vit^le  in  4674,  when  the  ftaie  judged  it  proper 
to  pay  off.  their  debts,  which  amounted  to  three 
millions  five  hundred  and  tweQt}"Chree  thoufand 
livres. 
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Unvs  *j  ftnd  Op  rcimlnirie  tbcai  their  c^kal  of  '  ^^  ^ 
oae  miUiQDctwo  hundred  eJghiy*rav«o  thoufiuui  *.— y^ 
i)iie  huadred  and  eiigbty-tivc  livrcs  f.  Thele  ^- 
DC(ous  terms  reftored  tQ  t;^c  body  of  the  fiate, 
tfaofe  valuable  pofre(rtpn&  w^h  bad  beeti  JMttier- 
to,  as  it  were,  alienated  from  it*  Tbe  ccJogiet 
became  entirely  Freochj  and  all  tlie  ciuzeiu* 
vjdiout  dlftiih^i^n,  were  ac  liiMity  to  go  and 
kttie  there>  or  to  open  a  comrauoication  svich 
them* 

It  would  be  difficult  to  exprcls  the  tcaol^rtfi  Tfa«vrcwh 
t^'jof  which  this  event  ^cked  in  -the  ifl^s.  co*tTikit. 
They  were  now  frtted   from   the  c^ins  under  obin^n 
which  they  had  (o  long  been  <^iprc0ed,  and  no-  ^''i^^^^ 
thing  feemed  capable  of  ibaua^,  for  the  future,  tan^k. 
the  a^7e  fpirit  of  labour  and  induftry.    Every 
individual  gave  a  full  icopc  to  his  ambition,  atui 
thoaght  him&lf  atthe  eve  of  making  an  Immenfe 
fortune,    if  they  were  deceived  In  -thefe  expeda- 
ttoAfi,  this  caonQC  be  auributed  either  to  their 
prefuttiption  or  their  indolence.     Their  hope«  ^ 

were  very  natural,  and  their  whole  candu^  was 
fuch  as  juftified  Snd  confirmed  them.  ,  Unfortu-. 
nately,  the  prejudices  of  the  mother-country 
threw  infurmountable  ^iifficulties  in  their  way. 

F1RST4  it  was  rec[uired,  even  in  the  iflaad«,  that 
every  free  man,  and  every  flave  of  either  fex,  Ihould 
pay  an  annual  poll-tax  of  a  hundred  weight  qf 
raw  Atgar.  It  was  in  vain  urged,  that  the  condi- 
ttoa  tmpofed  upon  the  colonies,  to  ^nide  only 
with  the  nioth«r-c6untry,  was  of  itfe^a  fufficienc 

•  1^6,7911.  ijs.  4d.  t  S3.63»l.  i4».  id. 
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■  2u?  ^  hardthip,  and  a  reafon  why  theylhoatd  be  ex-' 
1,1  -^T- 1  ■  empted  from  all  other  taxes.  Thele*  reprclenca-' 
tions  were  not  attended  to,  as  they  ought  to  have 
been.  /Whether  from  neceffityj  or  from  igno- 
rance on  tlie  part  of  government,  thofc  cuttivatortf 
who  ought  to  hare  been  aflifted  with  Idans  with- 
out intereft,  or  with  gratuities,  faw  part  of  their 
harveft  collefted  by  greedy  farmers  of  the  reve- 
nue i  which,  had  it  been  returned  into  their  own 
fertile  fields,  would  gradually  have  increafcdcheir 
produce. 

■  While  the  iflands  were  thus  deprived  of  part 
of  their  produce,  the  fpirit  of  monopoly  was  tak- 
ing cfFeftual  .meafures  in  France  to  reduce  the 
price  of  what  was  left  ihcm.  The  privilege  of 
buying  it  up,  was  limited  to  a  few  fea-ports. 
This  was  a  manifcft  infringement  of  the  eflential 
rights  veftcd  in  the  other  harboursof  the  king- 
dom J  but  to  the  colonics  it  proved  a  very  unfor- 
tunate rcftriftion,  becaufe  it  IcHened  the  number 
of  buyers  and  fellers  on  the  coafts.' 

To  this  difadvantage  another  foon  fucceeded. 
Xhp  miniftry  had  endeavoured  to  exclude  all  fo- 
reign veffeis  from  thofe  diftant  pofleQions,  and 
had  fucceeded,  becaufe  they  were  in  earncft. 
Thefe  navigators  obtained,  from  motives  of  in- 
tereft,  the  privilege  that  was  denied  them  by  the 
laws.  They  purchafed  of  the  French  merchants 
■paJTes  to  go  to  the  colonies,'  where  they  tookin 
their  ladings,  and  carried  them  direflly  to  their 
-own  country.  This  diiljonefty  might  have  been 
pun,ilhcd  and  fupprcfled  by  p  variety  of  methods  j 
^t  the  moH:  dcftriiflive  one  wais  adopted.  All 
fliips 
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fliiiw  were  required  t<>  giye  iniheir  return,  not  ' 
only  at  honie>    but  likcwife  u  the  ports. from  < 
vh^ncc  theyha<^  failed.     Thi)  retrain!  occeJTarily 
ocultoned  aconfii^rablc  egi{>qni(X''Co,ho  purpofe, 
anci  could  pot  fail  of  cQhaacing  the  price  of  Ame- 
rican commodities. 

Their  iriortafe.was  alfo, checked  by  the  duties 
with'.which' th<y  were,  oyerladen }  tobacco  was 
fubjefted  to  a  d^ity  of  2d  fojfl  *  per  pound.  Tho 
vf^'Of^'  indigo  was  at  flrft  pl-ohlbKed  in  the  dyes  - 
of  ^tbei^ingdom.  under  4  pretence  ihat^it  fpoijed 
theoij' and  .that  ic  would  be  pr^udicial  to  one  c^ 
(he  c«Uut«'ofi  the  .rhotber-countryi  But:  wJxeh 
the  moft  o|»ftii>ate  perfons  .had  been  convinced 
by  j-cpeatcdcxpor,inr;ent8,  that  indigo,,  when  mix- 
ed 'wi^  ,pafiel,.,,ac  i^vco  when  "ufed;  alofle^  ren-. 
dered  the  colours  more  b'^auciful-aad  more  laft- 
iogi.  government  conBned  itfelf  to;  the  loading 
of  it  with  t4Xes.  They  were  £9  heavy  as.  to  ren- 
der tbc^xuflfwicui  cff,-it  iinp;9fl|bie. ,  It  was^opt 
till  i6j|^,  that.tl^xa^  wa^  taltea  oS  the  Jodjgcv 
which  was  ihtcpdcd  for  foreigners, 

.  Thb  .cac|j(  jKM  taken,  ^utof,  the  hands  of  rao- 
noDolyf  only.io  Ipc  fubjei5tcd,  101693^  to  a^dur}^ 
9f  15  folsf  .pcr.pound,  .^l;h9Ug^.iE,wa3  fojd.for 
no  more  than  5  fols^.in  the  colgntes..  It's.inp 
crodu^on  in  the  kingdom  was  at  firft  aOowcd 
only  by  Kouen  ind  M^feilles^  and  by  this  latter 
port  alone,' fince.  the  jpret^nded,  Ulierty  granted 
toit.'        '.'■'.. 

■  -  ■   •  io4:  "   '  t'7ii' "  ■■■  iMd. '  ■'  ^"■■- 

*   ■  :  CoTTOK, 


iiizedbv  Google 


HtSlSQRT  Ot  SkrrtEWERTS  AND  THADfi 

Gorrowi  whicbfcad  at  fii^t  «ftaped  th*  rfgbuM 
'  of  the  treafuryi  ms^  taxed  jJwres  *  per  hundred 
weight  in  1664.  It  ^as  eo  na  purpofe  Ehec  KM 
eTttus  im^ft  wtttftkenbfF  in  i69r.  This  mo- 
diScuicm  could  n«  Knew  die  plants  t4\»c  had 
been  extirpated. 

The  cOrtfdiRption  of  ginger,  which. hsittfbme 
ef  thv  ((uaHtics  of  pcpper>  and  wtneb  migh« 
cafiTy  he  u{e4  A<i  a  ^cedaneumj  ougdcto  h»ve 
been  enccnir^ed.  A  Hop  was  pot  to  U  by  a  di»]» 
tl  6  HvKs  t  per  qoincll.  It  wu  ^terwards  re* 
(bced  to  15  foh  $  i  bt»  at  that  period^  ttui  loffcft 
daiftofcUizeiu  had  concraArd.a-diflilce  fw  that 
SpKtt  wbich>  it  waft  innpollible  to  eonquef. 

THeArrterican  caffia  was  purchafed  in  Frahce 
for  one  quarter  of  the  price  riiat  was  paid  ft>r  that 
of  the  Lcraot.  Ff  a  proper  analyfa  had  been 
jnade  of  it,  it  wouW  hare  dfijieHcd  the  prejudi- 
ces which  were  the  caufeof  this  enormous  dif* 
fe«nce  m  the  price.  But  gorernnrtertt  never' 
rinuight  of  any  eapedietit  «*nch  nrighe  «nd  ttf 
increafe  the  riches  of  their  pofleflions;  ' 

SodAR  was  thr  richeft  produaiofl  tif  the  Wahds 
till  r66g,  riie  direft  tJ3cporiation  of  it  into  ^  efiff 
ponsofEufopehadbeenailowed,  as  w^irw  that 
of  all  the  proviflons  of  thtrolonits."*  At  "this  pe^ 
/iod  it  was  ordered,  that  it  Ihould'bi 'only  depo- 
rted in  the  haflJonrsof  ttiekingadni.  TTilsW- 
ftngcrtrcnt  neceffarity  enianctd  it*3  ^rFce,  arid* 
fordgners,  who  could  pifrchafe  it  at  a  cheaper 
rate  in  other  parts,  coptca^ed  theJubit  of  going 

•  St.  fid.  t  S».  t  7jd, 

'  there 
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tiicre  in  fcarch  of  it.    The  rcfolutiot*,  howeter,  '  ?  °  * 
that  wa&  taken  of  liberating  the  fagar  from  the  «_v— ^ 
duty  of  3  per  cent,  which  it  had  paid  on  it's  ar- 
rival, was  the  means  of  prefenring  Ibmc  purdia- 
ftrs.    A  frefli  miftakc  completed  the  niinot  this 
branch  of  trade. 

The  rtfiners,  in  i68a,  petitioned  that  the  ex- 
portation of  raw  fugar  might  be  prohibited;  in 
which  they  feemed  to  be  influenced  merely  by 
public  good.  They  alleged  that  it  was  repug- 
nant to  all  found  principles,  that  the  orlgiijal 
produce  ihouW  be  fent  away  to  fapport  foftign' 
manufa£tures,  and  that  the  ftate  Ihould  volunta- 
rily deprive  itfeif  of  the  profits  of  fo  valuable  z 
labour.  Tbi&  pUufible  reafoning  made  too  great: 
an  imprellion  on  Colbcrtj  and  the  confcqucnce 
of  it  was,  that  the  refining  of  fugar  was  kept  up' 
at  t^e  fame  exorbitant  price,  and  the  art  itfelf  ne< 
?cr  received  any  improvement.  This  was  not 
approved  by  the  people  who  confumed  this  artTcIe:  ' 
the  French  fugar-trade  faok,  and  that  of  the  rival ' 
nationswasvifibly  increafed. 

SoMB  of  the  colonifts,  obfcrving  that  the  fyltem 
was  not  dmpped  notwithftanding  this  fatal  eXpc- 
linnent,  (blicited  leave  to  Ene  their  own  fugars^ 
They  were  fupplied  with  fo  many  convenisiicea 
U)  go  through  this  proccfs  at  a  trifling  expchce^ 
dut  they  flattered  therafelvcfi  they  might  /bon 
recover  that  preference  they  had  loft  in  the  forci^ 
markets.  This  change  was  more  than  probable, 
bad  BM.  every  hondred  weight  of  refined  fogar 
they  feat  home  been  clogged  witlta  diUf  ofdght 
iivre* 
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'  xm  ^  litres*  on  cnttring  the  kingdom.  All  thatcoulel 
k.*-y-— J.  be  done,  notwichAanding  this  heavy  impofinon^ 
was  to  fupport  the  competition  of  the  French  re- 
fintra  refiding  in  the  kingdom.  The  produce  of 
the  fugar.houfes  in  France,  and  of  thofc  in  the 
colonics,  were  entirely  confumed  within  the  em-: 
pirei  and.  thus  an  important  branch  of  trade  was 
given  up,  rather  than  it  would  be  acknowlcged, 
that'a  miftake  had  been  commuted  in  prohibiting 
the  exporcaiion  of  raw  fugars. 
.  From  this  period  the  colonies,  which  fupplied 
twen(y-fcvcn  millions  weight  of  fugar,  could,  not 
clifpofe  of  the  whole  of  it  in  the  mother-country, 
which  confumed  but  twenty  millions.  As  the  coo- 
fumption  of  it  dccreafed,  no  more  was  cultivated 
than  was  abfolutely  neceCary.  "this  medium 
could  only  be  fettled  in  procefs  of  time;  and,  be- 
fore this  was  cffcfled,  the  commodity  fell  to  art 
«xceeding  low  price.  This  dccreafc  in  the  valu^, 
■which  was  alfo  owen  to  the  negligent  manner  of 
(naking  it,  was  fo  grear,  that  raw  fugar,  which 
ibid  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  livrcs  t  P""  hundred 
in  16.82,  fetched  no'more  than  dve  or  fix  ^  int 

*7i3-  .     . 

The  low  price  of  the  ftaple  commodity  woulcT 
have  made  it  impofEble  for  the  colonifts  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  their  Haves,  even  if  the  go- 
vernment, by  it's  condufl,  had  not  contributed  tc( 
this  misfortune.  Tfje  Negro  trade  was  always 
in  the  hands  of  excliriive  companies^  who  im- 

'  '^s.  Sd.  t  From  tii.  8d.  to  fas.  frd.    ■ 

^      t  F«m  41.  sd.  M  51. 

ported 
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ported  but  few,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  felling  *  ^n?,  ^ 
them  at  a  better  price.   '  We  have  good  authority  u-  -r-^ 
to  aflcrr,    that  in    169S  there  were  not  twenty 
thoufand  Negroes  in  thofe  numerous  fettlementsj 
and  it  may  fafely  be  affirmed,  that  moft  of  thefc 
had    been    brought   in     by   contraband    traders. 
Fifty-four  fhlps  of  a  moderate  fize  were  fuffi-    ' 
cicnt  to  bring  over  the  whole  produce  of  thefC 
colonics. 

T*E  French  iflands  could  not  but  fink  under 
fo  many  difficulties,  "  If  the  inhabitants  did  not 
forfakc  _them,  and  .car-ry  the  fruit  of  their  induftry 
to  other  places,  their  perfeverance  muft  be  attri- 
buted to  refources  that  did  not  depend  upon  ad- 
miniflration.  When  fomc  produftion  was  op- 
prcflTed,  the  planter  turned  his  attention  fudden- 
ly  to  another,  which  had  not  yet  attrafled  the 
notice  of  the  treafury,  or  which  ihey  were  appre* 
henfive  of  crufhing  in  it's  infancy.  The  coafts 
were  never  fufficiencly  guarded  to  prevent  all  the 
conneiftions  formed  with  foreign  navigators.  The  . 
plunders  of  the  free-booters  were  fometimes  con- 
verted into  advances  for  culcure.  At  length  the 
propenfity  which  was  daily  increafing  in  the  Old 
World  for  the  productions  of  the  New,  greatly ' 
encouraged  the  multiplication  of  them.  Thcfe  , 
means,  however,  would  never  have  been  fufficient 
to  raife  the  French  colonies  from  their  ftatc  of 
languor,  A  great  revolution  was  neceffary,  and 
it  was  brought  about  in  1716. 

At  this  period,  a  plain  and  fimple  regulation  Mtttant 
was  fubllituted  in  lieu  of  a  multitude  of  equivocal  iht^coon  of 
orders,  which  rapacious  officers  of  the  revenue  had,  Z"!^^* 

Vol.  VI.  C  from  ^^-^, 
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'  xiu  ^  '^'^°"^  ^''"*  '°  *'"^'*  extorted  from  the  wants  and 
^.Ji,"'-f  weaknefs  of  government.  The  merchandize  de- 
ilined  for  the  colonies  was  exempted  from  all 
taxes.  The  ducies  upon  American  commodities 
defigned  for  home-confumption  were  greatly 
lowered.  The_goods  brought  over  for  exporta- 
tion were  to  be  entered  and  cleared  out  freely, 
u^n  paying  three  per  cent.  The  duties  laid  upon 
foreign  fugars  were  to  be  levied  every  where  alike^ 
without  any  regard  to  particular  immunities,  ex- 
cept in  cafes  of  re-exportation  in  the  ports  of 
Bayonnc  and  Marfeilles. 

Im  granting  fo  many  favours  to  her  remote 
poflelBons,  the  mother-country  was  not  unmindful 
of  her  own  interefts.  All  merchandize  prohibited 
at  home,  was  alfo  forbidden  in  the  colonies.  To 
tecure  the  preference  to  it's  own  manufaftures,  it 
Was  en3<5lcd,  that  even  fuch  commodities  as  were 
not  prohibtcd  Ibould  pay  duty  on  their  entry 
into  France,  although  they  were  dcftined  for  the 
colonies.  Salt  beef  alone,  which  the  mother-coun- 
try could  not  furnilh  in  competition,  was  exempted 
from  this  duty. 

This  regulation  would  have  been  as  beneficial 
a  one  as  the  times  would  admit  of,  if  the  ediift 
had  allowed  that  the  trade  from  America,  which 
till  theh  had  been  confined  to  a  few  fea-ports, 
fliould  be  general ;  and  if  it  had  releafed  Ihips 
from  the  neceflity  of  returning  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  came.  Thefc  rcftraints  limited  the 
.  number  of  feamen,  raifed  the  cxpences  of  navi- 
gation, and  prevented  the  exportation  of  the 
produilions  ot  ihc  country.  The  pcrfons  who 
2  were 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  SAST  AND  WBST  INDIES.      :  I^ 

were  then  at  the  head  of  affairs  ought  to  have  *  xm.* 
been  feqfiblc  of  thefe  inconveniencies,  •  and  no  *— ■  w— ^ 
doubt  intended  one  day  to  reftore  to  trade  that 
freedom  and  fpirtt  which  alone  can  mak^  it  Bou- 
rifli.    They  were  probably  forced  to  facrificc  theif   . 
own  views  to  the  clamours  of  men  in  power,  who 
openly  difapproved  of  whatever  oppofed  their  own 
interett.  i 

NoTwiTHSTANDiNO' this  wcakncfs,  the  colo- 
□ifts,  who  had  reluctantly  given  up  the  hopes  of 
an  .excellent  foil>  beftowed  their  utmoU  induftry 
upon  it,  as  foqn  as  they  were  allowed  that  liberty.. 
Their  fuccefs  aftoniftied  all  nations.  If  govern* 
ment,  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  in  the  New 
World,  had  only  forcfcen,  what  they  learned 
from  experience  a  century. later,  the  ftate  might 
foon  have  enjoyed,  from  the  advantages  of  cul- 
tivation, that  .wealth  which  would  have  added 
more  to  it's  prpfperity  than  conquells;  it  would 
not  then  have  been  as  much  ruined  by  it's  victo- 
ries as  by  it's  defeats.  Thofe:  prudent  minifters^ 
who  repaired  the.  lolTcs  of  war  by  a  happy  revo-* 
lution  in  trade,  would  not  have  had  the  mortifi- 
cation to  fee  that  Santa  Cruz  .was  evacuated  in 
1696,  and  St.  Chriftopher's  given  up  at  the  peace 
of  Utrecht.  Their  concern  would .  have  been 
greatly  heightened,  could  they  have  forefecn  that 
in  1763  the  French  would  be  reduced  to  deliver 
up  the  Granades  to  the  Englilh,  Strange  infa- 
tuation of  the  ambition  of  nations,  or  rather  of 
kings  !  After  facrificing  thoufands  of  lives  to  ac- 
quire and  to  prefervc  a  remote  poflcflion,  a 
greater  number  muft  Rill  b<  laviJhed  to  lofe  it. 
C  a  Ycc 
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v^^'^  Yet  France  hu  fome  importuit  colonitfb  left:  let 
<— ly-^'  US  begin  wich  Guianai  which  lies  to  windward  of 

all  the  reft. 

tiotioiii        .  Thb  people,  who  roved  about  this  vaft  trafl, 

G^!"'     befwe  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans,    wtre  dl- 

triTciTin.     ^^^^  intofcvcrai  nations,  none  of  which  were 

duodihc      yci-y  numerous.     Their  manners  were  the  fame 

to  htvteai  as  thofeof  the  favigesof  the  fouthern  continent. 

"*  The^  CaHbs  only,  who  froili  their  numbers  and 

courage  were  more  turbulent  than  the  reft,  dif-- 

^tinguilhed  themfelvss  by  a  pemarkabk  caftom  in 

thc.chuice  of  their  chiefs.     To  be  qualified  t«  go* 

v«rn  fuch  a  people,  it  was  necclTary  a  man  fhould 

have  oiorc  ftrength,  more  intrepidity,  aiid  more 

'  knowkge,  than  the  reft  of  his  brethren  j  and  that 

hi  Ihould  give  evident  and  public  proofs  oC  thefe 

fuperior  qualifications. 

The  man,  who  afpired  to  the  honotir  of  com- 
manding his  brethren,  was  prcviouDy  to  be  wcjl 
acquainted  with  all  the  places  (it  for  hunting  and 
fiftiing,  and  with  all  the  fprings  and  roads.  '  He 
was  obliged  to  endure  long  and  feVere  fafts  i  and 
Was  afterwards  expofed  to  carry  burdens  of  art 
cnormousr  weight.  He  ufed  to  pafs  fcveral  nights 
as  a  centinel,  at  the  -entrance  of  the  carbet  or 
prinfcipal  h^t.  He  was  btaried  up  to  the  waift  in  an 
ant's  oeft,  where  he  remained  for  a  cOnfiderable 
time  expo&d  to  fharp  and  bloody  ftings..  If  in 
all  thefe  fiiuationt  he  (hewed  a  ftrength  and  fani'- 
tude  fit  lo  fupport  the  dangers  and  hardships  in- 
cideoc  to  the  lives  of  favages ;  if  he  was  one 
wh»  could  endure  evtry  thing,  andfcaf  nothing  j 
he  was  declared  6c  lo  be  their  chief.  He  with* 
drew. 
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dfcw,  however,,  as  if  conicious  of  what  his  in-  " 
tended  dignity  required,  and  concealed  himftif  «. 
m6^t,  thick  buShes,  The  people  went  oot  tg  t^ck 
him  in  a  retreat^  which  made  htm  more  i^efav- 
iDg  of  the  pglt  he  leeaifd  to  decline.  E^^h  ofth^ 
afBAoDte  trod  upon  his  hcadi  to  fhcw  hiip,.  tha(| 
being  r.ajfed  fwrn  the  duft  by  his  equal?,  (t  W4^ 
in  their  ppN^cf  to  fmlchifli  into  it  again,  ifcTer  hs 
ihoMJid  „be  forgetful  of  the  dudes  of  hif  ftatioai 
Such  was  the  ceremony  of  his  coronation.  .  iitrp 
vie  bcbtddXav^ges  «bp  had.  juftw  notions  of  fij* 
yereignty,  and  v/ere  better  acquainted  with  their 
privileges,  than  mo(^  ci^JUzed  nations.are.  After 
this  poUpcAl  le0bn,  all  ch£  bows  and  arrowy  wer^ 
throw'n  at  his  feet;  and  the  nation  was  obedient  U) 
bis  laws,  or  rather  to  hJ«  example.  , 

Such  were  the  inhabitants  of  Ouiatta,  whpn  thf 
Spaniard  AJphonf?  de  Ojeda  fir  It  land^  th^?  ia 
1499,  with  Americus  Vefpucius  and  John 4cl» 
Cofa.  He  went.ovei;  a  pari  of  it;  but  this  pcpe- 
ditioii  afforded  him  only  a  fgperficiai  lujowlege 
of  fp  vail  a  country.  Many  others  wpre  wndw^ 
takenat  a  greater  expcnce,  but  they  prpycd  ftij^ 
niore  uofuccefsful.  They  were,  however,  ftHl 
rontinued,  from  a  motive  which  evcrUid  an4  cv^ 
will  deceive  majikijod. 

A  RiPORT  had  prevailed,  though  it's  origin 
could  not  be  difcovered,  that,  in  the  interior 
parts  of  Quiana,  there  was  a  country  know'n  by 
the  n^m^  of  El  Doradpt  which  cootaiocd  immcuric 
riches  in  gold  and  -  precious  ftpncsi  morBmino 
and  treafures  diao.erer  Cortez  and  Pizarro  had 
found.  Tiu»  fabJe  not  only  infiaoned  the  atdeac 
C  3  imagioa- 
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"  vm  '^  imagination  of  the  Spaniards,  but  fired  every  na- 
^i— y-iL*  don  in  Europe. 

Sir.  Walter  RALBroa  in  particular,  one  of 
the  moft  extraordinary  men  that  ever  appeared  in 
a  country  abounding  in  fingular  chara^ers,  was 
ieizcdwith  this  enthufiafm.  '  He  *a(s  palBonately 
fond  of  every  thing  that  was  magnificent;  he  en- 
joyed a  reputation  fupcrior  to  that  of  the  greateft 
men  i  he  had  more  knowlege  than  thofe  whofc 
immediate  purfuit  was  learning;  he  pofleffcd  a 
freedom  of  thinking  "uncommon  in  thofe  daysj 
and  hada  kind  of  romantic  turn  in  his  fentiments 
and  behaviour.  This  determined  hitni  in  1595, 
to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Guianaj  but  he  return- 
ed without  difcovering  any  thing  relative  to  the 
*  objcft  of  his  voyage.     Oh  his'  return, '  however, 

he  publilhed  an  account,  full  of  the  moft  brilliant 
impoftures  that  ever  amufcd  ■  the  credulity  of 
manktftd.'  ■         - 

So  -fplendid  a   teftimony,    determined  fomfc 
Frenchmen,  in  1604,  to  feil  towards  thofe  coun- 
"trics  under  the  direftion  of  la  Ravardiere.    Othci* 
adventiirere  of  tbeir  nation  foon  followed  their 
■example.     They  all  fubmltted  to  incredible  fa- 
tigues. At  length  fome  of  them,  father  difcoorag- 
ed  by  the  infinite  labours  they  underwent,  than 
undeceived-  fn  their  cxpeftations,  fettled  orf  the 
ifland  of  Cayenne. 
tUT-tBth       Some  merchants  of  Rouen,   thinking  that  this 
cu"  •'"wd  ^''^"S  fettlemen^  reiight  prove  advantageous,  uhjted 
i.B»6iii       their  fto'ck  in  1643.'    They  intruftcd  their  affairs 
i(«ii>"rj'"'  in  the  hands" of  a  man'ofi  fei-ocious  difpofition> 
najned  Poncet  de  Bretigny;  who,  having  dcckr- 
■■■-■■  :    -  ed 
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ed  war  both  againft  the  colonifts  and  thefavages,  ^  ^j°  ^ 
was  foon  maflacred.  i_-v— ' 

This  cataftrophe  having  checked  the  ardour 
of  the  affociates,  a.  new  company  was  eftaWiflied 
in  1651,  which  fcenied  to  promife  to  be  much 
more  confiderable  than  the  former.  They  fet 
but  with  fo  large  a  capital  as  to  enable  them  to 
collect,  in  Paris  itfelf,  feven  or  eight  hundred  co- 
bnifts.  Thefe  embarked  on  the  Seine,  in  order  to 
fail  down  to  Havre  de  Grace.  Unfortunately, 
the  virtuous  Abbe  de  Marivaulr,  who  was'  the 
principal  promoter  of  this  undertaking,  and  was 
to  have  had  the  management  of  it  as  direftof- 
gencral,  was  drowned  as  he  was  ftepping  into  his 
boat.  Roiville,  a  gentleman  of  Normandy,  who 
was  going  over  to  Cayenne  as  general,  was  affafli- 
nated  in  the  paffage.  Twelve  of  the  principal 
adventurers,  who  were  the  perpetrators  of  this 
aft,  and  had  undertaken  to  put  the  colony  into  a 
llourifhing  condition,  behaved  there  in  as  atro- 
cious a  hianner  as  might  be  expected  from  fo 
horrid  a  beginning.  They  hanged  one  of  their 
own  number  t  two  died;  three  were  baniHied  to  a 
dcfart  iftand;  the  reft  abandoned  themfelves  to 
every  kind  of  excefs.  The  commandant  of  the 
citadel  deferted  to  the  Dutch,  with  part  of  his  gar- 
rifon.  The  remainder,  that  had  cfcaped  hunger, 
poverty,  and  the  fury  of  the  favagcs,  which  had 
been  rouzed  by  numberlefs  provocations,  thought 
thcmfelves  happy  in  being  able  to  get  over  to  the 
Leeward  IHands  in  a  boat  and  two  canoes.  They 
abandoned  the  fort,  ammunition,  qrms,  and  mer- 
chandise^ with  five  or  fix  hundred  dead-bodies  of 
C  4  (hcip 
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'  9m  *  '^"''  wretched  companions*  fifteen  mtKitha  after 
^_-[r-~'  i^^y  ^^^  lanikd  on  the  illand. 

A  NEW  company  was  formed  in  1^63,  under  the 
diredion  of  La  Barre,  maftcr  of  rcqueils,  Their 
capital  was  no  more  than  two  humlr^  ibouf^nd 
livrcs*.  The  affiftance,  they  obtained  frqmthe 
miniftry,  enabled  them  to  expel  the  Dqlchj  who, 
under  the  conduft  of  Spraogcr,  had  taken  poff«f- 
fion  of  the  lands  granted  to  cbcm,  after  they  had 
been  evacuated  by  the  finl  poITeflbrs.  A  yew 
*  after,  this  inconfidcrable  body  made  a  part  of  the 
great  company,  to  which  were  united  all  thole  f 
that  the  nation  had  formed  for  Africa  and  the 
'  fJew  World.     In    1667,  Cayenne  was  infulted, 

^  pillaged,  and  abandoned  by  the  Englifh  j  the  co- 

lonifts,  who  had  Bed  from  it,  took  poflefTioa  of  ic 
again  i  and  it  was  again  taken  from  them  in  1672 
by  the  fubje^s  of  the  United  Provinces,  who' 
Cowld  not  keep  it  longer  than  to  the  year  1676. 
At  this  period  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Mariha! 
P'Etreesi  but  the  colony  hath  not  been  attacked 
fince. 

This  fetilement,  (q  often  overturned,  had  but 
juft  begun  to  be  re-eflabliflied,  and  to  enjoy  fome 
tranquillity,  when  great  hopes  were  ent^rcatntd  of 
it's  fuccefs.  Some  pirates,  laden  with  fpoils  they 
had  gathered  in  the  South  Seas,  came  and  fixed 
there  1  qnd,  what  was  of  greater  confequepcc,  re- 
Ibtved  to  employ  their  treafures  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  lands.-  |t  was  probable  that  their  plan 
would  be  profecuted  wii;h  vigour,  becaufc  their 
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means  ■were  great;  wheii  Ducaffe  propofed  to  °2„?. '^ 
them  in  i68S  the  plundering  of  Surinam.    This  < — ^ — > 
eiciied  [heir  natural  turn  for  plunder;  the  new 
cotonifts  became  pirates  igain,  and  almoft  all  the 
inhabitants  followed  their  example. 

Tafi  expedition  proved  unfortunate.    Some  of 
the  befiege^s  Ml  m  the  attack ;  the  reft  were  taken 
prtfoners>  and  fent  to  the  Caribbee  IdandSi  where 
they  fettled.     Thd  colony  has'  never  recovered 
this  lofs;     Far  from  extending  into  Guiana,  it 
has  never  been  in  a  profperous  ftate  at  Cayenne.  ' 
This  ifland,  which  is  only  parted  from  the 
continencby  one  river,  which  is  divided  inld  two 
branches,  may  be  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  leagues 
in  circumference.   By  a  particular  formation,  very 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  ifiands,  the  land  is  high- 
near  the  water   fide,    and    low   ia   the  middle. 
Hence  it  is  interfered  with  fo  many  moraffes, 
that  all  communication  is  almoft  impracticable^ 
The  only  town  in  the  colony  is  built  in  a  plain  of 
two  miles  in  extent,  where  navigable  canals  might 
have  been  made  with  eafe,  though  care  hath  not 
even  been  taken  to  drain  the   waters  from  it. 
This  village  confifts  of  a  number  of  barracks, 
heaped  upon  one  another  without  order  or  con- 
venience,   where  fevers  are  rather  frequent  in 
fumn^r,    notwithftanding  the  boafted  falubrity 
of  the  fpot    It  is  defended  by  a  covered  way,  a 
large  ditch,  a  mud  rampart,  and  five  baftions. 
In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  father  a  confiderable 
eminence,   of  which  a  redOAibt  has.  been  made, 
th^t  is  called  the  fort,  where  forty  men  might  be 
able  to  capitulate  after  the  place  had  been  taken. 

The 
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"  Sin  "^  "^^^  entrance  into  the  harbour  hath  not  much 
^-  v-^  more  than  thirteen  feet  water.    The  Alps  might 
touch  the  ground  at  fourteen  feet,  but  fortunate- 
ly the  mud  is  foft,  and  the  keel  may  be  driven 
into  it  without  danger. 

The  firft  produftions  of  Cayenne  were,  the 
arnotto,  cotton,  and  fugar.  Ic  was  the  firft  of 
all  the  French  colonies  that  cultivated  cofln:e; 
which  was  brought  thither,  as  it  hath  always  been, 
and  perhaps  is  ftill  believed,  in  1721  by  fomc 
deferters,  who  purchafcd  their  pardon  by  convey- 
ing it  from  Surinam,  where  they  had  taken  re- 
fuge. An  accurate  hiftorian,  hath  lately  affirm- 
ed, probably  from  authentic  information,  that 
this  plant  was  a  prefent  of  M.  de  la  Motte  Aigron, 
who,  in  1722,  had  the  dexterity  to  bring  away 
from  this  Dutch  fettlemcnt,  fome  freih  coffee 
berries,  notwith (landing  the  ftrid  prohibition 
there  is  againfl:  exporting  any  of  them  ii^the  pods. 
Ten  or  twelve  years  after,  cocoa  was  planted. 

In  1752;,  260,541  pounds  weighcof  arnocto, 

80,363  pounds  of  fugar,  17,919  pounds  of  cotton, 

a6,88i  pounds  of  coffee,  91,916  pounds  of  cocoa, 

and  618  trees  for  timber,  were  exported  from  the 

colony.     All  thcfe  articles  were  the  refult  of  the 

labour  of  ninety  French  familiest  a  hundred  and 

twenty-five  Indians,' and  fifteen  hundred  blacks i 

which  made  up  the  whole  of  the  colony. 

Theconrttf      SucH,  and  Weaker  ftiU,  was  the  ftatc  of  Cayenne, 

iawnd'io     when,  in  1763,  the  court  of  Vtrfaillesendeavour- 

«"a^u?ift'  ^^  ^°  render  it  extremely  flourifhing,  by  a  fyftcm 

'"'•hMh'"  ^^^^^  occafioned  a  general  aftonilhment.  -  The 

th[>  pi.n     Frenchhad  then  juft  emerged  from  the  horrors  of 
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an  unfuccefsful  war.    The  fituation  of  affairs  had  ^  xih.* 
determined  .the  miniftry  to  purchafe  peace  with  ■— .^^— / 
the  ceffion  of  feveral  important  colonies.     It  ap-  '^^'^^*' 
peared  equaliy  necellary  to  make  the  nation  for-  »°<'"^'«- 
get  her  diftrefTes,  and  the'errors  ihathad  been  ptoiioiti, 
the  caufcof  them.    The  profpeft" of  better  fortune  """"  . 
might  "amufe  the  people,  and  fdcnce  their  cla- 
mours j  while  their  attention  was  i^emoved  from 
poflelTions  the  nation  had  loftj  and  turned  towards 
Guiana,  which,    it  was  pretendcdi  would  com- 
penfate  all  their  misfortunes. 

This  was  not  the  opinion  of  the  citizens  who 
appeared  to  be  the  beft  informed  of  the  Htuation 
of  things.  A  fettlemertt  formed  a  century  anda 
half  before,  at'a  period  when  the  minds  of  men 
were  irnpctuoudy  urged  to  great  undertakings! 
a  fettiement,  the  labours  of  which  had  not  been 
ruined  by  civil 'difcords,  nor  by  foreign  warSj  a 
fettiement,  -which  had  been  ruled  by"  prudent  di- 
reftors,  with  attention  and  difintereftednefsi  a 
fettiement,  which  had  always  experienced  the  fa- 
vours of  gov^i-nment  and  the  afliftance  of  trade  j  ' 
a-'fettlcment, -where  there  was  a  conftant  and  cer- 
tain mart  for  the  produftions;  ytt,  with  all  rhefe 
advantages,  this  fettiement  was  of  no  confcqucnce. 
No  plantation  had  ever  been  feen  to  flourifti;  no 
fortune  had  ever  been  raifed  in  it.  Mifery  an3 
obfcurity  had  obftinately  attended  at  thofc' pe- 
riods, when  the  other  French  polfeffions  in  Ame- 
rica aftonilhed  the  Old  and  the  New  World  by 
their  fplendour'and  by  their  riches.  It's  fate, 
far  from  being  amended  by  lime  and  by  the  ad- 
vancement of  knowlcge,  was  become  daily  morfc 
unfortunate. 
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'  xin  ^  unfortunate.    How  therefore  could  it  poffihiy 

■i  •, '  ■  fulfil  the  important  dcRiny  that  was  prepared  for 

it?  Tbefc  cQnfiderations  did  not  reftrain  the  mt- 

□iftry.    Let  us  hear  what  hath  been  faid  in  juftl- 

fication  of  their  views. 

Ambrica,  when  it  was  firft  invaded  by  Europe^ 
exhibited  to  it  two  regions  cniircly  different  frqip  " 
eacfa  other,  the  torrid  zone,  ^nd  the  temperau: 
zoncof  the  North.  The  Brft-prefencedto  the 
thirft  of  gold,  Innumerable  obje&s  of  gratifica- 
tion} various  allurements  to  cupidity,  to  idle^ 
nefsi  repoTc;  to  voluptuoufneG  it's  incitement'; 
to  Juxury  it's  rcfijurccs.  That  nation,  which  firft 
took  po0e0]on  of  it,  mu(t  have  .dazzled  by,  it's 
fplendour,  aod  icduced  men  by.  the  image.of'j.t^^ 
happineis.  An  opulence  as  ftrikifig  as  it  .was 
rapid,  could  not  fail  of  giving  itin  the.  Old  World 
aq  infiuence  .fo  much  the  more  c^tenriv;e,  ^s  -the 
nature  of  true  riches  was  unknow'n  there,  .and  as' 
it's  rivals  found  themielvcs  fuddenly  plijng^  into 
»  ftaie  of  relative  indigence,' as  infMppprtabt?-?^ 
that  which  is  real.  It's  new  domain  wa^  the  c^u%- 
try,  calculated  for  defpolifm.  The  heat  preyaiiixig 
there  exhaufted  the  ftrcngth  of  the  Uody;,|8nd 
indolence,  the  neceflary  confequeuce  of  a  ferti- 
lity which  fupplies  all  wants  without  laboar^^c- 
iprjived  the  f6ul  of  all  it's  energy.  This  c««jnfry 
tibmitted  to  it's  deftiny.  The  people  who  inha- 
bited it  were  Haves  who-yaited  fora  mafter^  he 
came,  and  ordered  them  (Q  obey,,  and  his  cotiP 
inands  were  rcfpcAed.  The  fpirit  of  ablblutjc 
.monarchy  was  a  produ^ton  of  the  foil,  which 
Jie  ibuad  already  formed  there;  but  he  alio  found 
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an  impendtng  enemy  to  which  nothing  can  refift,  ■  ^in,  ^ 
and  which,  in  it's  turn,  muft  ncceffarily  fubduc  c  -v— ^ 
him  I  this  Was  the  climate.  In  the  firft  intoyica* 
tion  of  conqoeft,  the  ufurper  formed  the.moft 
extcalive  projefts,  and  conceived  hopes  appa- 
rently the  beft  founded.  He  confidcred  the  fign 
of  wealth  as  the  plaftic  and  preferving  principle 
of  political  ftrength  j  and  how  is  it  poffible  that  he 
Ihould  not  have  been  deceived  in  this  particular? 
If  we  have  got  rid  of  this  prejudice,  it  is  perhaps 
ro  the  difafters  of  that  power  that  we  owe  this  great 
leffon.  They  imagined,  that  with  gold  they 
could  keep  the  nations  in  their  pay,  as  they 
kept  the  Negroes  in  their  chains;  and  never 
confidered  that  this  gold,  which  procured  them 
jealous  allies,  would  turn  them  into  fo  many 
powerful  adverfariesj  who,  uniting  their  arms 
with  the  riches  they  received,  would  make  ufe 
o[  this  double  power  to  effcft  their  ruin. 

The  temperate  zone  of  North  America  could 
only  attract  free  and  laborious  people.  Itfurnifhes 
no  produflions  but  what  are  common  and  necefla- 
ryj  and  which,  for  that  very  rcafon,  are  aconftanc 
fource  of  wealth  and  ftrength.    It  favours  popula-  ' 

tion,  by  fupplying  materials  for  that  quiet  and 
peaceful  rpecies  of  hufbandry  which  fixes  and  mul- 
tiplies families;  and,  as  it  does  not  excite  inor- 
dinate defires,  is  a  fecurity  againft  invafion.  It 
reaches  through  an  immenfe  continent,  and  pre- 
fcnts  a  large  extent  of  country,  on  every  fide,  open 
to  navigation.  It's  coafts  are  waflicd  by  a  fea  which 
is  generally  navigable,  and  abounds  with  harbours. 
The  colonifts  arc  not  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from 

the 
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*  SiiL  ^  ^^^  mother- country  J  they  live  in  a  climate  more 
< — „— ^  analogous  to  their  own}  and  in  a  fituation  that  i» 
fit  for  hunting*  tifhing,  hufbandry,  and  for  all  the 
manly  exercifes  and  labours  which  improve  the 
llrength  of  the  body,  and  are  prefervatives  againft 
ihc  vices  that  taint  the  mind.  .  Thus,  in  America, 
as  in  Europe,  the  North  will  have  the  fuperiortfy 
over  the  South.  The  one  will  be  covered  with  in- 
habitants and  plantations:  while  the  other  will 
lavith  it's  volupti^ous  liquors,  and  it's  golden 
mines.  The  one  will  be  able  to  civilize  the  fa- 
vage  nations  by  it's  intercourfe  with  a  free  peo- 
ple! the  other  will  only  produce  a  monftrous 
mixture  of  a  race  of  Ilaves  with  a  nation  of  ty- 
rants, which  can  never  acquire  any  degree  of 
ftrcngth,  '' 

It  was  of  great  importance  to  the  fouthern  co- 
Ionics  to  have  their  refources  for  population  and 
ftrength  in  the  North,  where  they  might  exchange 
the  commodities  of  luxury  for  thofe  of  neccflity, 
and  keep  open  a  communication  that  might  afford 
them  fuccours  if  they  were  attacked;  a  retreat 
in  cafe  they  were  defeated,  and  a  fupply  of  land- 
forces  to  balance  the  weakncfs  of  their  naval  rc- 
iburcesj 

BEfOKE  the  laft  war,  the  French  fouthern  colo- 
nies enjoyed  this  advantage.  Canada,  by  it's  fitua-i 
rion,  the  warlike  genius  of  it's  inhabitants,  their 
alliances  with  the  Indian  nations  in  friendlhip  with  ~ 
thcFrench,and  fondof  thefranknefs  and  freedom 
of  their  manners,  might  balance,  or  at  Icafl:  give 
umbrage  to  New  England,  The  lofs  of  that  great 
continent  determined  the  French  miniliiry  to  feek 

for 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES, 
for  fupport  from  another.  Guiana  was  thought  a  ' 
very  proper  fituation  for  this  purp6fe,  ifafrceand  < 
national  population  could  be  eftablithcd  there> 
which  might  be  able  to  refift  foreign  attacks,  and, 
in  courfe  of  time,  to  furnifti  a  fpeedy  afliftancc  to 
the  other  colonics,  when  circumflances  might  re- 
quire it. 

Such  was  evidently  the  fyftem  of  the  minifter. 
I:  never  occurred  to  him,  that  a  part  of  the 
world,  thu^-  inhabited,  could  never  enrich  the 
mocher- country  by  the  produce  of  fuch  commo- 
dities as  are  peculiar  to  the  fouthcrn  colonies.' 
He  was  too  intelligent  not  to  know,  that  there 
it  no  fuch  thing  as  felling,  without  complying 
with  the  general  run  of  the  market;  and  that 
this  cannot  be  done  but  by  producing  faleabie 
commodities  at  the  fame  rate  -as  other  nations  can 
aSbrd  them  ;  and  chat  labours,  executed  by  free 
men,  muft  of  neceffity  bear  a  much  higher  price 
than  thofe  that  are  exafted  from  flaves. 

The  mcafures  were  direfted  by  an  aStive  mi- 
nifter. As  a  wife  politician,  who  does  not  facri- 
fice  fafety  to  wealth,  he  only  propofed  to  raife  a 
bulwark  to  protcA  the  French  poITcflions.  As 
a  philofophcr,  who  feels  for  his  fellow-creatures, 
who  knows  and  refpeAs  the  rights  of  humanity, 
be  wilhcd  to  people  thefc  fertile  but  dcfcrt  re- 
gions with  free  men.  But  genius,  efpecially 
when  too  impatient  of  fuccefs,  cannot  forcfec 
every  circumftance.  The  miftake  proceeded 
from  fuppoGng,  that  Europeans  would  be  able  to 
undergo  the  fatigues  of  preparing  lands  for  culti- 
vation under  the  torrid  zone  j  and  that  mcn^  who 
quitted 
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■  xin  ^  qu'tted  their  own  country  only  in  hopes  of  living 
y.Jfv-~m/  with  greater  fatisfaflion  in  another,  vwjuld  accom- 
modate themfelvea  to  the  precarious  fubfiftcnce  of 
a  ravage  lire>  in  a  worJe  climate  than  that  which 
they  had  left. 

This  bad  fyftcm,  which  the  government  was 
draw'n  into  by  a  fct  of  enterprifing  men,  who 
were  either  mifled  by  their  prefumption,  or  who 
facrificed  the  public  good  to  their  own  private 
views,  was  as  extravagantly  executed,  as  it  had 
been  inconfidcrately  adopted..  Every  thing  was 
blended  together,  witTiOut  any  principle  of  legilla- 
tion,  and  without  conHdering  in  what  manner  Na- 
nire  had  adapted  the  feveral  lands  to  the  men  who 
were  to  inhabit  them.  The  inhabitants  were  di- 
vided into  two  dalTcs,  th«  proprietors  and  the  mer- 
ccaaries.  It  was  not  confidered  that  this  divilion, 
at  prefent  eftablifhcd  in  Europe,  and  in  moft  civi- 
lized nations,  was  the  confequence  of  wars,  of  re- 
volutions, and  of  the  numberlefi  chances  which 
time  producesj  that  it,  was  the  effeft  of  the  pro- 
grcfs  of  civilization,  not  the  bafis  and  foundation 
of  fociety,  which  in  it's  origin  requires  that  all  it's 
members  fHould  have  fome  property.  Colonies* 
which  are  new  populations  and  new  fociciies,. 
ought  to  adhere  to  this  fundamental  rule.  It  was  ' 
broken  through  tJc  the  very  Brft  eftablifliment  of 
tht  colony,  by  allotting  lands  in  Guiana  to  thofc 
only  who  were  able  to  advance  a  certun  fund  for 
the  cultivation  of  them.  Others,  whofc  defires 
were  tempted  with  uncertain  hopes,  were  excluded 
from  this  divifion  of  lands.  This  was  an  error 
equalljr  contrary  to  found  policy  and  humanity. 

Had 
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H»4  ^  pQKion  of  4nfJ  bfifii  giy?n  t?  cvf ry  pc;^  '  xiir  "^ 
iflhaf>(^nt  th^  »fW  f?nf  pyer  tf>  tfeis  barffln  and  ».^r«7*J 
(Jcijrt,  cftuntiry,  each  jjefftai  wpujd  ^y-c  cultivated 
Ijjs  R)vp  fppt,  in  pfopprfjon  to  [ils  flrength  pf  a.bl~ 
liacs ;  gne,  by  the  naeaas  his  .money  WQ4ld  hav.e 
4^rdcd  him ;  »naltx«r>  h^  his  avsrn  la{)o^r.  Jt 
WW.  oCCsflUry  thaf  ihgfe,  whp  v/ff?  ppflcfT^d  of  a 
c*|ft(ai,  &QiJld  ofither  be  tjTcpura^edj  be.caufc 
they  WCrs  cneo  pf'grpat  iropprjat^ce  to  a  rifing 
colppy  t  nor  ih«  they  fliovW  havp  an  .c^cjufiye 
preferwce  given  them*  Jcft  »F  Aould  prevent 
th^m  (rofn  ijairiag  ailiitapt;s  who  might  be  willing 
to  be  dependent  on  ch^.  It  was  alfo  indifpea-^ 
fibJy  necefi&ry,  ihac  every  member  of  the  nev 
colony  fljpuld  be  offered  fome  property,  with 
whifh  he  might  employ  his  labour,  his  inouftryt 
his  m.O/>Py»  in  a  W^l4»  ht^  greater  9?  Icfs  powers 
tp  hi^  A^viDfagp,  If  pught  cp  have  been  fore- 
fcpp,  .tbat  Europpans,  in  whatever  fituation  they  ' 
y.we*  ffiPuJd  npt  q.ui):  thfir  o^^fn  .?otjntry,  but  yfith 
the  hopes  of  improving  their  fortunes  and  that 
(kcciying  their  hPpe,s  and  confidence  in  -this  re- 
fpe£V,  wpuJd  be  ^  effectual  way  to  ruin  the  co- 
lony iateoded  to  be  eftabliflied. 

Mbn,  who  are  tranfplanted  into  uncultivated 
regionS}  are  furrounded  with  wants  of  every  kind  } 
the  belt- directed,  and  mott  conxinued  labours, 
cannot  prevent  tliofe,  who  go  into  thofe  deferis  to 
clear  the 'lands,  Stom  being  deprived  of  every  re- 
fource,  'dll  the  peripd,  more  or  lefs  diftant,  o( 
the  haiyeft  arrives.  Accordingly,  the  court  of 
VcrfaiHes,  by  whom  fo  ftriking  a  truth  could  not 
be  unnoticed,  engaged  to  fupport,  indifcriminate^ 

yot.VI.  D  ly. 
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"  xiH  "^  ^y*  **^  ****  Gcraiarw,  and  all  the  French,  wha 
I— V— »  were  intended  to  eftabUfh  the  population  of 
Guiana.  But  this>  ihoogh  an  aft  of  juftice,  was 
not  an  a£t  of  prudence.  It  ought  to  have  been 
forefeen,  that  the  provifioDS  would  be  ilUchofen 
by  the  agents  of  goyernment.-  It  ought  to  have 
been  forefeen,  that  tf  they  had  even  been  chofen 
with  zea1>  prudence,  and  difinterellcdnrfs}  mott  • 
of  them  muft  unavoidably  have  been  fpoiled,  ei- 
ther in  the  paflage,  or  oh  their  arrival.  It  ought 
to  have  been  forefeen,  that  fait  nieats>  dther  well 
or  ill  prefcrved,  would  never  be  a  proper  food 
for  unfortunate  refugees,  who  had  forfaken  a 
■wholcfomc  and  temperate  climate^  to  live  among 
the  burning  fands-  of  the  torrid  zone,  and  to 
breathe  the  damp  and  rainy  air  of  the  (relics. 

A  joDiciooS'  plan  of  policy  ought  to  have  at- 
tended to  the  multiplication  of  cattle,  before  it 
had  thought  of  fettling  men  there.  This  prccau- 
.tion  would  not  only  have  infured  a  wholefome 
fubfiftence  to  the  firft  cotonifts,  rt  would  like- 
wife  have  fupplied  theip  with  convenient  inftru- 
ments  for  the  undertakings  which  are  reqaired  in 
the  formation  of  a  new  colony.  With  this  alBft- 
ance,  they  would  have  thought  nothing  of  la- 
bours, which  the  mtniftry  would  have  undertaken 
to  pay  liberally,  and  would  have  prepared  habita- 
tions and  proviQonis  for  thofe  who  were  to  come 
after  them.  By  purfuing  foch  raeafufes,  which 
could  not  require  any  depth  of  thought,  the 
fettlemcnt  which  it  was  intended  to  form,  would 
have  acquired,  in  a  Ihort  time,  the  cdnfiftence  i»f 
whidr  it  was  fufceptible. 

■    -TflXSE 
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These  vcrjr  plua  and  -  natural  r^^iona.' 
were  never  fugge(t?d.  Twelve  chouran4;  men,  « 
after  a  tedtou« ',  voj^agr^  were  landed,  ^pon, 
dreafy  and:inh(>rpiiai?lelhpr<es.  It  is  well  .kpow'n^ 
that,  almbft.;throughout  ihe  ^oTid  ztMie,  the 
year  is  dividcd^toco  cwo-feafons,  ttie  dry  -i^d-the 
rainy.  Id  Guiana,  fuch-  heavy  rains  fait,  from 
the  beginning  of  November  to  the  end  of  May,- 
that  the  lands  ^r?  either  overflowed,  orjatJcait 
Unfit'for  citlage^l  Had  th?  oew  colonics  arrived 
there  in  the  beginning  of  the  dry  fcafon,  and 
been  placed  onthe  lands  deftined  for  thcro,  they 
would  have  had,  time  to  put  their  habitations' in 
order,  to  cut  down  or  burn  the  woods,  and  to 
plough  and  fipw  their  fields. 

Fon  want  of  thefe  precautions,  they  knew  not 
where  to  befliow  fuch  multitudes  of  people  as  were 
conftantly  pouring  in  juft  at  the  rainy  feafon.  The 
idand  of  Cayennt:  might  have  been  a  proper  place 
for  the  rcceptiqn  and  rcfreJhment  of  the.  new- 
comers, 'till  they  could  have  been  difpofed  of-j 
there  they  might  have  found  lodging  and  aQiift- 
aA?c,  But  the  falfe  opiniop  which  prevailed,  thac 
the  new  colony  muft  not  .be  intermixed  withrth^ 
old;  deprived  <hem  of  this  rcfource.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  prejudice,  twelve  thoufand  unfor- 
tunate men  were  landed. on  the  iflands  iifl,5a/a/, 
or  on  the  banks  of  the  Kourou,  and  were  placed 
,yndtf  tenrs,  :Qr  tinder  miferable  Iheds.  .  In.  this 
jfitnation,  totally  inaitive,  weary  of  exiftence,  and, 
-in.*ant  of  4II  fie?eff?ries,  eypofed  to  contagious 
diftetnpers,  which  are  always  occafioncd  by 
tainted  provilroiis,  and.to.aU.;thc  irregularities 
:     "    '  -  D  2  which 
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'xi?t.^  T#fiiclt-icnin^  iKiftffii%  jHwduceS  itnottg  men 
(.si-v^  of  thtj  lowe'ft  clif),  t«lftH)ve<l-  fer  from  theip  natiw*' 
ArtMrfry,  and  placed'  under  a  foreign  iky;  they^ 
ended  their  wretched  life  ia  aM  the  hofport  of  de;. 
ipair.  ThciV  flfti  will  ever  c^'iloud  for  vei>-; 
gence'im  thofe  ivbo  either  invrtftStdj  dr  pronidted? 
ft)  deftruftive  a  fchemr,  to  which  fttraartyviflfimsi 
were'-facrtflrtdi  aS  if  the  devall!«ti(ws  of  war, 
which  they  were  intended  to  repall-,  had  no* 
iVept  away  a  ftilRcicnt  number  in  the  coorfe  6$ 
eight  years. 

,'Fhat  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  completB 
this  difafter,  and  that  15,000,000  of  livres  *,  em^ 
pfoyeff  in  the  fuccefs  of  this  abford  fyftem,  ittighe 
be  entirely  lofV,  the  man  who  was  oom»iiflion«ci 
to*  piic  an  end  za&icfe  various  calamities,  thought 
proper  tb  bring  back  into  Europe  two  thoofafld 
hien,  frftorc  fobuft'  cohftitution  had  refifted  'th« 
iiicteiTtencycFthecHmate,  and  had  enabled  them 
to  ftpjpbrt  greaeer  miferies  than  arc  to  be  de- 
-fcribed. 
'  ThK  ftate  hath  fortunately  had  fufficient  ftrengtft 
to  bear  thefe  heavy  lofles.  But  hew  dreadful 
is  it  for  our  country,  for^he  fabjcfts,  for  bVerf 
inali  ivho  is  interefted  in  the  lives  of  his  ieHow- 
'citizt^s,  to  fee  them  thus  kvifhed  upon  ruinoi;t» 
l^nttrprfzCs,  by  an  abfurd  }ealoufy  of  authority^ 
Vhrcb  etijoins  the  tnoft  rigorous  feciiecy  upon  aH 
public  tranfaifbions.  Is  it  not  then  the  interefl  tff 
tht  iihoie  nation,  that  her  rulers  I^uld  be  well 
iijtbfittctl^  ■  And  how  can  they  be  fo>  butfrotti 

colledni^ 
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bt^eAiag  igfcncAl  ifffoAiTACMii^  Mhiy  (Mxiii 
pn^et^ls,  idf  Whkh  the  p^le  ^K  rttr  bt  :btKb 'tbc 
bk^«&  «hd  rite  mftruooent,  "be  xoiKcaled  from  ' 
them  i  .Can  .the  will  foe  ■commanded  withotit  the 
jttfieiiitoty^iorfcafrwefiorpireAQtH'age  without  i£)n- 
fldpnge  i  .  The^utly  itrue  inftJiination  is  to  be  ob* 
tftiiMd^frarn  public  writuogs,  wliere  eitutK^fipoArs 
«adv%uiftfi>  )at]^  falfchood  ifoars.co.bc^dctdfted. 
Sttnc-OKmoinii  iprtivate' fcbtfims,  we  oemnuiDlf 
the  wmki^  lirnful  iand  inicaniShid  rnen,'  Myho  iiir- 
fin«itexhciiffal«cs  into  tlic.-csbi{Reis  aC  perf»iu.  in 
adminificiuioA,:  by  dark,  dblique,  itod  Anf3ite& 
ways.  When  a  prince  or  a  rainiftcr-has  laKted  nc- 
fteidii^  tO:ibe^(^iniDn  of  thelpuUie,  <ir  Qf.ien- 
£ghtrned.  m6a>  if  he  be  ul)f6rt»tiate,  he  oanooc 
oh  ahy  acoounc  'be  hbaied.  :£ut,  wheniehter- 
|)rizes  «ve  undcrt^n  ytithoot  the  advi«e>  w 
againft  ^Eie^fenfe  of  tfae.people ;  when  erefits-ah! . 
^roDght'on  iDDflcMiw'ii  to  thofewhoife 'lives. and 
'fortunes  ard  .-cacptJied.-by  chem^i  what  can  this  be 
but  nfecrtcicague,  a  cambiokrian  vf  a  few 'indi- 
viduals itgaoinfi  :fociety  io  general?  Can. St. be 
f  offiblfc,  tt)Bt  authority  Tfliould  think  :;itif^:  de- 
Igeadod  by  an  inrercoBrS:  .^ich  the  citizens?.  iOr 
■will  men  in: power  for  crer  treat  the  rcftiof'mnn- 
kiad  with  fo  groat  a  d^ree^  of  contempt,  as  npt 
«v«i  to.defirtthat  (he  injuries  they  have  done 
tfaefij  fliouW  be  ibcgiven  ? 

W-qAT  has  ibcen  (he  confect^ence  of  that  oi- 
tzilrapjie,  in  which  fo  <many  fubjefts,  fo  many 
fa^e^ners,  have  :b£en  facrifioed  to  the  ^Itifioits 
of  the  French  miniilry  with  rcfpcft  to  Guiana? 
This^unhappy  Climate  has  been  inveighed  againft 
D  3  'xhh 
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*  5m.*  !*tttb.-'tW-the.1-anc«tf  with  whith  reftintmcnt  and 

.*-.  in  i ..  ^  KUBfcntune  aan  aggitwracc  it's  »^v  evils.    Focf- 

tunately,  the  Qb&cv^iQnA.-of.a  feW  enlighteiwd 

men -enable  us  toxiear-up  this  confufioa. 

idMth«t         This  vaft  Country,  which' wn^-decorsttd^wicii 

fotmcdor     the  magniBcent  title  of  Equinoftial  Francej'-ii 

iid*.7Sll.    not  .the  fole  property' oftht  court  of  Verfalics, 

Mrfcui-  „  they  fomiH-ly:  pretended.     The.Duich,   by 

lettUag  to  the  Noctfa,  and  the  Fortoguezexo  cliki 

-Southi'  have  confined  the  French  faetweeq  the 

jivcnoi  Marony  and  Vincent  Fin^^on*.  or.Oyft- 

{)odc^ /which  interval  fttU  forms  a.ipicei}£.inorc 

than  a'hund'red  leagues. 

Th^  feas  whichwater  thislongtueot  of  coaft, 
aM'~iife,  open,  and  fre^  from  any.obftacle  whig^ 
might  impede  navigation.  There  -are  only  the 
iliandB  du  Sdui,  at  three  leagues  ditUoce  from 
the  continent,  to  be  fcenin  them.  As  they  »ir 
divided  osiyr  by  a  channel  of  ibnrfcore  totfesj 
they  might  be  ^eafily  united,  and^  after  their 
junction  they  would  form  a  fuBicient  Ihelter  for 
the.  largefi  Ihips.  Nature  hath  diTpofed  things 
in  fuch:  a  manner,  that  the  pofl.  might  be  ren" 
dered  impregnable  at  a.  trifling,  cxpence,  with 
the  ihaterials  which  are  to  be  foond  upon'  the 
fpot.  -From,  this  harbour,  which  abounds  in 
turtles  part  of  the  year,  and  which  is  ficuated  to 
windward  of  the  Archipelago, of 'America,  afqua- 
;  dron  might,  in  time  of  war,  fail  in  the  fpace  of 

fcvco  or  eight  days,  to  the  a0iftance  of  the  na- 
tional poHtlTions,  or  to  attack  thofc  belonging  to 
the  enemies  of  France. 

Thsks 
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Thmb  is  no  dangd^  to  be  feared  in  thefc  lati-  ,  *  *^  ^ 
cudes.  The  winds  are  generally  farourabk  for  w.^^.!^ 
apprMchiBg  the  c6kAt,  as  mucK  o^  as  little  as 
one  ina)t  Chufe.  If  the  contrary  fliould  happen^ 
wliicb  is  extremely  uQcommon  i  of^  there  Ifaould 
be  a  calm,  the  ihips  have  the  refource  of  anchor^ 
ing  ev^ry  where  upon  an  exodlent  bottom. 

THEkx  advantages  are  unfc»-tunaiely  accompa^ 
nied.With  a  few  inconveniences.  The  navigator* 
are  obftrufted,  on  their  coming  in,  by  rapid  cui> 
Tents.  If,  in  Orddr  to  avoid  them,  they  fliould 
go  too  near  the  lan^i  <hey  would  find  alnx>ft 
every  where  a  deficiency  ftfwai*r.  Tkere>  is  not 
■any  to  be  found,  even  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivers, 
which  can  receive  none  but  veryfmall  ftiips. 
The  river  of  Aprouague  is  the  only  one- which  is 
twelve  feet  deep.  In  this  river  the  veffels  may 
be  run  aground  upon  a  fbft  bottom,  and  may  un- 
dergo ail  the  neceHary  repairs,  without  creating 
any  anxiety.  It  is  neceffary,  however,  10  make 
great  difpatch,  bccaufe  the  beft  conllradted,  and 
bcft  fitted  out  veffde,  are  dcftroyed  in  a  fmall 
fpace  of  time-,  by  the  worms',  by  the  muddy  wa- 
ters, by  the  rains,  and  by  the  heats. 

Iif  this  region,  though  near  the  equator,  the 
climate  is  very  fupportable*  This  temperature 
may  be  attributed,  perhaps,  to  the  length  of  the 
nights,  and  to  the  abundance  of  fogs. and  dewi. 
Guiana  never  experiences  thoEe  iuffocating  heats 
which  are  fo  common  in  many  other  countries  of 
America. 

UwroRTPNATELY,  this  colony  is  dcftroyed  by 

deluges  of  water,  during  the  firft  fix  months  of 

D  4  the 


iiizedbv  Google 


4«  HISTORr  OF  •SETTtEMENTS  AN©  TRADE 

'  Jiu.*  the  year,  arid  fomttidies  tengen  TUcfe  .fiqicr-. 
iip— rV  abun'd^t  rains  level  the  elevared  fituat^diu^ 
drovfrn  'the  ^lim,  deilroy  che  f^antti  tad  fre- 
,queatl)>  {lifpedd  the  molt  (Agefic  tabotirs.  .Vege- 
tation, ifi  at  tliat  tinne  fo  powerftll>  that  it  ii.ido- 
poQible  to  reftraln  it  wtthiti  prapCTlimtMt  what- 
ever numbcrt  of  Jjcople  may  be  eitJfdoyed  foi* 
that  purpolt.  To  ch»  c»lamtty  fMC«<eda  aiw^ieri 
»nd  that  is  A  long  dibught,  which  opcMj  a(>d 
.parches  up  ch(^  ground. 

Varioos  havd,  for  a  long  time,  be^n  thp  opi- 
.&ioo&,c6ncerfiing  the  fdil  9f  Guiana.  It  is  know'n 
^i  'prefcQtj  rhat  it  is  ftipftly  a  ftony  turff'  covered 
.over  with  fand^  and  with  the  remains  .of  fpme  ve- 
getables. Thefc  grounds  are  worked  with  faci- 
lity, but  their  produce  is  very  triftirtg,  and  it^ti 
does  not  Uft  longer  than  f>vt  or  fix  years.  .The 
planter  is  then  obliged  to  till  new  grounds,  whjch 
undergo  the  fame  fate  as  the  former.  Th<tk  til- 
Jiges  eveni  which  arc  executed  in  fome  parts  of  a 
:dccp.^r  foil,  which  is  to  be  found  at  it^tervals, 
'do  not  laft  long,  becaufe  the  repeated  rains, 
.  .which 'fall  in  torrents  in  thofe.  regions^  foon  wafh 
Bway  the  juice  that  might  render  them  fruitful. 

It  was  upon  thefe  .meager  plains  that  the 
firft  French,  whto  were  driven  to  Guiana  by  a 
fttaideftiny,  formed  a  fettlemcnt.  The-gcnera- 
.tioiis  which  fiicceeded  them  fearched  for  ttiOre 
fertile  territories  in  all  part's,  hut  could  not  Bnd 
any.  In  vain  did  the  treafury  ntake  feyeral 
great  facrifices  to  improve  this  colony.  Thefe 
^pences  Vcre  unavailirig,  becaufe  they  cOuJd 
pptaher  the  nature -of  things,    The'esample  of 

the 
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|he  Dutch^  who,  after  having  hAg&i^ied  in^  *  xiu*^ 
neigbbonrhood  upon  the  high  gjo^ndsj  hft4  ^  •)—^^' 
laft  fuccee^cd  upon  plantations  formed  in  mo- 
raSes^  -which  were  drained  off  with  -Lmmenic  la- 
bour* did  not  make  any  imprellron.  'At  length 
M.  Mallouet,  being  intniftcd  with  cfae  admiiu- 
ftration  of  this  unfortunate  fectlement,  hath  him- 
felf  carried  into 'execution  what  he  had  feen  prac- 
tifed  at  ^iirioun  j  and  tlie  place  which  he  liad 
lefcued  from  the  ocean  was  immediately  covered 
wich  proVifions.  This  circumAance  hath  inlpTred 
'tlie  colo'nltts,  wit^  a  fpirit  of  emulacion}  of  which 
'they  Were  not  thought  to  be  fufcepti^ble,  and  th^f 
wait  oifly  for  the  favourable  affift'ance  of  go- 
verhmeiit,  to  ehrkh  the  ihdiher-country  with 
their  pfoduftiohs. 

Xhe  plaiitatiohs  will  be  li'ereafter  eflabliDied 
i^h.  thbfe'territonds  that  are  forrhcd  by  levelling 
'^oT'the  niotintams,  and  by  the  fca.  It  will  be  nc- 
celTary  to  dry  up  the  moraiIes>  to  dig  canals,  and 
fo  tbhftrUa  dykes.  But  why  JhOuld  the  French 
^be  "apjJl'diefi'fii'e  of  undertaking  what  thtfy  have 
'e'jfidtited  ifilh  fo  much  Hicccfs  i^jpbh  their  own 
frbfitiers  ?  '^hy  ftiould  the  court  of  Verfailles  fe- 
'TiJfe  to  eitcbuYage,  by  loans  and  by  gratifications, 
Ijcbdui-G  of  tillage  that  are  really  ufeful  ?  It  is 
m  the  clearing  of  the  lands  that  confifts  the  true 
'Wnqueft  over  chaos,  for  the  advantage  of  all 
mankind  j  and  not  in  the  Obtaining  of  provinces, 
■which  are  depopulated  and  laid  wafte,  in  drdiir 
'thix  we  may  acquire  them;  which  iavilh  th'e 
blbdd  6f  ^o  nations,  without  ehrtchihg  eitheri 
aild  which  mull  be  maintained  at  a  great  expence, 

an4 
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*  Si*  *  ****  covered  for  ajges  with  troops*  before  we  can 
'Sm'-i-^  'flatter  ourfelves  with  the  peaceable  poffeffion  of 
■rfjem.  ■'     '     ; 

"■EvERy  thing  invites  the' French  miniftry  to 
porfoe  the  plan  which  we  have  venturetl'tp 
pTopofe.  The  fubtcrraneous  fires,'  which  are  to 
iomriion  in  the  reft  qf  America,  are  at  prcfent  ex- 
tinguilhed  in  Guiana. '  There  are  never  any  earth- 
'qmkes,  neither  do, hurricane^  exercifc. their  ra- 
vages upon  thof?  ■  coalis.  The  aCcefs  to  this 
country'  is  attended  with  fo  many  difficulties, 
that  we  may  foretel  it  will  not  be  conquered. 
The.  French  iflahds,  on  the  contrary,  which 
have  already  been  once  taken,  attradk  the  attcn- 
'tidh,  and  incite  the'  cupidity  of  a  nation,  highly 
.diffarisfied  with  having  r^ftored  them.  This  cir- 
cumtlance  makes  i^s  prefume,  that  they  will  always 
'bedifpofed  to  repair,  by  force  of  arms,  the  defefls 
of  their  negociations.  The  well-grounded  confi- 
dence they  repofe'  in  their  navy,r, may  perhaps 
Toon  precipitate  them  into  a  new  war,  in  order 
that  they  may  regain  what  they  have  rcftored, 
"and  extend  their  ufurpatlons  ftill  further.  Should 
fortune  again  favour  their  enierprizes  j  fhould  a 
'people,  encouraged  by  viftpries,  of  which  the 
citizens  alone  reap  the  advantages,  be  forever 
triumphant  over  a^pation  which  fights  for  the'tr 
King^  onl^,  Guiana  would  at  leaft  prove  a  great 
jefoyrce,  where  all  the  produdtions  which  are  bc- 
.come  necefiary, by.  habit,  might  Ij?  cultivated; 
for  which  an  enormous  tribute  mul!t  be  paid  i»o 
forcigncw. 
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foreigners,  if  the  colonics  of  the  nadon  w^«  un-  ^  JjJ  * 

able  10  furnifli  them.  ,    •^— ir-T!' 

The  drying  up  of  the  coafts  of  Gui«ia  would 
require  long  «>d  difficult  labours.  Where  can  a 
fufficicnt  number  of  men  be  found  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  undertaking  ? 

It  was  thought  in  1763,  that  the  European*  J^*"" 
would  be  fit  for  this  purpofe.    Twelve  thoufand  ^ftji. 
of  them  were  the  viftims  of  this  opinion.    About  tumor 
fixty  German»  or  Acadian  families,  alone  efcaped  l^uut^ 
the  cataftrophe.    They  fettled  upon  the  Sina-  •^*'«* 
rhary,  the  banks  of  which  arc  never  over6owed 
by  the  Tea,   and  where  there  are  fome  natural 
meadows,  and  a  great  quantity  of  turtles.     Thit 
fmali  colony  increafes,  and  lives  happily  along 
the  fide  of  that  river.    Their  rcfources  confifl;  of 
fifljing,  hunting,  breeding  of  cattle,  and  the  cul- 
ture of  a  fmall  quantity  of  rice,  and  of  maize. 
Some  fpeculative  perfons  have  concluded  from 
this  inftance,  that  white  people  might  be  able 
to  cultivate  Guiana  i  but  they  have  not  confi- 
dered,   that  colonies  have  been  founded  only 
/or  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  vendible  commodlr 
ties  i  and  that  thcfe  commodities  require  labours, 
more  conftant   and    more  fatiguing  than  thofe 
which  are  cultivated  on  the  borders  of  the  Sina- 
rnary. 

The  natives  of  the  country  might,  it  is  faid^ 
execute  without  inconvenience  thofe  labours 
which  are  fatal  to  us.  Thefe  favages  were  fuffi- 
ciently  numerous  upon  the  coaft  when  it  was  dif- 
covered }  but  rheir  number  hath  been  To  much 
^imimlbed  by  European  crucltiesj  that  there  are 

at 
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fa^y^_f  them  capable  of  bearing  arths.  BtK  fechc  ad» 
vWRvrcn^  «4fo  Jisre  Indf  iptfoemted  into  the  m- 
laM'cVWftrics,  -kitve  ^fotfveMd  fevcoilimdll  Ba- 
ttel, A^  moft  barburous  than  «he  other. 
They  have  every  *here  p«n»ivcd  the  dp|n-effi(m 
ef  she  womcta,  fdperilttioiB  which  preruit  the 
Inorttafeiof  popti'atian,  armnorniei  which  can  only 
bevkUngoilhiid  h^  tht  cnlire  deftrti&ten  of  farm-» 
hett-ahd  of  colonies ;  the  Jlhocking  jiBgti9£t  of  old 
RDti^f  fii:k:peop)e'}  the  hafeiluaLiric  of'chc  moft 
tanothrond  the  moft  fdbule  pmfeiiB,  and  a  mulli* 
tode-of  tMhcr  evUs,  thchidcooi  Ijjcftacietof  whrch 
is  '3)0  gcftCTjdly  dUpl^ed  ia  a  .-ftarc  of  iMtuiv. 
TraveHcrs,  iibwertr,  aee  nceived  with  rcfpeft, 
t(nd  fcffl^ed  with  ch&  moll  anboundcd  ^neroli- 
i^jianH  ctae  moft  aftcf^ing  furrpUcity.  iThcy  eh- 
t?r  into  the  irut  ■of  the  favagt,  fit  down  by  the 
fide  of  his  Hiked  wift  and  thuughcn-fc,  paftaJce  oif 
thl«-  Tdpaftj  and  repoTe  upon  the  fame  bed.  The 
tttxcdJy-ThBy  ak-e  laden  'i*idi  ptonBanA,  and  ac* 
iconipifiied  to  fome  diftant*  mmi  their  journey  bf 
tHcfrfwges,  from  whom'  they  part  -with  demon- 
ft>tftions  <xf-friend(hip.  But  tTris  hofpitablc-fcene 
Wrty  becofne  feldbdy  in  an  inftam.  Thcfitvage  is 
jerftHis  to  excefs,  and  on  the  lead  fign  of  fami- 
liarity which  fliould  alarm  him,  he  would  put  his 
gUitftto  de«t1>. 

-  Twi  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  wotHd  be,  to  coHeii 
theft  '■pcpfcrually  waiidcring  people.  This  mea- 
,  fure  Trifight  be  facilrcated,  'by  diftributing  in  a 
pt6ptr  "matrwer  a  few  preftnts,  Tinted '  to  their 
iafte.  Thfc  'rtioTt  fcrupulous  attention  ftould^bo 
exerted. 
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ocnted,  to  avoid  bt inging  t<)gQttKr>  in  <hei  Umn  ■  5,  J  ^ 
place,   fvch  of  thefe  nauom  w  bave  iR.  wfiw* 
mouDtable  awvfioii  ca  each  other. 

TnifrE  colonies  {ivivid  not  be  cafuaU^  fianasd* 
It  would  be  proper  ta  difttlbutc  them  ia  foch  a 
manner,  4s  ta' be  able  to.  peheiraK,  with  cafir» 
into  the  ialand  parts.  In  pioporcion  as  thelc  fet* 
cknrwntG  flaall  acquire  ftrength,  tbaj  val\  faciUt 
tate  the  eftablilhment  of  new  habitations. 

^o  conTideracion  hath  jet  beta  powetful 
enough  tft  Sx.  thefe  Indians.  The  faefll  wajr  ta 
fuceeedf  would  be  to  diflribute  cow^  amoeg 
th«m>  wbidi  the^  would  not  be  able  to  feed,  vtth^ 
out  cutting  down  woods,  in  order  to  form  pafbure 
grounds.  The  vegetables  ^and  the  ffuit^rees 
with  which  their  habitation  -would  be  enrichod, 
might  prove  a  further  iaducemcnt  to.  them  to 
give  up  their  wandering  liie.  It  is  probable  that 
thefe  rcfources,  the  advantage  of  which  they 
have  never  know'n,  might  dilgaft  theai,  in  tiaie, 
of  bunting  and  BQiing,  which  are  at  prefeiu.tlic 
tinly  fuppOFt  of  then  mi&rablc  and  precarious 
exigence. 

Thbre  woB*d  ftlU  revnaih'  a  much  mope  fatal 
prejudice  to  fubdue.  It  h  an  idea  geneiaUf 
adopted  among  nations,  that  f<3deRtaF)r  »ccupai» 
tions  are  fuitable  to  women  only.  This  fefl^ejft 
pride  degrades  allikindsof  laboara  in  thercyv  of 
i4ie  xwpi  'An  int^igcnt  niiffionary  migln  jnau 
|Ioy  hifc  lints  lo.  adv>anta^,  in  eo^ating  ,iiUs 
infatuatliM.  Re  onould;  ennoJDit  (he.  IjdMnmaf 
agricukme,.  by  egierci^Dg  choa  hjmfelf  wuh  fab 
diiMren^'-ai|d  bji  this  great- and  &nuiiasc^a* 
9  tagem. 
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*  SiiL  ^  ^8*'^>   *>=  would  fucceed  in  diffufing  a  new- 
\'_  -J- ilT  fyftem  of  moralitjr  among  the  young  men.    Te 
might,  perhaps,  be  alfo  poflible  to  overcome  the 
indolence  even  of  the  parents^  if  it  could  be  con- 
trived to  excitetheir  defircs.   It  is  not  improbable' 
'  but  that  they  would  culuvate  provifions,  -in  Order 

to  bartci-  them  againfl;  fome  other  mercantile 
accicles,  which  might  have  become  ne'ceflary  to 
them  from  habit. 

This  falutary  end  would  be  far  from  being 
anfwered,  if  the  favages,  when  collcAed  together, 
were  fubjefted  to  a  poll-tax,  and  to  the  labours 
of  vaflalage,  as  the/  havC'  been  by  the  Portugueze 
and'  thc'  Spaniards,  upon  the  borders  of  ilie 
Amazon,"  of  the  Rio-Negro,  and  of  the  Oroo* 
iioko.  ■  Thefe  people  muft  have  bctfn  fuffered 
to  enjoy,  for  ages,  the  benefits  of  cultivation, 
before  ihey  fliould  be  obliged  to  bear  the  burthens 
of It.i".  : 

But  even  after  this  happy  revolution,  Guiana 
would  ftilt  but  very'  imperfeilly  fulfil  the  exten- 
iivc  views  which  the  court  of  Verfailles  may  have. 
The  feeble  hands  of  the  Indians  will  only  bring 
forth  commbdiries-  of  moderate  value.  In  order 
to  obtain  rich  produfiions,  it  will  be  necefiary 
tO'have  recourfe  to  the  firong  arms  of  the  Nc- 
graes,    .         >    " 

The ■  facility  which  thefe  flaves  will  Have;  <rf" 
deferting  their  manufactures,  ^xciCes  apprehen- 
.fions>^;-They  will*  take  refuge,  they  will  gather 
together,  they  will  intrench  themfelves,.]t  is  faid, 
.in  vafl:  forefts,  ■  \rfiere  the  plenty  of  game,'  and  of 
^,  will  fupply  them  with  an  eafy  TubOftence  3 
where 
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where  the  heac  of  the  climate  will  idlow  them  tO.  ■*  *J^  "^ 
go  without  ctothfisj   and  where  tbey,  will  no»ec  v«^^-liJ 
want  {oc  wood  fit  to  make  bows  and  atTDW$<  :0n;: 
hundred  of  them  hid  taken  this  refoUuion  9h(>)f^ 
thirty  years  ago.    The  troops  fent  co  reduce  them  * 

^ain  to  fubjefbion  were  repulf^d;  This  check 
excited  the  apprehenlions  of  a  general  deferuon» 
and  confternatiQti  prevailed  throughout  the  colony* 
They  were  uncertain  what  meafures  to  purfue ; 
when  a  mifTtonary  fee  out,  attended  by  a  fmglc 
Negroe,  arrived  at  the  Ipot  where  the  engage- 
ment had  taken  place,  raifed  up  an  altar» 
aOembled  all  the  deferters  by  ringing  a  bell,  {aid 
inafs  to  them^  harangued  them,  and  brought 
them  all  back,  without  exception,  to  their  former 
mafters.  But  the  Jefuits  who  had  merited,  and 
obtained  the  confidence  of  thefe  unfortunate 
people,  are  no  longer  in  the  colony  (  and  their 
fuccefTors  have  not  fhew'n  either  the  lame  afti- 
vity,  or  an  equal  knowlege  of  the  human 
heart.  Neverthelefs,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
impoflible  to  prevent  the  evaCon  of  thefe  un- 
happy victims  of  our  cupidity,  by  rendering 
their  condition  fupportable.  The  law  of  necefr 
fity,  which  commands  even  tyrants,  will  eH'a-: 
blifh  in  this  region  a  fpirit  of  moderation,  which 
humanity  alone  QUght  to  excite  every  where. 

This  new  arrangement  of  things  would  engage  Bcrore  ur 
the  governmc(i,E  jn  conliderablc:  cxpences.  Be--  m^w^ 
forfi  they  enter  upon  them,  they  will  ciaminei  c^  -t 
whefiher  the  colpny  hath  hitherto  obtained  frt^  ■""■"  ■>« 
nature,  that  kind  of  coi}fl;itutibn- which  was  nccefr  confer. 

'-"--■       -  nbtlhertl 

CDlonr  be 

jig    Will  (ontfi- 
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'  ziS.  **  ''''  """'^  fiiitoble  place  to  became  the  eapiail  i»ir 
i.-v-*^  >  l^rgs  «ftaMi'hineQC.  This  indeed  is  our  (^ 
k?^ui^u  nmn :  bva  fome  able  men  thtak  othcrwtle,  aad 
*^*^  '•-   riietF  arguriFMRts  muft  de  diTcuffcd. 

Tbese  views  may  be  excetienE]  and  yet  ic  is- 
not  a  matter  of  fiirprife  that  the  advantages  ctf* 
them  fhould  not  have  been  fooocr  perceived. 
The  (Kfcernment  of  fome  things  is  attended  with 
ft)  much  d^ulty>  th ^  it  can  only  be  furmotiotcd 
by  experience,  or  by  genius.  But  the  progreft 
of  experience  is  (low,'  and  requires  time  i  and 
geijiu?,  ^hi«h,  like  the  courfcrs  of  the  gods, 
clfars  an  immeaie  interval  at  one  leap,  may  be 
expeftcd  for  ages.  When  it  appears,  it  is  either 
rejcfted  or  perfecuted  j  and  when  it  fpeaks,  it  is  not 
hear'd.  If  it  fhouid  by  chance  be  attended  to,  the 
fpirit  of  jealoofy  inveighs  againft  it's  projcds,  and 
traducing  them,  as  fublime  reveries,  makes  tbem 
abortive.  The  general  intereft  of  the  multitude 
might,  perhaps,  fupply  thcpeneinition  of  genius, 
if  it  lycte  (uffcrcd  freely  to  exert  it's  influence: 
but  it  is  inceiTantly  thwarted  by  authority  i  the 
^cpofltftries  qf  W)hich,  while  they  undcrftand.no- 
thing,.  pretend  to  regulate  every  thing.  Who  is 
tjw  fnap  w/ipm  they  wiH  honour  with  their  con- 
fidence, ?nd  vririi  their  intimacy  ?  It  is  the  impu- 
dent ffatterer,  who,  without  believing  it,  will  be 
continu^y  repeating  to  them,  that  they  are  a  fct 
of  wonderful'betnga.  The  mifchief  is  firft  jdone 
by  their  fcily,  and  k  perpMu«cd,  by  a  fpirit  of 
f^e  (hame.  Which  prevents  them  irbra  acknow* 
ieging  the^f  errors.  FaMe  combinatibns  are  ex- 
■  haufte'd,  before  tiiey  have  Jifcovered  «he  true 
ones,  or  before  they  can  refolvc  to  approve,  after 
having 
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having  rejcded  them.  Thus  it  is  that  the  evil  '  2in.  "^ 
prevails,  by  the  childifhnefs  of  the  fovcreigns,  by  *--^,— w 
the  incapacity  and  pride  of  the  miniflers,  and  by 
the  impatience  of  the  vidlims.  One  might  be 
comforted  with  refpeft  to  paft  and  prefent  mis- 
fortunes, if  the  future  Were  to  produce  an  altera- 
tion in  this  deftiny  :  but  this  is  a  hope  with  which 
it  is  impoflible  to  flatter  ourfelves.  And  if  the 
phiiolbpher  were  afked,  of  what  ufe  are  the  coun- 
fels  which  heperfifts  iii  giving  to  nado;is,'and 
lo  thofe  who  govtrn  them,  and  that  he  were  to 
anfwcr  with  fmcerity,  he  would  fay,  that  he  is 
only  fatisfying  an  invincible  propenfity  to  declare 
the  truth,  at  the  rifk  of  exciting  generallndigna- 
tion,  and  even  of  being  obliged  to  drink  the  cup 
of  Socrates.   .      .  .     .      _ 

It  would  be  proper-  to  fix  the  yet  unfettled- 
bouodariesof  Guiana,  before  any  flnal  refoliitvon  be 
taken  refpcAing  this  colofiy.  The  Dutch  are  very 
defirous  of  extending  the  fcontiers  of  Surinam  to 
the  North,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Sinamaryj 
but  the  niilitary  poft  which  the  court  of  Verfaillcs 
have  caufed  19  be  cftablifticd  upon  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  Maroni,  fcems  entirely  to  have  fet 
afidc  this  anttcnt  pretention.  Towards  the  South, 
the  difficulties  are  ftill  greater.  The  ^ruazon 
was  formerly,  without  difputc,  the  boundary  of 
the  French  poffeflions  J  fince  by  a  treaty  of  the 
4.th  March    1700,    the    Portugucze  engaged    to  ■     ' 

demolifti  the  forts  whicl^  they  had  eredpd  upon 
the  left  tank  of  that  river.'  At  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  France,  '  which  was  under  fubjedllon, 
was  compelled  to  cede  the  navigation  of  tha^ 

Vot.TI.  E;     -  ,     river. 
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^  3ii?  ^  river,  together  with  the  lands,  which  extend  as 
"*— v—^  far  as  the  river  Vincent  Pinion,  or  the  Oyapock. 
When  the  time  fixed  for  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  arrivedi  it  was  found,  that  thefe  two 
words,  which  were  employed  as  fynonymous, 
were  defcnbed  in  the  country,  as  well  as  in  an- 
lient  maps,  as  two  rivers  thirty  leagues  diftant 
from  each  other.  Both  courts  were  equally  de- 
firous  of  turning  this  error  to  their  own  advan- 
tage. The  court  of  Lifton  wilhed  to  extend  it's 
boundaries  as  far  as  the  Oyapock,  and  that  of 
Verfailles  as  far  as  Vincent  Pinion.  Nothing 
could  be  determined  upon,  and  the  contefted 
lands  have  remained  dcfert  ever  Gnce  that  rather 
remotfc  period. 

,  We  will  not  prefume  to  decide  this  important 
queftioni  The  only  obfervation  we  Ihall  allow 
ourfclves  to  make,  will  be,  that  the  motive  of 
the  ceffion  required  by  Portugal,  was  to  fccure  to 
it  the  exctufive  trade  upon  the  Amazon.  The 
lubjefts  of  this  crown  will  therefore  poffibly  enjoy 
this  advantage^  by  retraining  the  limits  of  the 
French  pofleflions  only  twenty  leagues,  and  as  far 
as  to  the  river  of  Vincent  Pinion  j  without  it's 
being  neceffary  to  pulh  them  back  to  the  diftaftcc 
^f  fifty  leagues,  as  far  as  the  Qyapock.  ' 
pKr«nt  Hub      EvBiiy  tiling  ilitl  remains  to  be  done  at  Guianai 

of  FrMCh  ,  °  V         .      t-  1  - 

ouiuu.  there  are  no  more  than  thirty  plantatiojis  at 
Cayenne  itfetf,  and  almoil  all  of  them  are  in  a 
inifcrable  condition.  The  continent  is  In  a  ftilt 
worfe  ftate  than  the  ifland.  The  habitations  are. 
often  moved.  They  arc  fcparatifd  by  imrftenfe  de- 
ferts.  Placed  at  a  great  dittance  frbiii  iKe  general 
5  "        inartj 
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mart,  they  have  no  ficility  for  birtering  their  ',xiu.* 
coAimodkiei.  They  enjoy  none  of  the  conve-  ^■■"i^'^i* 
niences  which  men,  when  collected  together> 
mutiial]y  procure  to  one  another.  'The  Uws,  the 
police,  decency,  emulation,  the  influence  of  the 
tnintftry :  _  none  of  thefe  advantages  are  know'n 
there.  Jn  1775  there  were  no  more  than  thirteen 
hundred  free  men,  and  eight  thoufand  Qavcs,  for 
the  clearing  of  an  extent  of  one  hundred  leagues 
of  coad.  The  produftibns  of  the  colony  were 
even  inadequate  to  thefe  triBing  means,  becaufe, 
in  the  manufaftures  there  were  none  but  white 
men  without  underi^andlng,  and  Negroes  who 
were  under  no  kind  of  fubordi nation*  The  com- 
modities which  were  taken  away,  by  the  vcflTds 
that  came  from  North  America,  from  Guada- 
loupc,  and  from  Martinico,  did  not  amount  tp 
100,000  livres  *,  and  France  received  upon  fix 
vcffcls  only  forty  quintals  of  fugar,  which  were 
fold  in  Europe  for  3,156  livres  f ;  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  quintals,  fourfcore  and  eight 
pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  fold  for  31,196 
livres  i6fols  Ji  three  quintals  thirty-four  pounds 
of  indigo,  which  were  fold  for  2,839  livres  §j 
one  hundred '  and  fifty-two  quintals  forty-one 
pounds  of  cacao,  which  were  fold  for  10,668 
'^vres  16  fols  | ;  three  thouj'and  and  three  quintals 
f)fty-6ve  pounds  of  arnotto,  which  were  fold  fot 
187,706  livres  7  fels  6  deniersfi    nine  htm- 

t  1,304.1.  o>.  8d.  $  118I.  ji.  lod. 
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'  xin,  ^  ^'^^^  *"**  feventy-two  quintals  fixcy  pounds  of 
*— i-v-— '  cotton,  which  were  fold  for  243,150  Jivrci*; 
three  hnndred  and  fifty-three  hides,  which  were 
fold  for  j,i77  livTcs  t;  fourteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two  quintals  eight  pounds  of  wood,  which 
were  foW.  for  7,604  livres  three  foJs:nine  dc- 
niera  Ji  which  made  upon  the  whole,  488,598 
livres  3  fols  3  deniers  ^  The  600,000,  Jivresil 
which  were  fpent  by  the  court,  in  this  as 
well  in  other  years,  for  this  antient  eftablilh- 
ment,  ferved  to  pay  for  what  had  been  received 
beyond  thefe  exporcatlons.  At  this  period 
Cayenne  was  indebted  2,000,000  livres  f  to  the 
government^  or  to  the  merchants  of  the  mother- 
country. 

SoMETHmo  may  be  expefted  from  the  know- 
lege  which  M.  de  Mallouet  hath  diffused  through 
the  colony,  .and  from  the  encouragements  which 
this  able  adminiftrator  hath  granted,  in  I777>  to 
thofc  colonilis  who  Ihould  devote  their  l»bours  to 
.the  felling  of  wood  for  Ih'ip- building,  to  the  cul- 
^^ture  of  articles  of  fubfiftencc,  to  the  faking  of 
-fiOi,  and  to  fome  other  produftions  of  little 
value,  for  which  he  hath  infured  them  a  market. 
Greater  exppdlations  are.  ftill  raifcd  from  the  fpice 
trees.  The  clove  tree  hath  already  yielded 
cloves,  which  are  very  little  inferior  to  tbofc  that 
come  from  the  Moluccas;  and  every  thing,  ieems 
.to  gromife  that  the  nutmeg  tree  will  thrive  as 

•  lo.ijij.  5 «.  +  132  1.  7  3.  6  d. . 
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wtll.  But  nothing  great  can  be  undertaken  "  ^^^  '^ 
wictiout  a  capital}  and,  indeed,  without  a  con-  '  .  ,  i  j 
fiderable  one. 

This  capital  is  in  the  hands  of  a  rich  company, 
which  hath  been  formed,  but  without  any  ex- 
clufive  privilege  for  this  part  of  the  worldi  This 
aflbctation,  the  original  funds  cf  which  confift  of 
3,400,000  livres  *,  hath .  obtained  from  govern- 
ment de.vaft  fpace  which  extends  from  the  river 
Aprouage  to  the  Oyapock ;  and  every  encou- 
r-^^ement  which  could  reafonably  be  granted 
them,  to  fertilife  this  foil,  which  is  conlidered  as 
the  belt  of  Guiana,  'Till  thcJr  fuccefs  Ihal!  ep- 
ablc  them  to  employ  ;hemfclves  in  draining  the 
tnorafles,  and  in  cultures  of  importance,  this 
powerful  afTociatipn  have  turned  their  views  to- 
wards the  felling  of  wood,  the  multiplication  of 
cattle,  and  the  cultivation  of  cot«)n,  and  of  cacao, 
but  principally  of  tobacco. 

Some  Haves  have  for  a  long  time  cultivated, 
for  their  own  ufe,  round  their  huts,  this  laH:- 
mentioned  plant.  It  hath  the  fame  properties  as 
the  tobacco  of  the  Braails,.  which  fells  to  advan- 
tage in  all  the  £uropean  markets,  and  which  is 
abfolutely  requifite  for  the  purchafe  of  Negroes, 
upon  a  great  part  of  the  coafts  of  Africa,  If  this 
undertaking  Ihould  fucceed,  the  wants  of  France 
will  be  diminiihed,  and  it's  navigators  will  not 
he  obliged  to  go  to  Lillion  for  that  pare  of  their 
cargo.  The  expeftations  arifing  from  St.  Lucia 
are  founded  upon  a  different  bafis. .     , 

•  100,000 1. 
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Thb  Englifli  took    pofle(!ion  of  diU  illan^ 
without  oppo(ition,ia  the  beginning  cf  the  year- 

1639.  They  lived  there  peaceably  for  a  yur  and 
a  half,  when  a  fhip  of  their  own  nsrion,  which 
had  been  overtaken   by  a  calni  off  t>Q&^ia,k^^^ 

fifl^'d  u  carried  00*  feme  Cartbs,  who  were  ctune  in  their 
canoes  CO  bring  them  fruit.  This  vieJence  occa^ 
fioned  the  favages  of  St.  Vinccilc  and  Martii^ca 
to  join  the  offended  favages  j    and  in  Augoft 

1640,  they '  all' attack«d  the   new  (solo^iy.    (ri 
~  their  fury^  they  maA'acped  every  one  that  oppofed 

them.  The  few  who  efcaped  their  vengeance, 
quitted,  for  evct}  a  fettlement  chat  was  only  iq 
it's  infant  flate. 

In  the  firft  ages  of  the  warfd,  before  civil  focie- 
ties  were  formed  and  poiiflied,  all  men  in  general 
had  a  common  right  to  every  thing  upon  earth. 
■  Every  One  was  free  to  take  what  he  chofe  for  Ms 
own  ufe,  and  even  to  confume  it,  if  it  were  of  4 
perifilable  nature.  The  ufe  that  was  thus  made  o^ 
a  common  right,  fupplied  the  pl4ce  of  property. 
As  foon  as  any  one  had  in  this  manner  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  any  thing,  it  co«l^  not  be  taken  from 
him  by  another  without  injuftice.  It  was  in  this 
point  of  view,  which  can  only  be  applied  to  the 
primitive  ftate  of  nature,  that  the  EUitopean  na- 
tions confidered  America  when  it  was  firft  diico- 
vered.  They  paid  no  regard  to  the  natives,  and 
Imagined  they  were  fufficrcntly  aothorifed  to  feize 
upon  any  country,  if  no  other  nation  <rf  our  he- 
mifpherc  were  in  poflTelTion  of  it.  Sluch  was  con- 
ftantly  and  uniformly  the  only  public  right  ob- 
feryed  in  the  New  World,  and  which  men  have 
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not  (crupled  to  avow,  and  attemf*  lojuftify,  in  thi^  '  Jj5  ,^ 
cei^tury  during  the  lace  hoftiiities.  s»irY— t 

Is  noc  then  the  nature  of  property  the  famf 
every  where}  is.ic  not  every  where  founded  vpon 
pofTcOion  acquired  by  labour^  and  upon  a  long 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  i  Eurf>peaDs,  $aa  y^u 
then  inform  us,  at  what  diftance  from  your  refir 
depce  the  Tacred  tide  becomes  aboliihed?  Is  it  u 
the  diftancc  of  a  few  Iteps,  of  One  league,  or  (^ 
ten  leagues  1  You  will  aal^erin  the  negative  j  in 
which  cafe  it  cannot  poflibly  be  even  at  the  dif- 
tanceof  ten  thoufand  leagues.  Do  you  not  per* 
ceive,  that  while  you  arrogate  to  yourfelves  this 
imaginary  right  over  a  distant  people,  you  confer 
it  at  the  fame  time  to  thofe  diftant  people  over 
yourfelves?  Neverthelefs,  what  would  you  fay, 
if  it  were  poflible  that  the  favages  Ihould  enter 
«pon  your  country,  and  reafoning  in  the  fama 
manntfr  as  you  do,  (hould  fay,  this  land  is  not  inha^- 
bitcd  by  our  own  people,  and  therefore  it  belongs 
to  us.  Yqu  hold  the  fyllem  of  Hobbs  in  abhor- 
rence among  your  neighbouring  country;  and 
yet  this  fatal  fyftcm,  which  makes  of  ftrength  tho 
fijpreme  law,  you  praftifc  it  at  a  diftance.  After 
having  been  thieves  and  affaffins,  nothing  re^ 
mained  to  complete  your  character,  but  that  you 
ihould  become,  as  you  really  are«  a  fet  of  exe(:rablc 
Ibphifti, 

AipcoRDiuG  to  thefe  principles,  whi^h  mu£b 
always  be  reprobated  by  juft  and  upright  meo, 
St.  Lucia  was  to  belong  to  any  power  that  could 
or  would  people  it.  The  French  attempted  It 
firft,  They  fcnc  over  forty  inhabitants  in  1650, 
£  4  ander 
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*  VII?  '^  'under  the  condirft  of  Rouflelan,  a  brave,  aftivf, 
u.^-,-.  ->  prudent  man,  and  (ingulariy^  beloved  by  the  na- 
~tives,  on  account  of  his  having  married  one  of 
their  women.  His  death;  which  happened  four 
years  after,  put  a  (top  to  the  general  good  he  had 
begun  tot  effciS.  Three  .of  his  fucceflbrs  were 
murdered  by  the  Caribs,  who  were  diffatisfied 
with  their  behaviour  to  them ;  and  the  colony  was 
declining  when  it  *? as  taken  in  1664  by  the  Eng- 
lilh,  who  evacuated  it  in  1666. 

They  had  fcarcc  left  ir,  when  the  French  ap- 
peared again  on  the  ifland.  Whatever  was  the 
caufc,  they  had  not  greatly  increafed  thcirnumber, 
when  the  enemy,  ih^t  had  before  driven  them 
out,  again  forced  them  to  quit  their  habitations 
twenty  years  after.  Some,  inftead  ofevacuating 
the  ifland,  took  refuge  in  the  woods.  As  foon  as 
■the  conquerors,  who  had  made  only  a' temporary 
invafion,  were  gone,  ihey  refomed  their  labours 
only  for  a  Ihorc  time.  The  war,  which  foon  after 
raged  in  Europe,  made  them  apprehenfive  that 
they  might  fall- a  prey  to  the  firft  privateer  that 
■lliould  be  defirous  of  plundering  thcmj  with  a 
view,  therefbrc,  of  obtaining  greater  tranquillity, 
,  they  removed  to  other  French  fettlcments,  which 

were  either  ftronger,  or  might  cxpeft  to  be  better 
defended.  There  was  then  no  regular  culrare  or 
colony  in  St.  Lucia.  It  was  only  frequented  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Martinico,  who  came  thither  to  cut 
wood,  and  to  build  canoes,  and  wfho  hadconfider- 
abie  docks  on  the  illand. 

Some  foldiers  and  failors  having  deferred  thither 
after  the  peace  of  Utrecht^  Marlhal  d'Eftrees  pe- 
titioned 
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titioned  for  a  grant  of  the  ifland.  No  foontr  was  ■  ^m  ^ 
it  obtained  in  1718,  than  hefent  over  a  command-  v--y— 1 
ant,  troops,  cannorii  and  inhabitants.  This  gave 
■Umbrage  to  the  court  of  London,  which  had  a 
kind  of  claim  to  this  ifland  from  prior  fettlemenr, 
as'That  of  VerfaiUes  had  from  almofl;  uninter- 
rupted poflcflion.  Their  complaints  determined 
the  French  miniftry,  to  order  that  things  (hoold 
be  put  into  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  before 
the  grant.  Whether  this  compliance  did  not  ap- 
pear fufficient  to  the  Englilt,  or  whether  it  gave 
them  room  to  think  they  might  attennpt  any  thing, 
they  themfclves  gave  St.  Lucia,  in  1722,  to  the 
duke  of  Montagu,  who  was  fent  to  take  poflcffion 
of  it.  This  claQiing  of  interofts  occafioned  fome 
diilurbance  between  the  fwo  courts^  which  was 
fcit!»d,  however,  by  an  aigreemcnt  made  in  1731, 
that,  till  the  refpedive  claims  Cbould  be  finally  ad- 
jufted,  the  iflands  Ihould  be  evacuated  by  both  na- 
lions  i  but  that  both  fliould  have  the  liberty  to 
wood  and  water  there. 

This  agreement  did  not  prevent  the  Freoch 
from  fixing  there  again  a  commandant,  a  garrrfon* 
and  batteries.  The  court  of  London  were,  either 
not  informed  of  this  breach  of  faith,,  or  they 
.overlooked  it,  bccaufe  this  channel  was  ufeful  to 
their  navigators,  to  afliftthem  in  carryJqg- on 
-with  richer  colonks  a  fmuggling  tradcj  which  t^e 
fubjeifts  of  both  governments  thought  equally;  ad-  ' 
vantageous  -to  them.  This  trade  has  been  more 
or  Icfs  confidSrable  till  the  treaty  of  1763,  which 
fecured  to..Fra'ncc  the  Jong  and  pbftinaiely  con- 
tcfted  property  of  St.  Lucia. 

Thb 
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pofed  lo  make  of  their  acquiGcion,  was  to  cfiablilh 

l^aitt''  *  magazine  there.     Since  their  windward  iflands 

w'sc^u!''  ^*^  ^"'  down  their /oreiU,  extended  ibeir  cul* 

«!*•  tureif  and  lofi  the  refources  they  ufed  to  derive 

from  Canada,  jiod  from  Louifiana,  it  had  been 

impoHible  for  them  to  do  without  the  woods  and 

c^ittle  of  North  America.     Ic  was  thought  great 

tnconveoieocies  would  attend  the  din&  admifllon 

of  thefe  fore^n  aQiftances  i  and  St.  Lucia  was 

fixed  upon  as  a  very  proper  place  for  th«  exchange 

of  thefe  commodities  againft  the  motalfes  of  Mar- 

tinico  and  Gaudalupe.     Experience  ibon  fiiewed 

that  this  fchcme  was  impri^icable. 

In  order  that  this  arrangement  might  be  car* 
Tied  into  execuciDn>  ic  would  be  occeflary  thu 
the  Americans  ihould  cither  drpolit  their  cargoes 
io  ftore-houfei,  keep  them  oa  board*  or  felt 
them  to  traders  ietilcd  on  the  iflaitd  i  three  things 
equally  impolllble. 

These  failors  will  never  eonfent  to  land  their 
cactlci  as  the  expences  they  would  incur  for  hav^ 
ing  them  taken  care  of  for  their  food,  or  to  le^ 
ctire  them  from  accidents,  would  infidltbly  ruii) 
them.  Neither  will  they  pay  for  warehou^s  for 
4heir  wood,  which  is  too  cheap  and  too  bulky  a^ 
i«oimKidity  to  be  worth  the  charge  of  ftorc'roorn^  ' 
^ey  will  aevef  w»c  on  beard  their  ftips  for  diCr 
tdAt  purch^rs  who  might  not  arrivej  nor  will 
they  ever  nxet  with  intrrmedtati)  purchafen, 
whofe  profits  ivoutd  neeclTarity  abfoi^  (o  mudiv 
that  it  would  be  impoffible  to  enif^y  ^m. 
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The  proprietors  of  molaSes  have  the  fame  rea-  *  ®,j^  ^ 
fons  to  diOike  this  mart.  The  carriage,  the  <— v— ^ 
leakage,  and  commiflion,  would  reduce  their 
comttnodities  to  nothing.  If  the  EngliJh  Ihould 
determtne  to  pay  a  higher  price  for  the  molaffcB, 
they  muft  confequendy  raife  that  of  their  own 
merchandize  and  after  this  advance,  the  confumer 
would  not  purchafe  them. 

The  French  miniftry,  undeceived  as  to  their 
firft  notion,  without  entirely  giving  it  up,  attend' 
cd,  fince  1763,  to  the  formation  of  cultures  in  St. 
Lucia,  This  plan  was  a  prudent  one,  but  it  was 
not-  executed  in  a  proper  manner.  Had  the  go- 
vernor  and  the  intendam  of  Martinico>  from 
which  this  ifland  is  no  more  than  feven  leagues 
diftant,  been  intrufted  with  this  buGnefs,  the 
colonics,  who  would  have  been  fcnt  thetc,  would 
have  obtained  the  fuccours  which  can  be  furnilh- 
cd  with  fafe,  by  a  fettlement  that  hath  exitled 
more  than  a  century.  Precipitation,  a  paflion 
for  novelty,  the  dcfire  of  providing  for  friends  or 
&vourites,  and  other  motives  perhaps  ftill  more 
^ineable,  made  the  government, prefer  the  fend- 
ing of  an  independent  adminiftradon,  who  were 
to  have  no  connections  but  with  the  mother* 
councry.  ')!'his  erroneous  fyltem  coft  the  treafur/ 
7,000,000  of  livres*,  and  to  the  ftate  feven  or  eight 
hundred  men,  whofe  unhappy  fate  is  more  a  mat-r 
terof  pity  than  furprife.  Under  the  tropics,  the 
l>efteftabli(hed  colonies  always  dellroy  one  third 
^  the  foiildierB  that  are  fcnt  thither,  though  they 

*  391,6661,  13 ».  4d. 
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•  v,,?  ^  ^''C  healthy  ftout  men,  and  find  good  accom- 
I  -.-  f  modations.  2c  is  not  furprifing  then,  that  a  fcE 
of  miferable  wretches,  the  rcfufe  of  Europe,  and- 
expofcd  to  all  the  hardfliips  of  indigence,  and. 
al)  the  horrors  of  defpair,  Ibouidnnoll  of  them 
peri(h  in  ah  uncultivated  and  uninhabited  illand. 

The  advantage  of  peopling  this  colony  was  re-' 
ferved  to  the  neighbouring  fctrlements.  Some 
Frenchmen,  who  had  fold,  upon  very  profitable 
terms,  their  plantations  at  the  Granades  to  the 
Englifh,  brought  part  of  their  capital  to  St.  Lu- 
cia. Several  planters  from  St.  Vincent's,  in- 
cenfed  at  being  obliged  to  buy  lands  which  they- 
themfelves  had  been  at  incredible  pains  to  clear 
and  fertilize,  took  the  fame  Hep.  Maninico  alfa 
furnifticd  fome  inhabitants,  whofe  poffcffions  were 
either  not  fufiiciently  fertile,  or  too  much  con- 
fined, and  merchants  who  havewithdraw*n  pari; 
of  their  ftock  from  trade  in  order  to  devote  it  to 
hufbandry.  Lands  have  been  gratuitoufly  diftrin 
buted  to  all  of  them. 
*"'"'''  ha  This  would  have  been  but  a  fatal  prefiait  if  tha 
rornwa  of  prejudice  which  prevailed  againft  St.  Lucia  had 
had  any  foundation.  It  was  faid,  that  naturchad 
refufcd  it  every  advantage  nccelTary  to  form  a  co* 
lony  of  any  importance.  In  the  opinion  of  tho 
public,  it's  dry,  uneven,  and  ftony  foil,  could 
never  pay  the  cxpenccs  of  manuring.  The  inclcf 
mency  of  the  climate  would  infallibly  deftroy 
every  man,  who  from  a  ftrong  defire  of  enriching 
himfelf,  or  who  driven  by  defpair,  fliould  be  bold 
enough  to  go  there.  Thefc  notions  were  gene- 
rally received. 

Th» 
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:  The  ha  is,  thar,  the  foil  of  St.  Lxrcia  is  not  ■  ^°  "■ 
bad  on  tlic  borders  of  the  fca,  and  that  it  becomes  ;—- y— » 
better  the  further  one  advances  in.  the  country. 
The  whole  of  the  i^and  may  bo  cultivated,  ex- 
cept foiiie  highland  craggy  rtiountains,  which 
bear  evident  marks  of  ancient  volcanoes.  In  ope 
deep  valley  there  are  ftill  eight  or  ten  hollow 
places  of  fome  feet  in  -diameter,  where  the  water 
boib  up  in  a  moCt  dreadful  manner.  There  are 
not  indeed  many  extenfive  plains  in  the  iflandj 
bwt  feveral  fmall  ones,  where  fugar  may  be  cul- 
tivated with  fuccefs.  The  ftiapc  of  the  iQand, 
which  is  long  and  narrow,  will  make  the  carriage 
cafy  wherever  the  canes  are  piantec}. 

The  air  in  thp  inland  parts  «f  St.  Lucia,  if 
the  fame  as  it  >^a.s;i|i  3U  the  ot^igr  illands  before 
they  were  inhabited  j  foul  and  unwholefome  at 
firll',  but  lefs' noxious,  as  the  woods  are  cleared, 
and  the  ground  laid  open;  The  air,  on  fomc  parr 
of.thefea-coaft",  is  more  unhe4thy.  Qn  the  iee^F 
ward  fide  the  lands  receive  Ibrae^  fmall  rivers, 
which  fpringing_from  the  footpf  the  mountains^ 
have  not  a  ftqpe  fumcient  to  wafh  down  the  fandp 
with  which  th?  jnflux  of  the  gcean  choaks  up  their 
mouths.  Stopped  by  this  infuriyioun table  bar- 
rier, they  fpread  themfclves  into  unwholcfom^ 
morafles  upon  the  neighbouring  grounds.  So 
obvious  a  reafon.had  been  fufficient  tp  drive  away 
the  few  Catibs  who  were  uppn  the  ifland  when 
it  was  firft  difcovered,  The  French,  driven  into  ' 
thcNew  World  by  a  more  powerful  motive  thaa 
even  fclf  prefervation,  have  be.en  Jefs  careful  than 
the  favagcs. .  U  is,  upon  this  very  fpot  that  they 
chiefly 
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chiedjr  gxed  their  plantation!.  Several  of  them 
)  bare  been  punifhed  for  their  rapxcioufneffl. 
Others  wilt  be  fo  hereafter,  unlefs  they  conflruft 
dykes  and  dig  channels  to  drain  off  the  waters. 
Goveriuncnt  hath  already  fet  the  example  of  this 
in  the  principal  part  of  the  ifland  j  fome  citizens 
have  followed  it>  and  ic  is  to  be  imagined,  that 
fo  ufeful  a  pra^ife  will  in  time  become  general. 
There  are  already  jcleven  parifhes  in  the  co- 
hyo/si.  lony,  almoft  alt  of  them  to  leeward.  This  prc- 
*"""*'  fcrcnce  given  to  one  part  of  the  ifland,  is  not  for 
the  fake  of  a  better  foil,  but  for  the  conveniency 
of  the  (hipping.  In  lime,  that  part  that  was 
-  neglected  at  firft,  will  likewife  be  inhabited^  as 
bays  are  continually  difcovercd^  in  which  canoes 
may  put  in  and  receive  b11  kinds  of  commodi- 
ties on  board. 

A  ROAD  which  goes  all  round  the  ifland,  and 
two  others  that  crofs  ic  from  eaft  to  weft,  are 
very  convenient  for  carrying  the  produce  of  the 
plantations  to  the  landing  places.  In  procefs  of 
time,  and  with  fome  expence,  thefe  roads  will  bp 
brought  to  a  much  greater  degree  of  perfeflion 
than  it  was  pofflble  they  fhould  be  at  firft,  with- 
out running  into  expences  too  burthcnfome  for  a 
fettlemenc  in  an  infant  ftate.  The  labours  of 
vaflalage  required  for  making  thefe  roads,  have 
unavoidably  retarded  the  culture  of  the  lands, 
and  excited  great  complaints ;  but  the  cotonifts 
'  now  begin  to  btefs  the  wife  and  fteady  hand  that 
has  ordered  and  conduced  this  work  for  their 
benefit.  Their  burthen  hath  been  in  fome  de- 
gree alleviated  in  latter  times,  by  the  attention . 
which 
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which  the  dircAors  have  had  to  af^ly  w  thefe  !a-  ■  JiJ?  '^ 
bours  the  taxes  required  to  procure  an  exemption  v-' y  ■  * 
from  them.   > 

On  the  firffi  of  January  1777,  the  number 
of  white  people  at  St.  Lucia  amounted  to  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  fouls,  men,  women,  and 
children. 

Theke  were  6^-thoufand  blacks,  or  free 
mulattoes.  The  catttle  confiftcd  of  eleven  hun- 
dred  and  thirty  mules,  or  horfes ;  two  thoufand 
and  fifty-three  head  of  horned  cattle,  and  three 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nineteen  flieep^  or 
goats. 

Thers  were  fifty-three  fugar  plantations,  which 
occupied  fifteen- hundred  and  forty-one  pieces  of 
land  {  five  millions  forty  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  fixty-two  coffee-trees  j  one  million  nine  hun- 
dred and  Ibrty-five  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twelve  cacao  plants]  and  five  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  plots  of  cotton. 

Thsss  united  productions  were  fold  in  the 
iHand  for  .little  lefs  than  3,000,000  of  livrcs  •, 
Two  thirds  of  them  were  delivered  to  the  Ame-* 
ncans»  to  the  Englifh,  and  to  the  Dutch,  who 
were  allowed  a  free  trade  with  the  colony.  The 
remainder  wiCs  carried  to  Martinico,  upon  which 
this  iOand  was  dependent,  and  from  whence  it  re- 
ceived fome  merchandize  and  fome  licjuorsj 
brought  From  the  mother- country. 

Tuz  character  and  abilities  of  the  Earl  of  En- 
ncry,  the  founder  of  this  colony,  authorized  us  to 

•  1x5,000!. 
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8  °,j^  ^  affirm,  that  when  St.  Lucia,  which  is  about  forty 
«_K— ^  leagues  in  circumference,  hath  attained  the  de-* 
gree  of  cultivation  it  is  capable  of,  it  may  em-' 
ploy  Bfty  or  fixty  thoufand  Haves,  and  yield  to 
the  value  of  nine  or  ten  millions  *  in  commodi- 
ties. This  great  tellimony  hath  been  confirmed 
fince  by  other  direftors.  By  what  fatality  is  ic, 
that  this  feciletnent  hath  acquired  fo  fmall  a  de- 
gree of  improvement,  notwithftanding  all  the  en- 
couragemcncs  which  it  hath  received  i 
ohftuiei  Thx  reafon  of  this  is,  that  from  the  beeiiuiine 
pn.cnte<i  propertics  were  precipitately  given  to  vagabonds, 
^sul^lli  who  had  neither  the  habit  of  labour,  nor  the 
means  for  cukivacion :  it  is  b^caufe  an  immenfef 
territory  was  granted  to  greedy  fpeculators,  who 
were  only  able  to  cultivate  a-  few  acres  :  it  is  be- 
caufe  the  inland  parts  were  diftci-buted  before  the 
borders  had  been -cleared  :  it  is  bccaufc  the  ants, 
which  fo  cruelly  infcfted  Martinico,  have  con- 
veyed the  fame" ravages  in'  the  rifing  fugar  plan- 
tations of  St.  Lucia  ;'  it  is  becaufc  coffee  hath  ex- 
perienced there  the  fame  diminution  in'value  a^ 
every  where  elfe  :  in  a  word,  it  is  becaufc, the  ad- 
miniftration  hath  been  neither  fufficientlj'  regulaj*, 
nor  fufficiently  continuetl,  nor  fufficiently  en- 
lightened. What  remedy  can  be  employed  agairift 
fo  many  errors,  againftfo  many  calamities?  ,  "■ 
'  It  will  be  ncceflary  to  eftabliflv-r  more  firm 
"fyftem  of  government,  a  more  ftriit  police.  It 
will  be  neccffary  to  deprive  of  their  territory  thbffe 
'who  have  not  at  lead  partly  fulfilled"  the  engagc- 
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ment  they  had  contracted,  of  rendering  it  ufe-  * 
ful.  It  will  be  necclTary,  by  modes  of  union  pru-  t 
dently  contrived,  to  bring  together,  as  much  as 
jjofliblc,  fome  of  the  plantations  that  are  fepa- 
rated  by  diftances,  which  deprive  their  owners  of  - 
the  will,  of  the  inclination,  and  of  the  facility 
of  alTiIlrng  each  other.  It  will  be  necelTary  legally 
to  compel  all  debtors  to  pay  proper  atceotlon  to 
their  creditors,  with  whom  it  had  been  cuttomary 
to  fport.     It  will  be  neceflary,  by  a  long  feries 
of  years,  and  by  authentic  ads,  to  fecure  to  the 
traders  of  all  nations  a  free  intercourfe  with  this 
ifland*     Matters  ought  indeed  to  be  carried  ftill 
further* 

The  French  of  the  mother-country  cannot,  and 
thofe  of  the  iflands  wilt  not,  cultivate  St.  Lucia. 
Many  foreigners,  on  the  contrary,  have  offered 
to  convey  their  induftry  and  their  capitals  there, 
if  the  barbarous  right  of  efchcat  were  fuppreffed  j 
a  right  which  impedes  the  reciprocal  commerce 
of  nations  j  which  repels  the  living  man,  and 
fpoiis  the  dead  one  t  which  difinhefits  the  child 
of  the  foreigner  i  which  obliges  him  to  leave  his 
wealth  in  his  own  country  j  and  which  prohi- 
bits him  from  obtaining  clfcwherc  any  acquifitioa 
of  perfonal  or  real  cftate :  a  right  which  a  peo- 
ple, who  have  the  leaf!:  idea  of  good  policy,  will 
abolifii  among  themfelves,  and  the  extindion 
of  which  they  will  carefully  abftain  from  folicit- 
ing  in  other  countries.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  court  of  Verfailles  will  no  longer  perfift  in  re-i 
jcding  the  only  method  of  raifing  an  interelling 
colony  from  that  languid  ftatc  into  which  it  hath 
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•  ^1®  *  b«n  plunged  by  cakttiities  which  it  was  impo6- 
^— V— J  fible  to  avert,  and  by  the  vices  of  a  bad  admini- 

ilratiofi.  \ 

wMchThL  When  the  jffopcr  ftcps  have  been  taken  to  ren- 
courfof  der  St.  -Locaa  fltsuriflning,  the  Frftnch  miniftrf 
propornid  may  puirfue  the  fyftcm  which  they  fcem  to  havfc 
^"fr'tofi.  -adopted,  of  defending  their  colonies  by  fortreffes. 
Ludi^from  '"^^  ''"P  poffeffion  of  this  iOand,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
>a  imwfion.  ^icnt  to  defend  the  Carenagc  harbour. 

This  haitour,  which  is  the  bcft  in  the  Antilles, 
unites  many  advantages.  It  hath  a  great  deal 
of  water  every  where,  with  an  excellent  bottom. 
Nature  hath  provided  it-with  three  complete  ca- 
reening places,  one  for  the  largefl;  Hiips,  and  the 
■  two  others  for  frigates.  Thirty  fiiips  of  the  line 
might  ride  fafcly  there,  and  be  Iheltered  from 
the  moft  terrible  hurricanes.  They  have  never 
yet  been  injured  by  the  worms.  The  winds  are 
always  favourable  for  failing  out,  and  the  largelt 
fquadron  would  be  cleared  out  in  lefs  than  an 
hoar. 

So  favourable  a  frtuation  is  capable  of  defend- 
mg  not  oniy  all  the  national  pofTeDions,  but  alfo 
of  threatening  thofe  of  the  enemy  throughout 
America.  The  naval  forces  of  England  cannot  co- 
ver aH  parts".  The  fmalleft  fquadron  fcnt  out  from 
St.  Lucia,  would  in  a  few  days  invade  thofe  colo- 
^  nies,  which,  being  leaft  expofcd,  would  think 
themfelves  quite  fecure.  The  only  way  to  pre- 
vent this  danger,  would  be  to  block  up  the 
Carenagc  ;  and  even  then,  the  purpart  of  fo  ex- 
penfivc  and  tirefome  a  cruize  might  be  defeated 
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by  X  man  who  ftiould  be  bold  enough  to  under*  ■  ^^  ^ 
take  any  enurprize  that  can  be  effeftcd  at  fea.        <— .yl^ 

This  harbour,  which  is  fubjeft  to  the  inconve- 
nience of  expoQng  every  fhip  that  comes  within 
^ew  to  be  taken>  has  never  appeared  worthy  the 
■  attention  of  the  Britifh  nation,  though  too  power* 
ful  and  too  enlightened  not  to  confideri  that  Ibips 
are  to  proted  the  roads>  and  not  the  roads  the 
fliips.  With  regard  to  France,  this  harbour  affords 
the  greateft  marttinne  defence,  that  is  to  fay,  i 
pofition  that  will  not  allow  a  (hip  under  fail  to 
enter.  She  muft  be  warped  for  a  confiderabl^ 
fpace  before  (he  can  get  into  it.  There  is  nd 
plying  to  windward  between  the  two  points.  The 
foundings  increaQng  fuddcniy  near  the  land  from 
twenty-five  to  a  hundred  fathom,  will  not  permit 
'  'iAk  affailants  to  come  to  an  anchor.  Only  one 
Drip  can  come  in  at  a  dme,  and  (he  would  be  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fire  of  three  ma(kcd  batteries  in  front 
and  on  both  fides. 

A  SHIP  that  would  attack  the  harbour  would 
be  under  the  aecdfity  of  landing  at  Shoque  Bay, 
a  (hore  a  league  long,  which  is  only  parted  from 
the  Careoage  by  the  point  called  Vigie,  which 
forms  this  bay.  If  the  enemy  were  once  ma(ten 
of  the  Vigie,  they  would  (ink  every  (hip  in  the 
harbwir,  or  at  leall  compel  them  to  bring  to,  and 
chat  without  any  lofs  on  their  fide;  becaufe  this 
peninfula,  though  commanded  by  a  citadel  buitc 
on  the  other  (ide  of  the  harbour,  would  cover  the 
a0aiUnts  by  it's  own  back.  It  would  only  have 
DCcaHon  for  mortars,  and  neither.fire  a  (ingle  gun) 
nor  endanger  the  life  c^  one  man. 

Fa  If 
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•  ^^  *  -  I^  tlic  (hutting  up  of  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
^-v— '  boui;  againft  the  enemy  were  fufficicnt,  it  would 
be  ncedlcfs  to  fortify  the  Vigie.  The  enemy 
pight  be  kept  out  without  thia  precaution ;  but 
the  Ibips  of  the  French  muft  be  pfote£led..  It 
is  neceflary  that  a  fraall  fq^adfon  fiiould  be  able 
to  fet  the  Englifii  forces  at  defiance  j.  compel  thenv 
to  block  up  the  place  i  take  advantage  of  theiF 
abfence,  or  of  fomc  error  they  might  fall  into  ^ 
all  which  cannot  be  elFefted  without  fortifying 
the  top  of  the  peninfula.  It  mufl:  be  con(idered> 
that  by  thus  multiplying  the  points  of  defencei  a 
greater  number  of  men  will  be  wanted  ^  but  H 
there  h<t  any  Ibips  in  the  harbour>^  their  failora 
and  giunncrs  may  be  employed  in  defending  the 
Vigie,  which  they  would  do  wich  the  greater  ala* 
crity,  as  on.  thii  would  depend  the  fafety  of  the 
fquadron.  If  there  be  no  velTel.s  in  the  harbour, 
the  Vigie  will  be  abandoned,  or  ill  defended,  and 
that  for  the  following  reafon  t 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  trarbowr  there -is  art 
{eminence,  called  Morne  Fortune.  The  flat  on  the 
top  offers  one  of  thofe  favourable  fituations,  that 
are  feldom  to  be  met  with  for  erefting  a  citadel* 
which  would  require  almoft  as  great  a  force  to 
attack  it,  as  the  beft  fortified  pkc,e  in  Europe. 
This  fortification,,  the .  plan  of  which  k  already- 
laid,  and  will  certainly  one  day  be  carried  into 
execution,  will  have  the  advant^e  of  defenc^g 
the  Carenage  b^y  on  all  tides,  of  commanding 
.  all  the  em-ioences  that  furround  it,  and  of  making 
it  impoffible  for  the  eoemy  to  enter;  of  fecuring 
the  town  which  is  to  be  built  on  the  back  of  the 
mountain^ 
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mountain ;  in  ffaorc>  of  hindering  the  aflaitants  '  '2^^^  ^ 
Aom  penetrating  into  the  iflaad,  even  if  they  had   *— v— *j 
a£tuall)'  landed  at  Shoque  Bay,  and  made  them- 
ie]v«s  maftcTs  of  theVigie.     Further  difcuflions 
on  the  means  of  preferving  St.  Lucia  mull  be  left 
to  the  profcHbrs  of  the  military  art. 

It  is  not}  in  truth,  a  motive  of  vanity  that 
liath  engaged  us  in  the  difcufllon  of  this  matter, 
which  is  fo  contrary  to  our  profeflion,  and  which 
implies  fo  many  ftudie*  to  which  we  are  ftrangcrs, 
And  fo  long  an -experience  in  thofe  who  follow  it. 
But  zeaJ,  the  deQre  of  doing  good,  and  the  fpiric 
of  patriotifm,  direct  the  thoughts  of  the  man  and 
•of  the  citizen  upon  every  objedt.  His  heart 
^rows  -warmr  he  refleftsj  and  if  he  thinks 
he  has  difcovercd  what  is  right  to  be  done,  , 
Jie  muft  fpeak,  becaufe  his  filcnce  would  be  re- 
proachful to  himfelf,  **  If  my  ideas  be  juft^" 
iaith  he.?o  himfelf,  "  perhaps  government  may 
*'  avail  themfclvcsof  them  ;  if  they  be  erroneous, 
•**  the  worft  that  can  happen  will  be,  that  I  Ihall 
*<  excite  a  fmile,  and  that  I  fliall  be  called  the 
**  good  -man,  a  name  which  the  venerable  Abbe 
"  of  St.  Pierre  took  fo  much  pride  in*  1  would 
*•  rather  run  the  rilk  of  being  ridiculous,  than 
**  lofe  the  opportunity  of  being  ufeful."  Whe- 
ther this  duty  be  well  fulfitjed  or  not,  let  us  fix 
the  attention  of  the  reader  on  Martinico. 

This  ifland  hath  fixteen  leagues  in  length,  and  TheFrench 
forty-five  in  circumference,  eKclufive  of  the  cape?,  M«iiiii«, 
which  fomeiimes  extend  two  or  Jthrec  leagues  into  )^'i'"  'j'f'^ie 
ihe.fea.    It  is  very  uneven,  and  interfefted. in  ajl  c»ribi. 
parts  by  a  number  of  hillocks,  which  are  mofUy 
"      F3  of 
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*  xin  ^  ^^^  conical  form.  Three  mountains  rife  above 
s,„^„^  thefe  fmallcr  eminences.  The  higheft  bears  the 
-  JndeHble  marks  of  an  antient  volcano.  The 
woods  with  which  it  is  covered,  continually  at- 
traft  the  clouds,  which  occadons  noxious  damps, 
and  contributes  to  make  ic  horrid  and  inaccef- 
fible,  while  the  two  others  arc  in  moft  parts  cul- 
tivated. From  thefe  mountains,  but  chiefly  from 
the  RrCt,  i0ue  the  many  fprings  that  water  the 
ifland.  Thefe  waters,  which  flow  in  gentle 
ftreams,  are  changed  into  torrents  on  the  flighted 
ftorm.  Their  quality  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
the  foil  they  pafs  through  ;  in  fomc  places  they 
are  excellent,  in  others  fo  bad,  that  the  inha- 
bitants are  obliged  to  drink  the  wuer  they  havo 
coUcfted  in  the  rainy  feafon. 

Denambuo,  who  had  fcnt  to  reconnoitre  Mir-, 
tinico,  failed  from  St.  Chrittopher's  in  1635,  to 
^  •  fettle  his  nation  there  j  for  he  would  not  haveif 
peopled  from  Europe,  He  forefaw  that  men,  tire'd 
with  the  fatigue  of  a  long  voyage,  would  moftly 
perifli  (bon  after  their  arrival,  either  from  the  eP? 
fe£ts  of  a  new  climate,  or  from  the  hardfhips  in- 
cident to  moft  emigrations.  The  fole  founders  of 
this  new  colony  were  a  hundred  men,  who  ha'd 
longlived  in  his  government  of  St.  Chriftopher's. 
They  were  brave,  active,  inured  to  labour  and 
fatigues  J  flcilful  in  tilling  the  ground  and  ereift-, 
Ing  habitations  t  abundantly  provided  with  pota- 
(oe  plants,  and  all  neceflfary  feeds; 

Thiv  completed  their  firft  fectiement  without 
jny  difficulty.  The  natives,  intimidated  by  the 
0r(:-arms,  or  feduced  b^  the  promifes  that  were 
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m^i^e  them,  g»ve  up  to  the  French  the  we(l«rn  ■  5„'J  *^ 
and  fouthero  parts  of  the  iflaod,  and  retired  to  the  c-^-^i—f 
uther.  This  tranquillitr  was  of  fhort  duration. 
The  Caribs,  whea  they  faw  thcfe  enterprifing 
firaugers  daily  increafing,  were  convinced  that 
tbeir  ruin  was  inevitable,  unlets  they  could  extir- 
pate them  i  and  they  therefore  called  in  ths  favages' 
of  the  neighbouring  iflands  to  their .  aflK^ance.' 
They  fell  jointly  upon  a  little  fort  that  had  been; 
accidentally  ere>^fd  i  but  they  met  with  fudi  a^ 
warm  reception,  that  they  thought  proper  to  re- 
treat, leaving  feven  or  eight  hundred  of  their  bed 
warriors  dead  upon  the  fpot.  After  this  check 
they  difappeared  for  a  long  while ;  and  when  ther 
returned,  they  brought  with  them  prefents,  and 
expreffed  their  concern  for  what  had  happened. 
They  were  received  in  a  friendly  inanner  ;  and  the 
reconciliation  was  feated  with  fome  bottles  of 
brandy  th^t  were  given  them  to  drink. 

The  labours  had  been  carried  on  with  difficulty 
till  this  period.  The  fear  of  afurprize  obliged  the 
colonics  of  three  different  habitations  to  meet 
every  night  in  that  which  was  in  the  center,  and 
■which  was  always  kept  ,in  a  ftate  of  defence, 
Tl^ere  they  flcpt  fecure,  guarded  by  their  dogs 
and  a  centine).  In  the  day-time  no  ooe  ventured 
out  without  his  gun,  and  a  brace  of  piftols  at  his 
girdle.  Thcfe  precautions  were  ncedlefs  *h*n 
the  two  nations  came  to  be  on  friendly  terms  j  but 
the  one,  whofe  friendlbip  and  &vour  had  been 
courted,  took  fuch  undue  advantages  of  her  fu» 
periority,  to  extend  her  ufurpatiops,  that  Ihefoon 
rekindled  ia  thjc  othen  a  hatred  tluc  had  never 
F  4.  entirely 
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■  o  o  K  entirely,  fubfidcd.    The  favages,  whofc  manner  of- 
<_..  .     ,■  life  requires  a  vafl  extent  of  land,  finding  thech-' 
felves  daily  more  ftraiteiied,  had  rccourfe  to  ftra- 
tagem,  to  weaken  JUft^emy  whom  they  dared  not 
attack    by  ,forcc,  ■'  They   feparated   into '  fmall 
bands,  waylayed  the  French,  who  frequented  the 
woods,  waited  'till  the  fportfman  had  fired  his 
piece,  and,  before  he  had  time  to  load  it  again, 
ruflied  upon  him  and  deftroycd  him.     Twenty 
men  had  been  thus  deftroycd  before  any  one  was 
able  to  account  for  their  difappearance.    As  foon 
as  this  particular  was  difcovercd,  the  aggreflbrs  ' 
were  purfued  and  beaten,    their  carSets    burnt, 
tlicir  wives  and  children  maflacrcd,   and  thofe 
few,  that  efcaped  the  carnage,  fled  from  Marti- 
nicQ^  and  never  appeared  there  again. 
r>ifti*baun       The  French,  by  this  retreat,  now  become  folc 
jfrewh  in     maftcrp  of  the  ifland,  lived  quietly  upon  thofc  fpois 
*'*'^f**    which  beft  fuiied  their  plantations.    They  were 
then   divided  into  twoclaffes.     The  firft  con- 
fifted  of  fuch  as  had  paid  their  paflage  to  Ame- 
ricaj    and  thefe  were  called  inhabitants.  _  The 
government   diftributed   lands   to    them,  which' 
became   their    abfolute    property    upon    paying 
{L  yearly  tribute.    They  were  obliged  to   keep 
watch  by  turns,  and  to  contribute,  in  proportion 
to  their  abilities,  towards  the  neccffary  expcnces 
for  the  public  welfare  and   fafety.      Thefe  had 
under  their  command  a  multitude  of  miferable 
people    brought  over    from    Europe    at    their 
expence,    whom  they  called  engages,   or   bondf- 
fnen.    This  engagement  was  a  kind  of  Havery 
for  the  term  of  three  yeqrs.    When  that  time 

was 
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was  expired,  the  bondfmen,  by  recovering  their!  ^  Siil^ 
liberty,  became  the  equals  Of  thofe  whom  they  -i-i  „  -^ 
had  fcrved.  ■ 

They  all  confined  themfelvt's  at  firft  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  tobacco  and  cotton  j  to  which  was  foon 
added  that  of  the  arnotto  and  indigo.  That  of 
fugar  was  not  begun  till  about  the  year  1650, 
Benjamin  Dacofta,  one  of  tholt  Jews  who  are  be- 
holden for  their  induftry  to  that  very  opprcflion 
which  their  nation  is  now  fallen  under,  after  hav- 
ing exercifed  it  upon  others,  planted  fomc  coco* 
trees  ten  years  aftef.  His  example  was  not  fol- 
lowed till  1684,  when  the  chocolate  grew  more 
common  in  Frande.  Cocoa  then  became  the  prin- 
cipal dependence  of  the  colonifts,  who  had  not  a 
fuffieientfund  to  undertake  fugar  plantations.  One 
of  thofe  calamities  which  arife  from  the  feafons, 
and  which  fometiiiies  afFcd  men,  and  fomccimes 
vegetables,  deftroyed  all  the  cocoa  trees  in  1727. 
This  fpread  a  general  confternation  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Mirtinico.  The  coffee  tree  was  theii 
propofed  to  them,  as  a  plank  is  held  out  to  mari->' 
jiers  after  a  fiiipwreck. 

The  French  miniftry  had  received,  as  a  prefent  . 
from  the  Dutch,  two  of  thefe  trees,  which  w^re ' 
carefully  preferved  in  the  king's  botanical  garden.  ' 

Two  Jhoots  were  taken  from  thefe.  Mr.  Defclieux, 
who  was  intrufted  to  carry  them  over  toMartinico, 
in  1726,  happened  to  be  on  board  a  fhip  which 
wanted  water.  He  Iharcd  with  his  ybung  trees 
the  portion  that  was  allotted  him  for  his  own 
drinking  J  and  by  this  generous  facrificc  faved 
half  of  the  valuable  truH  that  had  been  put 

into 
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inta  hi$  h^o^s.  His  magnanity  wu  rewarded, 
'  The  culture  of  eoScc  was  attended  with  the 
greateft  and  mod  rapid  fuccefs ;  and  this  viriuqu^ 
patriot  enjoyed,  till  the  end  of  1774,  the  pleaOng 
,  fatisfadtion,  the  uncommon  felicity,  of  having  a^ 
it  were  faved  an  important  colony^  ^nd  enriched 
it  with  a  frefh  branch  of  induftry. 

iNOEPEHpeNT  QJ  this  rcfource,  Martinico  was 
poflefled  of  thofc  natural  advantages  which  feemed 
to  pomife  a  fpeedy  and  great  profperity.  Of  al| 
the  French  fettlerrieiits,  it  is  the  moft  happil); 
fituated  with  regard  to  the  winds  that  prevail  ii\ 
thofe  feas.  It's  harbours  poflefs  the  ineftimabla 
advantage  of  affording  a  certain  flicker  from  thf 
hurricanes  which  annoy  thefe  latitudes.  It'slitua-r 
tion  having  made  it  the  feat  of  government]  it 
has  obtained  the  greateft  marks  of  favour,  ai)d 
enjoyed  the  ^bleft  and  moft  upright  adminillrar 
tion  of  them  all,  The  enemy  has  conllantly  re? 
^e£ted  the  valour  of  it's  inhabitants,  and  has  f?l- 
dom  attacked  ic  without  having  caufe  to  repent* 
It's  domcftic  peace  has  never  been  diHurbed,  no^ 
even  in  17 17,  when  urged  by  a  gpneral  difconr 
tentj  the  inhabUants  ventured,  boldly  indeed,  but 
prudently,  to  fend  back  to  France  a  Governof 
and  an  Intend«nt,  who  opprelTed  the  people  un? 
der  their  dcfpotifm  and  \apacioufnefs.  The  or- 
der, tranquillity,  and  harmony,  which  tbcy 
found  means  to  preferve  in  thofc  times  of  anarchy, 
were  a  proof  that  they  were  influenced  rather  by 
their  averfion  from  tyranny,  than  by  their  impa- 
tience of  authority  ■,  and  ferved  in  fome  nicafure  (9 
juftify  to  the  ptiQth^r- country,  a  flep^  which  in  it- 
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fclf  might  be  confidcred  as  irregular,  and  contraiy  »  J^J  *■ 
to  the  eftablifhed  priaciples.  i«..v-i«j 

Notwithstanding  all  ihefe  4dvantages,  Mar- 
tinico,  though  jn  greater  forwardnefs  than  the 
other  French  colonies,  had  made  but  little  pro- 
grefs  at  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  In  1700,  it 
contained  but  6597  white  men  in  all.  The  fa- 
vagcs,  Mulaitocs,  and  free  Negrcres,  men,  women, 
and  children,  amounted  to  no  more  than  507. 
The  number  of  flaves  was  but  14,566.  All  thcfe 
together  made  a  population  of  21,640  perfons- 
The  whole  of  the  cattle  was  3,66H  horfes  or 
mules,  and  9,217  head  of  horned  cattle.  They 
grew  a  great  quantity  of  cocoa,  tobacco  and  cot- 
ton, and  had  nine  indigp  houfes,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  fmall  fugar  plantations. 

On  theceffationofthe  long  and  obftlnate  wars,  ProTReriir 
which  had  ravaged  all  the  continents,  and  been  niw.'™' 
carried  on  upon  alj  the  feas  of  the  world,  and  *^"'«*''^ 
when  France  had  relinquiOied  herprojcfts  of  con- 
qucfts,  and  thofe  principles  of  adminiftration  by 
which  (he  had  been  fo  long  miflcd  -,  Martinico 
emerged  from  that  feeble  ftare  in  which  all  thefe 
calamities  had  kept  her,  and  foon  rofe  to  a  great 
degree  of  profperity.     She  became  the  general 
mart  for  all  the  windward  national  fettlements. 
It  was  in  her  ports  that  the  neighbouring  iflands 
fold  their  produce,  and  bought  the  commodities 
of  the  mother-country.     The  French  navigators     ■ 
loaded  and  unloaded  their  (hips  no  where  elfe, 
JVlartinico  was  famous   all   over  Europe.    She 
was  the  object  of  fpcculaiion,  confidered  under 
(he  different  views  <^  a  planter,  an  agent  to  the 
3  other 
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-   colonies,  aod  a  trader  with  Spanifh  and  North 
America. 

As  a  planter,  it  employed,  in  1736,  feventy- 
tvto  thoufand  Haves,  Upon  a  foil,  great  part  of 
which  was  newly  cleared,  and  which  conftantly 
yielded  very  abundant  crops. 

The  connexions  of  Martinico  with  the  other 
iflands  intitled  her  to  the  profits  of  commiflion, 
and  the  charges  of  tranfport,  as  (he  alone  was  in 
poffeflion  of  carriages.  This  profit  might  be 
rated  at  the  tenth  of  the  produce,  which  was  in- 
crcafmg -daily.  This  ftanding  debt,  fcldom  called 
in,  was  left  them  for  the  improvement  of  their 
plantations.  It  was  increafed  by  advances  in 
money,  flaves,  and  other  neceflary  articles. 
Martinico,  thus  becoming  more  and  more  a  crcJ- 
iditor  to  the  other  iflands,  kept  them  in  conftant 
dependence,  but  without  injuring  ihcm.  They 
all  enriched  themfelves  by  her  affiftance,  and  their 
profit  was  beneficial  to  her. 

Hejl  connexions  with  Cape  Breton,  with  Ca- 
nada, and  with  Louifiana,  procured  her  a  market 
for  her  ordinary  fugars,  her  inferior  coffee,  her 
molaffes  and  rum,  which  would  not  fell  in  France. 
They  gave  her,  in  exchange,  fait  filh,  dried  ve- 
getables, deals,  and  fome  flour. 

In  her  clandeftine  trade  on  the  coafts  of 
Spanifh  America,  confifting  wholly  of  goods 
manufactured  by  the  nation,  flie  was  well  paid 
for  the  rifques  which  the  French  merchants  did 
not  chufe  to  run.  This  traffic,  lefs  important  . 
than  the  former  as  to  it's  object,  was  much  mo^e 
lucrative 
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lucrative  in  it's  effefts.    It  commonly  brought  in  "^,|^'*' 
9  profit  of  fourfcore  or  ninety  per  cent,  upon  the   v"v™-* 
v^ue  of  three  or  four  millions  of  livrc*  *,  yearly 
fent  to  the  Caraccas,  or  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nics. 

So  many  profpcrous  tranfactions  bad  brought 
irajmenfe  fums  into  Martinico.  Twelve  million* 
of  livres  f  were  conftantly  circulated  there  with 
anuzing  rapidity.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
country  in  the  world  where  the  fpecie  has  been  fo 
confiderable,  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  indiffe- 
rence to  them  whether  they  dealt  in  gold,  or 
filver,  or  in  commodities. 

HERjextenfive  trade  anaually  brought  into  her. 
ports  two  hundred  (hips  from  France,  fourteen  or 
fifteen  fitted  out  by  the  mother-country  for  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  thirty  from  Canada,  ten  or  twelve 
from  the  iflands  of  Margaretta  and  Trinidad  j 
befide  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  ftiips  that  come  to 
carry  on  a  fmuggling  trade.  The  private  navi- 
.  garion  from  the  ifland  to  the  northern  colonits, 
to  the  Spanifh  continent,  and  to  the  Windward 
IQands,  employed  a  hundred  and  thirty  vclFels, 
from  twenty  to  feventy  tons  burden,  manned  with 
fix  hundred  European  Tailors  of  all  nations,  and 
fifteen  hundred  flavcs  long  enured  to  the  fea  ' 
:fervice. 

■  At  firft,  ihe  fhips  that  frequented  Martjnico  M.nn« ;. 
ufed  to  land  in  ihofe  parts  where  the  plantations  ,"!'dfi,'ttr. 
lay.     This  praftice,  feemingly  the  moft  natural,   ^'^jj^ 

•  Fromiij.oool.  to  166,6661.   its.   -t^. 
■J  500,0001. 
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»  A  o  K  «ns  liable  »  gteat  inconvcnifncei.  Th«  noitH 
^,  ^ ',  f*  and  norcb-eaftcrijr  winds  which  blow  upon  pan 
of  the  coafis>  keep  the  Tea  in  a  conftant  and  vio^ 
lent  agitation.  Though  there  are  many  good 
roads>  they  are  either  at  a  confiderablc  diftance 
from  each  other,  or  from  mod  of  the  habitations. 
The  floopS}  deflined  to  coaft  along  this  inccnral» 
were  frequently  forced  by  the  weather  to  anchor, 
or  to  take  in  but  half  their  lading.  Thefe  diffi- 
culties retarded  the  loading  and  unloading  of  the 
ihipt  And  the  confeqUence  of  thcfe  delays  was,  a 
great  \ok  of  men,  and  an  increafe  of  expcncc  to 
^     the  buyer  and  feller. 

CoMMbitc£>  which  muft  always  reckon  annong 
it's  greaccft  advantages  that  of  procuring  a 
quick  return,  could  not  but  be  impeded  by  ano* 
ther  inconvenience,  which  was  the  neceflity  the 
trader  laf  under,  even  in  the  beft  latitudes,  of 
difpofing  of  his  cargo  in  fmall  parcels.  If  fomc 
indudrious  man  undertook  to  lave  him  that 
trouble,  this  enhanced  the  price  of  the  goods  to 
the  colonifts.  The  merchant's  profit  is  to  be 
rated  io  prop6rtion  to  the  quantity  he  .fells. 
The  more  he  fells,  the  more  is  he  able  to  abate 
of  the  profit  which  another  mull  make  who  fells 
lefs. 

A  GREATER  inconvenience  than  either  of  thefe  ' 
was,  that  fome  places  were  overftocked  with  fome 
forts  of  European  goods,  while  others  were  in 
want  of  than.  The  owners  of  the  ibips  were 
'  equally  at  a  lofs  to  take  in  a  proper  lading.  Mod 
places  did  not  afford  all  forts  of  commodities, 
nor  every  fpccies  of  the  fame  commodity.  This 
deficiency 
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deficiency  obliged  them  oa  touch  U  fcveral  places,   ' 
or  K>  carry  away  too  great  or  too  fmali  a  quan-   ' 
tity  of  what  was  fie  for  the  pon  whert  cfaxy  wcrs 
CO  aniosl. 

Tns  ftii^s  themfeives  were  expof«d  to  fevwal 
difficulties.  Many  of  them  wanted  careening, 
and  moft  required  at  ieaft  fome  repair.  The  pro^ 
per  affiftance  on  thefe  occafions  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  roads  that  were  but  little  frequented, 
where  workmen  did  not  ch^*fe  to  fcttJe,  for  fear 
of  not  getting  fufficicnt  employment.  They  www 
therefore  obliged  to  go  and  refit  ia  fome  particu- 
lar harbours,  and  then  retom  to  take  in  their 
lading  at  the  place  where  they  had  made  their 
fale  Thefe  dilFerent  expeditions  took  up  at  icttt 
three  or  four  months. 

These  and  many  more  inconveniences  made  it 
very  defirable  to  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
all  the  navigators,  to  eftablilh  a  magazine,  wher« 
■  tht  colonies  and  the  mother-country  might  fend 
tbcir  refpedive  articles  of  exchange.  Nature 
feemed  to  point  out  Poit  Royal  as  a  fit  place  for 
this  purpoie.  It's  harbour  was  one  of  the  bcft 
in  all  the  Windward  Idands,  and  fo  celebrated  for 
it's  fa^ety,  that,  when  it  was  open  to  the  Dutch 
veffels,  they  had  orders  from  the  rep^lblic  ta 
flielocr  there  in  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  from 
the  hurricanes  which  are  fo  frequent  and  fo  v4o-^ 
lent  in  tiiofc  latitudes.  The  lands  of  the  Lamen- 
tin  are  diftant  but  a  league,  and  arc  the  moft 
fertile  and  richeft  of  all  the  colony.  The  nu- 
merous rivers  which  water  this  fruitful  counft-y, 
convey  loaded  canoes  to  a  certain  diftance  from 
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■  ?,.?  *  the  place  where  they  empty  into  the  fea.  The 
w-v— '  protedion  of  the  fortiBcacions  fecured  the  peace- 
able enjoyment  of  fo  many  advantages  j  which, 
ho*ever,  were  balanced  by  a  fwampy  and  un- 
wholefome  foil.  This  capital  of  Martinico  was 
alfo  the  afylum  of  the  men  of  war  j  which  branch 
of  the  navy  at  that  time  dcfpifed,  and  even  op- 
preffed  the  merchant-men.  On  this  account. 
Fort  Royal  was  an  improper  place  to  become  the 
center  of  trade,  which  was  therefore  turned  to  St. 
Peter's. 

-  This  little  town,  which,  notwithftanding  the 
fires  that  have  reduced  it  four  times  to  aflies,  ftUl 
contains  eighteen  hundred  houfes,  is  fituated  on 
the  wcftern -coaft  of  the  ifland,  in  a  bay  or  inlet 
which  is  almoft  circular.  One  part  of  it  is  built 
on  the  ftrand  along  the  fea-fidej  which  is  called 
the  Anchorage;  and  Is  the  place  deftined  for  the 
fiiips  and  warehoufes.  The  other  part  of  the 
town  Hands  upon  a  low  hill :  it  is  called  the  Fort, 
from  a  fmall  fortification  that  was  built  there  in 
1665,  to  check  the  feditions  of  the  inhabitants 
againft  the  tyranny  of  monopoly  j  but  it  now 
ferves  to  proteift  the  road  from  foreign  enemies. 
Thefe  two  parts  of  the  town  are  feparated  by  a 
rivulet,  or  fordable  river. 

The  anchorage  is  at  the  back  of  a  pretty  high 
and  perpendicular  hill.  Shut  up,  as  it  were, 
by  this  hill,  which  intercepts  the  eafterly  winds, 
themofl  conftani  and  mo(t  falubrious  in  thefe 
parts ;  expofedj  without  any  refrefliing  breezes, 
to  the  fcorching  beamg  of  the  fun,  reflcfted  fronn 
the  hill,  from  the  fea,  and  the  black  fand  on  the 
beach  j 
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beach;  this  place  is  extremely  hot,  and  always  il  o  o  it 
■Unwholefome.  Befides,  there  is  noharbotir  j  and  ■  ■  j -  -J 
the  fliips,  which  cannot  wititer  fafely  lipoh  this 
coaft,  are  obliged  to  take  fliclter  at  Fort  Royal; 
But  thefc  difadvantagcs  are  compenfated  by  the 
conveniency  of  the  toad  of  St.  Peter's,  for  load- 
ing and  unloading  of  goods;  and  by  it's  fitua-^ 
tion,  which  is  fuch,  that  Ihips  can  freely  go  in 
and  out  at  all  times,  and  with  all  winds. 

Tnis  village  Was  the  firft  that  v?as  built,  and 
the  firit  that  was  cultivated  on  the  Ifland.  It 
hath  not  been,  however,  fo  much  on  account  of 
it's  antiquity  as  of  it's  convenience,  that  it  enjoys 
the  advantage  of  having  become  the  center  of 
Communication  between  the  ccJlciny  and  the  mo-  ■ 
ther-country.  At  firft,  St.  'Peter's  was  t|ic 
ftttrehoufe  for  ihe  commodities  of  fome  diftrifls, 
^hich  lay  along  fuch  dreary  and  tempeftiloiid 
coafts;  that  no  fliip  could  evei"  get  at  them ;  fd 
thdt  theirihabitants  could  cai-ry  on  no  trade  with- 
out rtmoving  elfcwherc.  Thfc  agents  for  thefe 
colohifts  iri  thofc  early  times,  were  only  the 
mafters  of  fmall  Veffels,  who  having  made  them- 
felves  knofr'n,  by  continually  failing  about  the 
ifiand,  were  cnttcedi  by  the  pfofpcft  of  gainj  toi 
fix  upon  a  fettled  place  foi-  theii*  rcfidence; 
Honcfty  was  the  orily  fuppbri  of  this  intercourfe: 
Inoft  of  thefe  agCntj  could  not  tead.  None  of 
them  kept  arty  bdpki  or  journals.  They  had  a 
trurik,  in  which  they  kept  afepdrare  bag  for  each 
pcrfon,  WhCffe  bufinefs  they  tranfafled.  Into  this 
bag  they  jJut  the  produce  of  the  fales,  and  took 
t)ut  what  money  they  wanted  for  the  purdhafes; 
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B  Sin  *  When  the  b^g  Vf3,s  empty,  the  commillion  ytz%  at 
tj-y-Vf  ah  end.  This  conBdcnce,  which  muft  appear 
fabulous  in  our  days  of  degeneracy  and  dilhonefty, 
was  yet  common  at  the  beginning  of  this  centuTy. 
There  are  fome  pcrfons,  ftill  living,  who  have 
farried  on  this  trade,  where  the  employer  had  no 
other  fecurky  for  the  fidelity  of  his  agent,  but  the 
Ipenefit  refulting  from  it. 

Thesi  plain  men  were  fucceffirely  replaced  by 
more  enlightened  perfons  from  Europe.  Some 
had  gone  over  to  the  colony,,  when  it  was  taken 
oiK  of  the  hands  of  the  exclufive  companies. 
Their  number  increafed  as  the  commodities  mul- 
tiplied i.  and-  they  themfelves  contributed  greatly 
to.  the  extending  of  the  plantations  by  the  loans 
they  advanced  to  the  planters }  whofe  labours 
hadj  till  then,  gone  on  but  flowly  for  wane  of 
fuch  help.  This  conduft  made  them  the  ncceffary 
agents  for  their  debtors  in  the  colony,  as  they, 
were  already  for  their  employers  at  home.  Even 
the  colonift,  who  owed  them  nothings  was  in 
£ome  meafure  dependent  on  them,  as  he  might 
poffibly  hereafter  ftand  in  need  of  their  aOUtance. 
If  his  crop  Ihould  fail,  or  be  regarded,  a  plantation 
of  fugar  canes  be  fee  on  fire,  or  a  miU'  blow'n 
down:  if  his  buildings  fliould  fall,  mortality 
carry  off  his  cattle  or  his  (laves  j  or  if  every 
thing  fliould  be  deftroyed  by  drought  or  heavy 
rains ;  where  could  he  find  the  meaiw  of  fup- 
porting  himfelf  during  thefe  calamities,  or  of 
repairing"  the  lofs  occafioned  by  them?  Thef© 
means  are  in  twenty  different  hands.  If  onlyose 
.  refufes  his  alHftance,  the  diftrels  mu{t  neceflaril); 
incwafc. 
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Jncreafci    Thefe  confi^erations  induced  fuch  as  *  ^,°  '^ 
h'id  not  yet  borrowed  money,  to  truft  the  agents  ^^-V— J 
Off  St;  Petcr*s  with  th^ir  concerns,  in  order  t6 
fScurt  a  refource  in  times  of  diftrefs, 

Tme  few  rich  inhabitants,  v(.hofe  fortunes 
ftcmcd  to  place  them  above  thefe  wants,  were  in 
ftme  degree  compelled  to  apply  to  this  faftory. 
Tfti  trading  captains,  finding  a  port  where  they 
might  with  advantage. complete  their  bufinefs, 
Without  ftirring  out  of  their  warehoufes,  or  even 
ol'tKeir  fliips,  forfobk  Fort  Royal,  Trinity  Fort, 
and  all  the  other  places  where  an  arbitrary  price 
was  put  upon  the  commodities,  and  where  the  . 
payments  were  flow  and  uncertain.  By  this  re- 
volution, the  colonifts,  being  confined  to  theif 
woi-ks,  which  require  a  conftant  and  daily  at- 
tendance, could  no  Ibngei-  go  out  to  dilpofc  of 
their  produce.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to 
intriift  it  to  able  men,  who,  being  fettled  at  the 
only  frequented  fea-port,  were  ready  to  felze  the  . 
mbft  favourable  opportunities  for  buying  and  fell- 
ing t  ah  irieftimable  advantage  this,  in  a  country 
Where  trade  is  continually  fluctuating.  Guada- 
lupe and  Gfanada  followed  this  exaniple,  induced 
by'  the  fame  motives. 

The  war  of  1744  put  a  ftop  to  this  profperity^ 
not  that  the  fault  was  in  Marrinico  itfelf.  It's 
navy,  coriftantly  e'xercifed,  and  accuftomed  to 
frequent  engagements,  which  the  carrying  on  of 
a"  contraband  trade  required,  was  prepared  for 
aSion.  In  lefs  than  fix  months,  forty  privateers, 
fitted  out  at  St.  Peter's,  fpread  themfelves  about 
the  latitiidesof  theCaribbee  Iflands.  They  fig- 
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'  xn?.  "^  naliwd  ihcmfelves  m  a  manner  worthy  of  the  an**- 
<-,— V-— '  ttent  freebooters.  They  were  conltantly-  rctym- 
ing  in  triumph,  and  lidca  with  an  immenfe 
liooty.  Yet,  in  the  raidft  of  theft  fuccefles,  aO'  , 
intire  ftt^  was  put  to  the  navigation  of  the  colony* 
both  to  the  SbanifE  coafl  and  to  Canada,  and< 
they  were  con^antly  difturbed  even  on  their  own 
coafts.  The  few  fhlps  that  came  from  France,, 
in' order  to  compenfate  the  hazards  they  wery  tx-  . 
pofed'  tO'  by  the  lofs  of  their  commodities,  fold . 
ihem  at  a  very  advanced  price,  and  bought  thent 
'  ai  a  very'  low  one.  By  this  means  the  produce 
decreafed  in  va1ue»  the  lands  were  but  ill  culti-^ 
vated,  the  works  negleitcd,  and  the  flaves  pe- 
rilhing  for  want.  Every  thing  was  in  a  declining 
ffatc,  and  tending  to  decay.  The  peace  at  laft 
refforcd  the  freedom  of  trade,  and'  with  it  the- 
hopes  of  recovering  the  anticnt  profperity  of  the\ 
illand.  The  event  did  not  anfwer  the  pains  thaE 
Were  taken' to' attain  it. 
rwi!«e  of  Two  years  had  not  yef  elapfcd  fince  the  cefla- 
I^hl*""  tion  of  hoftilities,  when  the  colony  loft  th«  con- 
aaCetiiu  tfaband  trade  flic  carried  on  with  the  American 
^aniards.  This  revolution'  was  not  owen  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  guarda-coftas.'  As  it  is  more  the 
intereft  of  the  traders  to  fet  them--  at  defiance,, 
than  their's  to  defend"  themfdvesj  the  former  are 
apt  to  defpife  men  who  are  ill  pai  J  to  protect 
fuch  rights,  or  enforce  fuch  prohibitions  as  are 
oftentimes  Unjuft.  The  fubftitution  of  regiftcr 
fliips  to  the  fleets  was  (he  caufe  that  confined  the' 
'^  attempts  of  the  fmugglers  within  very  narrow  li- 
inits.    In.  the  new  fyftem,  the  number  of  Hiips- 
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was  undcfermined,  and  the  time  of  their  arrival  "  ^ii^  "^ 
vnceitain, '  which  occasioned  a  variation  in  the  v— ^i— J 
price  of  commodities  unknow'n  before.  From 
(hat  time  the  fmugglcr,  who  only  engaged  in  this 
crade  from  the  certainty  of  a  fised  and  conftanc 
profit  would  no  longer  parfuc  It,  when  it  did 
HOC  fecure  him  an  equivalent  to  the  rifqucs  he 
ran.       ■'■■[ 

But  this'lbfs  was  not  fo  ferifibly  felt  by  the  co- 
lony, as  tKe  hardlhips  brought  upon  theni  by  the 
mother- country.  An  urillcilful  adminiftration 
clogged  the  reciprocal  and  necelTary  connection 
between,  the  iflands  and  'North  America  with  fo 
■  many  fcfrmaHties, -that  in  1755  MariinicD  fent  but 
Tour  veffcls  to  Canada.  The  direfliori  of  the 
-Colony,  now  committed  to  the  care  of  avari- 
cious and  ignorant  clerics,  foon  loft  it's  import- 
jince,  funk  into  contempt,  and  was  j)roftiiu[cd 
.to  veralhy^  " 

In  the  mean  while  ihe  trade  of  France  was  not 
yet  a'ffcifted  by  the  decay  of  Maninico.  The 
French  jfound  traders  in  the  road  of  St.  Peter*?, 
who  purchafed  their  cargoes  at  a  good  price,  and 
fent  their  fliips  home  with  ci^jiedition,  and  richly 
laden.}  and  tb^y, never  .inguired  from  what  parti- 
cular' crflony  the  confumprion  and  produce 
arofc.  Even  thej^egroes  who  were  carried  there 
Were  Ibid  at  a  high  price  j  but  few  remained. 
The  greateft  .part  were  fent  to  ihe  Granades,  to 
Guadalupe,  and  even  to'  the  Neutral  Iflands, 
which,  'notwithftanding  the  unlimited  freedom 
they  enjoyed,  preferred  the  flavcs  brought  by  the 
f  rench,  to  thofe  the  Engliih  oSi:red,  though  ap- 
Gj  jwrcntly 
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■  Sii?  ^  parently  on  better  ternps.  "fbey  were  convince!^, 
w^^-j  from  long  experience,  that  tfip  chofen  Negroes, 
who  coft  the  moft,  enr^fhed  their  lands,  i^hilq 
the  plantations  did  not  flourilh  in  the  h^nds  c^  thq 
Negroes  bought  at  a  loiyer  price.  But  thefe  prc^ 
fits  of  the  mother- country  were  forcigfi^  and  r^thec 
hurtful  10  MartinicQ. 

She  had  not  yet  repaired  her  lofles  during  th^ 
peace,  nor  paid  off  the  debts  which  a  feries  of  f  a- 
lamittes  had  obliged  her  to  contraftj  when  war, 
the  greateft'of  all  evilsj  broke  out  afrefii'.  &  teric^ 
of  misfortunes  for  France,  afcer  repeated  defeat^ 
and  loffcs,  made  Martinico  faW  into  the  hands  c^ 
the  Englifh.  It  was  reftored  in  July  1763,  H^teext^ , 
months  after  it  had  been  conquer^dj  but  depriyc^^ 
of  all  the  neceffary  means  of  prosperity,  thath^f^ 
made  it  of  fo  much  importaifc;e.  For  forae  y),^J^ 
palt,  the  contraband  trade  carried  on  to  the  Spa- 
nilh  coafts'  was  almofl:  intirely  loft.  The  ceflion  q^ 
Canada  and  of  Louifiana  had  precluded  all,  hopes 
of  opening  again  a  communication,  whicji  h^cj, 
or)ly  been  interrupted  by  temporary.  ipTftaKes, 
The  produftions  of  the  Granadcs,  St',  yinc^ot, 
and  riominica,  which  were  now  becorhe  BTiiilK, 
dominions,  could  no  longer  be  brbught  intq 
their  harbours  i  and  a  new  regulation  of  thq 
mother- country,  which  forbad  her'  haying  a^v 
intercourfe  with  Guadaluge,  left  her  no  liPM^ 
from  that  quarter.       '         '    '   '         .  " 

The  colony,  thus  deflitute,  could  dcpeiid  op.i?|i\ 

nothing  but  it's  culturesj  unfortunately,  at.t|i^ 

period  when  it's  inhabitajits  began  to  attfip^.tfl 

them  with  advantage,  there  app^^e4ii^.thf  ifl^4 
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i  fpeeks  of  ant  unknow'n  in  America,  before  ic  ^ 
had  ezercifcd  fuch  ravages  in  Barbadpesj  that  it  < 
was  deliberated,  whether  ic  would  not  be  proper 
to  abandon  a  colony  formerly  lb  Bourifhing.  Ic 
is  not  know'n  whether  this  infeft  was  transferred 
to  Martinico  from  the  Continent,  or  from  this 
jQand.  It  is  however  certain,  that  it  occafiftftei} 
inexprffllblc  ravages  in  all  the  fugar  plancalioJis 
in  the  ifland  Where  it  appeared.  This  calamity, 
which  had  been  too  ineffedtoally  refilled,  had 
lafted  frfr  eleven  years.  When  the  colonifts  aflcm- 
fcled  on  the  gth  of  March  lyyj,  anwuionced  a  fc-; 
*fard  of  666,000  livrftB  *,  for  the  pirfdQ  whif 
fiiould  ■  find  3  remedy  agaiilifl:  thefe  deftruftive' 
fcoufges.  This  important  fecret.hath  been  al- 
ready difcovered  and  pratfiifed  by  an  oBicer  nam- 
ed Defvoufe,  upon  one  of  the  pf^tations  the 
itioft  infefted  with  ants.  This,  excellent  cultivator 
fcad  ebtained  plentiful  crops  by  multiplying  the 
feboUrs,  the  manure,  and  the  wcediiigy,  by  burn-  ■ 
hg  tfic  ftraw  in  which  tMs  infeft  concealed  itfelf, 
by  repiarttttig-thjffagar  Canes  after  every  crop,: 
and  by'  difpoling  them  in  fuch  a  manner  asto' 
fttaiic'atc  the  circulation  of- the  air.  Thja  exam- 
ple hath  at  hmgth  been  followed  by  the  rich  co- 
lonifts,'.  others  wiH  imitate  it  in  proportion  to 
rfieir  means,  and' it  is.  to,  be-  hoppd  that  in  prb- 
cefsof  time,  the  recoUedion  only  will  remain  of 
diis  great  difafter. 

This  calamity  was  raging  in  it's  greatell  force; 
,  when"  tfie-  hurricane' of  f766i-tbcmoft  furious  of 
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xm,  ^  ^^°^'^  wfaich  had  ravaged  Martinico,  deftroyed 
^I'y.ij  |he  proyiQons  and  the  harvcfts>  rooted  up  the 
trees,  and  even  ovcrchrew  the  buildings.  The 
deftruftion  was  fo. general,  that  fcarcc  a  few  inr 
habitants  remained  able  to  adminiller  civnfort  tq 
fo  many  unfortunate  pcoplp,  snd  tp  relieve  fq 
many  miferies. 

The  high  price  to  which  for  fome  time  coffee! 
had  rifen>  afliftcd  them  in  fupporting  ihefe  mis- 
fortun^Sr  Thi;  produdion,  which  bad  been  toct 
much  ojttivated,  fell  int^  difgrace,  jind  the 
planters  prefcrved  only  the  rcgrptQf  havipgcjeyoted 
their  lands  to  a  commodity,  the  value  p(  jvhicH 
yras  no  more  fufficient  for  their  fubfiftenpf. 

To  complete  thefe  misfortunes,  the  mother- 
country  fufiered  the  colony  to  be  in  want  of  tb« 
perfons  neceiflkry  for  the  labours  of  it;  for  from 
the  year  1764,  to  1774,  the  trade  of  prince  did 
DOC  introduce  into  MarcinicQ  more  than  three 
'  hundrefi  ^nd  forty-Bve  Oaye^,  one  ye^r  with 
^iiother.  The  inhabitants  were  reduced  to  the 
ncccffity  of  renewing  ihcif  m«p  fronl  the  refufq 
of  thcEngliih  cargoes  ^ian^eftinely  introduced. 
■.Ak  enlightened ininifter,  whofe  watchful  care 
would  have  extended  itfelf  to  all  parts  of  the  eni- 
pirc,  would  have  alleviated  the  fate  of  a  great 
Settlement  fo  cruelly  affli£1:ed,  but  this  was  not 
the  cafe.  New  lofficcs  cftabliflicd  on  the  colony 
were  fubllituted  to  thofc  fgccours  it  had  a  right 
to  expeft.  : 

■  Is  the  French  fettlements  in  the  New  World, 

»nd  undoubtedly  in  thofe  of  other  nations  like- 

^ife,    the  Africans    grew  extremely  depraved; 

■  t  ???4 
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Mad  this  was,  becaofe  they  were  certain  of  impa*  ■  ^^  * 
nicjr.  Their  mafters>  feduccd  by  a  blind  motire  w-v^ 
of.mtereft',  neverbrought  the  criminals  to  jufticCf 
In  ordet-  to  put  a  flop  to  this  great  mifehief,  tb<; 
black  code  regulated  that  the  price  of  every  Qave 
vritofbould  be  condemned  to  death,  after  inform- 
ation lodged  sgainft  bioi  with  the  magiftraie 
by  the  proprietor,  fhould  be  paid  for  by  the  co- 
looy. 

'  CoLtECTioNS  were  immediately  made  for  this 
ufeful  purpofe ;  but  part  of  ^hcm  was  foon  em- 
ployed in  espenccs  foreign  do  their  infticution. 
Xbatc^Mar-tinico  was  (till  mcvc  opprefled  than 
the  others  with  tbefe  a£ts  of  injoftice;  when  in 
177 1,  it  was  burthened  with  the  expence?  in- 
.  curr&d  by  the  chamber  of  agriculture  belonging 
CO  the  colony,  and  with  the  faUry  of  a  deputy, 
jvhich  it's  council  keeps  to  no  purpofe  in  the  mo- 
ther-country. , 

-  ^rp|L£ssiON  was  carried  fttU  further.  The  du- 
ticp  yibich  the  government  collected  at  Mar- 
jinjc.0,  lOperp  originally  very  trifling,  and  were 
paid  in  proyifion),  which  were  changed  into  me- 
tals, when  thefe  univerfal  agents  of  commerce 
ver^  QiwltipUcd  in  the  iflapd.  Neverthelefs,  the 
impoft  was  ipoderatc  till  1763,  when  it  was  raifcd 
fo  eight  hyndfcd  thoyfapd  livres  *.  Three  years 
after,  it  became  neceffary  to  lower  it,  but  this  dU 
HiinuMQti,  e)it(?rtc,d  by  the  calamities  of  the  limes, 
vras  put  a  Aop  .to  in  176a.  The  tribute  was 
ifoTcred  again,  in  1778^  iq  thic  fuqa  of  666,900 

.   ..•*33.333l.6».  84. 

livres. 


DBitizedbv  Google 


HISTORY  OP  •■TTUMENTS  AND  T8LADE 

'  livrca*!   whidi  ic  e^ual  to  a  million  t  ib  ths 

■■  tfltndfc     It  Is  pkid  t^  i  poll-tax  upon  tlJe  whitt 

people  wd  wport  the  Negroes,  by  a  tax  of  6v8 

per  centt  oa  the  re&c  of  houles,  by  a  duty  of  ont 

per  cent,  oh  all  heary  merchandize  which  ehtdrt 

the  cdlony,  and  an  equal  duty  upon  all  proviGom 

Uiai  are  exported  &oaa  it,  except  coffee^  which 

pays  (hr^  pcir  4QBt. 

■      On  the  firft  of  January  I778>  the  populacioH 

«£  Mattinico  cdofi^d  of  twelve  t^ioufsnd  wBite 

peopte  of  all  ags»^  arid  of  both  fexea ;  three  titotH 

And  ftiee  NegroesiOr  Mulaaoesi  and  tipwanh  of 

fywicat*  thoufand  fla^est  though  it's  calcbleiiorii 

6id  not  amowic  co  more  than  fevenEy-two  thod* 

fiwd,  .-  ■■-  ,    ,' 

It'»  cattle  eenf^ft^d  c>f  eight  thou&iKl  t^o  biM4 
dtcd'  mwles'  or  horf«'j-  nine  thoiifaod  Cevtti-  ifufiJ 
&rei  headof  hQrii(jd<^<^£t1#,.  aiid  thirteen  tlididataiti 
one  Iiundred  hogs,  Iheep,  or  goats.  -■  ^ 

Jr's-ftigar  ^'antttions  amdunfed-co-tWft  iWfidfed 
fifty-fevcn,  i^cft^  occopie*  (cfi  ihdufimd''  tHWM 
Hundred  and  rHndty^feVen  (quSrM  df  (antf.-  -K 
co^i^ti^Rsttfm'n^iioiift-riA  hiHidriMi  e«f (f  titocfi 
feti^«^e  hufidtttd;^d  fdvetrty  ooSek  pUntiitCka 
fttM'iott  four  hundred-  th^i^ty  chotifend andtweiHf 
caead  plWntSj  artd  <Jrte  rtiftltoW  fl»  huftdrCd  fmf^ 
eight  tficArfand  flv«' tttJh)i*t^-  and  fifiey  cottcW 
l^iantS'.  -  ..     ,     :  ' 

'  Iwi77'5,  rfieFfWich  ntfi'igasortilMdcd'-tftMttm 
tlnico-one  hundfcd  aod.iwftitf-tvQ*;  vrtTdB,  rflrtC 
tWS»-Stfn#ediai»^--  *»rE^-J%Cr -■tb*«f«nd     fWQt 
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haodrwi  ffid  Uurty-*iglit  qiHRtHls,  f^Tcy^clahit  ^§,^* 
pM^jifU  of  clayed  or  ra^v  fugw,  wbich  w^rc  .frli  Vr  ^.j^ 
iajhipiUptbcr-coufitry  for  9,97^ii5'5 Uvkb,  g folf^ 
7  deoiei^  *  *  with  ninccy-llx  thouj^ivl  eight  bun-« 
4ced  ^  eighiy-niac  quiauls,  fixtli-ofi/Uj 
liounds  of  coflfee,  whicli  wer^  fold  for  4«577)1SS 
j^vrc^  i6  fojs  t  i  eleven  hundred  and  fQrty-fc?«(\  . 
qyi,Qt^s,eigjicpound5Qfiq,digQ4  which  were  fg]4 
for  j^7.5rf)iSnvrcs  J^  eight;  tljouiand  fixh4ftdi:e4 
aiod,  ^ty-fix  qi4Jn«ils,  fi^ty-thceo  ppttpds  of  cacao, 
wiucfe  wcte  fflld  for  6Jo5.ft£!4livr«s,  la  Ihls§^ 
i^^vjfii  tho,urand  and  twelve  quip.^^^  of  cotCQB^ 
^\(iG)x.  wcce  fql(l  for  a,7.53j,ioo,Uv^»ll,i  nioehufin 
4ced|.^n^  nitoflteea  hides,  whicl^  wet;e  ib^dfor  S>%7j^ 
livrcs.^i  ;weniy-:nipe  quintal  Wnpoujjds, of  rop.?-, 
yarpn  wfcicb  \Kei;c  fold,  for  ijiaqo  livtcs  **  j.  nioc- 
Vfin  l^uodried fixty-Cx  quintals,  thirtjj-fijVepoqnd^ 
Iff  blflck  caffia,  whii;h  were  fold  for.^ajgao  livrcs^ 
jxij&ls  ft  J  pne  huadrcd  and  tv^f^n^-fiye  quintal;^ 
oj  ist^qd*,  which,,  vifcre  ial^.  fcq  3f,i^  li\in?s  J^ 
^v^ta^.arq(^ifi(  thci^  article  was  '?»575?a74 
^jf^s,  i,fo!,  ;[j4fi(iifrs.§Si  but  this  fum.di4.,npfi 
5RHf^ff,helpqg-i;oth|^coloi>j^i.%,Utrfc  n3ore,  thap, 
;%.qj4ai;t(;r9f  ij:,  belo9g^.tfl,St^Jjipiaai>dGi^ad^ 
luge,,  i^hic;hhjad-^nt  paft  of  their,  ppod^aiop^  tpv 
^atunicOf 

■All  tJ>pffi-iffha  fronj  inl^inft^or. dpfy-acc^iflT.  "M^^V 
C^;ied  for-  the  intcjpll  of  their  country>  wou^  ^f^  '' 

*  About 415,4651;  16s.     '      t  190,7191.  3,«.  2d,  ■ 
%  40)6^51.  15s.  '    f  35,2481.  loa,  6di 

il.-ii4j7i»J.  IB?..  ;      «  3441-  i?.»»  M. 

••  i,t\i\.  I03.  t-l2,;?P7J.  loa. 

|t  I30I.  41.. xd.'  (^  About  ;90>665 1:  iiLpd. 
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*xm.^  wifli  to  fee  the  produfiions  multipKed  at  Marri- 
<—v-'-j  nlco.  ItU  vell'know'n,  indeed,  that  the  center 
©f  the  ifland,  foil  of  horrid  rocks,  is  .unfit  for 
fhe  culture  of  fugar,  coffee,  or  cotton;  that  too 
mucK  moiftiure  would  be  hurtful  to  thefe  produc- 
tions j  and  that,  ftrouldthey  fucceed,  the  charges 
of  carriage  acrofs  mountuns  and  precipices  would 
sblbrb  the  profits  of  the  crops.  But  in  this  lai'ge 
IJ)ace  meadows  would  turn  to  very  good  account. 
The  foil  is  excellent  forpafture,  and  only  Vailts 
the  ancntion  of  government  to  furnifli  the  inha- 
bitants with  the  neceffary  incr^afeof cattlefabtS 
for  labour  and  food.  There  are  other  Ijwts  tin 
flie  ifland  where  the  foil  is  ungrateful.  Cra'^:^ 
ccrritories  which  liayc  been  levelled  ty  the  tor- 
rents and  the  rains ;  fwampy  grounds,  whieh  it 
tirould  be'difB<:ult,  and  perliap^  impofllble  to  dry 
ep  i  aild  llony  lands,  which  cannot  be  fertilized 
by  any  kipd  of  labour,  ■  The  obfervers,  however, 
who  are' the  mofi  acquainted  with  the  colony, 
unanimouily  agree,  that  thefe  cultures  art  capa-; 
ble  of  being  thcreafcd  nearly  by  6he-thil'd>  arid 
diat  even  this  improvement  might  be  brought 
ibout  by  a  beiterund  morfc  fteady  method  bfciil-^ 
fixation,  without  any  farther  clearing  of  lands. 
But  in  order  to  attain  to  this  improvement,  a 
■  greater  nomrbcr  of  Slaves  would  be  required.  It 
:  is  a  confidcrable  fffing  that  the  inhabitants  have 
been  able  to  prefcryej  OH  our  time,  their  wprks  ia 
the  f4me  ftate  .fts  they  had  received  .them  from 
their  anceftor*.  We  do  not  think  <hat  it  will -be 
i^  their  power  to  increafc  them, 

'■    ■  T«« 
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Thb  proprietors  of  the  lands  at  Martinico  majr.  ^  ^S*^' 
lie  divided  into  four  claETcs.    Thefirft  are  pof-  ^— tr— '.- 
fefTol  of  a  huadred  large  fugar  plantatioHS*   in 
which  twelve  thouland  Negroes  are  employed^ 
The  fccond  have  one  hundred  and  fifcy,  >rorked>  •' 

by  nine  thoufand  blacks.  The  third  clafs  pof-: 
fcfs  thirty-fix,  with  two  thoufand  blacks.  The 
fourth,  devoted  tO'  the  culture  of  coffee,  cottons- 
cocoa,  andcaSavai  may  employ  twelve  thou&nd: 
Negroes.  The  remaining  flavcs  of  both  {cues. 
are  engaged  in  domeftic  fervices^,  in  Bfliing,  cv 
in  navigation,  tliey  are  children  oc  in&rm  pec- 
ibns.   .        ' 

The  firft  clafs  confifts  entirdf  of  rich  people.-' 
Their  culture  is  carried  to  the  higheft  degree  of; 
perfeftion,  and  fhey  are  able  to  preferve  it  in  the 
flourifhing  ftatc  to  which  thty  hiave  brought  it. 
Even  the  expenccs  they  muft  be  at  for  replacing- 
deficiencies,  are  not  fo  great  as  thofe  of  the  ief*. 
wealthy  planter,  as  the  flaves  born' upon,  thefe 
plantations  fupply  the  place  of  thofe  deftroyed  by 
time  and  labour.. 

The  fecond  clafs,  which  is  that  of  planters  iit' 
eafy  circumftances,  have  but  half  the  bands  that 
woi^  be  necelTary  to  acquire  a  fortune  equal  to 
that  of  the  opulent  proprietors.  If  they  were 
even  able  to  buy  the  number  of  flaves  they  want, 
they  would  be  deterred  from  it  by  fatal  experi- 
ence. Nothing  can  be  more  imprudent  than  the 
cuftom  of  putting  a  great  number  of  frclh  Negroes 
upon  a  plantation.  The  fickncfs  thofe  miferable 
vretches  are  liable  to,  from  a  change  of  cHmat6, 
and  dictf  the  trouble  of  inuring  them  to  a  kind 

of 
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*Sw.^  df  labour  to  whidh  they  are  not  accartoitied,  ind 
h^iyMtf  which  they  d^tke,  cannot  but  difgaft  a  planter, 
from  the  conftant  and  labcriom  attention  he  tnuft 
piy  to  this  erainirrg  up  of  men  for  the  cMtivatroA^ 
of  land.  The  moft  active  proprietor,  is  he.  Who  i* 
able  to  increirfii  his  works  by  one-fixth  of  the' 
number  of  (laves  every  year.  Thus  the  ktofid 
dofs  mrght  ac<]Uire  fifteen  hundted  blacks  yearty, 
if  the  net  pfoduce  of  their  lands  would  admit  of  it. 
But  they  muft  not  expeft  to  meet  with  credit. 
The  merchants-  in  France  do  not  feem  dlfpoffed 
to-  truft  themj  and  thofc  who  circulated  their 
ftock  in  the  colony,  no  fooner  found  that  they 
could  not'make  ufe  of  it  without  running  coiilider- 
able  rifques,  tfaao  they  removed  it  to  Europe^  oi' 
to  St.  Ifomingo. 

The  third  clifsj  which  are  but  little  removed 
from  indigence^  cannot  change  their  fituation  by 
any  means  which  the  natural  courfe  of  trade  can' 
fupply.  It  is  a  matter  of  difficulty  for  them  tO' 
be  able  to  fubfift.  The  indulgence  of  govern- 
ment can  alone  put  them  into  fuch  A  floiirifliing 
oonditioa'as  to  raider  them  uftfiil  to  the  ftate, 
by  lending  themj  Without  intereft,  the  fums'thcy' 
may  want,,  to  raife  their  plantations.  Thisclafs' 
might  employ  a  greater  number  of  frcfli  Negroea- 
than  we  have  allotted  to  the  fecond,  without  thfe' 
fame  inconvieniences  j  becaufe  each  planter"  hav- 
ing fiswer  flaves  to  look  after,  will  be  able'  tci> 
pay  a  ^eate*  attention  to  tbofe  he  may  ptx- 
chafe. 

The  fourth  clafs,'  who  are  employed  iri  cfiW 
tbrcsiof  lefft  impQrtanco  than-thaC  of  fugiaiS  ^f^ 
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iBOt  ftaiy^  U}  need  of  fuch  ppwcjful  helps,  ea  «^  *■  JjfJ  '^ 
cover  thac  eafe  and  plent;y  fronx  which  chey  are  u— v-«a 
fallen,  by  war,  huirlcaiies,  and  cuHer  n)i«ibF'<- 
njm<s. '  Could  thofe  two,  lai^  claims  bm  ooake  an 
|^()u^$tipn  of  fifcqep  huadced  fl^ves  ev^^  }!<;v«i 
kwouM  be  fuf^clei^;  to  raife  thegj  cp  tl)a(<degr«e, 
of  proTpeFity  to  which  theic  'mi^tRiy  aaAujviiy  iQ-> 
titJcS  them,    * 

Thus  Martinico  might  hQpe.to  rem'velisr  de«' 
dining  plantations,  aad:Co  recoivrihe  firft  fptett- 
dour  to  which  her  diligence  hadl-ajfitd  her^  -iffho 
couM  get  a  yearly  acceflion  of  threei  thoufantj 
Negroes.  But  it  Is  well  know'n  that  flie  is  not  in  x 
condition  to  pay  for  thefe  recruits.  She  owes  the 
mother-country,- for  balance  of  trade,  about  a 
million  *.  A  ferics  of  misfortunes  hasobliged  her 
•o  borrow  four  millions  t  of  the  mePchMta  fettled 
in  the  town  of  St.  Peter,  The  engageraents-ibe  ha» 
entered  into  on  account  of  divided  inheritancesj 
and-  thofe  flie  has  contrafted  for  the  purchafe  of  a 
Dumber  of  plantations,  have  made  her  infolvcnf. 
This  defpcrate  ftatc  will  neither  allow  her  the- 
means  of  foon  recovering  her  formw  fituation,  nor 
the  ambition  of  purfuing  that  road  to  fortune 
which  once  lay  open  to  her, 

Aop  to  this,  that  (he  ftands  expofed  to  inyafion,  wiabtr 
Bpt  though  there  are  a  number  pf  places  where   "l'™"' 
the  enemy  may  land,  yet  they  will  neyer  make;  9»««*' 
the  attempt.    It  would  indeed  be  fruitltfs,  becaufe 
of  the  impoffibility  of  bringing  up  the  artilter/ 
and  ammunition,  acrofs  fuch  a  rugged  country  tt» 

^.^j.aSfil.  .ji.  4(1,  +  166,65^^  ««..l^*  , 
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'  xiS  *  foftRoyal,  which  defends  the  whole  colony;  If 
^1.  ^f  ,L>  is  in  this  latitude  6n1y  that  the  enemy  would  fail,'  in 
order  to  make  fucK  an  attempt. 

Im  the  front  of  this  ftrong  and  principal  place  of 
defence  is  a  famous  harbour,  fituated  Oa  the  fide  of 
a  broad  bay,  thvt  cannot  be  entered  Without  mahy 
tacktags,  which  muft  decide  the  fate  of  any  Ihipn 
that  t»  ibrced  to  avoid  an  cngagemem.  If  Ihe  hap-' 
pens  to  be  unrigged,  or  is  a  bad  Tailor,  or  meets 
with  ibme  accident  from  the  variations  of  the 
iqualls  of  wind)  the  currents,  or  whirlpools,  Ihe 
will  fall  into  the  harrds  of  an  alTailant  that  is, 
a  better  failor.  The  garrifon  of  the  fortrefs  itfelf 
may  become  a  ufclefs  and  inglorious  fpe£tator  of 
the  defeat  of  a  whole  fqoadron,  as  it  has  been  often 
of  the  taking  of  merchant  ihips. 

Thb  infideof  the  harbour  is  much  injured  on 
account  of  the  hulks  of  fcveral  fbips  that  have 
been  funk  there,  to  keep  out  the  Englifh  in  the  laft. 
war.  Thefe  veQcls  have  been  taken  up  ag^in;  but 
it  will  fttll  require  a  confiderable  expence  to  re- 
move the  heaps  of  fand  which  had  gathered  about 
them,  and  to  put  the  harbour  in  the  fameftate 
it  was  before.  This  work  will  not  admit  of  any 
delay  j  for  the  port,  though  not  very  fpacious,  is 
the  only  one  where  fliips  of  all  rates  can  winter  j 
the  only  one  where  they  can  be  fupplicd  with 
mafts,  fails,  cables,  and  excellent  water,  which  is 
brought  there  from  the  diftance  of  a  league  by  a 
very  well-contrived  canal,  and  which  may  be  eanl/ 
procured. 

An  eocmy  will  always  land  near  to  this  harbour^ 

and  there  is  no  poflibility  of  preventing  thetn, 

whatevci' 


iiizedbv  Google 


•IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES;  97 

Whatever  precautions  be  taken.    The  war  could  "  2,,9  ^ 
only  be  carried  on  againft  them  in  the  field;   it  "— -^^ 
could  not  be  continued  for  any  time,  and  the 
people  would  foon  be  "reduced  to-lhut  thcmfelvcs 
up  in  their  fortifications. 

They  formerly  had  no  other  fortification  than 
Fort  Royal,  where  immerife  fums  had  been  bu- 
ried through  want  of  fkill  under  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains. All  the  Icnowlcgc  of  the  ablcft  engineers 
has  never  been  fufEcient  to  give  any  degree  of 
ftrength  or  folidiiy  to  works  occafionally  credted 
by  the  moll  unflcilful  hands,  and  without  any  fort 
of  plan.  -  They  have  been  obliged  to  content 
themftlvcs  with  adding  a  covered  way,  a  rampart 
and  fianks,  to  fuch  parts  ^f  the  place  as  would 
admit  of  them.  But  the  work  of  the  moft  con- 
fequence  has  been  to  cut  into  the  rock,  which 
eafdy  gives  way ;  ahd  to  dig  fubterraneous-rooms, 
which  are  airy,  wholefome,  and  fit  to  fccure 
warlike  ftores  and  provifions;  as  alfo  to  Ihelter 
the  fick,  and  to  defend  the  foldiers,  and  fuch  of 
the  inhabitants  whofe  attachment  to  their  country 
would  infpirc  them  with  courage  to  defend  the 
colony.  It  has  been  thought,  that  men  who  wero 
fure  of  Boding  a  fafe  retreat  in  thefe  caverns,  after 
having  expofed  their  lives  on  the  ramparts,  would 
foon  forget  their  fatigues,  and  face  the  enemy  with 
frelh  vigour.  This  idea  was  fortunate  and  lenfi- 
ble,  and  mull  have  been  fuggelted,  if  not  by  a 
patriotii;  government,  at  Icaft  by  fome  fenfibla 
^nd  humane  miniiler,  ..    , 

But  the  bravery  this  mull  infpirc  could-  not  bo 
fufficient  to  preferve  a  place  which  is  con:imanded 
*-Yoi,.  VI,  n  on 
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»  Jjg  *  Pfl  al*  fries.    !t  ^yss  ti»ei¥,for«  *lw*Jgftf  ad«i«al?l* 
^)Pv-«»^  to  $¥  uf"^  'i'Plf  Hf<^  «4tr3^^^^^''H)!s  fiwfituia  j^ 

for  thi«  purppCc,  ^Mitfb  *f  H'g'»er  *>y  tlurrf-fiv« 
or  forty  feet  than  the  lyg|wft  tqp?.  of  P*ta^p, 
Jortejifpn,  an4  C^ffWf^i  *l'l  which  <^«-lpok 
Fort  Bayftl. 

Upffi?  this  fipiwflCF  R  fjtsdfil  h«s  lb«cn  r»ifnl^ 
f onnHiflg  of fpur  faftftion?-  The  bi&ions  jn  fKuit, 
ihe  cpvere4  wgy,  the  refcryoirs  foj-  water,  the 
powder  roag^ziBe$ ;  ftll  ifeaft  mews  of  (ie£enc(s 
^re  ready.  Tds  cazernisE,  and  otber  aceeflkrjr 
|)uildings»  will  foon  corapleie  the  work.  Ifcveq 
[tie  redoubts  and  tfa«  battgries,  in(endad  co  force 
th?  etieniy  to  malt?  ttuir  defcent  at  a  greater  dif> 
f  4QCC  th^n  Cafco  bay,  where  they  Unded  u  th« 
Jsd:  invAruin.  fkould  not  be  attended  with  tha 
fffijft  that  is  expfiftgd  ftom'thfijii  yet  ftill  the 
f;oktny  would  be  able  to  reQil  abogt  three  months, 
fifteen  hundred  men  will  defend  thp  Mcrne  Gar- 
f(<r  for  thirty  or  flx>-and-thirty  days  ag^inft  an 
itmiy  of  Sficen  thoufand ;  and  twelve  hundred 
^jicn  wiU  fuftain  thenrifclvcs  for  twenty  or  five-. 
%nd«twf  nty  days  in  Fort  E^cjyal,  which  cannot  be 
^ttqcKed  till  Gttrmer  has  beea  taken,  '^hh  is 
9II  th^t  can  bq.  cxpefted  from  an  *xpenee  of  tea 
fliilliqngqf  livres*» 

Thosx^  who  are  of  opieion  that  the  navy  alone 
pught  to  prot?^  the  oclonies,  think  that  fo  con- 
fiderable  an  ^xp^ce  hath  bee^i  mifapptied.  As  i^ 
V^s  not  ppffibie,  ill  ^f>eir  opmiog,  to  ereft  forti- 
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ftBiradmi  oisd  cA  btriM  fcips  ac  the  fame  time;  lAe  ■"  J  *  * 
prtferahci  oogte  trfhave  beeh  given  tor  the  hmift  >— ^,r--» 
W  btsng  indirpenfaWy  necefiarvi  efpecially  if  ihrf 
impetuofity  in  the  char»£klr  of  thcf  French  diddles 
tfaem  t9  atcaclc  rather  thad  to  defend,  they  ot^ht 
IboncF  cadeftj'oy  than-  ereA  fbrtrefles;  or  riene 
hot  Ihips  fiioald  b^  boilc,-  thofe  m'ovesbk  mtw 
patns  which  cdfry' w*p  with  ihcroj  i»ftedofw«t- 
ing  for  it.  Any  power  that  aim!'  at  tfade,  attd 
fhc  eftabliffimeiit  of  colooitisy-  muft  hav«  fl»^ 
9thidh  bfing  in  men  artd  wcaith,  and  j^creaie 
popntatioR  and  circulafSon  i  whereas  bafttons  and 
toldnirs  are  oidy  fk  |6  conlrtne  men  and.ppovir 
fiodl.  Aif  tKat  the  coure  of  VciFraiHes  can  eKpe<% 
frtjm  ("fca  cjlptrice  they  have  inctjrred  at-  Majftinico', 
19,  that  if  t-fee  iflafid  fttoold  be  attacltpd-  by  th« 
■dnty  (Jnenay  it  ha*  to  fea*,.  tbere  will  be  time 
icnwjgh-  to  Filieve  it.  The  Englifn  proceed 
jlo#Iy  irtSf&es^t  they  always  giyon  by  role^  sJn^ 
jsotljiflg  diverts?  them  from  completing  any  worla 
thM  coaC0|)B  the  fafety  of  t^  aSailantSi  for  the|^ 
cfteem  th»  life  of  a;  foidier  of  more  confeq^ene^ 
than- tbe  lofs  of  ttme<  This  maxim,  ib  fet^iti)^ 
ift  icfelf,'  is^-  perhaps,-  mifappKed-  in  the  deltruc- 
^^c  cliirtate  ^  Aicncnca:-;  but  it  is  the  maxim  of 
apcaple,  wiioft  foldiefs  are  engi^cd  in  the  fer- 
vicc  of  tie-  ftate,  not  mercenaries  paid  by  the 
prince.  B«  whawver  b&thc-ftiture  fate  of  Map-. 
tioieov.'  ^  is  now  time  t<t  in^ire  into  the  pr^eoc 
ftAe-of  Gubdalupe. 

This  ifland,  which  is  of  an  irr^uUr  f(>rfli>  majr  "^J"^^ 

^-  abbot-  eighty  leagile»  in  okcumfercncew    h  is  Hur-  c!! 

^videtl  ifttx^  two-part*  by  a  fipall  firm  of  the  fett,  a^"7|*. 

-    H  ?  which  ri«w«i^ 
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'  XII?  ^  *^ict)  is  not  above  two  leagues  ioag,  ^nd  from 
tH»y— ^  fifteen  to  farcy  toifesbu'pad.    This  csnali  know'q 
by  the  name  of  the  fait  river,  is  navigable,  but 
will  only  carry  Indian  boats. 

That  part  of  tlie  iflaod  which  gives  it^  name 
to  the  whole  colony,  is,  towards  the  center,  full 
of  craggy  rocks,  and  fo  cold,that  nothing  wi|l  grow 
there  but  fern,  and  fomc  ufelefs  flirubs  covered 
with-mofs.  On  the  top  of  thcfe  rocka,  a  moun- 
tain called  la  Soupbritre,  or  the  Brimftone  moun-r 
tain,  fifes  to  an  immenfe  height  into  the  middle 
region  of  the  air.  '  It  exhales,  through  various 
openings,  a  thick  black  fmokc,  intermixed  with 
fparks  that  are  vifible  by  night.  From  all  thefe 
hills  flow  numberlefs  fprings,  which  fertilize  the 
plains  below,  and'moderate  the  burning  heat  of 
the  climate  by  a  refrething  ftream,  fo  celebrated, 
that  the  galleons,  wliich  formerly  ufcd  to  touch  at 
the  Windward  Iflands,  had  orders  to  renew  their 
provifipn  with  this  pure  and  falubrtous  water. 
Such  is  that  part  of  the  ifland  properly  called 
Guadalupe,  That  which  is  commonly  called 
Grunde  Terre,  has  not  been  fo  much  favoured  by 
nature.  The  foil  is  not  fo  fertile,  or  the  climate 
fo  wholefoitie  or  fo  pleafant.  It  is,  indeed,  lefi 
rugged)  but  it  wants  fprings  and  rivers.  There 
are  even  no  fprings  to  be  found  there.  Aque- 
dufts,  which  would  not  be  very  expenfivCi  would 
undoubtedly,  in  procefs  of  time,  enable  it  to 
enjoy  this  advantage  in  common  with  the  other  ■■ 
part  of  the  colony. 

No  European  nation  had  yet  taken  poffeflion  of 
^his  ifland,  when  five  hundred  and  fifty  French- 
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itien,  led  on  by  two  gentlemen  named  Loline  and  ' 
Dupleffis,  arrived  there  from  Dieppe  on  the  aSth  ' 
of  June,  1635.  They  had  been  very  imprudent 
in  their  preparations.  Their  provifions  were  fo  ill' 
choferi,  that  they  were  fpoiled  in  the  paflage }  and 
they  had  (hipped  fo  few,  that  they  were  exhaiifted 
ill  two  months.  They  were  fupplied  with  none 
from  the  mother-country,  St.  Chriftopher's,  whe-' 
ther  from  fcarcity  or  dcfign,  rcfufed  to  fpare  them 
anyj  and  the  firft  attempts  in  hufbandry  they 
made  in  the  country,  could  not  yet  afford  any- 
thing.' No  rtfource  was  left  for  the  colony  but 
from  the  favages  1  but  the  fuperfluities  of  a  people 
who  cultiTate  but  little,  and  therefore  had  never 
laid  up  any  ftoreB,  could  not  be  very  confiderable. 
The  new  comers,  ndt  content  with,  what  the  fa- 
yages  might  freely  and  voluntarily  bring,  came 
to  a  refoluiion  to  plunder  them ;  and  hoftilities' 
commenced  on  the  i6th  of  January,  1636. 

The  Caribs,  not  thinking  thcmfclves  in  a  con- 
dition openly  to  refift  an  enemy  who  had  fo  much  , 
the  advantage  from  the  fuperiority  of  their  arms, 
deftroyed  their  own  provifions  and  plantations, 
and  retired  to  Grande  Terre,  or  to  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands.  From  thence  the  moft  defperate  came 
over  to  the  ifland  from  which  they  had  been 
driven,  and  concealed  themfelves  in  the  thickcft 
parts  of  the  forcfts.  In  the  day-time  they  Ihot 
with  their  poifoned  arrows,  or  knocked  down  with  . 
their  clubs,  all  the  French  who  were  fcaitere^ 
about  for  hunting  or  fiftiing.  In  the  night,  they 
burned  the  dwellings,and  deftroyed  the  plantations 
of  their  unjuft  fpoilers. 

H  3  Adread- 
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"  ^j'°  ^  A  caEADFuL  famine  wra  the  c^nfequence  wT 
fc— V.  w  t^is  jj^md  of  war.  The  coI«>nifts  were  recluced  ca 
gra??  in  the  fields,  to  ea£  their  own  exer<;(n«nt5y 
ajUJ  to  dig  up  dead  bodies  for  their  fubfifteace* 
I^iMiy  wiio  li^d  been  {laves  ;&  Algiers,  held  in  ab-' 
harrence  the  hands  that  ha^  t^roken  fhexr  fetters  t* 
amJaUof  them  cqrfed  their  fxiQence.  hwasinchia 
manner  that  chey  atoned  for  the  ceme  of  thsiT' 
ifttfiiriop,  'till  the  ggyemmeat  of  AuheFt  br^Pghc 
aj^qt  a  peace  ivith  [hi;  favages  »  the  end  of  th« 
ye^r  1640.  When  we  cpufideF  the  iiyuftiee  oi 
tht:  hqftilities  which  the  EuropeaBs  hare  (;ptn- 
,  initted;  all  over  America,  ^c  are  almoft  tempted' 

t&  rejoice  at  their  misfortunes,  and  at  alt  the 
judgnaencs  that  purfue  thofe  inhuman  oppreObr^. 
We  arc  ready,  from  mptives  qf  huniantty,  tp-  rc» 
40UQGe  the  ties  that  bind  us  to  the  inhabitants  e| 
aur  own  hemifpkere,  to  change  our  eonneAiont, 
and  to  contrad  beyond  the  feas,  with  the  favage 
Indians,  an  alliance  which  unites  all  mankindy 
that  of  misfortune  and  compaOion. 
Ona^iWipe        The  remembrance,  however,,  of  hardftiips  ct*- 
degMttfiom  dtired  in  an  invaded  ifland,  proved  a  powerful  in- 
ri»rb<>t*      citement  to  the  cultivation  of  all  articles  of  imme> 
c^TaiS.  diateneccffity;  which  afterwards  induced  an  att(»R- 
jifliingco-     (jgn  iQ  thofe  of  luxury  confumcd  in  the  mother- 
after  h.vin(   country.     The  few  inhabitants  who  had  efeaped 
<iura4t^      the- calamities  they  had  draw'n  upon  themfelves^ 
£n(iua.      were  foon  joined  by  lome  difcontented  coionifts 
from  St.  Chriftopher's,  by  Europeans  fond  of  nO'- 
veliy,  by  failors  tired  of  navigation,  apd  by  fome 
lea-captaias,  who  prudently  chofe  to  comrmc  to 
the  care  of  a -grateful  fell  the  ce^ut^  they  had 
lAVcd^ 
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iSsrid  frorff  tlW  dtogSrfe  off  tRc  fca.  But  fffll  tiitf  "*  ^,^  * 
;^ri!>«rii!y  *f  6iud»1dp8  ■m^-Sop^Hdy^'c  irtipcdefllV  ■'  "a'-'i( 
by  (ibltaullrs)  irillHg  fi4hi<  l¥'s  Atkitatiori'. 

The  facility  with  which  the  pirates  froitt'  t^ie 
■isiighbtfuKi^iBaMds  eaol*  Caiir*)*  off  f^eli-  eat^Ic* 
ilttdiiir  flS«B/  (Help  ^ay  ctio[>^  ^^{^tiellrly  Brobgh't 
»h«m  mt»  a  very  d(hp€tate  fituation.  rncefti*i<* 
kuife,  aril^  frdm  jealbufiw  of  stJtfliortPy,  oftttii' 
diflfurbed  tUt  qSji^t  of  iHMSpiferttersi  Thii  adven- 
turers wha  rfertt  <*«r  iJiy  the' Wirtdiwatd  ifltindsj  , 
difdainirig:  a-  land'  that  \faB  fitreJ"  for  dgricufture 
thanfbrnavaloqtcdicibtl^  Wftreeafily^ttyaftcd'ttf 
M-artiiiicoi  bj»  the  convtsntene  rtftds  it  abound* 
with.  Thr  pmtBftitmi  of  tiibft  intrepid  pirates^ 
BnoughtltOiihac  illAtd  all  t^ie  traders  who  ilatHfrtid 
iihet(tf<^!v«S'  chat  ttiey  migtlt>  Buy  up  the  fpoila-of 
i1i«  enemy  «  a*  Ibw  pHce,-  ahd'  all  thtf  pl&nt^rS 
whuthougHt!  thiByrtiigiirfaftiiy'  give  themfelves  u[* 
ifopfcitctful'kbtMiim^  Thibr  quick  population  could' 
Hoo  &ii-o6  ihmodOdirtg^thtt  civil  ahd-milicarjrgo« 
tenmnmiJ  (^  the  Gartbbfce"  Wands  ihto  SS'^r-t'itiico; 
From  thae  timti-  the  Frenbhi  liiihiftW  att«hdtsti 
*(>«■  f*ioufly  co'this  thart  to'theotlief'colotiiesv 
which  were  ftot  fa  immediaWly  iindet-  thtir  di- 
itaion  J  and,,  hearing  chitft^of  this  iflandi-  iHcy 
tomod  ^Itheir  emftdWagemdnsihto.thftt^cJhgHfieU 
,  It  wis  in  ctJrifeqdenfcd  of  this^  preference,  that 
jirijoo'the  number  of  inhsBitadtSth' Guadalupe 
amouticed  only  to  jSiji  white  pedple  ;  325  ft*- 
ifiigcsj.  fret  ntgftjesj  of  muIfttttMfe-;  and  6,7*^ 
naves,  niany.'  a€  vthbth  \Cettf  Caribs*-  Hrt'tJUH*' 
tbres-wereitduCAl'tO  60'linaH'plantations'oP  fu*' 
gkTs  66- ctf^in^ltgd;-  i^WttW  doctA,  ah'd  a'>corinderi^ 
H4  ab}« 
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aUe  quantity  of  cotton.  The  cattle  amounted  to. 
i>620  horfes  and  mulesj  and  31699  head  of 
horned  cattle.  This  was  the  fruit  of  Cxty  years 
labour. 

The  colony  did  not  make  any  rapid  progrefs 
'[ill  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht.  It's  population 
confifted  of  9,643  white  men;  4i>i40  Haves  j  - 
and  it's  cattle  and  provifions  were  proportioned 
to  it,  when,  in  the  month  of  April  1759,  it  was 
conquered  by  tbe.arms  of  Great  Britain. 
.  France  lamented  this  lofs  j  but  the  colony  had 
reafon  to  comfort  themfelves  for  this  difgrace.- 
During  a  fiege  of  three  months,  they  had  feen  thcic 
plantations  deftroyed,  the  buildings  that  ferved  to 
carry  on  their  work«  burnt  down,  and  fome  of 
their  flaves  carried  off".  Had  the  enemy  been- 
forced  to  retreat  after  all  thefe  deva&ations,  the. 
ifland  was  ruined.  Deprived  of  all  afliftance  fronv 
the  mother-country,  which  was  not  able  to  fend 
her  any  fuccours,  and  expeding  nothing  from  the  • 
.  Dutch,  who  on  account  of  their  neutrality  came 
into  her  roads,  becaufe  ftic  had .  nothing  to  offer 
them  in  exchange,  Ihe  could  never  have  fubfifted. 
'till  the  enfuing  harvctt. 

Th?  conquerors  delivered  the  coloniftsfromthefft 
apprehenfions.  The  Englifli,  indeed,  are  no  mer-. 
chants  in  their  colonies.  The  proprietors  of  lands, 
who  moftly  refide  in  Europe,  fend  their  reprcfcnta- 
tives  whatever  they  want,  and  draw  the  wholc.pror 
duce  of  the  eftate  by  the  return,  of  their  Ihip.  An 
agent  fettled  in  fomc  fea-port  of  Great  Britain,  is 
intrufted  with  the  furnifljing  of  the  plantation,  and 
with  receiving  the  produce.  This  was  impradifable^ 
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at  Gu^alupe ;  and  the  conquerors  in  this  rcfpeOC  *  ^J^  ^ 
wereobliged  to  adopt  thecuftom  of  the  conquered.  y^-yiWirf 
The  £nglifli>  informed  of  the  advantage  the 
French  made  of  their  trade  with  the  colonies, 
haftened,  in  imitation  <^  them>  to  fend  their  Ihips 
to  the  conquered  illand ;  and  To  multiplied  their 
expeditions,  that  they  overftocked  the  market, 
and  lank  the  price  of  all  European  commodities. 
The  colonili  bought  them  at  a  very  low^rice,  and, 
in  coofequencc  of  this  plenty,  obtained  long  de- 
lays for  the  payment.  . 

T  o  this  credit,  which  was  neceffary,  was  foon 
added  another  arifmg.from  rpeculation^ .  which 
enabled  the  colony  to  fulSl  it's  engagements. 

The  viftorious  nation  fent  there  eighteen  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and'  cwcnty-one  Haves,  in  the 
expe&ation;  of  reaping  in  time  great  advantages 
from  their  labour.  But  their  ambition  was  fru- 
ftrated,  and  the  colony  was  reftored  to  it's  for- 
mer poffeflbrs  in  July  1763. 

The  dourilhing  ftace  to  which  Guadalupe  had  ViriMi^. 
been  raifed  by  the  Englilb,  was  remarked  by  all  ^'hT" 
the  world,  when  they  reftored  it.    It  acquired  ^^^ 
that  degree  of  confideration,  which  opulence  al-  *"«  "^^^ 
ways  infpires  at  prefent.     The  mother-country,  coiddari. 
beheld  it  with  a  kind  of  refpefl'.    Till  that  time 
it  had  been  fubordinate  to  Martinico,  as  were,  all 
the  French  Windward  IQands.     The  illand  was 
relealed  fro^n  thefe  Ihackles,  which  it  .confidered 
as  a  difgrace,  by  giving  it  an  independent  adipi-, 
DiAration.  This  arrangement  lafted 'till  1768,  ac 
which.period  it  was  again  fubjefted  to  the  formec 
yokp,  from  which  it  was  relcafcd  in  177a,  and 
placed 
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placed  lioder  it  again  fix  rfliMifhj  after.  In  j'f'/^i 
a  governor  of  it's  own  *aa  again  granted  to  it  j 
and  it  »  CO  be  hoped,  tbar  afcjrf  fo-  nMny  vd(^ 
tkin^  the  court  of  Verfeilles  will  no  more  depatt 
from  lias  arrangcmoit,  ch<  iMlf  dtlc  Wl^icti  is 
tanfomnible  lo  the  principtes  of  in  etftigbfthed 
po^ic^.  StiouM-  adcTitniftmiiOH  even  Mrevve  frofif 
tMs  fofionKc  p(a«,  the  govermurs  and  the  in>' 
tendanEs  woold  agaiff  befllow  chcir  care,  thtfir  crr- 
d^,  and  their  regard,  upon  the  metropofitJit 
ifland  idimediately  under  tUeiTiflfpcftion,  whii^ 
ihs  dependant  iftand  would  be  abandoned  to  fiib- 
atomrs,  without!  roflucHee,  w  withoirt  confidera-i 
tioor  xmH  coo&t^ntly  without  tHe  pdwei"  of  eh<j 
wUi  of  daaog'  any  thin^  uliifo];. 

T»E.mrfitary  men,  who-  have  been  of  opinioil 
Hias  rife  iwo-edfoniea  fhould'  be  unittd  undtr  one 
gOTCraOTj  ha«-  been- led  into  it  ftum  confideriii^ 
i4l«  adtaaiWBges.  tiiaa  #©uld  atife  frbtft  coHcfling 
the  forces  of  both.  iflbndBi-  far  cheir  ittucoal 
dcftncs;.  Buii  ch^  b»re  noc  mflsaiedi  riiat 
ac  an  aqual'  djflmire-  becwreiT'  Mtotittico-  and 
CuadBbipe^  there  is-  Dominitf^^  an>  Englifli 
jmlennnii:,  vtiich  cmmm  be  avfrided;  ahd  which 
ovierlndts  oquidjy  rha  doUbla-catiit:  ihat  divides  it 
ftom  ehe  Ertnch  paSeSRoat.  Should  rfic  French- 
BfRrali  ftn-ees  be  inferior  n}GhrE[tgli(hi  thecoma 
munication  would  be  imprsiflicable,  becauft  rhd 
9effpv&\vv  fuceoQrs  would  infalfibiif  bv  iDCercept- 
edij:  if,  on  theicontwHy,  they  fliQUidbe  ftipetifar, 
the.  oomnnuiication  would  bscome  ufek^,  be-" 
OM^  aa  itivnQcm  could  be  ^rehendcd;    ]/a-  et« 
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thcf  of  theft  Cftftft*  ib«  Tyftf m  prj^pofed  is  chi-  ■  5,JJ_  "^ 

It  would  be  ytry  diflKrent,  if  ir  were  neccffary 
to  carry  on  aRenfive  nwtfurei.  The  union  of  the 
powers  belonging  to  e«ch  of  theft  iflands  mtghc 
become  ufeful,  and  even  ncceflary,  under  fuch 
circuiTiftRni;f4.  lo  that  c^ft.  the  coni^mand  of  che 
whole  would  be  iotrgfted  to  one  (tf  the  govemof «, 
and  ihia  command  would  €e«ft  «t  the  cmclurtoit 
of  the  projef^  enterprise. 

BijT  is  it  proper  to  leftve  a  free  trade  between- the 
niritorial  produdions  of  one  colony  and  theft  0^ 
the  other  9  Till  the  con^ueft  of  Guadalupe  by  the 
Bnglifh.  the  immediate  connexions  of  that  ifland 
with  the  ports  of  France  had  been  limited  to  Hx 
or  ftven  velTcls  annually.  It's  proviCons,  from 
mocivee  more  or  lets  maturely  C(»i6dered,  were* 
moftty  ftnt  to  Martintco.  When,  at  the  period 
of  the  reflttutton,  the  adminilbration  of  the  twtf 
colonies  was  feparaiedy  their  trade  became  like- 
wife  difl'in^l.  The  coRunwaications  have  fince' 
been  evened  again^  aitd  are  ItiU  pmnifced  ae  this 

-  jwcftnt  time. 
'  T^is  arrangenwnt  is  cei^rcd  hf  ibm«  people 
in  France.  It  is  ncccflHry,  f^  they  with  acrK 
mony,- that  the  colonies  fliouldfu^  their  defttna- 
tioni  which  is^  to  coo^Hne  a  great  qnanttty  of 
merchandize  from  the  noother-countiy,  and  ta 
ftnd   back  a  g^^at  abandance-  oT  prodtiXions^ 

'  And  yet.  notwithftanding  her  abilities  to  futfit 
^is  double  obtigaeioAj  Gaad^pe  wtH  neitbrr  d<K 
theone  nOFthfrotheis  as  tongas  fhc  ftiall  be  al- 
lowed to  carry  her  commodities  to  Martimcov 
X  This 
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■  ?i,?  ^  *rhis  mtercourfe  will  always  be  the  caufe  or  thd 
t^mtyiti^  occalion  of  an  immenfe  trade  in  foreign  markets^ 
•  and  ac  Domiaica  in  particular.    This  fraudulent 

trade  can  only  be  ftoppedi  and  the  habit  of- 
fmuggling  eradicated,  by  prohibiting  this  com- 
munication. 

These  arguments^  which  are  founded  upon  mo- 
tives of  private  intercft,  ought  not  to  prevent  the 
confirmation  of  the  connexions  which  Guadalupe 
and  Martinico  have  formed  with  each  other.  I^i-*  - 
berty  is  the  vnih  of  all  mankind  i  and  every  proprie- 
tor hath  a  natural  right  to  fell  the  produftions  of: 
his  foil  to  whom  he  chufes,  and  to  as  much  advan- 
tage as  he  can.  This  fundamental  principle  of 
all  well-regulated  focieties  hath  been  fet  alide  in- 
favour  of  the  mother-cquntry  j  and  it  was  per- 
haps neceflary  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  But 
to  be  defirous  of  extending  farther  the  prohibi-, 
tions  to  which  the  colonifts  are  fubje&ed ;  Co  wifh 
to  deprive  them  of  the  conveniences  and  advan- 
tages which  they  may  derive  from  a  lafting  or  a 
temporary  communication  with  their  own  fellow- 
citizens,  is  an  aft  of  tyranny  which  the  merchants 
'  of  France  will  one  day  be  aOiamed  of  having  fb-> 
licited,  and  which  will  never  be  granted  but  by 
'an  ignorant,  corrupt,  or  weak  minifter.  If,  as  it 
is  pretended,  the  intercourfe  permitted  at  prefent 
between  the  two  illands,  fhould  give  part  of  their 
commodities  to  artful  and  rapacious  rivals,  go- 
vernment may  find  fome  fair  means  of  introducing 
into  the  kingdom  the  territorial  riches  of  Guada- 
lupe, and  of  the  fmoll  iflands  which  are  under  it*» 
dependence. 

DlS£AD>, 
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'  Pbseada,  atthediftance  of  four  or  five  leagues 
from  Guadalupci  is  oae  of  thefe  idands.  It's  ter- 
ritory is  eitfeetiingly  barren,  and  is.  ten  leagues  "nd^^ 
in  circumference.  It,  reckons  but  few  inhabit-  J"  °*'*'' 
antsj  who  are  all  employed  in  the  culture  of  a  few 
coSee  aad  cotton  trees.  Ic  is  not  know'n  at  what 
precife.  time  this  fettlement  was  begun,  but  it  is  « 
piodern  one, 

.  Tm6  Saints,  ;hree  leagues  diftant  from  Guada- 
lupe, are  two  very  fmall  idands,  which,  with  an- 
pther  yet  fmallcr,.form  a  triangle,  and  have  a  to- 
lerable h%rbo\ir.  Thirty  Frenchmen  were  ienc 
ihither  in  164^,  but  were  foon  driven  away  by  an 
cxcefljvc  drought,  which  dried  up  their  only 
Ipring,  before  they  had  time  to  make  any  refer- 
yoirs.  A  fecond  attempt  was  made  in  1652,  and 
lading  plantations  were  eft^bliflied,  which  how 
yield  fifty  thoufand  weight  of  coffee,  and  one 
;^undred  thoufand  of  cotton. 

At  the  di(l3nce:of  fix  leagues  from  Guadalupe 
is  Marigalantp,  which  hath  fifteen  leagues  in  cir- 
cumference. The  numerous  favages  by  whom  it* 
ivas  inhabited]  were  driven  from  it  in  164S,  bj 
;he  French,  who  w^e  obliged  to  fuftain  and  re- 
pel feveral  warm  attacks,  in  order  to  maintain 
tfaemfelye;  jn  their  ufurpation.  It  hath  ap  ex- 
cellent foil,  upon  which  9,  population  hath  fuc- 
pcfliPely  been  formed,  of  feven  or  eight  hundred 
white  people,  and  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand  Ne-. 
groes,  moft  of  ^hqm  ^re  employed  in  the  culture 
pffugar. 

.    St.  Martin,  and  St.  Bartholomew,  are  like- 

:|rjf^  dependent  upon  Guadalupe,  though  ac  the 

dillancc 


iiizedbv  Google 


HO  BISTOKY  OF  «TTL&MSNT3  AND  TRADE 

•  Jiit  ^  dift«MJe  of  ftn-tf-fl«  or  fifty  leaguw  frctm  ie.  The 

«--•»■  ■'  fonner  of  thefe  iftund*  hacb  b«n  fpeken  of  in  the 
In&orf  6f  the  DiitiJh  fttdemei^ta.  |t  remdiM  td 
/^  fomething  e4  the  tatter. 

■•  It  is  fatd  to  be  el«#en  leagues  m  circarrifei'- 

<rtC<.  It'*  rttDOn<»Jn»  ate  itothfrrg  but  rocks,  an4 
it's  v^ie»  nothiitg  but  fands»  which  aw  heWr 
watered  by  fprings  or  by  rivers,  and  rtiuch  (OA 
fcldoBi  l»jr  cRe  watdfs  of  the  fty.  .  It  is  ev«n  dc- 
ptivtd  of  »  good  harboor,  aldtough  aH  g«^ 
graphCTj  hafte  befftMrtd  iW*  advifWag*  open  ift 
In  1646,  flfrf  Frenchmen  were  fe'nc  there  friiM 
jh.  Chfitephet^s;  (hey  tiere  rtiaffacreti  by  th* 
Caribs  in  ifrs^,  aind  were  replaced  olYly  fhrW 
years  afttfr.  Th*f  barrenwffi  of  the  foil  obfiged 
thtfm  tfr  have  recomfe  to  the  Guj-aCuih  w«tf, 
irtricK  cwcred'  their  new  rfwmtry,  anrfofwhiclithe^ 
msdc  fonnc  ftmU  work*,  that  were  in  greif  rt- 
queft.  This  refource  iWs-fobn  ^haufttd,  andit 
was- faecetfdwd  by' tJte  cars  of  a  few  cati^ey  wliich 
fypp^i  dte  nefgh^uj-iw^  iflands^  SdQtf  aft«r 
*ftMs^  tffe  eulEt>w  ctf  cdtt(MW2»introdttcWl>  Md 
Ac  ct&p  of  this  amotmfs'  ro-  i^y  or  li»!^  ttioufwM 
-^eigllf,  when  not  ehecbAl  by  obftiwate  drcfughtE^ 
mhicrttareKeryfrtqUc^nt;  Titl  tlnfeffrsfemninrMS^ 
iM  HabdtiFa  have  an  been  carrWd  «rf  tfy^  «}i>i<« 

^  jtM^ej  and  it  id- ftiH  tlKotilfcfifc  o^thti'fia^ 

Ktfwai^  cbldF^ds- «fta&tiflKd-  m  chie  lft»r  WorM) 
■whew free  fHen  da'n»(  (Sftlain  t*  p»fidi«'(tf  tftc 
hbours  of  agrifultuw  vM*  thtftt*  Sdvc^.  THe 
numbers  of  the  latter  do  not  exceed  four-hWdre4 
and  fvieai,f-kvtay' rm''  tl^6{'i'«(  tlu  ftM'Aiep  three 
liundMd  aad  iot^y-fr?^.-  Jh^  iaafld-  could  nu^ 
withouB 
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yuHwc  difiicqlty,  maintain  a  greater  number,  ■*  J^^  * 
fv«n  ifl  the  moft  profpcmiu  ucpcs.  w-(i-«-4 

Ths  wretchedodi  of  the  inhabitants  is  fo  'well 
ItnoWn,  (hat  the  enemy's  privateers,  which  frc- 
^wotly  pm  in  there,  have  always  paid  pvu^uallji- 
for  what  few  refrefhments  tbey  could  fpare  thcfii, 
(hough  the  miicrable  inlubjcitfia  were  too  weak 
(p  compel  theoi.  There  is  then  fome  humanity 
left  even  in  the  brcaft  of  enemies  and  pirates i 
man  is  pot  naturaUy  crMcl }  and  only  beconoes  fft 
frofn  feaF  or  iatereft.  The  arraed  pirate,  whtt 
plunders  a  yejTel  fichly  laden,  ia  not  deftictMe  of 
equity,  nor  even  of  coim»SiQn  foe  a  fet  of  poor 
defencclefs  iHandcrs. 

C^-the  firft  of  January  1777,  the  poptilivion  Pieftntait* 
9(  Guadalupe,  and  of  the  iilaids  more  or  kfa  dii»p«.i^ 
fertile,    under    ic'^    dependence,    amounted   to  'aa^^^ 
twelve  thoulaod  fenea  hundred  white  ptrfoniof  '^''^f^^ 
ail  ages,  and  of  both  fexes,   thtncea  huadrod 
ud  Bfty  free  NegDoe£>  or  MuJattoess  and  xhuo- 
dnd  liiQufaod  Oaves  ■,  '  atthough,  in.  the  account 
06  the  coloou,  there  wxieao])<  f(K]Efo)rc  and  fouc 
^ufood  ODD  hundntd  menttoBed, 

Tnihii  catd(  oonfifted  of  mac  tkou£tDd  nvo 
hundred  and  twcoty  harks,  or  mules,  fiiteea 
fhoufend  feron  handred  and.  ferry,  bead  of  homed 
cank,  and  nmi^fiye  thoufaad  lour  Iwndreii 
flKCfv  h(^t,  on  goats. 

TitBSK  cukures  conSfted  only  of  (bur  hnndrri 
aad  &cty'>Dine  thioufand  Gx  bHiutpcd  and  iweniy- 
two  cacao  iroes-}  eleven  million  nine  hundred 
fitventy-iour  cheufiUtd  and  fbrty-fix  cocttw 
p^tsj  eighteen  RiWioft  feTC»  hundred  am) 
'      ~  ,  nincty- 
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*  Sin  *   iiinwjr-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourfcore 
c  >■  t*  cofiee  trees;  and  three  hundred  and  eighth-eight 
fugar   plantations  j    which  ■  occupied  twenty-fix 
thouland  and  eighty-eight  fquares  of  land. 

Thiir  gOTcrnment,  t«tes,  and  impofts,  were 
the  fame  as  at  Martinico. 

Ir  thele  frequent  calculations  be  difgufting  to 
the  idle  reader,  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  not  be  ' 
k  difag'reeable  to  political  calculators:  who, 
difcovertng^  in  the  population  and  in  the  pro- 
duAions  of  the  lands,  the  exaft  proportion  of  the 
flrengih  of  the  ftate  will  be  the  better  enabled 
'to  compare  the  natural  relburces  of  all  na- 
tions.  - 

•  ■  It  18  only  by  a  well-regulated  regiftcr  of  fuch 

3  nature,  that  we  can  judge,  with  Tome  degree 
ofprecifion,  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  maritime 
and  commercial  powers  that  have  fcttlements 
in  the  New  World.  The  merit  of  the  work,  in 
this  point,  conlifts  in  it's  accuracy ;  and  fome 
allowances .  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  made  to  the 
suthor,  for  the  want  of  cmbelliihments,  in  favour 
of  the  ufeful  information  which  is  fubftituted  to 
them.'  There  are  eloquent  defcriptions,  and  in- 
genious reprefcntations  enottgh  of  diftant  coun- 
tries, which  fenre  to  amufe  and  to.  deceive  the 
multitude.  It  is  time  to  appreciate  the  truth, 
which  refults  from  the  hiftory  of  them,  and  to 
be  informed,  not  ~  fo  ~mUch  of  what  they  have 
been,  as  of  what  they  are  at  prefent :  for  the 
hiftory  of  what  is  pafled,  efpecially  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  written,  is  aimoft  as  much 
applicable  to  future  9geSi  as  (o  the  prefent,    Ixt, 

me 
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me  be  allowcd>  therefore,  once  again  to  declare,  *  Jul  ^ 
that  no  man  Ihould  be  furprifed  at  the  numeroua  Vi'-y-^ 
repetitions  of  the  quantity  of  Negroes,  of  ani- 
mals, of  lands,  and  of  produiflions  j  and  at  details, 
in  a  word,  which  however  dry  and  unentertaining 
they  may  be  to  the  mind,  are  neverthclefs  the 
natural  foundations  of  focicty. 

Guadalupe  muft  obtain  from  it's  culture?,  a 
very  confiderablc  mafs  of  produftions,  and  more 
confiderable  eren  than  Martinico.  It  hath  a 
greater  number  of  (laves  i  it  employs  lefs  of  them 
in  it's  navigation  and  jn  it's  commerce;  it  hath 
placed  a  number  of  them  upon  a  foil  which  is  . 
inferior,  to  that  of  it's  rival,  but  great  part  of 
which  being  newly  maoured,  yields  more  abun- 
dant crops, -than  the  grounds  which  are  ^tigued 
by  a  long  continuance  of  tillage.  Accordingly, 
it  is  evident,  that  fuch  of  it's  plantations  as  are 
not  devoured  by  ants,  yield  an  income  much 
fuperior  to  that  which  is  obtained  at  Martinico. 
Neverthclefs,  eighty-one  veffeis  of  the.  mother- 
country  did  not  carry  away,  in  1775  from  this 
idand,  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty-eighc 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  quintals 
lix  pounds  of  raw  or  clayed  fugar,  which  were 
ibid  in  Europe  for  7*1371930  livres  16  fols*; 
fixty-three  thoufand  twenty-nine  quintals  and 
two  pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  fold  for 
2,993,860  livres  19  folsfj  fourteen  hundred, 
thirty-eight  quintals  and  tweoty-fcven  pounds  of 
indigo,  which  were  fold  for  1,222,529  livres  10 

•  *97>+*3l'  »S»-  8d.  +  "+.7441-  4«'  lid. 
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B.o  o  K  fol8*i  one  thbufand  twfnty-three  quioula  fiftjr- 
lS^,m..  •  nine  pounds  of  cacao,  which  were  fold  for  71,65.1 
livrca  6  fols  t »  five  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  quintals  fevcrjiy-  three  pounds  pf  cot- 
ton, which  were  fold  for  1,298,437  livrea  to 
fojsj:}  feven  hundred  and  twenty-feven  hides, 
which  were  fold  for  6,973  livres^j  fiHteeij  quin- 
tals ^nd  fifty-fix  pounde  of  rop£,yarn,  ^hichwere 
fold  for,  16,560  livres Ji  t<y,elve  quintals  and 
ii:fty-two.  pounds,  of  black  cafBa,  which  were 
fold  for  336  livres  15  foU  ten  dcniers^j  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  qiMntali  of  ^rood,  whicb 
were  fold  for  3,125  Ijvres**.  Thefc,  fums  col- 
l^ftively,  amounted, to  no.  more  than  12,751,404 
.  Kvres  16,  fols  10  denierp  tt» 

SoM^  of  the  jprodu£tions  of  the  colony  were 
ftpt  to  Martinico.  it's  ipolaflm,  and  fome  other 
ccjmmoditics,  yrere  bartered  with  the  Americans, 
for  wood,  cattle,  fiour,  ai^d  fak.  6(h:  it's.cottons 
vwe  fent  to  Dominica,  from  whence  it  received 
fiayesi  and  it's  fugars  to  St.  Euftatitis,  which 
paid  for  them  ia  fpcQic,  or  vyith.bills.of  exchange, 
and  with  merchandize  fr<Hn  the  £afi:  Indies. 

The  vigilance  of  it's  laft  dtFcdtors  hath  put 
ibmc  flop  to  thefe.fmuggling  connexions,  an4 
the  French  veffeJs  intencted  for  the  exportation 
of  thcfe  commodiEics,  have  immediately  been 
multiplied.     Many'  of    them    have    been    in-* 

'  •50,9381.  14s.  /d.  t.  i.gSiU  jis.  5d. 

i  54.1911-  iti.  3<L  ^296,1.  los.  lod. 

ir&)ol.  K  About  14I.  6s.  8d, 

••  1 30 1.  4s.  id.  ■ 

tt.AboHt ^31,391 1.  i4.B._o|d,  '     " 
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duced-bjr  habit  to  go  to  Guadalupe,  properly  fo  ■  o  o  k 
c»Hcdi  and  to  St.  Chafles  of  the  Baflc  Terre, 
t?here  ^1  the  cargoei  were  formerly  taken  in, 
AlthoQgh.it  be  bus  a  foreign'hu'bottr.the  accef^ 
of  Wibicb  is  djffictitt,  and  in  which  it  is  dangerous 
to  rmiain  i  but  the  greiteft  number  of  them  ga 
to  Pitre-Point, 

This  is  a  deepi  and  tolerably  fafe  harbour^ 
fituated  at  one  of  the  extremities  of  Grande 
Terre:  it  was  difcovcred  by  the  Engl ifli  at  the 
time  when  ihcy  were  in  pofleflion  of  the  colony  i 
and  they  were. employed  in  rendering  it  healthy, 
when  they  weredeprtved  of  this  acquifition  by  the 
peace. ;  The  court  of  Verlailtes  purfued  this  ideA 
of  an  eotightened  conqueror,  and,  without  delays 
Jiad  the  plan  of  d  town  traced,  which  hath  rapidly 
increafed*  Nature,  the  winds,  the  bearing  of 
the  coafts,.  all  feem  to  concur  in  concentrating 
in  this  ftaple,  ajmoll  .the  whole  trade  of  fo  beau- 
tiful a  po0effion.  St;  Charles  can  preferve  no 
mere  tradie  than  it  can  be  fu'pplied  witB  from  the 
fcie  fugM»,<^ehe  Three  Rivers  colle^ed,  and  from 
thc-icoffifcs  which  are  gathencd  in  the  diftrifls  of 
th«  'Bjiiliff^  of  DeOiays.  of  Bouillante,  apd  of 
Poiote  Noire;  This  town  will, '  however,  con> 
tiniicto  be  the  feat  <tf  government,  lince  th< 
forces  of  <&e  colony,  and  th^  forti^ations  src 

If,  fiMne  obfenrers  we  to  be  believed,  th^ 
colony  mu&  expe'&  to  decline.  That  paFt  inf  it 
ttfaicbi^ called  Guadalupe,  and  ttath  been  cidtW 
vatied  &a-'alongtime,  wbot  fulceptibde,  fay  they, 
of  mueh  impiopenKnt^  €ta  t^  other  hand,  they 
X  2  affirm. 
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■  x„?  "  iffinn,  that  Gratide  Tcrre  will  not  fupport  itfcM" 
fer-v"»j  in  the  flourilhing  ftate  to  which  a  fortunato 
hazard  hath  brought  it.  That  vaft  fpace,  which 
was  almoft  entirely  covered  with  briars,  reven> 
teen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  and  which  furnifhes 
at  prefent  three  fifths  of  the  territorial  riches* 
hath  not  a  good  foil.  It's  fugars  are  of  a  very 
inferior  quality  j  it  is  deftitute  of  forefts*  of  dews, 
and  of  rivers,  ahd  is  expofed  to  frequent  droughts, 
which  deftroy  jt's  cattle,  and  it's  produAions: 
caUmides  which  cannot  but  be  increafed  by 
time. 

We  arc  very  far  from  adopting  thefe  anxieties  j 
^nd  our  readers  may  judge  of  the  reafons  we  havf 
for  our  fecurity. '  The  calamities  of  an  unfortu- 
nate war,  had  almoft  aoihilated  Guadalupe.  But 
fcarce  had  it  fubi-nltted  to  a  foreign  yoke,  in 
1759,  than  it's  planters  haftened  to  reftorc  th* 
ruins  of  their  manufactures,  in  order  to  profit  by 
the  high  price  which  the  conquerors  put  upon 
their  produdtions.  The  three  years  fubfequent  to 
it's  reftitution,  were  employed  in  the  reftoration  of 
the  buildings,  that  had  been  conftru6^d  with, 
precipitation.  In  the  years  1767  and  1768,  the 
roads  of  the  colony  were  all  mended,  and  an  eafy 
'  communication  was  opened  between  Guadalupe 
and  Grande  Tcrre,  by  means  of  two  caufeways  of 
three  thoufand  toifes  each,  which  it  was  neceflary 
(to  raife  in  the  motalfes.  Before,  and  after  this 
period,  confiderable  fortifications,  and  more  than 
one  hundred  batteries  were  erefted  upon  the 
coafts.  Thefe  labours  have  deprived  the  lands, 
{or  a  long  while,  of  part  of  the  hands  deftined  to 
g  fertilize 
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fertilize  tbctn.    At  prefent,  that  the  flavea  are  ■  xiu.*' 
all  j-eftpred.  to  their  manufadures,  is  it  not  fKu*-  *— •^-> 
tunately  a  neccfiary  confcquencc,  that  the  com- 
modities fliould  iacreafe  i 

The  colony  hath  ftill  other  reafons  to  tnCp^A  a 
rapid  advancement.  It  hath  fotne  teri'itories' 
which  have  not  yet  been  manured;  and  thofe 
which  are  already  cuicivated,  are  capable  of  im» 
provcmcnt.  It's  debts  arc  not  confidcrable. 
With  fewer  wants  than  the  fettlements  have, 
where  <^ulence  hath  for  a  long  time  multiplied 
propenfuies  and  defiresi  it  can  bellow  more  upon 
the  improvemciw  of  it's  cultures.  The  EnglifH 
iQands  will  continue  to  furnilh  it  with  Haves,  if 
the  French  navigators  llill  limit  themfctTcs  to 
conv£y  to  it  annually  no  more  than  /ve  or  fix 
hundred,  as  they  have  hitherto  done.  All  thefa 
circiimllances  united,  fuggeft  the  idea  that  Gua- 
dalupe will  foot!  rife  of  itfetf  to  the  height  of 
it's  profpcrity,  without  the  affiAance,  and  notvith- 
ftanding.the  Ihackles  of  government. 

But  can  France  be  alTured  of  enjoying  a'  long  Hnfiun 
and  quiet  poffcffion  of  this  ifland?    Iftheertemy   r^^J^^ 
that  might  auack  the  colony,  chofeonlyto  i^un-  g^i^,*  , 
dcr  the  Grande  Terre,  and  to  carry  off"  the  (laves  {'•"•  ■'«"- 
and  cattle  from  thence,  it  would  be  impoOible  to 
preveDtthis,  or  even  to  retaliate,  unlcfs  an  army 
were  oppofcd  to  them.     Fort  Lewis,  which  de- 
fends this  part  of  the  fettlement,  is  but  a  wretched 
fiar-fort,  incapable  of  much  reQ&ance.    All  that 
could  poflibly  be  expected,    would  be  to  pre*- 
vent  the  devaftation  from  extending  any  further. 
The  nature  of  the  country  prcfents  fevf  ral  fitua- 
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BOOK  tiens,  fortic  ttiore'  favourable  than  others,  by 
vhieh  tbe  progRft  of  an  dflbilunt  mhy  be  fecurcly 
flopped,  whatever  his  courage  or  his  forces  may 
be.  He  would,  therefofe,  be  forced  to  reimbark 
Mid  proceed  to  the  attack  of  what  is  properly 
called  Guadalupe. 

The  landing  of  the  -enemy  could  be  cS^Aed^ 
nowhere  bUt  at  the  bay  of  the  Three  Rivers,  and 
^nd  at  that  of  the  Bailiff')  or  rather  thefe  two 
placet  would  be  lAoft  favourable  to  the  fucctffs  of 
his  tiiterprife;  becaufe  they  would  bring  him 
■carer  than  any  other  to  Foft  St.  Charles  Of  the 
B^e  Terrc,  where  he  would  have  lefs  difHcultie; 
td  encounter. 

Lbt  the  enemy  chufe  whichever  of  theft  land-, 
ings  they  prefer,  they  will  find  nothing  more 
than  a  fpoc  covered  with  trees,  incerfefted  witf^ 
riveri,  hollow  ways,  narrow  palTes,  and  ftecp' 
a£cenu,  which  they  mult  march  overei^fedt^ 
the  French  fire.  When,  by  the  fuperlority  of 
their  forces,  they  have  furmounted  thefe  difficul- 
ties, they  will  be  flopped  by  the  eminence  of  th? 
great  cao:ip.  This  ifi  a  platform  furround^d  by 
nature  wiih  the  river  Galleon,  and  with  dreadful 
ravines,  to  which  art  hath  added  pa^p^ts,  bar- 
bettfes,  flanks,  ahd  embrafures,  to  direct  the  ar- 
tillery in  the  moft  advantageous  rtlanncr.  Thi» 
intretichment,  though  formidafaie,  muft  bi 
fprtcd.  It  is  notto  be  imagined  that  an  inxeU 
ligent  general  Would  «V^  Mye  fuch  a  pofl:  sA 
this  behind  him {  his  OjttvoysWouIdbetOomUch 
'  pxpofedf  and  he  wwrid  iiM  get  t>b  what  Woul3  . 
9  B? 
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lie  neceffary  for  carrying  on  the  fiege  trf  Fort  Si.   "  J„j  P 
Cbarles  without  much  diiHculty.  1^,^^^^^ 

It  thofe  who  were  firft  employed  in  fortifying 
Guadalupe,  Had  underftood  the  art  of  war,  or 
even  been  only  engineers,  they  would  not  have 
failed  chofing  the  polition  between  the  river  oE 
the  Great  Bay  and  that  of  Galleon,  for  ereding 
their  fortifications.  The  place  then  would  have 
had  towards  the  fea-fide  a  front,  that  would  have 
inclofed  a  harboor  capable  c^  containing  forty 
fail  of  Ibips,  which  would  have  annoyed  the 
enemy's  fleet,  without  being  themfclvei  in  the  lead  . 
expofed.  The  fronts  towards  the  river  Galleon 
and  that  of  the  Great  Bay  would  have  been  inaccef- 
fible,  being  placed  iipbn  the  fummit  of  two  very 
ftefcp  afcents;  The  fourth  front  would  have  been  ' 
(he  only  place  open  to  an  attack  i  and  it  woidd 
bavc  been  an  eafy  matter  to  ftrengthen  that  as 
much  as  might  have  been  thought  proper. 

By  chufirtg  the  prefent  polition  of  Fort  St, 
Charles,  theWorks,  which  were  conftruiSed  there, 
Ot^t  at  leaft  to  have  flanked  each  other  fronfi 
the  fea,  and  from  the  heights.  But  the  prin- 
ciples of  fortification  were  fo  much  negleftedi 
thai  the  fire  was  pointed  entirely  in  a  wrong  di- 
redion,  that  the  internal  works  were  in  all  partt 
open  to  the  view,  and  that  the  revetments  might 
be  battertd  from  the  bottom. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  Fort  St.  Charles, 

when,  in  1764,  it  was  thought  proper  to  put  it  iii 

a  ftate  of  defence.     Perhaps,  it  might  have  been 

bed  to  dcflroy  it  totally,  and  to  plact  the  nei* 

I  4  fortifi-   ■ 
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8  SiS  ^  ftMtifications  on  the  pofition  juft  pointed  out.  It 
^.  .y.  1.'  was  however  thought  neceflat^  to  cover  the  bad 
fort,  conftrufted  by  unflcilfui  pcrfons,  with  out-  • 
.works;  adding  two  baftions  towards  the  fea-lide'i 
a  good  coyered-way,  which  goes  all  round,  toge- 
ther with  a  glacis,  pardy  cut  and  partly  in  i 
gentle  Hope  y  two  targe  places  of  arms  with  re- 
entering angles,  having  each  a  good  redoubt, 
and  behind  thefe,  good  tcnailles,  with  eaponicres 
and  pofterns  of  confimunication  with  the  body  of 
the  place ;  two  redoubts,  one  on  the  prolongation 
of  the  capital  of  one  of  the  two  places  of  arms, 
and  the  other  at  the  extremity  of  an  excellent 
intrcnchmenc  made  along  the  river  Galleon^  the 
platform  of  which  is  defended  by  the  cannon  from 
another  intrenchment  made  on  the  top  of  the 
bank  of  the  other  fide  of  the  fame  river  j  large 
and  deep  ditches,  a  refervoir  for  water,  and  a 
powder  magazine,  bomb  proof;  in  a  word,  a 
fufficicnt  quarflity  of.  works  under  ground  to 
lodge  a  third  part  of  the  garrifon.  Alt  thefe  out- 
works, well  contrived,  being  added,  to  the  fort, 
will  enable  an  active  and  experienced  commander 
to  hold  out  a  (lege  of  two  months,  and  perhaps 
more.  But  whatever  may  be  the  refinance  that 
Guadalupe  can  oppofe  to  the  attacks  of  the  enemy, 
it  is  time  to  pafs  on  to  St.  Domingo. 
Short  if  This  ifland  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  in 
Sflln^^of  length}  it's  main  breadth  is  about  thirty j  and 
Bt.  Domin-  it's  circumference  three  hundred  and. fifty,  orfm 
hundred  in  coafting  round  the  feveral  bays.  It 
is  parted  lengthways,  from  Ealt  to  .Weft,  by  a 
ridg« 
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.ridge  of  mountains,  from  'which  gold  was  ex'  ■ 
'trailed,  before  the  continent  of  America  had  dif* 
ttiofed  mines  inSnitely  richer. 

The  navigator  who  draws  near  to,  or  who  ap- 
proaches the  Spanifli  part  of  the  ifland,  perceived 
nothing  but  an  irregular  mafs  of  lands,  heaped 
one  upon  another,  covered  with  trees,  and  di'- 
vided  towards  the  fea-fide  by  bays  or  pronnon- 
tories  :  but  he  is  indemnified  for  this  profpcd, 
which  is'  none  of  the  moft  agreeable,  by  the  per- 
-  'ifume  of  the  flowers  of  Acacia,  and  of  the  orange 
and  lemon  trees,  which  are  conveyed  to  him 
every  morning  and  evening,  from  the  midft  of 
-the  woods,  by  the  land  breezes. 

The  French  part  of  the  coaft,  although  culri- 
vated,  doth  not  exhibit  a  much  niore  fmiling 
afpeft.  There  is  a  famenefs  in  all  the  horizon  j 
the  fame  accidents  of  nature,  the  fame  cultures, 
the  fame  colours,  and  the  fame  edifices  prefent 
thtmfeJves  on  all  fides.  The  eye,  fatigued,  can- 
hot  fix  itfeifon  any  fpot,  without  meeting  with 
the  fame'objeft,  and  without  feeing  what  it  had 
feeh  before.  There  is  only  the  northern  parr, 
which  being  full  of  rich  plantations,  from  the 
fea-'fide  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  exhibits  a  pro- 
fpcfl:  worthy  of  fome  attention.  This  is  the  only 
landfcape  in  the  idand  i  but  it  cannot  be  compared 
to  thofe  in  Europe,  where  nature  and  art  abound 
much  more  in  interelling  beauties. 

Thz  heats  are  always  confiderable  in  the  plains. 

Although  the  temperature  of  the  vallies  depend 

partly  upon  their'opiemng  to  the  Eaft  or  to  the 

Weft, 
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*  MB.  *  ^^^  ''  "»*y  •»  faid^in  ge&eral,  that  the  ulr, 
Wi*.iy.l^  which  is  damp  and  frefh  before  and  after,  fua-fcr^ 
is  very  hoc  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The  di£|^ 
rcDi^of  climate  is  indeed  only  to  be  felt  upon  the 
mouDuins  j  vhere  the  thermoaieter  is  at  fevea- 
teea  degrees*  to  the  Ihade,  when,  with  the  fanu: 
exjiorurei  ic  rifes  to  cwenty-6ve,  in  the  plain. 
s«na  Spaik  was  the  folc  ftnd  ufelefs  proprietor  of 

''«.'m1f"    this  large   peifcffion,    when  fome  pnglifh  and 
'  U^si! 'dcT    French,  who  hud  beqn  driven  out  of  St.  Chrifto- 
^*<<>-        f^r'si  took  rtfi)g9  tber^  in  1630,    Though  the 
notthera  coaft^  where  d>ey  firft  fettled,  was  in  a 
^manner  forfakefly  .they  coniideredi    chat  being 
liable  to  be  attacked  by  a  common  enemy,  it 
was  buc  prudent  to  feourc  a  retreat.    For  this 
purpofe  they   pitched   upon  Tbrtuga,    a  fmall 
,    iOaod  within  two  leagues  of  the  great  onef    and 
jwenty-fivc  Spaniards,  who  were  left  to  guard  it, 
fetired  pn  the  Brit  rummons.  .  . 

.  Thb  advetiturers  of  both  nations,  nov.abfolute 
tnafters  of  an  iAand  eight  leagues  long  and  twp 
broad>  found  a  pure  air,  but  no  river,  and  few 
fpringst  The  mountains  were  covered  wittj  vaJu- 
.able  woods,  and  the  fertile  plains-  ontjr  ^yzoced 
the  hand  of  the  cultivator.  The  northern  coaft 
aj^ared  to  be  inaccefTiblei  but  the  fouthern  had 
an  excellent  harbour  commanded  by  a  rock, 
which  required  only  a  battery  of  cannon  to  de- 
fend the  entrance  of  the  ifland. 

This  happy  fituation  foon  brought  to  ToFluga 

a  multitude  of  thofe  people  who  are  in  fearoh 

richer  of  fortune  or  liberty.    The  mofl;  moderate 

a|ipiied 
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»ppUed  riiemfclws  to  the  culture  of  tobacco,  ■  **  ■ 
.which  grew  into  repute,  while  the  more  aftive  ' 
went  to  hunt  the  buffaloes  at  St.  Domingo,  and 
fold  their  hides  to  the  Dutch.    The  moft  intrepid 
vent  out  to  cruize,  and  performed  fuch  bold  ex* 
ploits  as  will  be  long  remembered. 

This  fettlement  alarmed  the  court  of  Madrid, 
Judging,  by  the  lolTes  they  had  already  fuftained, 
of  tht  misfortunes  they  had  llill  to  expe£t,'  the^ 
gave  Ordera  for  the  dcftruftion  of  the  new  colony. 
The  general  of  the  galleons  chofc,  for  execution 
his  commil&on,  the  time  when  the  brave  inbabifi 
^tits  of  Tortuga  were  out  at  fca  or  a  hunting,  and, 
iwich  that  barbarity  which  was  then  fo  familiar  t«  ' 
)iis  nation,  hanged  or  put  to  the  fword  all  thole  who 
Wercjeft  at  home.  He  then '  withdrew,  without 
Jcaving  any  garrifon,  fully  perfuaded  that  fuch  z 
precaution  was  hecdlcfs,  afcer  the  Vengeance  ht 
had  taken.  But  he  foon  found  that  cruelty  is  not 
^he  method  to  fecure  dominion. 

The  adventurers,  informed  of  what  had  pafleti 
at  Tortuga,  and  hearing  at  the  fame  time  that « 
body  of  five  hundred  men,  deftined  to  hara& 
them,  was  getting  ready  at  St.  Domingo,  judged 
that  the  only  way  to'efcape  the  impending  ruin^ 
was  to  put  ap  end  to  that  anarchy  ip  which  thejr 
Jived.  They,,  therefore,  gave  yp  pcrfonal  indc^ 
pendence  tofocial  fafcty,  and  made  choice  of  one 
W  illis  to  Be  at  their  head ;  an  Englilbman,  who 
had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  on  many  occafuun  by 
his  prudence  and  valour.  Under  the  guidance 
of  this  chief,  at  the  latter  end  of  /fijS,  they  to- 
fookaii  ifland  which  they  had  poiTefled  for  eight 
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years,  and  fortified  it,  that  they  might  not  loTe 
it  again. 

The  French  foon  felt  the  effefts  of  nation4 
partiality.  WiUis  liaving  fent  for  as  many  of  hii 
countrymen  as  would  enable  him  to  give  the  law,, 
treated  the  reft  as  fubje£ts.  Such  is  the  natural 
progrels  of  dominioo:  in  this  manner  mofl:  mo- 
harchies  have  been  formed.  Companions  in 
exile,  war,  or  piracy,  have  chofen  a  leader,  who 
foon  ^furps  the  authority  of  a  maftcr.  At  firft  he 
Clares  the  power  or  the  fpoils  with  the  ftrongcft  j 
tin  the  multitudcj  crufhed  by  the  few,  embolden 
the  chief  to  affuitie  the  whole  power  to  himfelfj 
ind  then  monarchy  degenerates  into  defpotifm. 
But  fuch  a  feries  of  revolutions  can' only  take 
jptac^  in  many  years  in  great  ftates.  An  Illand 
offixteen  leagues  fquare  is  not  calculated  to  be 
^opled  only  with  flaves.  The  commander  De 
Poincy,  governor-general  of  the  Windward 
Wandsj  being  informed  of  the  tyranny  of  Willis, 
immediately  fent  forty  Frenchmen  from  Stl 
Chriftophcr's,  who  collefted  fifty  more  on  the 
coaftof  St.  Domingo.  They  landed  atTortugaj 
and,  havingjoined  their  conntrymen  on  the  ifland, 
they  altogether  fummoned  the  Englilh  to  with- 
draw. TheEnglifii,  difcpncerted  at  fuch  an  un- 
expected and  vigorous  action,  and  not  doubting 
but  that  fo  much  haughtinefs  was  fupported  by  a 
much  greater  force  than  it  really  was,  evacuated  the 
iflaTid,  and  never  returned. 
.  The  Spaniards  were  not  fp  traiftable.  They 
fuflFered  fo  much  from  the  deprei^ations  of  th« 
pirates  who  were  daily  fent  out  from  Tortuga, 

thu 
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that  they  thought  their  peace,  their"  honourj  aid  *  ^j^  * 
their  intereft,  were  equally  concerned  in  getting  Lp-y^^ 
that  iQand  once  more  in  their  own  power.  Three 
times  they  recovered  it,  and  were  three  times 
driven  out  again.  At  laft  it  remained  in  the 
hands'  of  the  French,  in  16591  who  evacuated  it 
when  they  were  firmly  eftabliflied  at  St.  I?omingo» 
but  without  giving  up  the  property  of  it;  The 
government  have  always  draw'n  from  thence  the 
woods  neceOary  for  fhip-building,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  artillei7,  and  for  the  troops^  till  a  rapacious 
rainifter  took  tJie  iOand  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
treafury,in  order  to  increafe  his  family  inheritance 
-wit^  it. 

Thiir  progrefs,  however,  was  butOow;  and 
■  they  firft  attraifted  the  attention  of  the  mother- 
country  in  1665.  Huntfmen,  indeed,  and  pirates 
w£re  continually  feen  hovering  about  from  one 
ifland  to  another;  but  the  number  of  planeers» 
who  were  properly  the  only  colonifts,  was  ex- 
ceedingly limited.  The  government  was  fen- 
lible  how  neceflary  it  was  to  multiply  them ;  and. 
the  care  of  this  difficult  work  was  comtnitted  to  a 
gentleman' of  Anjou,  named  Bertrand  I3ogeron. 

This  man,  whom  nature  had  formed  to  be  Tie* 


marines,  when  he  went  over  to  America  in  1656,  r^"'^^ 
Wfth  the  beft-conirived  plans,  he  failed  in  Ms  i«<^  ««m- 
firft  attempts  i  but  the  fortitude  he  fhewed  in  his  ^  ihra« 
misfortunes,  made  his  virtues  the  more  confpi-  »™™*' 
cuoust  and  the  expedients  he  found  out  to  extri- 
cate himfclf,  heightened  the  opinion  already  en- 
tertained 
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*  Sill  *  tertained  of  his  genius.    Tht  eftecm  and  attacKj 

1,11  ji.'  mcntf  he  had  infpired  the  Ffcnch  with  at  St^ 

Domingo  and  Tonugaj  induced  the  government 

to  intnift  him  with  the  care  of  dirci^ting,  or  rather 

offettliag>  that  colony. 

The  executbn  of  this  projcft  was  full  of  diffi- 
culties. It  was  neceiHary  to  eftablifb  the  regu- 
larity of  fociety  upon  the  ruins  of  a  ferocious 
anarchy}  to  fubjeift  the  uncontrouled  fpirit  of 
pluhdnr  tn  the  facred  and  fevere  authority  of  the 
law's  I  to  revive  fentiments  of  humanity  in  men 
hardened  by  the  habit  of  crimes;  to  fubftitutc 
the  innocent  inftruments-  of  agriculture  to  tha  ' 
deftruftive,  weapons  of  murders  to  incite  to  a 
laborious  hk,  barbarians  accuftomed  to  idte- 
^s^,  which  is  the  general  Utcndant  upon  rapine} 
to  infpire  violeot  men  with  patiencei  to  induca 
chem  to  prefer  the  tardy  fruits  of  obftinate  la* 
bour  to  rapid  enjoymcots,  acquired  by  fudden 
exertions  i  to  iiibHitute  a'  propenftty  for  peace 
Co  the  thirft  of  blood  j  tb  inftitl  the  fear  of  dan*  . 
ger  in  the  mind  of  him  who  delighted  to  expQ& 
bim&lf  to  it,  and  the  love  of  life  in  him  who 
defpifcd  it  t  it  was  neceOary,  ~  ia.  a  i^ord,  th^t 
men  wl»  had  never  refpei5lcd  any  thing,  and  vho 
had  always  traded  freely  with  all  oatiohs*  fboiHd 
be  pfevailed  upon  to  refpe&  the  privileges  of  .an 
exclurH%' company  formed  ij>  J664,  for  all  the 
French  fettkments.  When  all  this  was  eff«Sed, 
■  it  tbpn  became  necafiary  to  allure,  by  the  fweeit 
of  a  welWegulated  governments  new  inhabitant* 
into  a  country  which  had  be«[v  traduced  as  a  bad 
elirasn^ 
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»»  antj  which  was 
fertile  as  it  really  was. 
.  Dqobkon,  contrary  to  the  general  opinion, 
-was  in  hopes  he  fhould  fucceed.  A  long  incer* 
cout&  with  men  he  was  to  .govern,  had  taught 
him  how  they  were  03  be  dealt  whhj  and  his  Ta- 
gacity  could  fuggeft,  or  his  honeft  foul  adopt  no 
method  of  engaging  theai,  but  what' was  nobfe 
and  juft.  The  fiee-booters  were  determined  to 
go  in  fcarch  of  more  advancagcoue  latitudes  s 
he  detained  them,  by  reltnquifhing  to  them.thac 
fliareof  the  booty  which  hispoft  entitled  him  to, 
and  by  obtaining  for  them  from  Portugal  com- 
miflions  for  attacking  the  Spaniards,  even  aftelf 
they-  had  made  peace  with  France.  This  was  the 
only  method. to  make  thefe  r^ien  friends  to  their 
country,  who  otherwife  would  have  tut<ned  ene^ 
mies,  rather  than  have  renounced  the  hopes  of 
phindei-.  The  buccaneers,  or  huntfrnen,  wh<t 
only  wiflied  to  i-aifc  a  fufficiency  to  ereft  habita- 
tions, fosnd  him  ready  to  advance  them  money 
without  interelt,  or  to  procure  them  fomc  by  hia 
credit.  As  for  the  planters,  whom  he  preferred 
to  all  the  other  coloniftsi  he  gave  them  every  pol^ 
fibie  encouragement  within  the  power  of  his  in^ 
dufirrious  activity. 

These  happy  alterations-  required  only  to-  be 
made  permanent*  The  governor  wifely  confi- 
dered,  that  women  could  alone  perpetuate  ihfc 
happinefs  of  the  men,  and  the  wdfare  of  tlft 
etdony,  by  promoting  population.  This  was  ^- 
natural  oncj  but  it  was  nccelTary  to  confider  what 
kind  of  women  they  mult  have  been,  from  whom 
fuch 
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■  xn?  ^ '  ^'^  plciHag  effefis  could  have  been  expcfted. 
*—y'->j   Women  born  of  honeft  parents,  and  well  edu- 
cated}, prudent  and    induftrious  women,   who 
would  one  day  become  good  wives  and  affec* 
^tionate  mothers.    The  total  want  of  one  fcx,  in 
.the  ocw  fettlementj  condemned  the  other  (6  celi- 
'  bacy^    Dogeron  thought  of  remedying  this  kind 
:0f  indigence,  which  is  the  moft  difEcult  of  any 
(to  bear,  and  which  plunges  a  man  into  a  ftate  of 
;nielancholy,  and  infpires  him  with  a  difguft  iin* 
life,   deprived,   for  him,  of  it's  molt  powerful 
.attraftion.    Fifty  young  women  were  fent  over 
.t6  him  from  France,  and  were  foon  difpofcd  of  at 
-a  very  high  price.     Soon  after,  a  like  number 
tarrived,  and  were  obtained  on  ftill  higher  terms. 
.  They  were  fold  as  fo  many  Haves,  and  bought 
as  any  common  merchandize.    It  was  money, 
^d  not  the  choice  of  their  heart,  that  decided 
their  lot.    What  expe&ations  could  be  formed, 
from  alliances  thus  contracted  ?  And  yet  this  was 
the  only  way  to^gratify  the  moft  impetuous  of  aU 
paOions  without  quarrels,  and  to  propagate  the 
human  race  without  bloodlhed.    All  the  inhabit- 
ants expeftcd  to  have  female  companions  from 
their  own  country,  to  alleviate  and  to  ftiare  their 
fate.    But  they  were  difappointed  j   none  were 
afterwards  fent  over,  except  abandoned  women, 
vile  and   defpicable    wretches,   who    embarked 
with  all  the  vices  of  the  mind,  and  the  difeale^ 
of  the  body,  that  are  attached  to  an  abjeft  con- 
dition, which  they  were  far  from  being  alhamed 
of,  fince  they  fliewcd  not  the  leatt  reluftance  to 
engage  themiclves  for  three  years  in  the  fcrvice 

of 
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of  the  men.  This  method  of  Toading  the  cbloriy  ' 
'  with  the  rtfofe  of  the  mdthei'- country,  introduced  « 
fuch  a  jSrofl(gacy  of  ihanners;  that  it  became  ne^ 
teffary  to  put  A  flop  to  fo  darigeroUs  an  expedient, 
but  without  fubftiruting  a  better.  By  this  negleA* 
St.  Domingo  loll  a  great  many  brave  men,  who 
could  not  live  happy  there,;  and  was  deprived  of 
anincreafeof  population;  which  rtright  have  pri)^ 
cecdedfrt>tn,ihe  cblohifts,  who  (till  prefervcd  their 
attachment  to  the  ifland.  The  colony  has  long 
felt,  and,  perhaps,  feels  to  chts  day,  the  eiFe£U 
of  fo  capital  an  error,  : 

NoTWiTHSTANDiNOthiserrorj  Dogfcrt>n  found 
tneans  to  increafe  the  riomber  bf  planters  to  fifteen 
hundred  ill  fbuf  y'eat-s  time,  when  there  Were  onlf 
■foot  hundred  at  Ws  fifft  oomitig.  His '  fuccelTes 
were  daily  incrcafingl  frhen  thejr  Were  fuddenljr 
ftopped,  in  )'6J(3,  'by  an  infurreftibn,  which  put 
the  whole  colony  in  a  ferment.  He  did  not  incuf 
the  liaft  tenfore  for  this  unfortunate  accident,  in 
%hich  hfe  cei'tainty  bad  lio  ftiari?. 

When  this  worthy  man  was  appointed  by  thfc 
court  of  France  to  the  government  of  Tortuga 
and  St.  Domingoi  he  fcould  only  pre'vail  iiport 
the  inhabitants  to  acknowlcge  his  authorityi  by 
■giving  them  hopes  that  the  ports  under  his  jurif- 
diftion  ftiould  be  opert  to  foreigners.  Yet  fuch 
wa!s  the  afcendent  he  gained  over  their  mindj* 
that  by  degrees  he  eftabliflied  ih  the  colony  the 
exclufive  privilege  of  the  com^gHyj  whichj  ih 
time,  engroffed  the  whole  trade.  But  this  Cotii* 
■  pany  became  fo  elated  with  profperity,  as  to  be 
guilty  of  the  injuftice  of  felling  their  goods  for 

Vol,  VI.  K  two- 
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■  ®  *  *  two-thirds  more  than  had  till  then  been  paid  to 
1  ttii;  Dutch.     So  deftru£tive  a  monopoljr  revolted 

the  iDhabicants.  They  took  up  arms*  and  it  way 
but  a  year  after,  that  they  laid  them  down,  upon 
condition  that  all  French  Ibipft  IhouM  be  free  to 
trade  with  them,  paying  five  per  cent,  to  the 
company  at  coming  in  and  going  out.  Dogeron, 
who  brought  about  this  accommodation,  availed 
himfelf  of  that  circumftance  to  procure  fl»ips> 
feemingly  deftined  to  convey  his  crops  into 
Europe,  but  which  in  faA  were  more  the  proper*- 
ty  of  his  colonics  than  his  own.  Every  one  fhip- 
ped  his_own  qommodities  on  board,  allowing  a 
moderate  freight.  On  the  return  of  the  veflel,  the 
generous  governor  caufed  the  cargo  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view,  anij  every  one  took  what 
he  wanted,  not  only  at  prime  coft,  bu?  upon 
truft,  without  intereft,  and  even  without  notes 
«f  hand.  Dogeron  had  imagined  he  fliould  ia* 
fpire  them  with  fentimentsof  probity  and  great- 
nefs  of  foul,  by  taking  no  other  fccurity  than 
their  word.  By  this  couduft,  he  exemplified 
how  well  he  was  acquainted  with  the  human  heart. 
Thci  man  whom  we  have  degraded  in  his  felf- 
«ftimation,  by  miftrufting  hinij  having  nothing  to 
Jofe  in  Qur  minds,  will  not  fcruplc  to  fhew  him- 
felf occjfionally  a  rogue,  a  bafe  villain,  a  traitor, 
an  impoftor,  fuch  as  he  realty  is,  or  even  perhaps 
fuph  a^he  U  not,- but  fuch  as  he  knows  you  think 
Aim.  to  bei.  while  the  n^an,  for  whom  wc  fliall 
iave  fliew'ji  fome  ihare  of  e,fteem,  will  hoi;  debafe 
himfclfifbelhouldhavedaferved  it,  and  will  pique 
hlmiTttf  iq"?**  h's  hpnayf,.  if  he  "fliould  not.  To 
J  "   ,■  I  '    impute 
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impute  virtues  or  yicea  to  men,  is  frequently  the  ■  ^in  "^ 
Way.  to  infpite  them  with  cither.    In  the  itiidft  c-yl^ 
of  thefe  parental  offices  Oogeroti  was  cut  off  by 
death  in  1675. 

MiHistSRS  and  dep66taries  of  the  royal  au- 
thoricy^  inftead  of  thofe  long  and  ufelcfi  inftruc- 
tions  draw'n  by  clerks>  as  ignorant  as  they  are 
rapaGioUs,  and  fent  to  the  perfons  whom  you  intend 
for  the  government  of  the  coloniesj  who  receive 
them  wich  the  utmoft  contempt  i  get  the  life  of 
Dogeron  written  for  their  ufe,  and  let  it  be  con-t 
eluded  with  thefe  words :  Possess  the  virtues 

OF  THIS  MAN,   AND  LHT  YOUR  COKDUCT  CONFOHi* 
iTSILF  TO  HIS. 

O  DoGERON !  thy  neglefhid  remains  rep<)(e> 
perhaps,  in  fomc  unknow'n  part  of  S[.  Domingt^ 
OT  of  Tortuga.  But  if  thy  memory  be  extind:  ia 
thofe  countries,  if  thy  name^  tranfmitted  from 
fathers  to  children,  be  not  pronounced  with 
emotion  i  the  defcendents  of  chofe  colonifts,  whofe 
<dieity  you  infured  by  your  talents,  by  your  dif- 
intereftcdnefs,  by  your  courage,  by  your  pa- 
tience, and  by  your  labours,  are  ungrateful  peo- 
ple, wli6  (Jo  not  deferve  better  governors  than 
moft  of  thofe  who  are. fent  to  them. 

DooERON  left  no  other  inheritance  than  an  ex- 
an^jleof  patriotifm,  and  of  every  humane  and 
focial  virtue.  Pouaneey  fuececded  him.  With 
the  fame  qualifications  as  his  uncle,  he  was  not 
fo  great  a  man ;  becaufe  he  followed  hi^  fteps 
more  from  imitation, than  from  natural  difpolition. 
Yet  the  uodifcerning  tnukitudc  placed  an  equal 
confidence  in  both;  and  both  had  the  honour 
K  2  and 
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■  5j°  ^  and  happinefs  to  eftiblifh  the  colony  upon  a  fifitr' 
w— tr— '  footing,  without  law&  and  without  foldiers. 'Their 
natural  good  fenfe,  and  their  know'n  integrity^ 
determined  all  difFcrences  to  the  fatisfadton  06 
bbth  parties ;  and  public  or^r  Was  maintained  by 
that  authority  which  is  the  natural  confequ^ence  oC 
perfbnal  merit. 

So  wifeaconftitution  could  not  be  laftingj  ii. 
required  too  much  virtue  to  make  it  fo^  In  1684 
there  was  fovifible  an  alteracion,  that,  in  order  to 
ettablilh  a  due  fubordination  at  St.  Domrngo^twd 
adminiftrators  were  called  in  from  Martinico; 
where  good  policy  was  already  in  a  great  meafur* 
fettled.  Thefc  legifiators  appointed  coiuts  of 
judicature  in  the  fcvcral  diftrifls,  accountable  to  a 
fuperior  council  at  Little  Guavr.  In  piocefs  of 
.  time  this  jurifdiftion  growing  too  extenfive,  a  like 
tribunal  was  ere£ted  in  1701,  at  Cape  St.  Francis> 
for  the  northern  diftrids. 

All  thefe  innovations  could  hardly  be  Intro- 
duced without  fome  oppofition.  It  was  to  be 
feared  that  the  hunters  and  piratesj  who  compofcd 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  averfe  from  the  reftraints 
that  were  going  to  be  laid  upon  tliem,  would  go 
over  to  the  Spaniards  and  to  Jamaica,  allured  by 
the  profpeft  of  great  advantages.  The  planters 
thcmfelvcs  were  under  fome  temptation  of  this 
kind,  as  their  trade  was  clogged  with  fo  many  re- 
ftriftions,  that  they  were  forced  to  fell  their  com- 
•modities  at  a  very  low"  price.  The  former  wefr 
gained  by  perfuafionsj  the  latter  by  the  profpeft 
of  a  change  in  their  fituation,  which  was  truly 
defpcrate. 
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Skins,  bad  been  the  firft  article  of  exportation  ^xu?.*^ 
trotfi  3[<  Domioge,  as  being  the  only  things  the  ^-^  ■~^. 
Buccaneers  brought  home.  Tobaccp  was  after- 
wards added  by  cuUarct  and  it  was  fold  to  greac 
adranuge  to  all  nations.  Thia  trade  was  fooft  ' 
coofined  hj.  an  cxclufive  company ;  which,  in- 
<}ec^,  was  in  a  Ihort  time  abolifhed,  but  with  no 
advantage  Tor  the  fale  of  tobacco,  0nce  that  was 
fiarmed  opt^  "iphe  inhabitants,  hoping  to  meet 
vith  ron>e  indulgencj;  from  government/  as  a 
reward  for  their  fubmifllon,  offered  to  give  the  ' 
king  a  fourth  part  o(  ^1  the  tpbacco  they  fhoul^ 
ff:nd  ioto  the  kingdom,  free  of  all  charge,  even 
of  freight,  upon  condition  they  ihpuld  have  the 
fntiredifpofai  of  jhe  other  three-fourths.  They 
made  it  appear,  that  this  met|io4  would  bring  in 
9  clearer  profit  to  the  revenue  than  the  forty 
fois*  per  cent,  which  were  paid  by.  the  farmer. 
Private  interefts  oppofcd  fo  re^f^nable  4  proi 
'  pofal. 
<  In  circumltanpcs  fuch  as  thefe,  I  am  always 
^onllhcd  at  the  patience  of  the  opprefled  people. 
{  fay  (Q  myf^lf,  why  do  they  not  all  aflemble  to* 
gether  at  the  houfe  pf  the  member  of  adminiftra-t 
tion  appointed  to  govern  them,  and  addrefs  hint 
in  the  following  terms :  '^  We  arc  weary  pf  ait 
f*  amhpricy  which  vexes  us,  Retire  from  our 
f*  country,  and  tell  the  perfon  whofc  reprefen- 
f*  tative  you  are,  that  we  are  no  1-ebels,  be- 
f<  caufe  no  rebellion  can  exift  unlefs  it  be  agaiaft 
if  i  good  king,    and  chat  he  is  only  a  tyrant 
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■  °  o  *  **  againft  whom  we  have  a  right  to  TtnAt.  ifoi^ 
w-v—^  "  may  add>  that  if  he  {houldbe  defirqus- of  pof' 
**  fefling  a  dcTert  country  he  will  foon  be  Cuns.-^ 
"  fied  1  for  that  we  are  aU  -determined  to  perifli, 
"  rather  than  Jive  any  longer  liiiferable  under  -an 
"  unjuft  government/*  The  colonifts  did  ntrc 
give  way  to  the  fuggeftibns  of  defpair,  bat  in 
their  refcntment  they  timed  their  rnduftry  with 
fuccefs  to  the  culture  of  indigo  and  cocoa.  Cot- 
ton was  a  very  promifing  article,  becaufe  it  had 
Id  former  times  greatly  enriched  the  Spaniards^ 
but  they  foon  gave  it  up,  for  what  reafon  is  not 
knofr'n  i  and  in  a  few  years  not  a  lingle  cotton 
plant  was  to  be  feen. 

Till  then  the  labours  had  all  ticen  performed 
by  hirelings,  and  by  the  pooreft  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. Some  fuccefsful  expeditions  againft  the 
Spaniards,  procured  them  a  few  Negroes.  "The 
number  was  increafed  by  two  or  three  French 
'  Ihips,  and  much  more  by  prizes  taken  from  the 
Englifh  during  t-he  war  of  i6S8i  by  aninvallon 
<if  Jamaica,  from  whence  the  French  brotfgJrt 
away  three  tboufend  blacks,  .in  1694.  Witttout 
flavcsj  the-  culture  of  fugar  could  rtrt  be  under- 
taken J  but  they  alone  were  not  fufficieiK.  Mo- 
ney was  wanting  to  ertd;  buildings,  »tid  to  pur-* 
chafe  iKenfils.  The  profit  fomt  inhabitants 
made  with  the  free~booters,  who  were  at'Ways 
fuccefsful  in  «h«r  expeditions,  enabled  them  to 
icibplt^'the  (lavet.  They  t-herefore -umlert&o1& 
the  planciDg  of  the  caneS)  which  convey  the  goM 
of  Mexico  to  thofe  nations  whofe  only  mines  are 
fruitful  lands. 
•"      .  .    '"  But 
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Bet  the  colonjr,  fthtch,  though  it  had  loft  foito  '  xro  * 
af  it's  Europeans^  had  (till  made  a  progress  to  die  «— v-.^ 
north  and  weft,  amidft  the  deraftatioos  that  pre*  t.Ji'Zi^ 
ceded  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  was  yet  but  little  ^^^'^^ 
advanced  to  the  fbutb.    This  part -did  not  reckon  p»><>fst, 
a  hundred  inhabitants,  all  living  in  hutSj  and  all    ""^'^ 
extremely  wretched.    The  govtrmnent  could  Bk 
upon  no  better  espedienc,  to  make  ibciie  advan- 
tage of  lb  cxtenfire  and  fo  fine  a  country,  cbaa 
to  grant,  in  1^98,  for  the  ifaccitC  half  a  centur/s 
the  property  of  it  to  a  company,  which  took  ihp 
name  of  St,  Lms, 

This  company  engaged,  under  the  penalty  qf 
Ibffeiting  their  charter,  id  form  a  capital  of 
i,lOo>ooo  livres  •,  and  to  convey,  in  the  courft 
of  the  4ve  firft  years,  upon  the  lands  granted  t^ 
iliem,  fifteen  hundred  white  people,  and  tw» 
chftufand  fivt  hundred  Negroes,  with  one  )nin«- 
dred  of  the  former  and  two  hundred  of  the  latter 
each  of  the  following  yan  t  they  were  to  diftrir 
iiute  lands  to  whoever  (hould  be  de/irous  of  them. 
Each  perfon,  according  to  his  wants  and  abilix 
ties,  obtained  Haves  thiit  were  to  be  paid  for  in 
■jhree  years ;  the  m^n  it  the  rare  of  lix  hundred 
ijivresfi  and  the  women  at  the  fate  of  four  huo* 
dted  and  fifty  livres  J.'  The  fame  credit  was  al- 
Jowed  for  merchandize. 

Upow  thefc  conditions,  the  charter  tnftited 
tp  the  new  fpciety  the  cxciufivcright  of  buying 
jnd  felling  diroughput  the  whole  territory  afllgnV 

♦5©,«ioI.  t  *S''    ■      t  i8».  *s»t 
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■  Siu  "*  *d  to  them,  but  at  the  prices  only  that  lyere  fct^ 
^f^ymm.ii  tied  in  the  other  parts  of  the  ijland.  Eycn  thif 
dependence,  opprelBvc  to  the  cqtonift,  was  (tiU 
alleviated,  by  .aUovving  him  to-ealce, -where  he 
thought  proper,  whatever. he  was  IcTc  in  want  of, 
^nd  to  p»y  out  of  his  provilions  wbaterer  he  might 
•jiave  oocaAon  to  buy,  .    . 

MoHOPOLr,    as  a  torronc  thatJs  loft  in  the 
abyfs  itfcif  has  made,   works  it's  oiva  ruin  by  ii'« 
i  japacioufnefe.    Thepompany  qf  St.  Louis  affords 

an  inftirvce,  among  many  othera,  of  the  defefts 
and    abufes  of  cxclufive    atTociattonSk    It  was 
'ruined  by  the  knavery  and  extravagance  of,  it's 
agents;  nor  waa  the' territory- committed  to  it's 
care  the  better,  for  all  th?fe  Itjfles,    The  planta- 
tions and  people  that  were  found  there,  when  the 
^ompany  gave  up  her  rights  to  the  goverptpcnt 
jn  1720,  were  chiefly  p\yeD  tp  thf.fonir^band 
■traders. 
Tht  coionT       It  was  during  the  Jong  and  bloody  war  begun 
wio^obe"    on  a'^countof  theSpanilh  fucceffion,  that  this  at- 
tocnct  the    tempt  had  beep  m^de  towards  the  improvement  c^ 
liftirt  frt-     the  colony.     It  might  haye  b>ccr>  expefted  to  hayp 
^Tk™"     made  a  fpcedy  progrefs,  whtn  trapqiiiUity  was  re- 
^tb'ftV/-*"   ft*'"*^  *°  ^^^^  nations  by  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
faig  ihe  ».  Thefc  happy  profpefls.  were  blafted  by  one  of 
t^ptiicncu,    thofc  calamities  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
man  to  forefcc.     All  the  cocoa-trees  upon  the  co- 
lony died  in  1715.     Dogcron  had  planned  the  fir(t 
in  1665.     In  procefsof  time  thpy  had  incrcafedj 
cfpecially.in  the  narrow  valleys  to  the  wcftward. 
There  were  no  Icfs  than  twenty  thoufand  upon 
fprne  plantations}  fothat,  though  cocoa  fold  for  n^ 
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p*re  than  fiv?  foh*.  a  pound,  jt  was  become  a  *-^,2  * 
plentiful  fourceof  wealth.  w>rw-«rf 

Coi-TiyATtONS  of  greater  imporfance  amply 
compenfated  this  lofs,  whco  a  circumftance  of  tl«^ 
moft  diftr^clTing  nature  threw  the  whole  colony 
into  confternacion.  A  confiderable  number  of 
it's  inhabitants,  who  had  devoted  twenty  yeai^ 
labour  in  a  burning  climate,  to  lay  up  a  com- 
petency to  fpend  a  comfortable  old  age  in  theif 
native  country,  were  returned  to  ir,,  with  a  fufij, 
cien^  foi^Eunc  to  enable  them  to  dijc^arge  their 
^ebts>  and  purchafe  eftates.  fheir  comniodttiLM 
jwere  paid  tljem  in  bank  notes,  which  proved 
jjfekfe  ip  4hcm.  This  fatal  calamity  pbiigwi 
-ihem  to  return  poor  into  an  jQand  froqj  whence 
they  had  departed  richj  and  reduced  [hcmj  ia 
^heir  old 'age,  tp  folicit  employment  froip  fhc 
very  people  who  had  formerly  been  their  fcfvants. 
The.  fight  of  fo  many  unfortunate  perfons  infpircd 
a  ^ncral  dct^datipn  for  the  |ndia  Cqoipany, 
which  was  confidercd  a»  accountable  for  thefe 
calamities.  This  avcrfiori,  r4ifed  by  ppre  com- 
.pafljon,  was  foon  changed  into  a  profqund  hatred, 
juid  not  witbour  fufHfiient  reafon. 

The  French  coloniesifmoe  their  eftablilhmenc, 
.received  thejr  flaves  from  the  hands  of  the  mono- 
poly, and  confequencly  received  but  few,  and  ac 
an  exorbitant  price.  Being  reduced  in  171J  to 
:the  impoinbility  of  con.tinuing  their  languid 
■pperations,  the  company  themfelves  made  the 
private  merchants  partners  in  their  trade|  upoa 

f  Twp  pence  hal/pcnny, 

t  conditipn 
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'Sm.  ^  condition  that  they  Ihould  pay  15  livrea*  (6t 
^^i-fyj  every  Negro  they  ftiould  carry  to  the  Windward 
Iflands,  and  30  livrea  f  for  thofe  whonl  they 
Ihould  introduce  into  St.  Domingo.  This  new 
arrangement  was  followed  by  fo  great  a  degree  of 
flflivity,  that  the  government  were  ac  length  in^ 
tkiced  to  give  up  exclulive  privileges,  by  grant- 
jfig  in  1716' the  Guinea  trade  to  the  ports  of 
Roueil>  ofBourdcaux,  ofNantr,  and  of  La  Ro- 
chelle.  It  was  to  coS:  thetn  two  piftoles  j;  for 
every  0ave  who  fhouid  arrive  in  Attierica;  but 
the  commodities  which  were  to  be  acquired  by 
the  fUe  of  thefe  unfortunate  people,  were  exone- 
rated from  one  half  of  the  dutjes  to  which  the 
othir  produftions  were  fubjeft.  The  inhabitants 
were  juft  beginning  Id  feel  the  good  effieAs  ctf 
this  liberty,  imperfeft  as  it  was,  fince  it  was  cww 
fined  to  four  portS}  when  St.  Domingo  was  coi^ 
demncd  again  to  receive  it's  planters  from  the 
India  Company,  who  were  not  even  obliged  k* 
furnilh  them  with  more  than  two  thoufand  every 
year*  We  cannot,  indeed,  determine  which  ia 
the  moft  aftonifhing  circumftance  in  the  courfe 
of  the  events  relative  to  the  New  World,  either 
the  I'age  of  the  6rft  conquerors  who  laid  it  wafte, 
''  or  the  ftupidity  of  the  governments,  which  by  e 

ferics  of  abfurd  r^ulation$,  feem  to  have  pn> 
pofed  to  themfelves  either  to  perpetuate  the  mi- 
fery  of  the  inhabitants,  or  to  plunge  them  again 
into  that  ftatc,  whenever  they  entertained  hope^ 
o(  emerging  from  it* 

•  in.  6d.  t  il-  S»'  t  ifi'r  8d. 
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Im  1702,  the  agents  of  this  odious  cpmpaiiy  '^iJ)"^ 
arrived  in  the  colony.  The  buildings  where  thejr  ha--iriiL/ 
tranfa£ted  their  bultnefa  were  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  fhips  that  came  to  them  from  Africa  wer^ 
cither  denied  admittance  into  the  harbour,  of 
fiot  filffered  to  difpofe  of  their  cargoes.  Tht 
shtef  governor,  who  endeavoured  to  oppofe  thefe  ' 
^fturbances,  faw  his  authority  defpifed,  and  hJii 
brders  difobeyed,  as  they  were  not  enforced  by 
any  compulfive  power:  he  was  even -put  undri? 
arreft.  Every  pare  of  the  iOand  refounded  wkb 
tbe  clamours  of  fedition,  and  the  noife  of  armw 
It  is  difficult  to  fay  how  far  thefe  excelTes  Wdutd 
have  been  carried}  had  not  government  had  th^ 
prudence  to  make  conceiTions.  In  :  this,  one  in^ 
ftuicc,  the  people  did  not  fuf&r  for  the  foUy  of 
their  rulers  j  and  the  duke  of  Orleans  convinCMl 
mankind,  upon  thi«  occafion,  that  he  Wasabeve  tiMI 
ordinary  ftamp  (Sf  Tnen,  by  avowing  himfeW  tM 
authorof  a  rebellion  which  he  'had  escited  by  & 
defeftive  iftftitulion,  artd  whicb^  Wider  4  tvAkt 
Itfs  enlightened  or  lefs  moderate^  would  h*v< 
)3tcR  feverely  punifhed.  Afc<r  two  years-of  trou- 
ble and  confufion,  the  incoftveniencies  rcfuitirtg 
from  anarchy  difpofed  the  minds  of  all  parties  (o 
peace,  and  tranquillity  was  reltored  without  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  violent  meafures. 

From  thac  period,  no  colony  ever  fo  much 
irliproved  it's  time  as  thac  of  St.  Domingo.  It 
advanced  with  the  lUmoft  rapidity  to  a  profperous 
fiatc.  The  two  unfortunate  wars  which  annoyed 
it's  feas,  have  only  fervcd  to  comprefs  it's  ftret^th-, 
yhich  has  increafcd  the  more  fince  the  ceffaiion  of 
hoftilidcs. 
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'  Sin  *  hoftil'tirs.  A  wound  is  fopn  healed  when  the  con-i 
Vr-tA--*  ftitucion  is  foMnd.  Difeafes  thcoifcivesi  in  the 
flstK,  as  well  a&  io  the  body,  are  a  kind  of  remc^ 
.  .  dies^  which,  hy  the  expulfion  of  ;he  vitiated  hq? 
mours,  add  new  vigour  to  a  robufl;  habtc  of  body. 
Thofe  difordcrs  that-arc  fatal  to  cither  the  one  or. 
the  other,  are  fuch  as  being  ilow  in  their  progref^i. 
Iceep  them  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  indifpqfitioiiyani^ 
Ir^d.them  imperceptibly  to  the  grave.  But  afteit 
4ifealcs  that  ace  acute  have  brought  on  a  violent. 
fTifis,  the  deliFiam  ceafes  u)d  the  debility  goes. 
off*}  and  as  the  ttrength  is  reftored,  a'morercT 
golar  and  uniform  motion  is  eftahli(hed>  whtcfa 
pi^mifes-a  lafting  duration  n>  the  machine.  Sa 
war  feems  to  ftrengthen  and  fupport  national  fpirit 
in  many  ilates  of  Europe,  which  might  be  encr- 
raced  and  cwrupccd  by  the  profperity  of  com- 
pterce,  and  the  enjoymcntsof  luxury.  The  imT 
tjcienfe  lolTes  which  almoft  equally  attend  victory; 
^nd.defeat,  excite  indullry,  and quipkcn  labour, 
Nation?  viU  recover  their  former  fplendour^  pro- 
vided their  rplers  will  let  them  follow  their  own 
bent,  and  not  pt^tepd  to  dired  their  fteps.  This 
principle  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  France,  vth^tet 
nothing  niore  is  reqqifjte  to  profperity  than  tn 
give  a  free  coqrfe  to  the  a<5tivity  of  the  in)»ab.it-' 
ants.  Wherever  nature  leaves  th?m  J(t  full  liberty, 
they  fgccced  in  giving  her  powers  their  full 
fcope.  St.  Domingo  affords  a  ftriking  inftance 
of  what  may  be  expe^ed  from  a  good  foil,  an4 
^n  advantageous  fuuaiionj  in  the  hands  of  FrenctiT 
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The  Southern  part,    which  fs  occupied  by. 
Francr,  «xtcnds  from  Pitre  Point  to  Gape  Tibu- 
ron.  At  the  period  of  their  cooqu^s  in  theNewf   fe^'^'n" 
Worldj  theSpaniards  had  built  upon  (his  coaft  *  * 
two  large  villages^   which  they  ferfook  iii  'lefj  ^ 
profperous  times.    The  vacated  places,  were  not 
immediately  occupied  by  the  trsnch,  who  muff  ' 
bc:apprchenfive  of  the  vicinity  of  St.,.£)DmingOi 
where  the.  chief  force  of  chat  power,  upon  whofe 
ruin  they  were  riiing,  was  concentrated.     Their 
priyateers>  who  commonly  alTembled  .at  the  little 
((land  called  Vachc  Ifland,  to  cruize  upon  ihi 
Cadillaoa,  .and  divide  their  fpoils,   encouraged 
fome;pIanters  to  begin  a  fmall  fettlement  upon 
the  continent  in  1673.    Ic  was'foon  deftroyed, 
ijor  was  it  refumed  'till  a  conflderable  time  af- 
ter. The  company  appointed  to  fettle  and  extend 
■this' colony  did  not  fulfil  their  obligations,    It'& 
progrefs  was  owen  to  tl\c  Englilh  of  Jamaica, 
and  to.  the  Dutch  of  Curafibu,  who  having  re-  ■ 
iblved  to  carry  flavea  10  this  place,  bought  up  the 
-    produce  of  a  land,  which  they  chemfelvcs  alone 
contributed  to  improve.    It  was  not  'till  1 740, 
■chat  the  merchants  of  the  mother-country  began 
to  attend  to  this  fctUemenc    From  this  period 
•they  frequent  this  part  of  the  colony  a  little,  not- 
.withftanding  the  winds,  which  often  render  the 
failing  out  of  this  road  tedious  and  difficult. 
■     The  part  which  is  to  the  Eaft  of  all  the  reft  is  , 
called  Jaqucmel.     It  conflfts  of  three  parilhcs, 
which  occupy  thirty- fix  leagues  of  the  coaft,  and 
rwn  into  a  moderate  and  vcrj'  unequal  degree  of 
depth.    This  vaft  fpace  is  filled  up  with  fixty 
plantations 
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*  xiiT  *  F^tnfations  of  coffee^  fixcy-two  of  indigo^  and 
v-^'-y*  fixty  of  cotton.  Moft  of  their  planters  art 
poor,  and  can  never  grow  very  rich.  A  foilj 
which  is  in  general  full  of  hillsi  ftony,  and 
expofed  to  droughts,  prevents  them  from  afpir- 
ing  to  wealth.  This  can  only  be  done  by  ihofe 
who  divide  th*  plain  of  Jaquemel.  There  are 
twenty  very  fpacious  habitations,  of  which  ten 
only  are  watered,  though  they  be  all  fufceptibk 
<^  this  advantage.  It  is  there,  that  in  an  exhaufted 
foil,  indigo,  which  would  require  a  virgin  foil,  it 
cultivated.  When  hands,  and  other  means  for 
cairying  on  an  extcnfive  culture,  (ball  no  longer 
be  wanting,  fugar  will  be  fubftituted  to  iti 
which  fuccecds  as  well  as  can  be  defired,  in  the 
only  plantation  where  the  colonifts  have  begun 
to  cultivate  it. 

Aqj;ih  hath  an  extent  of  fifteen  leagues  along 
the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  of  three,  four,  and 
fnnetimes  fix  leagues  in  the  inland  parts.  This 
jettlement  reckons  forty  plantations  of  indigoj 
twenty  of  coffee,  and  nine  of  cotton.  It's  moun- 
tuns,  lefs  elevated  than  thoje  which  are  con^ 
tiguous  to  them,  on  that  account  enjoy  only  the 
benefit  of  a  few  fprlngs,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of 
r»n,  and  promife  nothing  but  great  abundance 
of  cotton,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  one  day  re* 
quired  of  them.  With  regard  to  it's  plains,  they 
were  formerly  in  a  flourifhing  ftate;  but  the 
droughts,  which  have  gradually  Jncreafed  in  pro* 
portion  as, the.  cQuntry  hath  been  cleared,  have 
jdJnunilhed  more  and  more  the  quality  of  the.in- 
^g9,  which  coultUutod  all  the  riches  of  the  coUny. 
■i-'  -  This 
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This  plant,  which  leaves  the  ground  almoft  habi-  '  ^  9  " 
tually.expofed  to  the  heal  of  a  burning  fun,  fhould  ^i  'yi'  * 
be  replaced  by  fugar,  which  would  keep  the  «arth 
covered  for  eighteen  months  together,  and  will 
prcferve  in  it  for  a  long  time  the  fmalleft  degree 
of  moifturc.  Four  of  the  moft  wealthy  inhabit- 
ants have  already  made  this  change  in  their 
plantations.  The  nature  of  the  foil  will  allovr 
twenty-five  colonifts  to  follow  their  example* 
and  they  will  no  doubt  refolve  upon  it,  when  thejf 
llialt  have  acquired  the  means  fufficient  for  th^; 
purpofc,  and  when  the  waters  of  the  river  Ser- 
pente  (hall  have  been  prudently  diftributed.  I(j 
the  prefent  ftatc  of  things,  all  the  productions  of 
that  diftriA  are  coUedcd  in  one  town  only,  which 
is  far  advanced  in  the  inland  parts.  The  impoffi- 
bility  of  conveying  them  to  the  coaft  in  the  rainy 
feafons,  and  the  unavoidable  expences  of  the 
carriage,  even  in  the  moft  favourable  times,  had 
fuggcfted  the  idea  of  forming  this  (laple  upon  the 
borders  of  a  deep  bay,  where  the  commodities 
are  (hipped :  but  this  lituation  doth  not  afford 
one  acre  of  ground  fit  for  cultivation  j  there  is  no 
fweet  water  to  be  found  in  it,  and  the  ftagnating 
waters  of  the  fca  corrupt  the  air.  Thefe  reafons 
have  caufed  this  projedt  to  be  laid  afide,  for  it's 
inconveniences  would  be  greater  than  the  advan^ 
tages  derived  from  it. 

St.  Lxwis  is  a  kind  of  town,  which,,  thoug^i 
built  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  hath  np 
more  than  fifty  ttoufcs.  The  forming  of  thi# 
fettiement  was  determined  upon,  on  acco'unt  of 
aa  exceeding  good  harbour,  even  for  fhips  of  thie 
line. 
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■  09  K  IJtjc.  Confiderable  fortifications  were  ereflcd 
c.*>v— i-i  upon  a  finill  ifland,  fuuatcd  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  which  were  deftroycd  by  the  Englifli 
in  17+8,  and  have  never  fince  been  rcflored.  The 
territory  of  this  dirtricl  extends  five  or  fix  leagues 
along  the  coa(l.  It'&  n^ou'ntains^  covered  with 
acacia  wood,  are  moftcf  ihem  fufceptible  of  cul* 
ture.  It's  plain,  which  is  uneven,  hath  fomc  fer- 
tile fpots  upon  it,and  it's  numerous  moraflcs  might 
be  dried  up;  "there  are  no_  more  tHan  twen[)> 
plantations  of  cofFefj  fifteen  bf  indigo;  fixof  cot- 
ton, and  two  of.fugar  here.  This  laft  produftion 
would  foccced  in  ten  or  twelve  plantations,  efpt- 
cially  if  they  were  watered  by  the  river  St.  Lewis, 
which,  it  is  thought,  they  might  eafily  be. 

Cavaillon  doch  not  occopy  more  than  thrct 
leagues  upon  the  borders  of  the  dcean.  This  is  a 
long  neck  of  land,  which  extends  eight  or,  nine 
leagues  up  the  country.  It  is  divided  by  a  targe 
river,  Which,  in  limes  of  heavy  rains,  unfortu- 
nately overflows  to  a  cdnfidcrable  diftance,  and 
bccafions  great  ravages.  At  the  diftance  cff 
two  leagues  from  it's  rhouth  is  a  fniall  to*n, 
wheffc  the  veffels  arriv*,  and  frSdrfc  thej'  take  in 
the  produflionsi  which  arc  fiirrtilhed  by  iWcnty 
plantations  of  coffee,  ten  of  indigo,  fix  of  cotton, 
■nd  feventeen  of  fugaf.  The  number  of  the  laft 
might  be  doubled  with  facility,  in  a  plain  *hich 
hath  five  or  fix  thoufand  fquaresf  in  extent]  buC 
the  three  moft  flourifiiing  of  thofc  which  exift^ 
have  fcarce  yielded  half  of  what  they  might  pro- 
duce, and  the  others  only  yield  a  trifling  prtf- 
duce>  and  of  a  bad  quality.  The  mountairi», 
though 
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though  c»wrc(i  with  an  excoJient  foil^  do  not  ?  o  ^  k 
compet>&Ee  for  this  dcBcieac^.  Tbe  diltrifts  ■_.  ,,'.j 
granted  by  government  will  remain  uncuhtvated, 
'till  roads  ihall  have  been  mifde  for-  the  convey- 
jWiCe  of  the  produftions.  This  undertaking, 
which  is  ^eyond  the  means  o(  the  inhabitants, 
oi^ht  to  be  executed  by  tbe  troops.  IdteDefs, 
and  in^^ioius  nuralTes,  have  hitherto  deprived 
Xht  Toldiers  of  their  induftry,  and  have  made 
them  pefifh  upon  the  banks  of  thc.fea.  The 
frelhnefs  of  elevated  places,  the  whotefome  air 
whif:h  iK  bpctthed  there,  a  moderate  Ihare  of 
iftl^UFf  ^n'4  the  eafy  cireumftances  whioh  it 
would  be  proper  they  Ihould  enjoy  ;  in  a  word,  all 
thefe  concurring  caufes, 'would  ihey  not  maintain 
them  in  their  nature  ftrength  ?  would  they  noc 
iafure  their  prefervatioo  ? 

The  plain  at  the  bottom  of  Vache  Ifland  con- 
tains twenty-Hve  thoufand  fquares,  of  a  foil 
whi^h  is  excellent  every  where,  except  in  fome 
parts  that  have  been  covered  with  gravel  by  the 
torrents,  and  a  few  morafles,  which  might  be  ea- 
fily  dried  up.  Thfere  have  been  fucceffively 
formed  here,  eighty-three  fugar  plantations,  and 
there  might  ftill  be  fifty  more  eftablilhed.  Thofe 
which  exift  have  fcatc«  more  than  one  third  of 
their  territory  cultivated,  and  yet  they  yield  an 
immenfc  quantity  of  raw  fugar.  From  this  wc 
may  judge  how  much  the  whole  _of  the  grounds 
would  furnilb»  if  they  were  properly  cultivated. 
One  might  deucnd  upon  a  produce  fo  much  the 
more  regular,  as  the  rains  do  not  fail  fo  often 
jn  this  diflrlft  as  in  the  others,  and  as  there  are 
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*  xin  ^    tliKfl  rivers  running  ihroogh    it,    which    offct 
W.-V-— '    themfeives,  as  ic  were,  for  the  watering  of  all  the 
plantations. 

The  fugar  and  the  indigo  which  grow  ia  the 
plain,  the  cofTee  and  the  cotton,  which  defcend 
from  the  mountains,  are'  all  carried  to  the  town 
of  Caycs,  formed  by  near  four  hundred  houfes, 
■which  .are  all  built  in  a  marfhy  territory,  and  are 
moft  (^  them  furroilnded  with  ftagnant  waters. 
The  air  which  is  breathed  in  that  place  is  equally 
deficient  in  elafticity  as  in  falubrtiy. 

This  ftaplc  fecms  to  have  been  placed,  as  ic 
were,  fortuitoufly,  in  the  bottom  of  a  ftiallow 
bay,  which  grows  more  and  more  fo,  and  has 
■  but  three  channels.  The  anchorage  is  fo  confined, 
and  fo  dangerous  durirtg  the  equinox,  that  Ihips 
which  happen  to  be  there  at  that  feafon,  arc  fre- 
quently loft.  The  great  quantity  of  mud  brought 
thither  by  the  waters  of  a  torrent  on  the  fouth 
fide,  has  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in 
twenty  years  time  there  will  be  no  entrance.  The 
canal,  formed  by  the  vicinity  of  Vache  Ifland,  h 
of  no  ufe,  and  only  obftructs  the  navigation. 
The  creeks  in  this  place  arc  the  refort  of  the 
privateers  of  Jamaica.  As  they  cruize  there  with- 
out fails,  and  can  obferve  without  being  feen, 
they  always  have  the  advantage  of  the  wind  over 
fuch  veflels  as  are  hindered  by  the  violence  and 
conftant  ftruggle  of  the  wind's,  from  paffing  above 
the  ifland.  If  it  were  polTible  that  any  men  of 
war  could  put  into  this  bad  harbour,  the  im* 
poffibility  of  furmounting  this  obitacle  and  that 
of  the  currents,  in  order  to  get  to  windward  of 
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khc  ifland,  woulcl  oblige  them  to  follow  the  ^  ^j,^  ^ 
trackof  merchant  ftiips.  Doublingi  thertforc,  one  <^  ■  y".** 
after  another,  the  point  of  Labacouj  on  account 
of  the  ftioals>  thef?  fllips  would  get  between  the 
land  and  the  enemy's  fire,  with  the  difadvantageof 
the  wind,  and  would  infallibly  be  deftroycd  by  an 
inferior  fqu^dron. 

Thb  town  of  Caycs  is  not  better  than  it's  har- 
bour. It  contains  280  houfes,  all  funk  into 
fwampy  ground,  and  moft  of  them  furroundeti 
■with  ftagnant  water.  The  air  of  this  fpot  is  foul 
dnd  unwholefome  j  and  on  this  account,  as  well  as 
the  badncfs  of  the  harbour,  it  has  ofcen  been 
wiflied  by  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  trade 
with  the  mother-country  could  be  transferred  to 
St.  Lewis.  But  the  efforts  that  have  been  rrtade 
to  effeft  this,  have  hitherto  been  unfuccefsful  j 
and  will  for  ever  be  foi  becaufe  it  is  reafonable  Co 
fuppofe>  that  exchanges  will  always  be  cftablifhcd 
on  that  fpot  where  the  prodi^ftions  are  moft  pleri- 
tiful,  and  where  the  confumption  is  greateft*  To 
pretend  to  thwart  this  order  of  things  prefcribed 
by  naturCi  would  be  to  retard  to  no  purpofe  the 
progrefs.  of  a  good  fcttlement.  Even  the  caprices 
of  indaftry  Ihould  be  indulged  by  government. 
The  kaft  uncafinefs  in  the  trader  creates  diftruft. 
Political  and  military  reafoninga  will  never  prevail 
againft  thofc  of  tntereft.  Trade  only  flourifhes 
in  a  foil,  of  it's  own  chuHng.  It  is  alarmed  at 
fevery  kind  of  reftraint. 

All  thatjhe  French  mihiftry  could  reafoiiabl/ 

propofe,  would  be  to  withdraw  the  tribunals  from 

6ti  LewJsi  which  neither  is,  nor  ever  will  be  of 
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*''*  o  k  any  confequence,  ih  ofder  tb  tfinsfer  them  to 
sm^,^^  Cayes,  where  the  population  and  the  prodac- 
'  tions,  which  are  already  confiderablej  rtiuft  in- 
creafe  greatly  J  to  dig  a  bed  for  a  tbrrcntj  the 
violent  overflowings  of  whitfe  fretjUthtly  otcafibh 
inexprcffiblc  ravages;  and  to  forcifyj  -and  render 
the  town_  more  wholefome.  Bodi  rtiighi  be'  ef- 
fefled,  by  drgging  a  diich  all  round  riie  town, 
and  thc'ritbbith  would  ferve  to  fill  op  die  marfl*fts 
within.  The  ^o«nd  being  raifed  hi^er  by  this 
contrivanccj  *oliId  confdquentiy  grow  drie*-?  thfc 
:witer,  which  would  be  brought  donfrn  by  a  giittfe 
defcent  from  tfte  rivei"  ilnto  this  de^  ditdi, 
would,  by  the  afltftance  of  fome  fortifications, 
fecure  the  town  from  the  attack's  of  the  pri- 
vateers i  &nd  would  even  aflbrd  a  temporary  dc- 
fbrtct,  add  allow  time  to  capitulate  with  a  Imall 
fquadron. 

Grbatsr  improvements  might  and  ought  i<o 
be  made.  Why  not  allow  a  faftitious  harbour  ft> 
an  importaiit  mart,  which  will  iboti  be  ftopiped  3 
The  merchant  fliips  that  feek  flidterin  what  is 
called  the  Flcmiih  Bayi  two  leagues  to  wifidwarti 
of  Cayes,  feem  to  point  oot  this  fpot  as  the  har- 
bour that  this  town  ftands  in  need  ofc  it  wotild 
contain  a  confiderable  number  of  men  of  war, 
fafe  from  all  winds ;  v/ould  afford  thfeAi  feverBl 
careening  places  J  would  adnriit  of  th«r  doubling 
the  Vache  Idaod  to  windward,  and  Mkb'le  them 
to  carry  on  with  the  towji,  riong-fide  theCoaft, 
an  intercourfe,  which,  being  prowled  by  bat- , 
teries  properly  difpofed,  wouW  keep  t"he  pri- 
vaGcers  ia  awo.    The  only  inconvenience  is,  thbt 
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the  fhijj-worm  i^  more  spt  to  injure  the  vcOel  in   ^  "  o  ^ 
this  place  than  in  other  parts,  on  account  of  the  •  „.^  _t 
nature  of  the  bottom,  and  the  calnKiefs  of  the 
fca. 

Abacou  is  a  penitifula,  Wfhjch  was  formerly  in 
1^  flourifliing  ft^ie,  on  account  of  the  abjindance 
and  th?  quality  pf  it's  indigo.  3ut  fince  this- 
voracious  plant  hath  deftroyed  every  principle  of 
vegetation  upon  the  numerous  little  hillocks  of.  ■ 
that  place,  it  is  no  inhere  cultivated  with  any  Ibc- 
ccfs  but  upon  the  borders  of  the  fea,  which  are- 
enriched  with  the  fpoils  of  the  upper  grounds. 
This  decreafe  hath  determined  a  certain  number, 
of  colonifts  to  transfer  their  induflry  to  other 
parts.  Thofe  who,  cither  from  habit  pr  reafon» 
have  perfevered  in  remaining  on  their  plantations* 
Ifaye  enlarged  tijem  as  much  as  they  h^ve  found 
it  convenient.  They  ftill  maintain  themfelves 
by  fuffering  part  of  their  grounds  to  lie  fallow, 
while  the  other  part  is  cultivated.  But  this  rc- 
fource  is,  not  equal  to  what  it  would  bg  in  Eur 
rope.  This  is  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants- 
themfelves,  who  direft  their  induftry  towards  the 
culture  of  fugar,  as  much  as  their  fortune  and 
their  credit  will  allow  them. 

It  is  upon  the  cultivated  and  exhauftcd  heights 
of  this  quarter,  tha,t  il  WQuld  be  proper  to  brfcd 
cattle.  Goyerntncnt  were  in  an  error,  wJiF/i  they 
ceded  the  mountains,  upon  condition  (htit  they 
ftiould  be  covered  with  horned  cattle,  fiegdcs 
that  a  virgin  foil  could  not  be  reafppatily  etn^ 
ployed  in  p^fiure  grg^nd,  as  ic  might  be  repdcred 
ir^e  produdtive  to  the  ftatej  it  was  impoflible  to 
L  3  cxpeft 
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cxpcfl:  that  entcrprizing  men  would  make  thenit 
ffilves  (hepherds,  when  they  could  derive  greater 
advantages  from  their  grounds,  in  whatever  cul- 
ture (hey  might  employ  chem.  It  niay  even  be 
affirmed,  that  the  cattle  will  always  be  in6nitely 
fcarcc  at  San  Domingo,  even  in  thefe  places 
which  cannot  be  employed  for  any  other  purpoTe, 
as  long  as  the  monopoly  of  flaughter-houfes  flialt 
fubfift  in  the  colony. 

CoTEAux  occupies  about  ten  leagues  of  the 
ftore,  and  is  from  two  to  five  leagues  in  depth, 
Sm^ll  creeks  are  every  where  found,  where  it  is 
eafy  to  land  j  but  none  of  them  offer  a  fecure 
Jhelter  in  rough  weather.     This  quarter  pontains 
twenty-four  plantations  of  coffee,  three  of  cotton, 
and  (ixiy-fix  of  indigo.  This  lafl:  produflion  hath 
lefs  decreafed  in  quantity,  and  lefs  degenerated 
in  quality,  at  this  place,  than  any  where  elle ; 
advantages  which  muft  be  attributed  to  the  na- 
ture and  to  the  difpoficion  of  the  territory.     The 
time,  however,  doth  not  fecm  far  diftant,  when 
the  borders  of  the  fea  will  difplay  fourteen  or 
fifteen  fogar  plantations,  formed  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  anticnt  cultures.  Habit,  and  the  facility  of 
obtaining  flaves  by  contraband  conneftions,  will 
facilitate  this  revolution. 

TiBURON,  which  hath  ten  leagues  of  extent 
upon  the  borders  of  the  fea,  and  two,  three,  or 
four  in  the  inland  parts,  terminates  this  coaft, 
The  road-  of  this  cape  doth'  not  offer  a  fufficient 
ihcktfr  ag'ainft  ftorms  j  but  well-difpofed  batteries 
may  render  it  a  place  «f  retreat  for  thcFrench 
=      '  .      Tcflils, 
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yeflels,  which  arc,  purfqed  in  time  of  war  in  ihefo  '  °  |^  ^ 
latitudes.     This  fettlement  hath  four  habitations  w— v-—^ 
for  cottQn,  thirty  for  indigo,  and  thirly-feven  for         [ 
coffee.     Four  fugar  plantations  have  b.een  efta- 
blilhed  there  fince  the  pcj^e,  and  their  number 
may  be  increafed  to  fixteen. 

All  the'fettlemerts  which  we  havejuft  taken  a  "'??'''! 
revicwof,  Ispguifhin  a  ftateof  greaterorlefsmi-  .:ui>g«i  ot 
fery.     AcQOrdingly,  the  fales  and  the  purchafes  pirtTr  "b» 
are  not  ntja^  there  with  metals  as  in  the  northern  '^^^l  (,. 
or  eaftpra-part  of.  the  colony.     On  the.routhern>  >n'p'o«<'' 
the  merchandize  of  Europe  is  exchanged  for  the 
productions  of  America.     This  favage   practice 
OCCaConp  eternal  difcuffiohs,  .innumerable  frauds, 
and  ruinous  delaiys,    which.-kecp.  off  the  navi- 
gators, thofe  efpeciaily  who  carry  on  the  flave 
trade. 

It  is  a.fafl;,  which  is  but  too  well  provtsdi' that 
the  annual  lofs  of  Negroes  arpounrs  nacuniHyto 
one  twentieth  part  of  them,  and  that  accidoits 
carry  off  a  fifteenth '  part.  From  this  circum- 
ftance.,it  follows,  that  the  country  we  are  fpeak- 
ing  of,  and  in  which  upwards'of  forty  thpufand 
flaves -are  collefted,  muft  have  feen-fivc  And 
twenty  thouf^^nd  of  them  die  in  ten  years  time. 
Eight  fhoufand  !one  ■  hui^dred  and  thirty-four 
Africans,  who  have  bee,n .  introduced  by  French 
privateer? from  1763  to, 1773,  have  not  certainly 
been  able  to  BH  up  this  great  void.  What  would 
then  hSve.been  the  fate  of  thofe  feitlemeots  .if 
the  fmuggling  trade  had  not  fupplicd  the  defir 
ciency?  But  this  is  not  the,  whole. 

J-  4  Th» 
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The  fouchern  {>a[t  of  &t.  Domingo  hack  t  great 

'  difadrantagB.  The  mountains  that  cumfnand  it, 
deprive  it,  as  well  as  the  weftern  coaft,  during 
the  fpaceof  abouc  fix  months  of  the  mns- of  ih^ 
north  and  the  norik-igad,  which  fer^ilife  ih« 
norihern  parts  of  the  country.  It  will  then  re- 
main untilied  or  be  ill  cultivated,  till  the  vaters 
of  the  rivers  ftiall  have  fupfJied  the  place  of  th<^' 

■  from  the  fky.  Thii  operation,  which  would  in- 
creafe  the  produi^ions  bf  two-thirds,  -raquires  a 
vaft  capital  and  a  great  n  umber  of  ftiveft.  Tfic 
trade  of  France,  whether  from  inabititf-or  miD- 
irufl:  doth  not  fumilh  them. 

W"HAT  meafures  ought  government  t«  purfiiie-? 
They  ftiould  lay  open  that  part  of  the  Coloh'y  Jfor 
the  fptiae  'Of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  freelyto&tl-'fo^ 
reigners.  The  Englifli  would  carry  Negroes  t* 
it,  and  the  Dutch  would  advance,  tpibney  at'  an 
Jotereft»  which  might  very  well  be  fuAiiiud  br 
the  cultures  of  the  New  World.  The  Ciecefe  txf 
-this  Jljep  would  be  infallible,  iflnrswete  tnacic 
which  ftiould  giTC  a  proper  degree  of  ivalidj»jr:«» 
the  credit  of  the  two  nations. 

<  The  weftern  part  of  -the  colony  differs 
greatly  from  the  fouthern.    The  firft-fettlcmcnt, 

'  of  any  confequence,  which  is  found  there,  i« 
that  of  Jeremiah,  orthcGreat^ay.  'Ir  occupies 
twenty  leagues  of  coaft,  from  Cape  Tiburon  to 
'Petit-crou,  and  extends  from  four  to  fix  leagues 
in  die  inland  parts.  As  this  diftrift  is  ftill  an  >n>- 
fant  fe'cttement,  the  borders  of  ehe  fea  otily  are 
inhabited,  and  thefe  even  very  little.  -All  the 
produ£lions,  however,  which  enrich  the  reft  of 
s  the 
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l1»e  idand  we  cu'itivaced  here.  There  is  aUb  one  *  ^^  "^ 
prodtiSion  which  is  -peculiar  to  it,  and  this  is  <_  -i,-^j 
■cacao,  which  coaW  not  fticceed  iii  more  open 
places  i  and  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight 
•ape  anmially  gathered.  The  ftaple  is  a  fmall  town 
agreeabl'y^  built  and  fituated  upon  an  enuneoc^ 
.where  tiie  air  is  exceedingly  wholefomc.  It  tnufl: 
in  time  become  a  confiderabic  roart.  Uhfortit- 
nately  it  hach  igot  a  bad  harbour  i  whenevef  the 
.porth  -winds  blow  with  any  degree  of  violence,  tt^e 
-Jhips  are  obliged  ^either  to  take  refuge  at  Capp 
■Vame  Marie,  where  no  meafures  have  been  taken 
.tp^proteit-therti,  or  to  feek  for  the  ifland  of  Cay- 
uiites,  which  ia  expofcd  to  the  inroads  of  ike 
jii  rates. 

.ITfrE  little  Guave  was  foranerly  to  .great  itpur- 
itation,  which  vtlt  owen  to  it's  harbour*  where 
^ps^of  all  iizeS 'found  an  excellent  anchorage, 
xonveniencics  for -ijefitting,  and  a  ftelter  from  all 
.winds.  -It  was  .an  -afyiutn  the  moft  convenient 
■&ir  sdvcntureis,  -whafe  only  deGgn  was-toappn»- 
.|mte  to  theinliilves  the  fpoilsof  theSpanilhiia- 
(vigators.  This  place  hath  loft  much  of  it's  celer- 
JMnty  flnce  cultures- have-fucceedcd  to  piracy  j  it 
xtwu  the  fmall  degree  of  .confideration  it  fiill  re- 
ctaio&tO'ther^nefs'of  it's  terrttofial  produ<£tioas«  - 
which. are  limiced. to  iifisecn  plantationa of  fugar, 
itwentyof  coffee,  ind  twelwe  of  iodigo  or  cot- 
->tDQ  i  and  ilill  ttiore  to  the  produce  of  twenty-four 
flaafations  of  fi^ar,  fifty  of  indigo,  fixty-fevep 
of  coffee,  and  thirty-four  of  cotton,  which  -arc 
^poured  into  it's  ftaple  from  the  parilhesof  Petji- 
T^soot  Laaco-a^VcAUX,  5;.  Michel,  iiod,the  Gre^t 
Guav.e. 
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"  viif  '^  Guave.  It  is  unUeakhy,  and  will  always  be  fo^ 
i— V— '  till  a  flope  hath  been  made  for  the  river  Abaret, 
the  ftagnant  waters  of  which  form  infe£lious  mo- 
ralTes. 

The  dependencies  of  Leogane  have  fonnc  de- 
gree of  extent,  twenty  habitations  are  reckoned 
.among  them  dcftined  for  indigo,  forty  for  coffee, 
ten  for  cotton,  and  fifty-two  for  fugar.  Before 
the  earthquake  of  1770,  which  deftroyed  every 
thing;  the  town  had -fifteen  regular  built  ftrcets, 
and  four  hundred  houfes  of  ftonij,  which  are  at 
prefent  only  built  of-wood.  -It's  poHtion,  which 
is  upon  a  narrow,  fertile,  and  Well  Watered  plain, 
would  be  excellent,  if  a  navigable  canal  were 
made  to  open  an  eafy  communication  with  it's 
harbour,-  which  is  no  more  than  a  mile  diftant. 

If  it  were  advifeable  to  have  a,  fortified  town 
,on  the  weftern  coaft,  undoubtedly  Leogane  would 
Iclaim  the  preference.  It  ftands  upon  plain 
.graund,  is  not  commanded  by  any  eminence, 
nor  can  it  be  annoyed  by  any  fliips.  But  to  ici- 
■curc  it  from  being  furprifed,  it  ihould  at  Icaft 
-have  been  furrounded  with  a  deep  ditch,  whjch 
.might  eafily  be  filled  with  water  without  the 
•Icaft  expencc.  This  might  have  been  eficAcd 
at  a  much  more  reafonable  rate  than  the  woHc3 
.which  have  been  begun  at  Port-^au- Prince.  ' 

The  weftern  part  of  the  ifland  was  the  fiirft 
that  was  cultivated  by  the  French,  that  being  at 
the  greateft  diftance  from  the  Spanifh  forces, 
which  they  had  then  reafon  to  fear.  This  being 
in  the  center  of  the  coafts  that  belonged  to  them, 
fhe  feat  of  government  ^was  fixed  ther-e.^   It  was 
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jfirfl:  fettled  at  the  little  Giiave,  hath  been  lince  ^ 
transferred  to  Lcpgane,  and  hath  at  laft  been  v 
fixed  at  Port-au-Prince  in  1756. 

The  territory  of  this  diftri'cl  contains  forty 
plantations  of  fugar,  fifty  of  coffee,  and  fifteen  ■ 
of  cotton.  This  produce  is  increafed  by  ^feveral 
jftill  more  confiderable^  which  arife  from  the  rich 
plains  of  the  Cul-de-Sac,  of  the  Arcah3ye,,ftnd 
of  the  mountains  of  Mirbalais.  In  this  point  of 
view,  Port-au-Prince  is  an  important  ftapic,.  to 
which  a  proteftion  ought  to  be  granted  fufficient 
to  prevent  any  furprife,  and  to  fccure  the. retreat 
of  the  citizens.  But  let  us  confider  whether  jt  was 
proper  to  concentrate  in  this  fpot  the  civil  and 
military  authority,  the  tribunals,  the  troops,  rhe 
ammunition,  the  provifions,  and  the  arfcnalsj 
every  thing,  in  a  word,  which  contributes  to  the 
Jupport  of  a  great  colony.  .  .  •       ' 

The  place  that  was  made  choice  of  for  the  in-j 
tended  capital,  is  an  opening  about  1400  toifes 
long  in  a  direft  line,  and  commanded  on  both 
fides.  Two  harbours,  formed  by  fome  iflets, 
have  afforded  a  pretence  for  this  injudicious 
choice.  The  harbpur  iatended  for  trading  vcffels 
being  now  almoft  filled  up,  can  no  longer  admit 
men  of  war  with  fafety;  and  the  great  harbour  de- 
figned  for  thefe,  being  as  unwholefome  as  the 
other,  from  the  exhalations  of  the  fmall  iHands, 
ijeither  is  nor  can  be  defended  by  any  thing  againft 
a  fiiperior  enemy. 

A  SMALL  fquadron  might  even  block   up   s 
ftronger  one  in  fo  unfavourable  a  pofition.     Go- 
nave,  which  divides  the  bay  in  two,  would  leave 
a  free 
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"  o  o  K  a  frpe  antj  f^fe  paflagc  for  the  fmaller  fquadrooj 
^mm^  ■  ■*  the  fea  winds  wopld  prevent  the  other  fqu^idrpn 
from  getting  up  to  it;  the  land  winds,  by  facili- 
tating the  exit  of  the  enemy's  fhips  from  the  har- 
bour, would  leave  them  the  choice  of  retreating 
through  either  of  the  outlets  of  St.  Mark  apd 
Leogane  j  and  all  other  cSrcumftances  being 
-  .  equal,  they  would  alwap  have  the  advantage 
of  keeping  Gonave  between  them  and  the  French 
fquadrOn. 

But  what  woulij  be  the  confequence  if  the 
French  fquadronftiould  prove  the  weakeft?  Dif- 
atded  and  purfut^d,  it  could  never  gain  a  Ihelter 
that  runs  fo  deep  into  land  as  Port-au-Prince^ 
before  the  conqueror  had  taken  advantage  of  it's 
■defeat.  If  the  difabled  (hips  ihould  rea.ch  thp 
place,  nothing  could  hinder  the  enemy  from 
purfuing  them  almod  in  a  line,  and  even  frooi 
entering  the  king'$  harbour,  where  they  would 
take  refuge. 

The  betl  of  alt  ftations  for  a  cruize  Js  chat 
where  one  may  chufe  whether  one  will  accept  or 
decline  the  fight,  where  there  is  but  a  fmall  fpace 
to  guard,  where  the  whole  may  be  viewed  from 
qnc  central  point,  wherS  a  fafe  anchorage  may 
be  found  at  every  tack,  where  one  may  be  con- 
cealed without  going  far,  procure  wood  and  water 
at  pleafure,  and  fail  in  open  feas,  in  which  there- 
is  nothing  to  fear  but  from  fqualls.  Thefc  are 
the  advantages  that  an  enemy's  fquadrpn  will  al- 
ways have  6ver  the  French  Ihips  at  anchor  in 
Port-au-Prince.  A  fingle  frigate  might  fafely 
come  and  bid  them  deflance,  and  be  fufficient  to 
intercept 
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intercept  any  trading  fiiips  that  Iholild  attempt  to  >  ^ J>  K 
go  in  or  out  Without  a  convoy.  '  ■-    ,'    - 

Nevertheless,  a  harbour  fo  unfavourable  as 
this,  hath  determined  the  building  of  the  town.  It 
extends  along  the  fea-Ihore  the  fpaccof  isootoifcs, 
that  is,  neal-ly  along  the  opening  which  the  fea 
has  made  in  the  center  of  the  wcftern  coaft.  In 
this  great  extent,  which  runs  in  tcf  the  depth  of 
550  toifcs,  are,  as  it  were  loft,  558  houfes  or 
dwelling'-places,  difperfed  in  29  ftreets.  The 
,  drainings  of  the  torrents  that  fall  from  the  hills, 
tender  this  place  always  damp,  without  fupplying 
it  With  good  water.  Add  to  ail  this,  the  litde  fe- 
curity  there  is  in  a  place  commanded  ori  the  land 
fide,  and  on  the  fea  fide  eafy  of  accefs  in  alt  parts. 
Even  the  fmall  iflands  which  divide  the  harbours 
MiOuld  be  fo  far  fVom  defending  the  towh  from  an 
invafion,  that  they  would  only  fefve  to  cover  the 
landing. 

Such  is  the  fpbt,  which  on  account  of  private 
ihterefts,  hath  been  unfortunately  chofen  to  build 
the  capital  of  St.  Domingo  upon.  It  hath  been 
entirely  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake  which  hap- 
pened in.  177.0.  This  was  the  time  to  have 
"brought  about' an  alteration,  and  there  was  the 
■fiidrc  reafon  to  expeft  it,  as  there  is  the  greateft  " 
prdbkhiVity  that  the  new  town  is  built  upon  the 
'cavern  of  the  volcano.  But  thefe  hopes  were 
fruftrated,  the  private  hoults  and  the  public  edi- 
fices have  al!  been  rebuilt. 

Sleep  on  then,  thou  fenfelefs  inhabitant  of  St. 

Bomingo,  fince  thou  art  fo  intrepid ;  fleep  on, 

ijpon  the  flight  and  thin  layer  of  earth  which  parts 

*  thee 
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thee  from  the  gulph  of  fire  that  burns  under  thy 
pillow.  Remain  ignorant  of  the  danger  with 
which  thou  art  threatened,  fince  thy  apprehen- 
fions  would  tend  only  to  embitter  every  inftant 
of  thy  life,  without  prefcrving  thee  from  it. — Con- 
fider  not  how  much  thine  exiftence  is  precarious. 
Be  not  informed,  that  it  depends  upon  the  cafual  ' 
fall  of  a  ftrcam,  or  upon  the  infiltration  already 
perhaps  far  advanced,  of  the  fmall  quantity  of 
waters  by  which  thou  art  furrounded  in.  the  fub- 
terratiean  cauldron,  which  thy  habitation  hath 
been  doomed  to  cover.  If  thou  (houldft  emerge 
from  thy  ftupidity  only  for  an  inftant,  what  would 
become  of  thee !  Thou  wouldft  behold  death 
■moving  under  thy  feet.  The  hollow  found  of 
the  torrents  of  fulphur  expanded,  would  continu*- 
ally  affail  thine  ears.  Thou  wouldft  feel  the 
ofciUacion  of  the  layer  of  earth  that  fupporis  thee. 
Thou  wouldft  hear  it  open  with  tumultuous  rioile; 
Thou  wouldft  fly  from  thy  houfe  and  run  diftraft- 
edly  about  the  ftrcets.  Thou  wouldft  think  that 
the  walls  of  thy  dwelling,  and  that  all  the  edifices 
were  {baking,  and  that  thou  wert  going  to  de- 
fcend  in  the  midfl:  of  their  ruins  into  the  gulph 
which  is  prepared,  if  not .  for  thee,  at  leaft  for 
thy  'unfortunate  pofterity..  The  conipletion  of 
the  difafter  that  awaits  them  will  be  Ihorrer  tlian 
my  account  of  it.  But  if  there  cxift  a  juftlce  to 
avenge  great  crimes  j  if  there  be  an  infernal  re- 
gion, it  is  there,'  rixuft,  that  the  villains,  whoj 
blinded  by  views  of  felf-intereft,  have  impofed 
upon  the  throne,  and  whofe  fatal  councils  have 
raifed  this  monument  of  ignorance  and  ftupidity 
4  upon 
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upon  which  thou  dwelleft,  and  which  hath  per-    *  0,  °  ^ 
haps  but  an  inftan:  of  duration;  it  is  there  that    ^— -y— * 
they  will  go,  and  groan  perpetually  in  unexiin- 
guifhable  flames. 

St.  Marc,  which  hath  only  two  hundred 
houfes,  but  pleafantly  built,  is  fituated  at  the 
bottom  of  a  bay,  which  is  crowned  with  a  cref- 
cent  of  little  hills  filled  with  frccftone.  Two 
rivulets  run  through  the  town,  and  it's  air  is  pure. 
There  are  to  be  found  upon  it's  territory  no  more 
than  ten  plantations  of  fugar,  thirty-two  of  in- 
Hicro,  one  hundred  of  coffee,  and  feventy-two  of 
cotton.  It's  harbour,  however,  though  a  bad 
one,  iittrafts  a  great  number  of  navigators,  and 
it  is  indebted  for  this  advantage  to  the  riches  of 
the  Artibonite., 

This  is  an  exceeding  good  plain,  fifteen  leagues 
in  length,  iod  of  unequal  breadth,  from  four  to 
nine  leagues;  it  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the 
river  from  which  it  cakes  it's  name,  and  which 
flows  with  rapidity  along  the  highcft  part  of  the 
plain,  after  having  run  through  Jomeof  the  Spa- 
nilb  poffelTions  and  the  country  of  Mirbalais.  The 
elevation  oPthcfe  waters  hath  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  dividing  them,  the  pofiibilicy  of  doing  which 
hath  been  geometrically  demonftraced.  So  great 
is  the  power  of  enlightened  nations  over  nature 
itfclfj  but  a  projed  founded  on  the  bafis  of  ma- 
thematical knowlege,  requires  the  utmofi:  caution 
in  the  execution. 

In  the  prefent  ftate  of  things^  the  plantations 
formed  upon  the  right  (hore  -are  expofed  to  fre- 
quent droughts,  which  often  difappoint  the  beft 
grounded 
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^  grounded  expedations'.    Thofe  of  the  left  fborCt 
1   which  are  cyiciemly  placed  much  lower,  are  well 
watered,  and  have  rifen  by  this  advantage  to  the 
highcd  perfeSion  in  their  cultures.     The  pro- 
prietors of  the  former  haften  the  fprcading  of  the 
waters,  which  is  guarded  againll  by  the  latter, 
who    are    apprehenfive  of  feeing   their  grounds 
overflowed. 

If,  as  it  is  generally  underftood,  thefe  are  ef- 
fectual methods  to /ender  one  part  fertile,  with-^ 
out  reducing  the  other  part  to  barrcnnefs,  why 
ihoutd  this  operation  be  poltponed,  by  which  an 
increafeof  ten  or  twelve  millions  weight  of  Aigar 
might  be  obtained  ?  This  increafe  would  be  (till 
more  confiiderable,  if  a  method  could  be  devifed 
to  drain  that  part  of  the  coafl;  which  is  overflowe4 
by  the  waters  of  the  Artibonite.  Thus  it  is,  that 
the  civilized  man,  by  changing  the  courfc  of 
livers,  makes  the  earth  rubfervient  to  his  ufe. 
The  fertility  he  imparts  to  the  lands  can  only 
juftify  his  conqueftsj  if  indeed  art  and  labour, 
laws  arid  virtues,  may  be  allowed  in  proccis  of 
time  to  atone  for  the  injufticc  of  invafion. 

The  territory  of  the  Gonavcs  JsAjf,  tolerably 
even,  and  very  dryj  it  hath  two  plantations  of 
fugar,  ten  of  coffee,  fix  of  indigo,  and  thirty  of 
cotton  i  this  laft  produdion  might  be  eafiiy  mul- 
tiplied, upon  a  great  extent  of  fand,  which  at 
prcfent  doth  not  appear  proper  for  any  other  kind 
of  culture.  But  fhould  the  waters  of  the  Artibo- 
nite be  ever  prudently  diftributed,  a  confiderablc 
part  of  this  large  diftrift  would  be  covered  with 
fugar  canes*    Ic  would  then  be  perceived,  that 

the 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES,  161 

the  feat  of  government  ought  to  have  been  placed  °  °,  °  ^ 
in  it's  porti  which  is  excellent,  and  might  be  u— v-^ 
cafily  fortified.  Another  advantage  which  miift 
neceffarily  add  to  the  value  of  this  country,  is,. 
that  mineral  waters  are  to  be  found  there.  They 
were  neglected  for  a  long  while,  in  a  colony 
which  is  always,  full  of  fick  perfons  or  convalef- 
cents  i  but  at  length  in  1772,  baths  and  foun- 
tains, commodious  habitations,  and  an  hofpital 
for  foldiers  and  failors  were  built  there. 

The  colonies  prefcnt  us  with  forme  Contradictory  Refl'aioM 
phsnomena  which  it  is  impoflible  to  deny,  and  I'e  coptem 
which  it  is  difficult  to  conciliate.  .  molhcr- 

There  can  fcarce  be  a  doubt,  but  that  we  hold  th^''^oni"i  ' 
the  produftions  of  the  colonies  in  high  eflimation.  ^"  ^Hbtrj 
Why  therefo're  do  we  concern  ourfelves  i'o  little 
about  the  profpericy  and  the  prefcrvation  of  the 
coloniftsf  If  the  violence  of  a  hurricane  fliall 
have  buried  thoufands  of  unfortunate  people  un- 
der the  ruins  of  tlieir  dwellings,  and  fliall  have 
laid  wafte  their  poffcflions }  this  is  an  event  which 
takes  up  our  attention  lefs  than  a  duel  fought,  or, 
an  aflaffination  committed  at  home.  Should  a 
vail:  country  of  the  dillant  continent  continue  to 
l?c  ravaged  by  fome  epidemical  difeafe,  we  taljc 
of  the  matter  at  home  with  more  coolnefs,  than 
of  the  uncertain  return  of  the  fmall-pox  after  in- 
oculation.- If ihchorrorsof  famineftiouid  reduce 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo,  or  of  Martin ico, 
to  feek  for  their  food  in  the  country,  or  to  devour 
one  another,  we  are  lefs  concerned  at  fuch  a  ca- 
taftrophe  than  at  the  calamity  of  a  hail  llorm,  that 
fliould  have  deftroyed  the  harvcft  in  fome  one  of 
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'^  our  villages.    Ic  ii  natural  enough  to  think,  thac 

.;  this  indifference  is  che  effe&  of  diftance,  and  thac 
the  colonifts  are  not  more  aSeftcd  with  our  mis* 
fortunes  than  we  are  with  their's. 

But  it  wilt  be  faid,  that  our  towns  are  conti- 
guotra  to  Our  country  places>  and  that  we  have 
the  mifcry  of  their  inhabitants  inceflantly  in  our 
view.  "We  are  not  the  lefs  defirous  of  plentiful 
harvefts  of  all  kinds  from  them,  and  yet  it  is 
fcarce  poffible,  that  there  ihould  be  a  greater  ne- 
gleft  Ihew'n  for  the  encouragement,  the  multi- 
plication, and  the  prefervation  of  the  hufband- 
men.  From  whence  can  this  furpizing  contra* 
didtion  arife  i  It  muft  be,  that  we  are  mad  refpeA- 
ingthe  manner  in  which  we  treat  our  colonifts, 
and  both  inhuman  and  mad  in  our  conduct  with 
our  farme^rs,  Hnce  both  at  home  and  at  a  diftaoce 
we  require  the  fame  things ;  and  that  yet  we  will 
not  adopt  the  means  of  procuring  them  in  either 
of  thofe  places. 

But  how  doth  it  happen,  that  this  inconfiftency 
of  the  people  fliould  likewife  extend  lo  the  goi 
vernment  ?  It  is  becaufe  there  is,  according  to 
all  appearances,  a  greater  fpirit  of  jealoufy  than 
of  true  intereft,  either  in  the  acquifition  or  the 
prefervation  of  this  fpecics  of  diftaht  property ;  it 
is  becaufe  the  fovereigns  fcarce  reckon  the  colo- 
nifts  as  among  the  nuftiber  of  their  fubjefts.  I 
ihall  not  fcruple  to  declare,  fince  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  an  irruption  of  the  fea,  which  fhould  fwallow 
up  this  portion  of  their  domain,  would  affeft  them 
lefs  than  the  lofs  of  it  from  the  invation  of  a  rival 
power.    They  care  very  little  whether  thefe  men- 

live 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  Am>  WEST  INDIES.  J6j 

live  or  die,  provided  they  do  not  belong  to  any  •  ^^  * 
one  elfe.  <i.»,«*J 

I  SHALL  therefore  firft  addrefs  rryfclf  to  the  To- 
veretgnsi  and  I  (hall  tell  them  :  eit^ier  leave  thefe 
men  .to  their  fate,  or  aflift  them ;  I  Ihall  then  ad7 
drefs  myfclf  CO  the  colonjfts,  and  I  fliall  fay  :  im- 
plore the  afliftanceof  the  mother- countryj to  which 
youarcfubjeftj  and  ifyoulhould  experience  ade* 
nial,  brealc  ofFyour  connetftions  with  it.  It  is  too 
much  to  be  obliged  to  fupport  at  once  mlfery, 
indifference,  and  flavery. 

But  wherefore  are  the  colonies  worfc  regulat- 
ed, and  more  unhappy  ftill,  under  thofe  powers 
to  whofe  ftrength  and  fplendour  they  are  the  moft 
necelTary  i  It  is  becaufe  thofe  powers  are  ftill 
iftiore  abfurd  than  we  are;  and  being  commercial 
dates  the  fpirit  of  their  adminiftraiion  Is  Hill  more 
cruel.  It  is  becaufe  in  imitation  of  the  farmer^ 
who  is  not  certain  of  enjoying  a  new  leafe,  they 
exhauft  a  land,  which  from  one  year  to  another 
may  pafa  into  the  hands  of  a  new  poflelTor.  When 
the  provinces  of  a  Hate  are  contiguous,  thofe  that 
are  ncareft  the  frontiers  arc  treated  with  moft 
management.  It  is  direflly  contrary  with  the 
colonies.  They  are  oppreflcd,  from  the  fole  ap- 
prehenGon,  that  in  circumltances  of  a  perilous 
nature  the  care  that  might  have  been  beftowed 
upon  them  fliould  be  entirely  throw'n  away.  ' 

The  weftcrn  part  of  the  colony  is  feparated  fctti«mti* 
from  the  northern  part  by  the  Mole  of  St.  Nicho-  rii.B«n»  q* 
las,  which  lies  on  both  coafts.    At  the  head  of  J^  "^"^ 
the  cape  is  a  good,  lafe,  and  commodious  har- 
bour.   It  Hands  directly  oppofite  to  Point  Maizi, 
Ma  in 
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^  xin  ^  '"  *^^  idand  of  Cuba,  and  feems  naturally  dcftiit- 
<..-y~^  ed,  by  this  pofuion,  to  become  the  moft  important 
poft  in  all  America  for  the  convenience  of  navi- 
gation. The  opening  of  the  bay  is  1450  coifed 
broad.  The  road  leads  to  the  harbour,  and  the 
harbour  to  the  bafon.  All  this  great  recefs  is 
wholcfomc,  though  the  waters  of  the  fca  are  al- 
moft  in  a  Itate  of  ftagnation  there.  The  bafon, 
which  foems  as  if  made  for  the  purpofe  of  careen- 
ing, has  not  the  inconvenience  of  clofe  harbours: 
it  is  open  to  the  Weft  and  North  winds  i  and 
yet,  if  they  blo\y  ever  fo  hard,  they  can  never  in- 
terrupt or  retard  any  woik  that  is  done  in  the 
port.  The  pcninfula  where  the  harbour  is  fitu- , 
ated,  rifes  gradually  to  the  plains,  which  ftand 
upon  a  very  large  bafis;  it  feems,  as  it  were,  a 
fingle  mountain,  with  a  broad  and  flat  top,  de- 
fccnding  with  a  gentle  flopc  to  unite  with  the  reft 
of  the  ifland. 

The  Mole  of  St.  Nicolas  was  long  neglected 
by  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo.  The  bare 
hills  and  flat  rocks  it  abounded  with,  afforded 
nothing  worth  their  notice.  The  ufe  which  the 
Englifh  made  of  it  during  the  lafl  war,  has  ren- 
dered it  of  fome  kind  of  confequence.  The 
French  miniftry,  enlightened  even  by  their  ene- 
inies,  fettled  in  1767  a  ftaple  there,  where  foreign 
navigators  might  freely  barter  the  wood  and 
cattle,  of  which  the  colony  was  in  want,  for  it's 
molalTes  and  brandy,  which  were  rejeifted  by  the 
mother- country.  This  communication,  which, 
by  a  reafonable  toleration,'  and  induftrious  fmug- 
gling,  hath  been  extended  to  fcveral  other  ob- 
jeas. 
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jtds,  gave  birth  to  a  town,  which  at  prcfent  *  ^^  '^ 
confiilsof  three  hundred  wooden  houl£s,  brought  t— -vi-i 
ready  built  from  New  England. 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  p6rt,  but  ftil!  within 
the  diftri£t  of  the  mole,  is  the- town  of  Bom- 
bardopolis.  The  Acadians,  and  Germans,  who 
had  been  carried  there  in  1763,  pcrilhed  at  firS: 
with  aftoniihing  rapidity.  This  is  conftantly  the 
fate  that  attends  att  new  fcttlements  between  the 
Tropics.  The  few  of  thefe  unfortunate  people 
that  have  outlived  the  fatal  effeifts  of  the  climate, 
and  thofe  of  difappoiniment  and  poverty,  werfc 
wifliing  only  to  quit  this  barren  foil,  when  the 
tranfaftions  carried  on  in  their  neighbourhood, 
revived,  in  fome  meafure,  their  hopes.  They 
cultivate  provifions,  fruits,  and  vegetables;  which 
they  fell  to  the  (hips,  or  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
port,  and  even  a  fmall  quantity  of  coffee  and  cot- 
ion  for  Europe. 

.  The  next  fettlement  on  the  North  coal>,  after 
the  mole  of  St.  Nicolas,  is  called  Port  Paix.  It 
owed  it's  origin  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Tor- 
tuga,  whofe  inhabitants  took  refuge  there  when 
they  forfook  that  ifland.  The  grounds  were 
cleared  fo  early,  that  this  is  is  one  of  the  healthieft 
fpots  in  St.  Domingo,  and  has  long  fince  attained 
the  utmoll  degree  of  riches  and  .population  it  is 
capable  of ;  but  thefe  are  not  very  confiderable, 
though  induftry  has  been  carried  fo  far  as  even  to 
pierce  through  mountains  for  the  conveyance  of 
water  to  moiften  the  grounds.  .  Port  Paix  is  on 
all  fides  fo  difficult  of  accefs,  that  it  is  in  a  manr 
ner  cut  off  from  the  reft  of  tfcte  colony. 

M  3  Ths 
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■  1,°  *       Th»  little  Saint  Louis,  the  Borgne,  Port  Mar- 
^■•yf  got,  Litnbc,  and  Lacu),  have  likewife  no  com- 
munication with  each  other.    Thefe  places  are 
divided  by  rivers,    which  overflow  and  ravage 
the    bed   lands.      Accordingly,    they    are    in 
general  too  cold  for  fugar-canes  to  thrive  in 
them.    The  waters  of  thefe  torrents  ought  to  be 
confined  in  large  and  deep  beds.    After  thefe  U- 
bqura  tre  finilbed,  ic  would  be  an  eafy  matter  to 
conllru£t  bridges,  which  would  draw  the  inhabit- 
ants nearer  together,  would  enable  them  to  com- 
municate their  improvements  to  each  other,  and 
would  make  them  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  better 
regulated  fociety.  The  plantadonsin  indigo  would 
then  be  improved,  and  thofe  of  fugar  would  be 
multiplied,  while  the  coffee  would  not  be  forfakcn  i 
this  plane  is  confidcr^  as  the  bcltof  thekind  in  tho 
colonjr.    himb€  alone  coUc&s  two  millions  weight 
of  it,  as  good  as  that  of  Mariinico. 
This  Is  very  little,  if  indeed  it  be  anything, 
inttince  oF  ID  compariion  of  thc  produfftions  of  the  plain  of 
clVst,"  "^  tJ'C  Cape,  which  is  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and 
rnnris  fi-  about  four  in  breadth.      Few  lands  are  better 

mtM  Dpon 

thenntthtrn  watcrcd  J  faut  therc  is  not  a  river  where  a  floop 
DoniBsa.'  csui  go  up  abovc  three  miles.  All  ^is  great 
fpacc  is  interfeAed  with  ftraight  roads  forty  feet 
wide,  and  planted  on  both  fides  with  hedges  of 
citron  trees.  Thefe  roadi  would  have  been  per- 
ft&  in  their  kind,  had  they  been  ornamented 
with  tall  trees,  which  would  have  afl^irded  a  de- 
lightful Ihadc  for  travellers,  and  prevented  that 
fcarcity  of  wood  which  this  diftrift  already  begins 
to  feel.  This  is  the  counti^  of  America  which 
produces 
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produces  the  greatcft  quantity  of  fygar,  and  of  ■  ^n?  ^ 
the  bril  fort.  The  plain  is  teriTiinatcd  by.a  ridge  ' 
of  [nountains>  which  varies  in  depth  from  four  to 
eight  leagues.  I^'cw  pf  them  are  very  high ;  fcve- 
ra)  q(  cHem  may  be  cultivated  to  the  very  fummit, 
^nd  they  are  all  interfered  at  intertrals  with  an 
isSpice  number  of  plantations  of  coffee,  and  fistne 
exceeding  fine  plantations  of  indigo. 

Although  the  French  had  been  early  acquaint- 
ed with  the  value  of  ^a  territory,  the  fertility  of 
which  furpalTes  all  that  can  be  faid  of  it,  yet  they 
did  not  begin  to  cultivate  it  till  1770,  the  time 
wfiep  their  apprchenfions  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  till  then  hod  remained  in  force  in  tha 
neighbourhood  were  dillipated.  A  Calvinift, 
n«.med'Gobin,  one  of  thofc  whom  the  fpirit  of 
ititpleration  in  religious  matters  began  to  drive 
out  from  -their  native  country,  went  and  reared 
the  5rft  habitation  at  this  cape.  More  houfe^ 
were  built  as  the  grounds  were  cleared.  This 
fettlement  had  already  made  fuch  progrefs 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  as  to  excite  the  jea- 
loufy.of  the  Englifh.  They  joined  their  forces 
with  tbt^e  of  Spain,  and,  attacking  it  both  by 
land  andfea,  in  1695,  they  took,  plundered,  and 
reduced  it  ip  .al^s. 

A  GBLEAT  advantage  might  haye  been  made  of 
thi*  misfortune.,  Iniereft,  which  is  the  priniary 
founder  of  all  colonies,  had  induced  the  inhabit- 
a«s  to  chufe,  in  a  harbour  that  is  three  leagues  in 
circumference,  the  foot  of  a  hill  for  the  po;-tioo 
Oif  the  cape,  becaufe  it  was  the  place  that  lay 
moft  coavenient  for  the  anchorage.  A  fituation 
M  4  morp 
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more  whotefomf,  more  convenient^  and  more 
fpacious,  might  have  been  chofcn.  This  was 
not  attended  tO}  but  the  town  was  rebuilt,  where 
it  ought  never  to  have  been  built,  in  a  bottom,- 
where  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  rendered  more 
fcorchingby  the  refleftion  of  the  mountains;  and 
■which  never  can  be  refreftied  by  thecoolnefsof  the 
lafid  breezes.  Yet  fuch  ih  the  richnefs  of  the  ad- 
jacent country,  that  this  fettlement  hath  conti- 
nually increafcd. 

The  Cape  is  now  cut  by  twenty-nine  ftraight 
ftreets,  into  225  clufters  of  houfes,  which  amount 
to  900;  but  thefe  ftreets  are  too  narrow,  and  hav- 
ing no  (lope,  though  the  foil  itfelf  be  prominent 
in  the  center,  are  always  dirty;  for,  as  they  are 
paved  only  in  the  middle,  the  kennels,  which  arc 
not  even  on  ,each  fide,  gather  into  pilddles  and 
common  ihores,  inftead  of  draining  off  the  wa- 
ters. 

THEoId  fquare  of  Notrc-Damc,  and  the  church 
built  with  ftones  brought  from  Europe  that  ter- 
minates it;  the  new  fquare  of  Clugny,  where  the 
market  hath  been  fixt;  the  fountains  that  em- 
bellifh  both  of  thefe  monunfients;  the  governor's 
houfe,  the  barracks,  the  theatre }  none  of  thefe 
public  edifices,  in  a  word,  would  attraft  the  no- 
tice of  the  curious  traveller,  who  fliould  have 
any  idea  of  the  principles  of  architeflure.  But 
if  nature  had  endowed  him  with  fenfibility,  his 
heart  would  expand  at  the  bare  mention  of  the 
itouk  (^alhd  La  Providehce, 

Most  of  the  adventurers'  who  firft  come  into 
the  colony,  are  deftituteof  refourcts  and  talents, 

and 
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^d  before  they  have  acquired  induftry  to  pror   book 
cure  fublillen<:e,  become  fubje^  to  diforders  that   ■  ,   ,.' .( 
are  ofcen  fat»l>    A  hgmane  and  generous  citizen, 
founded  ^t  th.e  cape  two  habitation^  for  thefe 
helplefs  and  diftrcflcd  pcrfqnSj    where  the  irieq  > 

and  the  women  ape  feyerally  provided  with  ev«y 
thing  they  want.  This  fine  inftitucion,  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  in  the  New  World,  and  which 
would  never  have  been  fuHiciently  fupporced  by 
authority,  nor  fufficiently  eqriched  by  the  gifts 
of  the  citizens>  had  fecn  it's  revenues  gradually 
^  decreafe  by  the  difhonefty  of  thofe  who  admini- 
ftcred  theni,,  and  by  th?  negleA  of  government. 
.  Is  it  then  impoITible,  that  any  gOod  inltitution 
lliould  fublift  among  mankind  ?  Will  the  rich 
ftill  continue  to  attack  the  poor,  even  in  their 
afylum,  if  the  prefencc  pf  the  gallows  doth  not 
rcftrain  them  ?  Infamous  wretches  1  ye  know  noc 
all  the  atrocioufnefs  of  your  conduct  j  if  one  of 
your  fellow  creatures  were  brought  before  you, 
convifted  of  haying  feized  upon  a  paiTcnger  in  the 
night  time,  and  of  having  prefcnrcd  a  piilol  tq 
his  bread  in-order  to  get  bis  purfe,  to  what  kind 
of  pupilhment  would  you  fentence  him  ?  Be  it 
ivhat  it  may,  you  deferve  ftiil  a  greater  one. 
You  unite  bafenefs,  inhumanity,  and  pre- 
varication to  the  theft;  and  to  what  fpecies  of 
theft :  you  take  from  him,  who  is  dying  with  hun- 
ger, the  bread  that  has  been  intrufted  to  you  for 
his  ufe.  You  ftrip  mifery  iifelf  abandoned  to 
your  care,  and  you  do  it  clandeftinely  and  with- 
out rifk.  The  imprecation  which  I  am  going  to 
thunder  out  againft  you,  1  extend  it  to  all  the  dif- 
honcft 


iiizedbv  Google  ■■ 


17«  KSTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

'xiiL*^  honcft  direftorsof  hofpiols,  of  whatfoevercoun- 
fc— (— J  tries  they  may  be,  even  of  my  own  j  I  extend  ic 
to  all  negligent  minifters,  from  whom  they  fliall 
conceal  the  knowlege  of  their  crimesi  or  wbo 
ihall  overlook  thsm^  May  the  ignominy,  may 
the  punifhments  referved  for  the  vileft  malefac- 
tors fall  upon  the  profcribcd  head  of  rillains,  who 
are  capable  of  fo  enormous  a  crime  againft  huma- 
nity,  and  of  a  fiagitious  a£t  fo  contrary  to  good 
policy  t  and  if  it  fiiould  happen^  that  they  fiiould 
efcape  from  infamy  and  from  puniftiment,  may 
theminillryj  who  hare  been  ignorant  of  fuch  an 
excefs  of  corruption,  or  who  have  toln'ated  it^ 
become  an  object  of  execration  among  all  nations 
and  in  all  ages.  i 

Notwithstanding  the  confufion  into  .which 
the  houfcs  of  Providence,  fo  famous  for  the  prc- 
fervation  of  the  human  fpecies  are  fallen,  there 
are  ftill  proportionally  a  lefs  number  of  people 
who  die  at  the  Cape  than  in  any  other  of  the  ma- 
ritime towns  of  the  colony.  This  advantage  muft 
be  attributed  to  the  circumftance  of  the  whole 
territory  being  cultivated,  to  the  filling  op  of  the 
neighbouring  Houghs^  to  di&ipation,  to  the  con- 
vcniencies  of  life,  to  induftiy,  and  to  fuccours  of 
all  kinds,  which  are  found  united  In  a  numerous 
and  adivc  fociety.  The  air  will  acquire  all  the 
falubricy  which  the  nature  of  things  will  allow, 
when  the  morafl*es  of  the  little  bay  (hall  have  becQ 
dried,  which  diffufe,  in  very  dry  fea^MW,  an  infec^ 
tious  odour. 

T«i  hariMur  U  wonby  of  the  town  i  and  it  ia 
admiraUy  well  adapted  to  admit  the  Jhips  chait 
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come  from  Europe,  which  may  andior  here  with  ■  J  |j  * 
convenience  and  fafety,  of  whatever  0ze  ihey  may  ■_    ,  '  t 
be.    It  Ues^open  to  none  but  the  norih-caft  wind, 
and  cannot  even  be  hurt  by  this,  the  entrance 
being  full  of  reefsi  which  break  the  violence  of 
the  waves. 

It  is  into  this  famous  ftaple  that  more  than  one 
half  of  the  produftions  of  the  colony  are  convey- 
ed. They  are  brough:  from  the  mountains  and 
■from  the  vallies,  but  principally  from  the  plains. 
The  pariflies  which  furniOi  the  moft  importantof 
them  are  know'n  by  the  names  of  the  North 
Plain*  the  Little  Bay*  the  Great  River,  the  Mo-* 
-  rin,  the  Lemonade,  the  Terrier  .Rouge,  Fort 
Dauphin,  and  Ouanaminthe,  which  terminates 
at  the  river  MalTacre.  The  diftrii^  Morin,  and 
the  Iflet  of  Lemonade,  are  much  fuperior'  to  the 
other  fettlcments,  both  in  the  quantity  and  qua- 
lity of  their  fugars. 

All  the  prodiiAions  of  St.  Domingo,  amount-  Hitaft,iBa 
ed,  in  lyao*  to  no  more  than,  one  million  fcMir  Xl'^uf 
hundred  thoufand  weight  of  raw  fugar,  to  one  tiow-wbich 
million  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  earthed  nmiir  m- 
fugar,  and  to  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  ^/^i^ 
pounds  of  indigo.    Thcfe  produftions  have  had  "'.^'-  **•' 
a  prodigious  and  rapid  increale.     Towards  1737, 
cotton  and  coffee  were  added  to  them.    Even  the 
culture  of  cacao  hath  been  revived,  though  fome- 
what  later« 

Ik  i775j  France  received  from  this  colony, 
upon  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  fliips,  one 
million  two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred and  fevcnty-threc  quintals,  feventy  pounds 

of 
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*»!?  *  ^^  *"g*r,  which  were  worrh  44,738,139  livrcs,  | 
S— V— '  1  fols,  2  deniers'i  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  I 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  quintals, 
forty-one  pounds  of  coffee,  which  were  worth 
31,818,621  livres  ijfols  edeniersfj  eighteen  1 
thoufand  eighty  quintals,  twenty-nine  pounds  of  ] 
indigo,  which  were  worth  151373,346  livres  10 
folsji  five  thoufand  fcven  hundred  ejghty-fevcn 
quintals,  fixty-four  pounds  of  cacao,  which  were 
worth  405,134  livres  16  fols  §;  five  hundred 
and  eighteen  quintals  fixty-one  pounds  of  arnotto, 
which  were  worth  32,663  iivrcs  2  fols  6deniersH, 
twenty-fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  quintals,  eighty  two  pounds  of  cotton,  which 
were  worth  6,723,205  livres^;  fourteen  thou- 
fand one  Hundred  and  twenty-four  hides,  which 
were  worth  164,657  livres**;  forty-three  quintals 
forty-fix  pounds  of  rope  yarn,  which  were  worth 
43,460  livresfti  ninety  quintals  nineteen  pounds 
of  black  callja,  which  were  worth  2,435  litres  it 
deniers:|;J  j  ninety-two  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  forty-fix  quintals  ninety-two  pounds  of  wood, 
which  were  worth  908,368  livres  3  fols  8  de« 
niers§§i  and  in  finall  produdlions,  fomc  of  which 
belonged  to  the  other  colonics  1,352,148  livres||||, 
and  in  money,  2,600,000  livres  ^^.    The  total 

f  Aboat  i,864.,o39].  js.  yd.  f  909,109!.  4s.  ii  Jd. 

t  6^o,$^6l.  '2S.  id.  ^  i6,S8ol.  Its.  4d. 

|]  1,3601.  19s.  3|d.  ^  260,133].  >■'*•   lod. 

••  6,86ol.  14s.  2d.  if  i,8iol.  16a.  8d. 

tt  About  101  1.  gs.  2  Jd.  J^  About 37,8+8!.  13s.  5jd, 

m  S6,33y''  >o»-  m  I08.3331'  6«-  8d. 

of 


J  li,  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  tji 

ofalIthcfefuTnspToducesanincomeofg4,i62jl78   *  ^^^  * 
Hvres  i6  fols  g'deniers*.  ^^  V'""''* 

If  to  the  94,162,178  livres  16  fols  9  de- 
nicrsf,  the  produce  of  San  Domingo,  be  added 
the  488,598  livres  3  fols  3  denicrs  J,  produced 
by  Cayenne;  the  18,975,974  livres  i  fol  lO 
deniers  ||,  produced  by  Martinicoj  and  thd 
12,751,404  livres  16  fols  10  deniers  §,  produced 
by  Guadalupe,  it.  will  be  found,  that  in  1775, 
France  received  from  her  polTeflions  in  the  New 
Hemifphei'e,  upon  five  hundred  and  fixty-two 
Alps,   126,378,155  livres,  18  fols,  8  deniers  fl. 

The  kingdom  confumed  of  thefe  productions 
only  to  the  amount  of  52,763,763  livres  5  fols 
8  deniers**.  The  remainder,  which  amounted  to 
73,584,392  livres  13  folsf  f,  was  confequenlly  fold 
to  foreigners. 

This  great  exportation  was  formed  by  one 
million  forty  choufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  quintals  fixry-fix  pounds  of  fugar,  which 
produced  38,703,463  livres  JJj  by  five  hundred 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  quintals 
forty-fix  pounds  of  coffee,  which  produced 
33,727,608  livres  13  fols  U  J  by  eleven  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fix  quintals  thirty-eight  pounds 
of  indigo,  which  produced  9,610,423  livres  §§; 
by  fevcn  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two 

•  3>9»3'*'+'-  2S-  4i<'-  t  3.9«3"4»4'-  2»-  4jd- 

J  Aboutao,3S4l.  3i.  s^J-     II  790,66-^^-  9»-  3d- 

5  Abpgtssi.So;!-  los.  gd.    fl  About  51265,7571.  61.33d. 

••  About  2,199,740!.  I    s.  8Jd. 

ft  3,066,016!.  17s.  aid.      Jt  i,6ia,644l'  S*-  Jo^, 

iljj  988,650!,  7».  zjd.  %|4oo,^3|i.  5  s,  lod. 
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quintals  (eveaty-five  pounds  of  cacao,  which  pro- 
duced 554>59i  livrcs  lofola'j  by  fifteen  hun- 
dred and  thircy-one  quintals  fcventy-cight  pounds 
of  arnotto,  whidh  produced  95,838  Hvresf  j  by 
one  choufand  and  twenty  quintals  eleven  pounds 
of  cotton,  which  produced  255,027  livres  10 
feds  X  i  by  cwelve  hundreil  and  feven  quintals 
fifty-nine  pounds  of  black  caiTia,  which  produced 
32»6o5  livrcs  | }  by  forty-orie  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  eight  quintals,  twenty  pounds  of 
wood,  which  produced  598,723  livres  § ;  by  five 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  hides,  which  produced 
5,1 1 2  livres  ^j  and  by  one  hundred  pounds  weight 
of  rope-yarn,  which  produced  ,1000  livres**. 

To  return  to  St.  Domingo  j  it's  aftonifliing 
wealth  was  produced  by  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  fugar-houfes  for  raw  fugars,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  fix^-three  fc^r  earthed  fugars ;  by  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighty-fevcn  planta- 
tions of  indigo;  by  fourteen  millions  eighteen 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-fix  cotton 
plants;  by  ninety-two  millions  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-three  thoufand  four  hundred  and  five  cof- 
fee trees  ;  and  by  feven  hundred  and  iifty-feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-one  cacao-trees. 

At  the  fame  period,  the  cattle  of  the  colony 
amounted  to  feventy-five  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  horfes  or  mules,  and  feventy-fe- 
ven  thoufand  nine  fanndred  and  four  head  of 
horned  cattle.     It's  provifions  confifted  of  fevea 

*  33,1031.  ot.  jd.  f  $t993^-  ;■■  t'^- 

%  10,6261.  2s.  iid.  I]  1,3581.  lot.  tod. 

$24>9+;I'  S**  ^Ofl*       f  *>3J'        ?**il'  »3*-  ♦*• 
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ibiUion  feven  hundred  and  fiftjr-Gx  tfaouralid 
tvo  hundred  and  twenty-five  banana  trees  j  one 
million  one  hundred  and  feventy-eight  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  twentynine  trenches  of  ma- 
nioc I  twelve  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  tbirty- 
four  plots  of  maizci  eighteen  thoufand  ferea 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  plots  of  potatoes  j  ele- 
ven thoufiind  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
plots  of  yamt}  and  feven  thoufand  forty-fix 
plots  of  fmall  millet. 

Thi  labours  occupied  thtrty-two  thoufand  and 
fifty  white  perfoosj  of  all  ages,  and  of  both  fexcsi 
fix  thoufand  and  thirty-fix  Negroes,  or  free  Mu- 
lattoes}  and  about  three  hundred  thoufiind  flaveSk 
The  annual  calculation  did  not  indeed  reckon  the 
number  of  thefe  un^rtunate  captives  at  more 
than  two  hundred  forty  thoufand  and  ninety- 
five  j  but  it  is  well  know'n,  that  at  that  time 
every  planter  concealed  as  many  as  he  could 
from  the  refearches  of  the  treafury,  in  twder  to 
avoid  the  rigour  of  the  impoH;]. 

These  cultures,  and  tbefe  inhabitants,  are  dif- 
tributed  over  forty-fix  pariffies,  fome  of  which 
are  twenty  leagues  in  circumference.  The  limijcs 
of  a  great  number  of  them  are  not  yet  fixed,  and 
moft  of  them  have  nothing  but  huts  or  ruins  for 
their  churches.  Divine  fervicc  Is  fcarcc  per- 
formed in  any  of  them  with  proper  decency.  The 
churches  of  the  South  and  of  the  Weftern  parta 
are  under  the  direction  of  Dominican  friars,  and 
thofe  of  the  North  under  Capuchins,  who  have 
fdcceeded  the  Jefuits.  They  have  all  a  large  vil- 
lage or  h  town  belonging  to  them. 

3  Thi 
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"  xiH  ^  "^"^  ^"^  villages  are  fornned  hy  the  (hops  of 
«^  -^■-t  fotne  merchants^  and  by  the  maiitifadures  of 
fome  arti6cers,  all  of  them  conftrufted  round  the 
prcfbyterjr.  On  feftival  days  a  kind  of  market  is 
eftablifhcdj  to  which  the  flavcs  reforty  in  order  to 
barter  the  fruits,  the  poultryj  and  other  trifling 
provifions  which  belong  to  them,  for  furniturc,- 
doaths,  and  ornaments^  which,  though  of  fmall- 
value,  procure  them  fome  kind  of  convenienccyand 
-  diftinguifli  them  from  their  fellow- creatures,  who 
ire  not  in  poffeffion  of  fimiiar  enjoyments.  We 
cannot  fufficiently  cxprefs  our  indignation,  that! 
tyranny  ftiould  ftilt  purfue  them,  while  they  arc 
employed  in  thefe  trifling  exchanges,  and  that  the 
vile  fatellites  of  juftice,  intrufted  with  the  regula- 
tion of  the  police  of  thefe  aflemblies,  fliould 
make  chefe  unfortunate  people  fenfible  of  the 
hardfhips  of  their  fituation,  even  during  the  Ihort 
refpite  which  is  granted  them  by  ih<ir  barbarous 
mailers^ 

Here  we  may  perceive  two  very  odioils  cha- 
.rjlflers  J  the  bailiff  who  torments  the  flave,  and 
the  director  who  doth  not  excrcife  his  authority 
againft  the  bailiff.  But  the  bailiff  is  a  man  de- 
void of  companion,  whofe  daily  fun^ions  have 
perhaps  hardened  him  to  fuch  a  pitchy  that  he 
grows  weary  when  the  cxercife  of  them  is  fuf- 
pended,  and  when  he  has  no  opportunity  of 
making  any  one  fuffer^  The  direftor,  on  the. 
contrary,  is  a  magiftrate,  whofe  brcaft  doth  not 
harbour  the  fame  d;gree  of  fcrocipufnefs,  whoie 
habitual  bufinefsit  is  lodifplay  a  kind  of  dignity^ 
and  in  whom  jullice  ought  always  to  be  tempered 
7  with 
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With  com(»ffion.  How  doth  it  happen,  that  "two  ^  °m  "^ 
JTuch  different  beings  fcem  to-  concur  in  adding  'a.-^'-a^ 
to  the  misfortune  o£  the.  flaves?  Is  it  owen  to 
a  barbarous  coiitetnpc  of  thefe  miferable  peoplci 
who  are.  almoftexpungedfrom. the  race  of  man- 
kind ?  Or  are  they  fo  completely  doomed  to  grief 
and  pain,  that  their  cries  ^nd  their  tears  fhall  not . 
make  any  further  imprefTion  ? 

The  towns  of  the  colony,  and  in  general  all 
-  thofe  of  the  American  iOands,  exhibit  a  picture 
very  dilFerenc  from  that  which  the  European 
towns  difplay.  In  Europe,  our  cities  are  peo- 
pled with  men  of  every  clafs,  of  all  profeflionsj 
and  of  all  ages ;  fome  of  them  rich  and  idle^ 
others  poor  and  laborious;  all  of  them  purfuing, 
Umidlt  the  tumult  and  amidft  the  multitude,  the 
obje£l  which  they  have  in  viewj  fome  following 
pleafurcj  others  fortune  j  fome  reputation,  or  mo- 
mentary fame,  which  is  often  miftaken  for  it,  and 
others  fecking  their  fubfiftcnce.  In  thefe  great 
vortices,  the  coUifion  and  variety  of  palfionsj  of 
intereftsj  and  of  wants^  neceflarily  produce  greaE 
agitations,  unexpefted  contrafts,  fome  virtuesj 
and  many  vices  or  crimes.  Thefe  are  moving 
pi£tures>  more  or  Icfs  animated  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  aftorsj  and  confequently  of  fcenes 
that  are  exhibited  there.  At  St.  Domingo,  and 
in  the  reft  of  the  American  Archipelago,  the 
fpcftacle  plrefented  by  the  towns  is  uniform,  and 
exailly  the  fame.  They  have  neither  nobles, 
tradcfnien,  nor  annuitants.  They  prefcnt  no- 
thing but  magazines  appropriated  to  the  pro- 
duftions '  of  the  foil,  and  to  the  difFerent  labours 

V01..VI.  N  they 
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*  xiiL  ^  ^^^  require.    They  hare  aone  bat  a^nts,  tan' 

fc— ^— ^  keepers,   and   adventDrers,   exerting  thcmfelves 
'  to  obuifi  a  poft  bjr  which  they  maf  fubfifti  and 
accepting  the  firft  that  offers.    £7ery  Man  is  in 
hade  to  get  rich,  in  order  to  quit  a  Ihuatfon 
^here  there  are  oo  diftioAions,  no  honours,  no 
plcalbres  to  be  found,  and  which  fupplicB  na 
<)thcr  ftlmulus  befide  that  of  intereft.     No  man 
^elides  therewith  an  intention  of  living  aihd  dying 
bpon  the  fpoc    The  views  of  all  men  are  fix<d 
upon  Europe ;  and  the  principal  idea  thac  tenda^ 
to  the  incrcafc  of  riches^  confifts  in  the  expefta* 
tioD,  more  or  lefs  didant,  of  bringing  them  back 
into  our  hetnirphere,  among  our  own  relntions. 
•  ofT'D^"       Besidi  the  inimenfe  produftions  which  thccolo- 
roingowiih    ny  fends  to  the  mother-country,  and  which  may  at 
doiw.  leaft  be  mcreafed  by  one  third,  a  fmall  portion  of 

them  are  delivered  to  it's  indolent  neighbour.  Jt 
is  wiihfugar,  rum,  and'elpecially  with  the  li- 
quors and  the  manufaAures  of  Europe,  that  the 
Colony  pays  what  the  SpanHh  part  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, furniflies  in  pork  and  hung  beef,  iff 
Wood,  hidesy  horfes,  and  horned  cattle,-  for  it'* 
manufaftuVes,  and  for  it's  fliambles  ;  and  that  it 
appropriates  to  itfclf  all  the  Clvcr  fent  from  the 
mines  of  Mexico  to  this  antient  fettlement.  The 
eourt  of  Madrid  have  endeavoured  to  dimiiiifli' 
the  activity  of  this  inicrcourfe,  by  prohibiting- 
the  foreign  merchandize  froiH  being  brought  into 
k's  poffeflions,^  and  by  loading  the  cattle,  whick 
.  might  be  exported,  with  heavy  duties".  This 
faulty  regulation  hath  had  no  other  effeft  than  tff 
put  a  reftrain:  upon  tbole  exchanges  Which- 
' oughe 
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oiight  lo  have  continued  pcrfeflly  free.     It  is  ^  5„^_  "^ . 
particularly  it)  this  part  df  the  worlds  tNat  mutual  ^^  ynti 
wants  prevafl  omr  natural  antipathy,  and  that 
the  uniformity  of  climate  ftiflcs  this  fourcc  of 
Wcord. 

The  Dutch  of  Curafibu  engrofs  a  great  parf  of 
tiie  trade  of  the  French  colony,  during  the  wars  iri 
which  they  are  not  engaged ;  and  they  likcwife 
<:arry  c^lbme  commodities  in  peace  time.  It  is 
with  the  produftions  iri  the  Eaft  Indict,  and 
with  bills  of  exchange,  that  they  keep  up  this 
trifling  intercourfe. 

The  connexions  between  the  people  of  Ja- 
maica and  thofc  of  St.  Domingo,  are  much 
iinorc  confiderable.  The  twclye  or  thirteen  ttitfu- 
fand  flaves  which  are  inniially  Carried  to  the  co- 
lony, by  the  French  navigatorsi  do  not  prevent 
it's  receiving  four  or  five  thoufand  from  the  Eng- 
lifli.  The  latter  coft  one  fixth  left  than  the  othcrj 
and  are  paid  with  cotton,  and  efpecially  with  in- 
digo, which  is  accepted  at  a  higher  price  than  li 
given  by  the  national  trade;  Thefd  fthugglers 
carry  it  into  ihejr  own  country,  as  a  produftion 
of  the  Britifh  iflands;  and  receive  a  gratification 
of  12  fols  •  per  pound. 

It  is  with  North  Anierica,  however,  that  Sti 
Domingo  keeps  up  a  more  regular  and  more  ufe- 
fill  intei-Courfe*  In  times  of  urgent  cakmities^ 
^he  veffels  of  that  vaft  region  of  the  New 
World  are  admitted  in  all  the  harbours,  but  at 
Ordinary  times  only  in  the  mole  of  St.  Nicholas* 
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'  *  SiH.  ^  ^^  common  times,  their  cargoes  conOft  of  wood 

,^7— V— ^  for  Ihip-boilding,  vegetable!,  cattle,  fldur,  and 

fait  6Ih.   They  carry  olf  publicly  five  and  tvren^ 

or  thirty  thoufand  hogfhcads  of  molalTcs,   and 

fraudulently,  all  the  provifions  which  the  colo-, 

nifis  can  deliver  to  them,  or  choofe  to  do  it. 

2]^^f        Such  is,  in  tiptie  of  peace,  the  divifion  whidi 

Franc. -iih   is  made  of  the  territorial  riches  of  St.  Domingo, 

St.  Dotting  ° 

iKcoDRdan-   War  opCHS  a  new  fcene.     As  foon  as  the  fig- 
Sl'd^f    nal  for  hoftiHties  is  given,  the  Engli(h  takepof- 
feaeftuT    feflion  of  alt  the   latitudes  about  the  colony. 
They  rcftrain  it's  exports  and  it's  imports.  Every 
article,  dther  entering  or  going  out,'  falls  into 
their  hands;  and  the  fmall  quantity  which  might 
have  cfcaped  in  the  New  Hemifphere,  is  inter- 
cepted upon  the  coafts  of  the  Old,  where  the 
enemy  are  equally  ftrong.    The  merchants  of  the 
mother- country   are   then  obliged  -to  poftpone 
their  expeditions,  pnd  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland 
ncgleft  their  labours.     Languor  and  dcfpair  fuc- 
ceed  to  important  and  rapid   communications, 
and  laft  as  long  as  the  diviltons  fubGfl:  between 
'    the  belligerent  powers. 

This  would  have  been  otherwife,  had  the 
French,  who  firft  appeared  at  St.  Domingo, 
thought  of  eftablidiing  cultures.  They  would 
have  occupied,  as  they  might  have  done,  that 
part  of  the  iOand  which  lies  to  the  Eait.  The 
plains  on  this  fide  are  fpacious  and  fertile ;  and 
the  coafts  are  fafe;  a  Ihip  enters  the  haf  bours 
upon  the  day  they  are  difcovcred,  and  iofes  fighj 
of  them  the  very  day  it  fails  out.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  the  roadj  that  th^  enemy  cannot  lay  any 
ambufcadc 
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ambufcade  there.  The  coaft  is  unfit  for  cruifing.  '  °  ij  ^ 
■  Thefe  latitudes  are  convenient  for  the  Euro-  ■.,  -,-._f; 
peans>  and  the  paiTage  expeditious ;  but  as  the 
fchemc  of  thefc  adventurers  was  to  attack  the 
Spanifh  ihjps,  and  to  infeft  thp  Gulph  of  Mexico 
with  their  piracicSj  the  pofleffions  they  occupied 
ypon  a  \»iioding  coaft,  were  furrounded  by  Cuba, 
Jamaica,  the  Turks,  Torcuga, ,  the  Caicos,  Go- 
nava,  and  Lucayos;  iHaods.  They  are  alfo  fur- 
rpundeii  by  a  multitude  of  fand-banks  and  rocks, 
which  make  the  progrefs  of  a  Ibip  flow  and  un- 
certain;  and  by  narrow  Teas,  which  muft  give  a 
great  advantage  to  the  eneniiy,  either  for  land- 
ing, fpr  blocking  up,  or  for  cruifing. 

The  court  of  Vcrfailles  "will  never  be  able  to 
maintain  a  regular  intercourfe  wit^  it's  colony 
during  time  of  war,  unlefs  by  the  means  of  fonne 
fliips  of  the  Jine  to  the  South,  and  the  Weft,  and 
a  good  fquadron  to  the  North,  Nature  hatit 
formed,  at  Fort  Dauphin,  a  vaft,  commodious, 
and  fafp  harbour,  which  Qan  be  defended  with 
facility.  From  this  harbour,  fituated,  tp  the 
windward  of  the  other  fettlements,  it  would  be 
cafy  to  proteft  the  feyeral  latitudes  ;  but  the 
works  of  jhe  place  ought  to  be  repaired  and  ex- 
tended, and  -particularly  a  proper  naval  arfenal 
ought  to  be  formed,  If  this  were  done,  the 
French  admirals,  being  fecure  of  an  afylum,  and 
of  all  the  nccelTary  aTlftailces,  after  cither  a  fuc- 
cefsful  or  an  unfuccefsful  engagement,  would  be 
no  longer  fearful  of  engaging  the  enemies  of  iheip 
country, 
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¥■  °.j2  ^  Thb  meafures  whkh  would  be  proper  ta  be 
V— V — ^  be  taken  to  prevent  the  rav^es  which  tke  Spa- 
J^h^lnf  aiards  might  commit  in  the  inland  pan  ftf  St. 
Ti^HeVb)'*''  PtMTiingo,  deferve  tikcwile  fome  attention. 
wl  fc^t^  Castile,  which  is  ftiU  in  pofTeffton  of  two- 
t»d.ed  bj  fibirds  of  the  illand,  formerly  had  the  whole  of  ir, 
niiidi'wha  when,  a  little  before  the  middle  of  the  hft  ceti- 
Mon  rf"^  wy>  *  fis*  bold  ^nd  enterpriflog  Frenchmeii 
iiiu*^  went  there  to  feek  a  refuge  frcKn  the  laws,  oc 
•  6om  mifery.    The  Spaniard*  ehdea»ottred  to  rfr^ 

polfe  them}  buC though  without  any  other  fup- 
poit  than  their  courage,  they  were  not  afraid  of 
tuftaining  war  with  a  people  armed  under  a  re- 
gular authocity.  Thefe  men  were  acknowleged 
ty  their  nation  as  foon  as  they  were  thought 
^rong  enough  to  maintain  theRrfelves  in  their  • 
pfurf  aiions,  A  commander  was  lent  to  them* 
The  brave  man,  who  was  firft  appointed  to  corn- 
man^  thole  intrepid  adventurers,  caught  t^ir 
ipirit  to  fuch  a  degree, -^  to  propofe  to  his  court 
(he  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland.  He  pledgaf 
his  life  for  the  fuccefa  of  the  undertaking,  pro- 
vided they  would  fend  him  a  fqu^dron  ftrong 
enough  to  block  up  the  harbour  of  the  Capital. 

The  miniftry  of  Verfailles,  neglefting  a  project 
^hich  was,  in  reality  more  prafticable'  than  it  ap- 
peared to  them  at  a  diftance,  left  the  French  ex- 
pofed  to  continual  hotlilities.  Notwithftanding 
this,  they  always  repulfed  them  fuccefsfuiiy,  an<( 
even  carried  devaftation  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try ;  but  thofe  animofitics  kept  up  ii>  their  minds 
a  fpirit  of  robbery  and  plunder,  indifpoled  them 
for  ufeful  labours,  and  ftopt  the  progrefs  of  agri- 
f  culturf. 
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The  error  which  ^a^se^ had  fallen  iotd,  In  not 
feconding  the  ^01^  of 'the  new  colcAiifts-  for  tho 
conqueft  *pf  the  whole!  iOand,  had  nearly  occa- 
ftoned  her  the  I0&  of  )Aat  part  of  which  ftie  was 
already  in  poffeflSoo.  While  the  French  were 
engaged  tBcarryingdiv-the  war  ef  i683,  i^ainft- 
all  Kutope,  the  Spama-ds  and  the  Engli(h,  who 
boih  dreaded  feeing  them  firmly  eftablifhcd  ac  St, 
Dofriirigb,  .united  their  forces  to  expel  them.  - 
Their  ftcft  atiempcs  gave  *hcm  reafbn  to  expcft 
9n  entire  f^iccefs ;  when  they  quarrelled  with 
-  each  other,  and  froftn  that  time  became  irre- 
concileable  enemies.  Ducafle,  who  managed  the 
colony  with  much  fagacity  and  great  reputation, 
■  took  ■advantage  of  their  divifions  to  attack  them 
foccefliWy.  He  firft  inVidtd  Jamaica,  where  he 
deftfoyed'erery  thing"  with  -fire  and  fword.  From 
thence  he  was  preparirigtO  turn  his  ai-m's  againft 
pt.  Domingo  J  and  woirfd  infallibly  have  reduced 
the  Whole  ifland,  had  he  not  beCn  flopped  in 
this  espedition  by  ordersfrom  his  coart, 

The  houfe  of  Bourbon  afcended  the  thr6ne  of  ■ 
Spainy  and  the  French  nation  loft  all  hopes  of 
conquering  St.  Domingo,  Hoftitities,which  had 
not  even  been  fufpendcd  there  by  the  treaties  of 
,  Aix-U-Chapellc,  Nimeguc'n,  and  Ryfwick,  ceafed 
at  laft  between  people  who  could  never  be  true 
friends  to  each  qthcF,  Thofe  who  had  eftabiiflied 
pultures  derived  fome  advantage  from  this  reconi 
ciliation.  For  fome  time  paft,  their  flaves, 
f^V^itig  themfelves  of  the  national  divtfionst  had 
N  4  fli^ett 
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fhaken  off  their  chains  and  removed' into  a  dil^' 
triifl:  where  they  found  freedom  and  no  UlMur, 
This  d^renion  was  3bated>  by  the  Spaniards  en- 
tering into  a  contrad  JO- bring  home  the  fugitivea 
to  their  neighbours.ifor  the  fum  of  ajo  livres  •. 
a  head.  Although,  this  agreement  was  not  very, 
fcrupuloufly  obferved,  it  proved  a  po^ii^Fful 
check>  till  the  diflentiona  that  divided  the  two 
nations  in  1718.  At  (his  period  tlic  Negroesde-. 
fertcd  their  works  in  ntuUitudes.  This  lofs  in- 
duced the  French  to  think,  iof  reviving  their  old 
projed  of  expelling  totally  from  the  ifland  fuch 
neighbours!  who  were  equally  dangerous  from. 
their  indolence,  as  others  would  be  from  their, 
turbulent  fpirit.  The  war  .did  not  Uft  ipng, 
enough  i;o  bring  about  this  revolution^  At  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace,  Philip  V.  gave  orders 
for  the  rellitittion  'of  all  the  fugitives  ^hac  fould 
be  found.  They  were  juft  embarked,  to  be  fent 
to  their  old.maftcrs,  >yhen  the  people  role  and 
refcued  thfm  j  fin  ^^  >yhich  wp  cquld  hardly 
difapprpve,  had  (hey.beqn  prompted  (o  it  by 
humanity,  rather  than  by  national  hatred.  It.  wil} 
filways  be  pleaGng  iq  fee  people  excjted  to  re- 
bellion on  account  of  the  flavcry  of  the  Negroes, 
Thofe  who  were  refcued  on  this  occafion,  fled 
into  inacceflible  rnQi)nt4ifis,  wliere  they  h^ve  Hnce 
multiplied  to  fuch  3  degree,  as  to  be  able  to  afr 
fprd  a  fafe  retreat  tp  all  the  flaves  that  can  find 
means  to  jcwn  theni.  .  There,  in  confcquence  of 
|he  cruelty  of  civilized  nations,  they  become  as 
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free  and  as  favage  as  tigers  i  in  cxpeftalion,  ptr-  **Jt* 
haps,  of  a  chief  and  a  conqueror,  who  may  re-  *■■  ,  '...> 
itore  the  violated  rights  of  mankind,  byTeizing 
upon  an  iHand  which  fcems  to  have  been  in- 
tended for  the  fiaves  who  till  the  ground,  and  no( 
for'  {he  tyrants  who  water  ic  with  the  blood  of 
(hofc  vit^ims. 

The  prefent  fyllem  of  polrtics  will  not  allow 
France  and  Spain  to'  be  iat  war  with  each  other; 
Should  any  event  occafion  a  rupture  between  'the 
swo  nations,  notwithftanding  .the  compa^  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  it  wotild  probably  be  bue  .. 
a  tranfient  quarrel,  that  would  not  allow  time'for 
prbje£ting  conquefts  which  muft  &)9n  be  reftored.' 
The  «nterprizes  on  both  fides  woirid^  therefore,  bd 
confined  to  cfao  ravaging  of  the  country;  and  in 
this  cafe  the  nation  that  does  not  cultivate,  at  lead 
at  St.  Domingo,  would  prove  formidable,  by  it'S' 
very  poverty,  to  chat  which  has  already  made 
ibmc  progrefs  in. the  culture  of  it's  lands.  A 
Caftilian  governor  was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he 
once  wrote  to  the  French  commandant,  that,  i€ 
Ifcfbrped  him. to  an  invafion,  he  would  deftroy 
more  in  the  porppafs  of  one  kague,  than  the' 
French  could,  if  they  were  to  lay  wafte  all  the 
couhtry  he  commanded. 

.HENCE  it  is  demonftrable,  that,  ifa  war  fhould 
break,  out  in  Europe  between  thefe  two  powers, 
the  mod  adive  of  them  ought  to  fue  for  a  neur 
Crality  in  favour  of  this  iiland,  Ic  ought  even,  as 
it  haih  often  been  faid,  to  folicit  the  abfolute 
jceffion  of  a  poffeffion  which  is  ufelefs,  or  bur- 
fhenfome,  to  it's  pofleflbr.  We  know  not  whe- 
ther 
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•  *  *  •*  thcr  the  court  of  Verfatlles  have  ever  cntcrttiiw4 

Vrvn-'  chU  ambitious  idea.    But  how  much  muft  ws 

iuppofe  that  the  Spaoilh  mintftry  would  have 

been  ayerfe  from  this  ceflion*    when  they  have 

flated  (o  many  difficulties,  refpefking  the  5xiiig 

of  the  confi^efi  aod  micertain  iimjta  ofthe^twa 

nations  i  This  treaty,  ardently  defirpd,  prt^ectef) 

for  a  long  nixie,..4nd  even  begot)  at.ieveral  inter- 

yajs,  hath  been  at  length  QOQcli^ed  in  I77^« 

B»Fib«      .  'The  only -equitable  acid  .'ce^onable  bafts,  of 

t^>    '     thefe  negQciAtigns,  Ihould'h^e-.beien  the  li|4te  of 

&"^„  Ihffe  poOeffion*  in  J700.    .  ,. 

kttMu'        A'^    thi«>  pewod,    both   nations    being  upoa 

Si.Dwma-    ftjendly  terms,  remained  the  jttft  owners  of  cho' 

™  lands  fhey  t^n  poflcfled.    The  incroachmeilW 

made  during. the  oourfe  of  this  century,  by  the 

fub)e£ls  of  one  of  the  crowns,  are  the  inp-oacti" 

nicnts  of  indiriduah  upon  each  .otheri  they  ac* 

^  become  lawful  poffeflbrs.  by.  being  toleratedf 

amd  the  rights  x)f:botb  powers  are  ftill  the*faiiic> 

fince  they  have  liot  been  abrogated,  direfliy  or 

indireSly,  bjr.any  conventia»i  ■,)■, 

But  itis'cxrtain,  from  incoAt0ftible-fa3«]-tha^ 
m  the  beginniAg-  of  thtS'  ceafaryi  the  French) 
poflefiions,-  which  ate  now  bounded  on  the  north*, 
^rn  coaft  by  the  river  of  Maffacrc,  extended  then- 
tb  the  river  Rebone,  Thofp  of  the  fontbern 
coaft,  which  had  been  carried  on  as  far  as  the 
river  of  Ncybe,  have  been  at  prefent  flopped  at 
the  inlet  of  Picre.  This  furprizing  revolution  19 
the  natural  coniequence  of  the  geconomical  fyftern, 
of  the  two  neighbouring  nations.  The  one  which 
(us  applied  iticlf  chicSy  tQ  agriculture,  has  col- 
lefted 
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le&vh  all  it's  p60effi&ns  towards  the  moft  frc--  *  ^^o  * 
jquemed  portsi  where  the  produce  might  be  moft  t_  /  ^ 
certainly  and  advantagcoufly  difpofed  of.  The 
(Mker,  whofi:  ftjbjefts  have  always'  contmtied 
fliepherdSf  tcktk  poOeflion  of  all  the  lands  that 
were  abandoned,  for  the  brecatUg-  of  more  Cattlel 
The  paftores  have  waturslty  been  enlarged,  and 
lie  fields  cpntra<Ited,  or  at  Itiaft  brought- clofet 
tbgether.  ■_■.-.■■  i 

A  irtGOTiATiON  properly  condafted,"  would 
have  reftored  France  to  that Tiniation  itf  which  it 
was  when  it  gaVt  a  king  to  the  Spaniards.  Tiiii 
*as  the  wifli  of  equity  and  of  reafonj  which'wcre 
jibt  deRhjtts  that  aftive  colonifts,  who  render  th4 
Jand  which  they  fertilize  iifeful,  fliould  be  facri- 
ficed  to  a  fmail  mimber  of  vagabonds,  who  con- 
fomc,  without  aflifting, '  in  theft:  produftions'. 
Neverthelefs,  from  motives  of  policy,  the  fpHngs 
pf  which  arc  liriknow'n  to  us,  the  court  of  Ver- 
fatMes  have  given  up  what  they  formerfy  poffcf- 
fed,  and  confined  themfelves  to  whait  they  were  " 
in  nftual  poffeffion  of,  upon  rhc  borders  of  t1i4 
fea,  ar  the  time  of  the  convention.  But  hath 
this  power,  at  leaft  tegained  in  the  inland  parts, 
what  it  hath  facrificed  upon  the  coaft  f  We  are 
Vindef  the  rteceffity  of  declaring,  that  it  hath  not 
fTceivcd  thb  fmalleft  indemnity. 

BtroRE  the  treaty,  the  French  colony  formed  a 
a  kind  of  crefcent,  the  convexity  of  which  pro- 
(Juced,  around  the  mountains,  an  extent  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues  of  coaft  to  the  North, 
to  the  Weft,  and  to  the  South  of  the  illand.  The 
fiimc  arrangement  fublifts  fince  the  limits  have 
been 
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■  ^n?  ^  '*""  ftalcd;  fooner  or  later  it  mud  be  changed* 
w-yf.^  for  ji  region  which  muft  prevaU'  over  all  other 
connderations* 

The  French  fettlements,  to  the  Weft  and  the 
South,  are  divided  from  thofe  to  the  North  by 
the  Spanifh  territory.  The  impofCbiltty  of  fuc- 
couriog  each  other>  cxpofes  thenit  (Ejiarately  to 
the  invafion  of  a  power  which.. i^  equally  an 
enemy  to  both  nations.  Common  int^feft  will 
deterjnine  the  court  of  Madrid,  to  %  the  limits 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  her  ally  may  meet  with 
the  affiliance  that  nwy  be  wanted  for  her  defence. 
But  this  can  never  be,  unlefs  a  lini:  be  draw'i^ 
from  the  two  fixed  points  upon  the  banks  of  the 
ocean,  which  ihall  determine  the  property  of  ttuf 
fwo  people.  In  vain  would  Spain  perpetually 
grant  lo  it's  neighbour  the  liberty  of  palling 
through  it's  ftatcs,  as  it  did  in  1748,  for  a  timet 
this  coipplair*nce  would  be  of  no  ufe.  That  fpace, 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues,  is  interfefted  with 
^lountain?  fo  fteep,  forefts  fo  thick,  ravins  fa 
fleep,  and  rivers  fp  irrfgglar  in  th^ir  courie,  as  . 
to  render  it  imprafticabje  for  an  arnoy  to  pafs 
^  through  it  ii)  it's  prefent  fituation.  Immenf? 
labours  would  be  requilite  to  ren(}er  it  ufeful, 
pnd  thofe  will  never  be  rxecgted,  unlefs  by  or-^ 
ders  of  the  crown  to  which  the  tjoniain  belongs. 
The  court  of  Madrid  will  the  more  readily  de- 
termine to  cede  this  communication^  fq  necefr 
fary  to  a  nation  whofe  interefts  are  the  fanif:  as 
their  own,  as  the  intermediate  territory  isof  littl^ 
value.  It  is  rugged,  not  very  fertile,  and  at  a 
gre^t  diftance  from  th?  ^ea.  A  few  fcattered 
flocks 
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flocks  only  are  feen  upon  it.     The  proprietors^of  "  ^,^f  * 
chefe  uncuicivaced  lands,  would  be  indcmnifieii  i— >v>«^ 
by  France,  with  a  gencrofity  which  woiild  leave' 
them  no  room  to  regret  what  they  had  loft. 

Whek  the  pnfleffions  of  the  a>Iony  are  thus  Mt»tu' 
conneded  and  fupportcd  internally,  by  an  unin-  F«nthpi« 
terruptcd  chain  of  communication,   the  enemy  tfin(ob*«i 
will    be  more  eafily   repulfed.     If  the   EngliQi  '^("'f^ 
mean  to  attack  St.  Domingo  by  the  Weft  or  fwe'o  i*- 
South,  they  will  coUeft  their  forces  at  Jamaica  t  *  ""^ 
if  by  the  North,  they  will  make  their  prepara- 
tions at  the  Windward  IQands,  and  moft  pro- 
bably at  Antigua,  which  Is  the  magazine  of  their 
naval  ftores. 

The  Weft  and  South  are  incapable  of  being 
defended.  The  immenfc  extent  of  the  traft,  ren- 
ders it  impolTible  to  maintain  any  connexion  or 
regularity  in  the  motion  of  the  troops.  If  they 
Ihould  be.  difperfed,  they  would  become  ufelcfs 
by  being  thus  divided;  if  they  fhould  be  col- 
icftcd  for  the  defence  of  fuch  pofts  as  arc  moft 
liable  to  be  attacked,  from  the  natural  wcaknefs 
of  their  pofition,  they  would  be  in  danger  of 
being  all  toft  together.  Large  battalions  would 
only  be  burthcnlbmc  to  fuch  extenfive  coafts, 
which  prefent  too  much  flank  and  too  much 
front  fo  the  enemy..  It  will  only  be  neceffary  to 
erc(5t,  or  keep  up,  batteries  to  pi-ote£t  the  roads;, 
the  merchanc-ihips,  and  the  coafting- trade;  to 
keepofF privateers,  and  even  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  a  man  of  war  or  two,  that  might  cpme_to 
ravage  the  coaftj  and  levy  eoniributions.  The 
light  troops,  which  arc  fulEcient  to  fupport  thefe 
-  1  batteries,         > 
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*  ritt  *  batteries,  will  give  ground  in  propcM-tion  tH  tke 

Wv--^  advances  of  the  enemy,  and  only  take  care  t» 

avoid  furrendering  till  they  are  irl  danger. 

But  it  is  not  ncceflary  to  rcfinquifti  every  kind, 
of  defence.  At  the  back  of  each  coaft,  there 
fliould  be  a  place  for  llieiter  and  for  reinforce-' 
hients }  always  open  for  retreat,  oiit  of  the  enemy's 
l-cach,  fafe  from  infults,  and  able  to  refill  their 
attack.  This  fliould  be  a  narrow  pafs^  capable  ' 
ftf  being  intrenched^  and  of  defending  the  troops 
to  advantage.  From  thefe  impregnable  retreatsi 
the  conqueror  might  continually  be  haraffedj 
*Fho,  having  no  ftrong  hold,  wilt  be  perpctuallf 
fcxpofed  to  a  furprlfe  j  and  will  foontr  or  later  ht 
bbliged  to  reimbark. 

The  northern  coaft,  richer,  more  populous; 
and  lefs  extenfive  than  the  other  two,  is  more 
adapted  to  fupport  a  land  frar,  and  id  make  i 
t-egular  defence. 

The  fea-fide,  which  is  more  or  left  fiill  of  reefii 
affords  in  many  places  a  fwampy  ground  j.  and  th«  ' 
mangroves  which  cover  thefe  martties,  make 
them  quite  impenetrable.  This  natural  defence 
Is  not  fo  common  as  it  was,  fince  many  of  thefe 
coppices  have  been  cut  away.  But  the  landing- 
places,  which  are  commonly  no  better  than  gaps; 
flanked  by  thefe  woods  overflowed  with  water, 
require  but  a  moderate  front  to  (top  them  gpi 
Magazines,  and  other  ftone  buildings,  are  com- 
jrion  therej  they  furnifh  ports  for  the  creaion  of 
battlements,  and  fecure  the  pUcing  of  feme 
iiiaiked  batteries; 
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.This  firft  line  of  the  Ihore  fceniB  to  promife,  '  °^^  * 
that  a  Qos£t  of  eighteen  leagues,  lb  welt  defeoded  >■— y^ 
by  nature;  woilld,  when  fetonded  by  the  valout 
of  the  Frcnchj  put  the  enemy  in  danger  of  beinj 
beaten  the  nioment  they  fliould  land.  If  their 
fchemA  were  difcovered,  of  if  the  difpofitioni 
they  Were  making  at  fea  fiiould,  from  a  diftance, 
point  out  the  place  of  their  landing,  the  fo^oey 
Blight  repair,  thither  and  prevent  it.  But  expe- 
rience Ibews  the  infallible  advantage  of  fquadroitf 
at  aochOT. 

It  is  not  only  by  the  Bring  of  broadftdes  {rook 
the  Ihips  to  cover  the  approach  of  boats,  it  is  by 
the  impoffibility  there  is  of  guarding  every  part 
of  the  cosft,  that  a  fquadron  at  anchtJr  can  eifily 
cffe^  landing,  aS  it  is  a  conftant  check  to  lb  many 
|daces  at  once.  Land  forces  move  very  Qowly 
about  the  windings  of  the  coa(l>  while  the  bost» 
and  floops  arrive  fpeedily  by  a  fliM-ter  way.  The 
aJTatlant  fellows  the  ftring,  while  the  other  rauft  - 
gQ  all  ^ong  the  bow;  Difappointed  and  wearied 
out  with  a  variety  of  motions,  the  Jatter  is  i^u: 
iefs  apprehenfive  of  thofe  he  fees  in  the  day-time,- 
^an  of  the  maBCBUvres  of  the  night  «hich  iw 
Cannot  fee:.  • 

Iitr  OTdcr  to  be  able  tooppofe  a  defceat,  the 
firft  thing  to  be  done  is  to  fappofe  it  aftually  w- 
eon^Hlbed ;  all  our  courage  and  ftrength  is  thffn 
iscrted  in  taking  adraotage  of  the  delays  pr  wVr 
tekes  of  the  enemy.  As  fbon  as  the^  are  obfef  wjl 
Bt  fea,  they  may  immediately  be  expie£):ed  on  lawl* 
A  large  fl»re,  on  wl?ich  a  landing  may  be  effeftedi 

will 
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*  K1U  ^   '^^'^  always  leave  the  plain  of  the  Gape  open  ttf 
b— V---'   invafion  j   fo  that  the  chief  attention  muft  be  dl-' 
reAed,  not  to  the  fea-Qiorei  bue  to  the  intend 
parts. 
'  The  inland  parts  are  in  general  covered  vith 

•  fugar-canes>  which  being  more  or  lefs  high,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  degree  of  maturity,  fucceffirely 
make  the  Belds  appear  fo  many  thickets^  Thele 
are  o<!canonA)ly  fet  on  fire>  either  to  cover  a 
inarch,  or  to  retard  the  enemy's  purfait,  eo  de- 
ceive or  aftonifh  him.  In  two  hours  timej 
inftead  of  fields  covered  with  crops,  nothing  is 
to  be  feen  but  an  imnienfe  walle,  covered  with 
ftubble. 

Th£  partitions  of  the  cane  groundsi  the  fa-t 
vfllltiahsj  and  the  ftorehoufes  for  provifions,  da 
not  obftruA  the  motions  of  an  army  more  than 
our  meadows.  Inftead  of  our  villages,  they  have 
their  habitations,  which  ire  not  fo  full  of  people, 
■  but  are  more  numerous.  The  thick  and'  ftraight 
hedges  of  citron-trees  arc  clofer  and  more  impe*' 
netrable  than  the  fences  that  inclofc  our  fields^ 
This  is  what  conftitutes  the  greatcft  difference  in 
the  view  of  the  fields  of  America  and  thofe  of 
Europe, 

A  sMAtL  number  of  riversj  fome  hollow  waysj 
very  low  hillocks,  a  foil  generally  even,  fome 
dikes  conftrufled  againft  inundations,  few  ditches, 
if  any,  one  or  two  forefts,  not  very  thick  fet  with 
■trees,  a  fmall  number  of  moralTes,  a  ground  that 
is  overflowed  in  a  ftorm,  and  grows  dufly  again 
'  with  twelve  hours  funlhine,  rivers  that  are  full 
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hne  ^zy,  ahd  dried  up  the  nextj    thefe  are  the  ^  ^jj°  "^ 
general  appearances  of  the  plain  of  the  Cape,  ^..^y-^ 
This  diverfity  ipuft  afford  advantageous  encamp- 
ments, and  it  muft  evir  be  remembicred,  that  ia 
a  dcfenfivc  war,  .the  poll  oflc  removes  to,  cannot 
be  too  neaf'the  one  that  is  quitted. 

It  is  h6t  the  province  of  a  writer  to  prefcribe 
rules  to  military  men.  CJefar  himfclf  has  loldu'a 
what  he  has  done,  not  what  we  are  "to  do.  To- 
pographical defcriptions,  determining  the  good- 
nefa  of  fuch  or  fuch  a  poft,  the  combination  of 
marches,  the  an  of  encampments  and  retreats,  the 
moft  learned  theory  j  all  thefe  muft  be  fubmitted 
to  the  'eye  of  the  general,  who,  with  the  prin- 
ciples in  his  mind,  and  the  materials  in  his  hand, 
applies  both  to  the  circumilances  of  time  and 
place,  as  they  chance  to  occur.  The  militar3r 
genius,  though  mathematical,  is  dependent  on 
fortune,  which  fuits  the  order  of  the  operations 
to  the  diverfity  of  appearances.  Rules  are  liable 
to  numberlefs  exceptions,  which  muft  be  difco- 
vcred  in  the  inftant.  The  very  execution  almoft 
always  alters  the  plan,  and  difcompofes  the  fyftem 
of  an  at^ion;  The  courage  or  timidity  of  the 
troops,  the  radinefs  of  the  enemy,  the  cafual  fuc- 
cefs  9f  his  meafiires,  an  accidental  combat,  an 
unforcfeen  event,  a  ftorm  that  fwells  a  torrent,  a. 
high  wind  that  conceals  a  fnare  or  an  ambufcade 
under  clouds  of  duft,  thunder  that  frightens 
the  horfes,  or  is  confounded  with  the  report  of 
the  cannon,  the  temperature  of  the  air,  which 
conftanlly  influences  the  fpirits  of  the  com- 
mander and  the  blood  of  the  foldiers:   alt  thefe 
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B  Sin  ^  *^^  ^°  many  natural  or  moral  caufes,  which,  by 
U-V-— ■  their   uncertainty,    may  overturn    the    bcft-con- 
ccrted  projefts. 

Whatever  place  is  made  choice  of  for  a  de- 
fcent  at  St.  Domingo,  the  town  of  the  Cape  will 
always  be  the  objeft  of  it.  The  landing  will 
be  fomewhere  in  the  bay  of  the  Cape,  where  the 
feips  will  be  rtrady  to  augment  the  land-forces 
with  two-thirds  of  their  crews,  and  to  furnilh 
them  with  artillery,  ammunition,  and  whatever 
they  may  want  for  the  ficge  of  that  opulent  for- 
trefs.  It  is  towards  this  bulwark  of  the  colony 
that  all  endeavours  to  keep  ofF  the  aflailer  muft 
be  direfted.  The  choice  of  advantageous  poHcions 
will,  in  fome  meafure,  compenf^te  for  the  inequa- 
lity of  numbers.  At  the  moment  of  landing,  the 
ground  muft  be  difputcd  by  fupporting  a  kind  of 
falfe  attack,  without  engaging  the  whole  of  the 
troops.  Thefe  muft  be  pofted  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  fecure  two  retreats,  the  one  towards  the 
Cape,  to  form  the  garrifon  of  that  place,  the 
other  in  the  narrow  pafTes  of  the  mountains, 
■  where  they  will  keep  an  intrenched  camp,  from 
whence  they  may  annoy  the  befiegers,  and  retard 
the  taking  of  the  place.  Should  the  place  fur- 
render,  as  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  to  favour 
the  evafion  of  the  troops  when  they  evacuate  it, 
the  conqueft  would  not  yet  be  completed.  The 
mountains  in  which  they  would  take  refuge,  in- 
accefllble  to  an  army,  furround  the  plain  with  a 
double  or  treble  chain,  and  guard  the  inhabited 
parts,  by  very  narrow  pafles,  which  may  be  eafily 
defended.    The  principal  of  thefe  is  the  defile  of 
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the  great  river,  where  the  enemy  would  find  two 
«r  three  pafles  of  the  river,  that  reach  from  one 
mountain  to  the  other.  In  this  place  four  or  five 
hundred  men  would  ftop  the  .molt  numerous 
army,  by  only  finking  the  bed  of  the  waters; 
This  refinance  might  be  fecdndcd  by  25,000 
inhab.itantsi  both  white  and  black,  who  are 
leitted  in  thefe  vallies.  As  the  white  men  are 
more  numerous  here  than  upon  the  richer  lands^ 
and  their  crops  are  fmaller,  they  cannot  afford 
to  confume  any  great  quantity  of  the  produce  of 
Europe,  fo  that  what  they  cultivate  is  chiefly  for 
their  own  fubfiftence;  from  this  they  might  eafily 
fupply  the  troops  that  fliould  defend  their  coun- 
try. Any  deficiency  in  the  article  of  frefli  meat 
could  be  made  up  by  the  Spaniards,  who  breed 
vaft  quantities  of  cattle  on  the  backs  of  ihcfe 
mountains. 

Aftbk  all,  it  rnay  happen  that  the  firilinefs  of 
the  troops  may  be  funk  under  the  want  of  provi- 
fionB  or  warlike  ftores,  and  they  may  be  either 
forced  or  turned  back.  This  fuggefted  the  idea 
fome  years  ago  at  Verfailles,  of  building  a  for-' 
tificd  town  in  the  center  of  the  mountains.  Mar- 
flial  NoaiDcs  was  a  warm  advocate  for  this  fehemei 
It  was  then  imagined,  that  by  means  of  fome  re^ 
doubts  of  earth  Scattered  upon  different  parts  of 
the  coaft,  the  enemy  might  be  enticed  by  regular 
attacks,  and  infeafibly  exhaufted  by  the  lofs  of  a 
great  number  of  men,  in  a  climate  where  fickneft 
fuddenly  proves,  more  deftrudive  than  the  fwordi 
It  was  fuggefted  that  no  more  Itrong  holds  Oiould 
be  erifted  on  the  frontiers,  where  they  lie  expofed 
O  9  Uf 
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'  xm  '^  'Q  <^<  invafioo  of  the  mafters  of  the  kn  becaule^ 
^'  M  '  while  they^  aic  unable  to  d^eod  their  own  habita- 
tions, they  become  Co  many,  bulwarks  for  the  can- 
(fuerors,  who  can  eaJily  take,  and  guard  them  with 
their  fliips,  and  depofe  or  draw  from  thence  arms 
and  men  to  ihtimidaae  tke  vanqurflied.  An  en- 
tirely open  country  was  better,  in  their  c^nion, 
far  a  power  that  has  no  maritime  ftrength>.  than 
forces  difperfed  aad  forfaken  upon  Ihores,  trailed 
and  depopulated  by  the  inclemency  of  the  clt- 
mate. 

It  was  in  the  center  of  the  tfland  that  the 
ftrongeft  place  of  defence  was  expeAed  to  be 
made.  A  road  of  twenty  or  thirty  leagues,  full  of 
obftacles,  where  every  march  muft  be  attended 
-with  feveral  engagements,  in  which  the  advantage 
of  the  pofls  -would  render  a  detachment  formid- 
able to  a  whole  army ;  where  the  removing  of 
the  artillery  would  be  tedious  and  laborious; 
where  the  difficulty  of  coovoys,  and  the  diftanctf 
of  communicatipn  with  the  ocean  j  where  every- 
thing, -in  fhoFt,.  would  confpire  to  deftroy  the 
enemy :  fucfa  was  to  be,  ai  it  were,  the  glads  of 
the  intended  fortification.  This  capital  was  to 
ftand  upon  high  ground,  where  the  air  is  mora 
pure  and  temperate  than  in  the  plains-  beneath  %. 
in  the  midft  of  a  country  which  would  fupply 
the  town  with  necelTarKSi  furrounded  with  Aqckt 
and  herds,  which,  feeding  upon  a  foil  moft  fa- 
vourable to  their  increafc,  would  be  referved  for 
times  of  want ;  provided  with  .ftorehoufes  .pt>o- 
portioned  to  the  town  and  garrifon:  fuch  a 
city  would  have  changed  the  colooy  into  a  king* 
dom. 
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dom,   able  to  fupporc  itfeif  for  a  long  time  j   ■  °  ,JJ  *^ 
whereas  it's  prefent  opulence  does  but  weaken  it,   •.^.-^i^.f 
and  having  fuperfluities  without  neceflaries>  ic  en- 
riches a  few  proprietors^  without  affording  them 
fuftenance. 

If  the  enemy  had  made  themfelves  maftcrs  of 
riic  fca-coaft-,  which  would  not  be  difputed  with 
them,  and  were  deGrous  of  collc6Ung  the  produce 
of  the  lands,  they  would  ftand  in  need  of  whole 
armies  to  keep  merely  upon  thedcfenfivc;  for  the 
continual  excurfions  from  the  center  would  not 
permit  them  do  more  than  this^  The  troops  in 
the  inland  parts  of  the  ifland>  alwaysfure  of  afe- 
fpeflable  retreat,  might  eaflly  be  relieved  by  re- 
cruits-from  Europe,  which  would  find  nodifficulty 
in.  penetrating  to  the  center  of  a  circle  of  fo  im- 
menfe  a  circumference  i  whereas  all  the  Engltfti- 
fleets  would  not-  be  fufficient  to  tilt  up  the  vacancies' 
which  die  climate  would  be  continually  making 
in  their  garrifons. 

Notwithstanding  the  evidence  of  thefead- 
vantages,  the  project  of  a  fortification  in*he  moun- 
tains has  been  dropt,  and  a  fyftem  purfoed,  which 
would  confine  the  whole  defence  of  the  illand-to  the 
Mole  of  St.  Nicholas.  This  new  plan  could  noe 
fail  of  being  applauded,  by  the  planters,  who  were 
not  fond  of  citadels  and  gardfons  near  their 
plantations,  as  they  are  more  injurious  than  they 
can  poflibly  be  beneficial  to  them.  They  arcfen- 
fible,  that'the  whole  force  being  diredcd  to  ono 
point,  they  fliould  have  none  but  light  troops  lefc 
in  their  neighbourhood  on  the  three  co^s,  which 
we  fuflkient  to  drive  away  the  pfivatecrs  by  the 
0  3  aOlftance 
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B  <*  o  K   affiftance  of  their  batteries  J  and  arc,  befldes,  very 
tj   ,      ■    convenient  defenders,  ever  ready  to  yield  without 
rdiftancc,  and  to  difperfeor  capitulate  on  the  leaft 
intinnacion  of  an  invafion. 

This  plan,  fo  favourable  to  private  intereft, ' 
has  alfo  met  with  the  approbation  of  fome  perfons 
well  verfed  in  military  affairs.  They  were  of 
opinion,  that  the  few  troops  which  the  colony- 
wilt  admit  of,  being  in  s  manner  loll  in  fo  large 
an  ifland  as  St.  Domingo,  would  make  an  ap- 
pearance at  the  Mole.  Bombardopolis  is  the 
place  that  has  been  chofen,  as  the  moft  refpeft- 
able  poft.  This  new  city  ftands  on  the  margin 
of  a  plain,  which  is  fufRciently  elevated  to  render 
it  cool  and  temperate.  It's  territory  is  covered 
with  a  natural  favannah,  and  adorned  with  groves 
of  palm-trees  of  various  kinds.  It  is  not  com- 
manded ;  which  is  an  uncommon  circurhftance  at 
St.  Domingo.  It  might  be  made  a  regular  for- 
tification, and  of  any  degree  of  ftrength.  If  it  did 
not  prevent  an  invafion,  it  would,  aticaft,  prevent- 
the  conquerors  from  getting  a  firm  eftablifliment 
upon  the  coafts. 

It  were  to  be  wiflied,  fay  the  partizans  of  this 
new  fyflem,  that,  from  the  firft  moment  the 
works  had  been  begun  at  the  Mole,  it  had  at  the 
fame  time  been  fortified  to  the  degree  that  fo  ad- 
vantageous-a  fituation  would  admit  of.  It  is  a 
(reafure,  the  poflcfTion  of  which  (hould  have  been 
ice u red  as  foon  as  it-was  difcovered.  Should 
this  valuable  key  of  St.  Domingo,  and,  indeed, 
of  all  America,  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
li!h,  this  Gibraltar  of  America  would  be  more 
■   "       ■  -     '  fatai 
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to 
Europe. 

It  is  no  wonder,  if  all  the  precaurions  which 
have  been  taken  hitherto  for  the  defence  of  St. 
Domingo,  have  been  condufted  with  fo  little 
judgment.  As  long  as  forecaft  and  proteftion 
fiiall  be  confined  to  fecondary  means,  which  can 
only  protract,  not  prevent,  the  conqucft  of  tfjis 
jfland,  no  invariable  plan  can  be  putfued.  Fixed 
principles  are  the  cxclufive  privilege  of  fuch  pow- 
ers as  can  depend  upon  their  naval  force,  to  prevent 
the  lofs,  or  fecure  the  recovery  fof,  their  colo- 
nies. Thofe  of  France  have  not  hitherto  been 
guarded  by  thofe  floating  arfenals,  which  can  aC 
the  fame  time  attack  and  defend  j  but  this  power 
hath  at  length  been  rouzed,  and  it's  navy  is  be- 
coming formidable.  But  docs  fhe  govern  her 
poflefnons  abroad  by  the  maxims  of  found  policy 
and  good  order?  This  is  what  we  ftall  next  iflr 
quire  into. 

The  Britilh  government,  ever  aftuated  by  the 
national  fpirif,  which  feldom  deviates  from  the 
true  interefts  of  the  ftate,  has  carried  into  the 
New  World  that  right  of  property  which  is  the 
ground-work  of  her  legiflation.  From  a  convic- 
tion, that  man  never  thinks  he  has  the  entire 
poflefTion  of  any  thing  but  what  he  has  lawfully 
acquired;  they  have,  indeed,  fold  the  lands  in 
the  iQands  but  at  a  very  moderate  price  to  fuch 
as  were  willing  to  clear  them.  Thisharh  appear- 
ed the  fureft  way  to  haften  the  cultivation  of  ihcmi 
jind  to  prevent  partialities  and  jealoufies,  the  ne- 
O  4  ceffary 
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B.  o  o  K  ccflatjr  <foqJliajMcnccs  of  4  diftribution  ^idcd  by 
^^— _j  caprice  or  favour. 

iiibenebt      Fkancc  hi%  \^cn  ATTicihod  feemtngljr  more 

^,i"^»l    gcjifpy^  but  DOt  fo  prudeni,  that  of  granting 

wift;«ii,in      laflds  to  allwho  applied  for  them.     In  the  infan; 

UUaiur       ftatQof  thcfe  colonies^  a  vagabond  went  into  the 

midftof  the  forcfts  a;id  marked  out  the  fpace  of 

greater  or  lefs  extent  which  he  chofe  to  occupy, 

and  6xed  it's  limits  by  cutting  down  -trees  all 

arpund  it. 

Tui£  confuGon  could  not  laft  long^  and  yet 
authority  did  not  choofe  to  ftrip  thofe  who  ha4 
thus  fettled  ^eir  owin  rights.  It  was  ordained 
only  that  for  the  future  there  fljould  be  no  legi- 
timate property  but  that  which  was  granted  by 
the  adminiftra:tors.  Proteftioa  became  then  rfie 
only  rule  of  thedidributionsi  without  any  regard 
to  talents  or  to  njeans,  Indeed,  it  was  llipulated, 
that  they  fliould.  begin  their  fettlements  within  a 
year  after  the  grant,  and  not  difcontipue  the 
clearing  of  tfje  ground,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture. 
But,  befide  the  hardlliip  of  requiring  thofe  men 
to  be  at  the  cxpencc  of  clearing  the  land,  viht), 
could  not  afford  to  purchafe,  the  penalty  fell  upon- 
thofe  only,  who  not  having  the  advantage  of 
family  apd  fgrcpoe,  could  not  make  intercft  with 
the  great;  or  upon  minors,  who  being  left  dc- . 
f^itutc  by  the  death  of,  their  parents,  ought  rather 
to  have,bei:Q  aflifted  by  the  publicj.  whereas  every, 
proprietor  wfhq  *^s  well  recommended  or  fuppori^, 
ed,  was, noi;  caJied. to,  account,  though  he  let  hia, 
grounds  lip  fallow. 

To 
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To  diU  partiality,  which  evidently  retanjed  the  ■  g  ^  k 
progrefs  of  the  colonies,  we  may  add  a, number  of  -.^  ,  \ij 
ill-judged  regulations  relative  to  cultivation. 
J'irft,  it  was  required  of  every  pcrfpn  who  obtained 
a  grant  of  land,  to  plant  500  trenches  of  manioc 
for  every  flave  he  had  upon  his  plantation.  This 
order  was  equally  detrimental  both  to  private  and 
public  intereCl,  as  ic  compelled  the  planter  to 
encumber  his  ground  with  this  ordinary  produc- 
tion, when  it  was  able  to  yield  richer  crops  j  and 
rendered  the  poor  grounds,  whjch  were  only  fit 
for  this  kind  of  culture,  ufelefs.  This  doiible 
error  could  not  but  leffcn  the  growth  of  all  kinds 
of  commodities  J  and,  indeed,  this  law,  which 
laid  a  reftraint  upon  the  difpofal  of  property,  has 
never  been  ftri£tly  put  in  execution ;  but  as  it  has  * 
alfo  never  been  repealed,  it  ftill  remains  afcourge 
in  the  hand  of  an  ignorant,  capricious,  or  violent 
minifter,  who  may  chufe  tomake  ufe.of  it  againft  ' 
the  inhabitants.  This  evil,  great  as  it  is,  is,  how- 
ever, the  Icaft  of  thofe  they  have  to  complain  of 
from  adminiftration.  The  reftraint  of  the  Agra- 
rian law  is  ftill  increafed  by  the  burden  of  labours 
jmpofed  upon  the  vaffals. 

There  was  a  time  in  Europe,  that  of  the  feudal, 
government,  when  gold  and  filver  was  litile  re- 
garded in  public  or  private  tranfa^Uons.  The 
nobles  fervcd  the  Rate,  not  with  their  purfes,  but, 
with  their  perfonsi  and  thofe  of  their  vaflals,, 
who  were  their  property  by  right  of  conqueft,, 
paid  them  a  kind  of  quit-rent  or  homage,  either- 
iii  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  or  in  fo  much  labour,, 
fhefc  cuftoms,  fo  deftruftivc  to  men  and  lands,, 
tended 
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'  vin  ^  tended  to  perpetuate  that  barbarity  to  which  they 
"■■  v--^  owed  their  rife.  But  at  length  they  were  gradu- 
ally laid  afidc,  as  the  authority  of  kings  prevailed 
in  overthrowing  the  independence  and  tyranny  of 
the  great,  by  reftoring  freedom  to  the  people. 
The  prince,  now  become  the  folemafter,  abolifh- 
cd,  as  a  magifl-rate,  fome  abufcs  arifing  from  the 
right  of  war,  which  deftroys  every  other  right. 
But  fevcral  of  ihefc  ufurpations,  which  time  had 
confecrated,  were  ttill  retained.  That  of  the 
average,  or  a  certain  proportion  of  labour  requir- 
ed of  [lie  vaffals,  has  been  kept  up  in  feme  ftatcs, 
■where  the  nobles  have  loft  almoft  every  advantage, 
though  the  pepple  have  not  acquired  any.  The 
liberty  of  France  is  at  this  day  infringed  by  this 
public  bondage;  and  this  injuftice  has  been  re- 
duced into  3  fyftcm,  as  if  to  give  it  a  colour  of 
juftice, 

Who  wpuld  imagine  that  in  the  moft  enlight- 
ened age  of  the  nation,  at  a  time  when  the  rights 
of  man  have  been  moft  rigidly  difcuffcd,  when 
the  principles  of  natural  morality  have  no  longer 
been  contradicted,  under  the  reign  of  a  benefi- 
cent king,  under  humSne  minifters,  and  under 
upright  magiftrates;  who  would  imagine,  thai  it 
Ibould  have  been  pretended  to  be  confident  with 
the  order  of  juftice  and  agreeable  to  the  cqnftitu- 
tion  of  the  ftate,  that  a  fct  of- unhappy  people 
who  have  no  property,  ftiouid  be  dragged  from 
their  huts,  taken  from  their  repofe,  or  from  their 
labours,  they,  their  wives,  their  children,  and  . 
their  cattle,  in  order  to  go  an^l  exhauft  themT 
i^Ives'after  long  fatigues  in  labours  of  a  new 
kind  i 
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kind  J  in  the  conftrudion  of  roads,  more  pom-    *  ^jj'^  ^' 
pous  than  they  are  ufefulj  for  the  beneBt  of  thofe    u.^v— J 
who  poiTefs  every  thingj  and  this  without  pay 
and  without  food. 

O  MEN  !  whofe  hearts  are  of  fteelj  go  one  ftep- 
farther,  and  you  will  foon  perfuade  yourfclves 
that  you  are  allowed  ! . . .  But  here,  let  me  hold : 
indignation  .would  carry  me  too  far.  It  is,  how- 
ever, proper  to  warn  government,  that  the  dreadful 
fyftem  of  vaffalage  is  ftill  more  fatallo  the  co- 
lonics. 

The  culture  of  theft  lands,  from  the  nature  of 
the  climate  and  of  the  produtftions,  requiring  ex- 
pedition, cannoteafily  fpare  a  number  of  hands  to 
be  fent  to  a  great  diftance,  and  employed  in 
public  works,  which  are  often  ufelefs,  and  Ihould 
never.be  carried  on  but  by  idle  perfons.  If  the 
mother- country,  with  all  the  various  means  fhe' 
can  employ,  has  never  yet  been  able  to  correft  or 
mitigate  the  hardihips  of  vaffalage,  Ihe  ought  to 
confider  what  evils  muft  refult  from  them  beyond' 
the  fcas,  where  the  direftion  of  theft  works  is 
committed  to  two  overfeers,  who  can  neither  be 
dire£ted,  cenfure^,  nor  controulcd,  in  the  arbi-  ' 
irary  exercife  of  abfolute  power.  But  the  burden 
of  thefe  fcrvices  is  light,  when  compared  with- that 
of  the  taxes. 

A  TAX  may  be  defined  to  be  a  contribution  to-    *"  «** 
wards  public  expcncc,  neccflary  for  the  preftrva-    r"\j ^i^Hi 
tion  of  private  property.     The  peaceable  enjoy-    Ftwch 
Kient  0/  lands  and  .revenues  requires-  a  proper  '''•"^'' 
force  to  defend  themfrooi  invafion-,  and  a  police 
fhat   fecures   the   liberty  of  cultivating   them.. 
Whatever 
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-  Whatever  is  paid  towards  the  maioteDaoce  of 
!.  public  order,  is  right  and  juft;  whatever  ia  levied 
btyond  thi^  is  eKortion,  Notv>  all  the  govern- 
ment expenccs  which  the  mocher>country  is  ac 
fpr  the  colonies,  are  repaid  her  by  the  reftrainc 
laid  u^n.  them,  to  cultivate  for  her  alone,  and' , 
in  ruch.a  manner  as  is  bcft  adapted  to  her  wants. 
This  fubje^ion  is  the  moft  burdenfome  of  all 
tributes,  and  ought  to.  exempt  chcm  from  all 
other  taxes. 

Anv  one  mull  be  convinced  of  this  truth,  who 
reflefts  on  the  difference  of  fituation  between  the 
Old  World  and  the  New.  In  Europe,  fobliftence- 
and  home  confumption  are  the  principal  objed 
of  culture  and  of  manufactures;  exportation  onl/' 
carries  off  the  overplus.  In  the  illands,  the  whole 
is  to  be  exported.  There  life  and  property  are, 
equally  precarious. 

Ik  Europe,  waronlydeprives  the  manufa&urer 
and  the  hufbandman  of  the  trade  to  foreign  coun* 
tries;  they  lliU  have  their  refource  in  that  which, 
circulates  in  the  internal  part  of  the  kingdom.  In. 
the  idands,  hofttlities  annihilate  every  thingj: 
there  are  no  more  fales,  no  more  purchafes,  na 
more  circulation i. the  planter  hardly  recovers  hi& 
cofts. 

In  Europe,  the  owner  of  a  fmall  eflate,  who  is 
able  to  make  onlya.fcw  cxpcnces,  improves  his 
Und.as  much  in. proportion  as  he  who  hath  a  wide 
domain  and  irnHnenfe'treafures.  In  the  illands,  .the 
improvement  of  the  fmallcA  plaotauon  requires* 
tolerable  ftopk,  to^byg^n.with*. 

U 
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In  Eurojjc,  it  is  tommoaly  xKie  cittzen  diw  ^  *  00  fc 
indebted  to  another ;  and  the  fiate  is  not  itnpo-  t-^v-*-* 
verilhed  by  fbefe  {)Fivate  debts.  Thofc  of  the 
idands  are  of  a  different  nature.  Many  planters^ 
in  order  to  carry  on  the  labour  of  clearing  tlieii' 
grounds,  and  to  rfcpair  ttie  iofies  incurred  by  tht 
misfortunes  of  wai:,  which  had  .put  a  ftop  lo  their 
expofCS}  have  been  obliged  m  borrow  fodi  lacgc 
fum^  that  they  ma^  be  con&dcred  rather  as  farm-* 
ing  the  trade,  than  as.propHeoon  of  the  planta- 
tions. 

Whether  thefe  reBcAions  have  not  occutred 
to  the  French  miijiftry,  or  whether  particular 
circumftances  hfive  obliged  cliein  to  depart  from 
their  plaa  t  certain  it  is,  they  have  added  frdh 
taxes  to  the  obligation  already  laid  ofi  the  coId^ 
ujes  to  draw  all  their  necc£&ries  frotn  Francr, 
and  to  fend  thither  all  their  own  commoditieh 
Every  Negro  has  been  taxed.  In  ibme  fettle^- 
nients,  this  poH-tay  has  been  confined  to  the 
working  blactu  i  in  others,  it  was  hid  on  all  the 
flaves  without  diftindion.'  Both  chefe  arrange'* 
ments  have  been  oppoled  by  the  colony  a£S»nbTe4 
at  St.  Domingo.  Let  us  now  judge  of  the  fcuct 
of  their  arguments. 

CuiLi>n,s»t  old  and  infirfti  lAeft,  make  up 
about  one-third  of  the  flaves.  Far  from  being 
ufeful  to  the  phuiter,  feme  of  them  are  only  a 
burden,  which  humanity  aixusc  can  prompt  him 
CO  fupport»  while  the  reft  can  aFord  him  but 
diftant  and  tmceFtain  hopes.  It  is  difficult  to 
.  conceive  how  the  treafury  Ihould  have  thought 
9  ef 
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■  xiu.  *  °^  taxing  an  objed  that  is  already  chargeible'td 

i_,  ,    .f   the  owner. 

The  poll-tax  upon  blacks  extends  beyond  the 
grave  {  that  is  to  fay^  it  is  fixed  upon  a  pcrfbn  who 
cxifts  no  more.  If  a  Have  fhould  die  after  the  af- 
idTment  has  been  made,  tbe  planter,  who  is  al" 
ready  unhappy  on  account  of  the  diminution  in  his 
income  and  of  his  capita),  is  ftill  obliged  to  pay  a 
taxi  which  reminds  him  of  his  loiTcs,  and  makes 
Mm  feci  them  more  fenfibly. 

EvEK  the  working  flaves  are  not  an  exaft  tariff 
of  the  appraifement  of  aplanter's  incomcj  With 
a  few  Negroes,  a  good  foil  will  yield  more  than  i 
poor  one  wiih  a  great  number.  The  commodities 
arehotallof  the  fame  value,  though  they  are  all 
procured  by  the  labour  of  thofe  perfons  upon 
whom  the  tax  is  equally  laid.  The  changing  from 
one  kind  of  culture  to  another,  which  the  ground 
re'quires,fufpehdsfbra  while  the  produce  of  labour. 
Droughts,  inundations,  fires,  devouring  in(e£ts> 
often  deftroy  the  fruits  of  labour.  Suppofe  all 
things  alike,  a  lefs  number  of  hands  makes  iU 
proportion  a  lefs  quantity  of  fugar;  either  becaulis 
the  whole  of  the  wants  mul^  be  taken  into  conti* 
deration,  or  bccaufe  labour  is  truly  advantageous 
fo  far  only  as  the  moft  favourable  opportunities 
can  be  improved. 

'  The  poll-tax  upon  blacks  becomes  fttll  more 
opprefTive  in  time  of  war.  A  planter  who  cannot 
flien  difpofe  of  his  commodities,  and  muft  run  in 
debt  10  fupport  hirofelf  and  to  keep  up  his  land, 
i^furcher  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  for  flaves,  whofa 
Ubour  will  hardly  be  equivalent  to  their  mainte- 
nanctf 


iiizedbv  Google 


tN  THE  EAST- AND  WEST  INDIES.      .  joy 

nance.  Nay,  he  is  often  conftraincd  to  fend  them  book 
&t  a  diftance  fromhis  plantation  for  the  imaginary  ^  .-^-'^ 
wanes  of  the  colonyj  to  fupport  them  there  ac  his 
own  expence,  and  to  fee  them  periih  without  any 
reafon,  while'he  is  under  the  fevere  neceflity  of  re- 
placing them  one  time  or  other,  if  ever  he  means 
to  retrieve  his  wafted  and  almoft  ruined  lands. 

The  burden  of  the  poll-tax  was  ftill  heavier 
upon  fuch  of  the  proprietors  as  Were  abfent  from 
tiie  'colony,  for  thefe  were  condemned  to  pay  the 
tax  treble;  which  was  the  more  unjufl,  as  it  was 
matter  of  indifference  to  France  whether  her  com- 
modities were  confumcd  at  home  or  in  the  iflands. 
Could  it  be  her  intention  to  hinder  the  emigra- 
tion of  the  colonifts?  But  it  is  only  by  the  mild* 
ncfs  of  the  government  that  citizens  can  be  in- 
duced to  fix  in  a  country,  not  by  prohibitions  and 
penalties.  Befides,  men  who  by  hazardous, labours 
carried  on  in  a  fulrry  climate,  had  contributed  td 
the  public  profperity,  ought  to  have  been  indulged 
in  the  liberty  of  ending  their  days  in  the  tempe- 
rate regions  of  the  mot  her- country.  Nothing 
could  more  effeftually  rouze  the  ambition  and 
aftivity  of  numbers  of  idle  people,  than  to  be 
fpeftators  of  their  fortune  j  and  the  ftate  might 
thus  be  relieved  of  the  load  of  thefc  ufelefs  men, 
to  the  profit  of  induftry  and  commerce. 

Nothing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  both 
than  this  taxing  of  the  blacks,  as  the  neceffiiy  of 
felling  obliges  the  planter  to  lower  the  price  of 
his  commodities.  A  moderate  price  may  be  an 
advantageous  circumftance,  when  it  is  the  rcfult 
of  great  plfnty,  and  of  .a  very  quick  cir-culation, 
i  Sue 
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■  oo  K  But  it  U  ruinous  to  be  obliged  to  lofe  conftantly 
'^^  y  .'  upon  one's  merchandize,  in  order  to  pay  taxes. 
Finance*  is  like  a  foul  ulcer,  in  which  the  mor- 
tified 8elh  deftroys  the  live  flefh.  tn  proportion 
as  the  blood  is  conveyed  into  the  wound  by  the 
circulation,  it  becomes  corrupted  there  while  it 
fupplies  it.  The  profits  of  trade  are  all  abforbed 
by  the  treafury,  which  is  continually  receiving, 
without  making  any  returns. 

Lastly,  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  levy 
this  tax.  Every  proprietor  muft  give  in  an  an- 
nual account  of  the  number  of  his  flaves-.  To 
prevent  falfe  entries,  they  muft  be  verified  by 
clerks,  or  ekcifemen.  Every  Negro  that  is  not 
entered  muft  be  forfeited  j  which  is  a  very  abfurd 
.praftice,  becaufe  every  labouring  Negro  is  fo 
much  ftock,  and  by  the  forfeitofe  of  him  the 
culture  is  diminifhed,  and  the  very  objeft  for 
which  the  duty  was  laid,  is  annihilated.-  Thus  it 
happens  that  in  the  colonics,  where  the  fuccefs  of  • 
every  thing  depends  upon  the  tranquillity  which  is 
enjoyed,  a  dcftruftive  war  is  carried  on  between 
the  financier  and  the  planter.  Law-fuits'^  arc 
numerous,  removals  frequent,  rigorous  mea- 
iures  become  necelTary,  and  the  cofis  are  greaC- 
and  ruinous. 

If  the'Negro-tax  be  unjuft  in  it's  extent>  unequal 
iA  It's  repartition,  and  complicate  in  the  mode  of 
levying  it,  the  tax  laid  upon  the  commodities  that 
iH  carried  out  of  the  colonies  is  nearly  as  injudi- 
cious. The  government  have  vcnturcid  to  impbfe 
this  dytyt  from  a  perfuafton  that  it  would  faH 
tMirely  upon  the  confumer  and  the  merchant;  but 
there 
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IHerc  cannot  be  a  morC' dangerous  crfot  In  politi-  '  Jj,^  * 
bal  ccconotny  than  ihis  it.- 

Thb  aft^df  cOflfuming  does  not  fopply  money -. 
to  buy^hat  is  confumedt  this  muft  be  gained  by 
labour]  and  all  labour,' If  things  are  traced  up  to 
their  origin,  is,  in  faft,  paid  by  thefirft  ptrtpriCtor 
but  of  the  product  of  the  earths  This  being  the 
bai^i  no  OBC  article  can  be  always  gfowiog  deareri 
biic  all  the  reft  muft  rife  in  propbrtioni.  In  this 
iituationt  there  is  no  pfofit  to  be  made  upon  any 
of  them.  If  this  equili  brium  between  the  articles 
.of  commerce  be  rtmored,  the  confumption  of  the 
advanced  af licle  will  decrcafci  and,  iif  it  decreafe* 
the  price  will  fall  of  courTe,  and  the  dearnefs  will 
have  been  only  tranficnt. 

«  THB-merchant  can-no  more  take  the  duty  Upon 
himf  than  the  confumeri  He  may,  indeed)  ad^ 
Tftnce  it  once  or  twice  -,  but  if  he  cannot  make  a 
natural  and  neceffarv  profit  upon  the  commodities 
ib'taxed}  he  will  fgon  dtfcontinue  that  branch  of 
trade.  To  hope  that  competition  will  force  him 
to  take  the  payment  of  the  duty  out  of  his  pro- 
fits, istofuppofe  that  they  were  exorbitant  1  and 
.th^t  the  cpo^tition,  which  was  then  InfuiHcient, 
■jHiM  beeonie  njore  cenfiderable  when  the  profits  are 
lefs.  If,  pn  the  other  hand,  things  were  as  thcf 
ought  to  be,  and  the  profits  no  more  than  necef* 
&ry,  itia  ftippofing.th^t  the  competition  will  Tub* 
iift,  though  the  profits  that  gave  rife  to  it  fubfift 
ho  longer.  We  muft  admit  all  thefe  abfurdtties,  or 
9II0W  that  it  is  the  planter  in  the.iQands  who  pays 
the  dutyi  whether  it  be  levied  from  the  firft,  fecond. 
Or  hundredth  hand. 

.Vol.  VI.  P  Far 
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**lffi*     -FAJtfrom  thus  bur(fcn«ig.:the  ttdtiration  6f 

ii  "y  I  III  -  the  colonies  with  u&es,.  it  ought  t6  be  eacoori^ed 
by  liberalities;  fince  bf  the  ftate  of  itftraiot  in 
which  trade,  is  kept>  thefe  llberatittesl  wicbaH 
the  advantages  anting  fppnj  iheftj,  ttwft  neceffarU^ 
return  to  the  mother-t;Ountry. 
-  Ir  the  fituiiiion  6f  a  ftdtet-  that  n  in  arrebr»  en 
accouhtpf  lolfes  or  mirmanlgnbeni^  IHII Hot  Ati^ 
■hit  of  libBt:aiities,  or  caSng  the  i^bjeftfc  df  thelt 
burdentv  tht  paymfeht  of  the  ta<es  iii  the  ctffdfti^ 
(hismfelves  might]  at  leaA^  b6  Aipph^edj  Stitittli 
{iroduee  of  thtm  levied  dt  htyihe.  This  WdtiM  bfe 
the  ntst  beft  lyfteno  Ihat  eoUld  tk  Botliedj  iili 
'  toobld  be  equally  SgretaBlttB  lllii&ia  and  N«* 
World. 

■  Not Htsc  is  Ib'ptealing  to  an  AmeHMi^  it  tea 
ifemoVe  from  his  nght^very  thing  that  dKllBteS  hik 
tiependence.  WtdHtd  with  the  iHlJibrtuHiBta  «f 
colleftoK,  he  abhors  Aaiidihg  ti&ii,  liid  drliMi 
tht  intreafetif  the*.  Be-  iii  vilh  iMki  fi»  Ihift 
liberty  which  te  thoujsht  to  h»»«  'fBiind  it  ihV 
diftance  of  two  thbufand  league*  frorin  E^p*f. 
-l€e  dtfdains  a  yoke  '^hich  purflilfs  tilth  aeroft 
■  lire  ftorms  of  the  dciaOi  Difcontenttdi  Ii4d  Ih- 
wardiy  repining  St  tlis  reitrailit  KcftilUe*)  «j 
thinks  with  indignatibn  oh  hfe  hitfvt  efaumr^ 
*hich,  under  the  name  of  itiothft-.cillii  ftr  his 
•bkjba,  inftead  of  feeding  him.  Renssyc  the  iiia^ 
W  his  chains. from  his  flght;  let  his  Kchea  pay 
their  tribute  to  tht  mother-country  bnly  It  laiij. 
ing  there,  and  he  will  fancy  himfelf  ftee  and  pri- 
vileged i  though  at  the  feme  time,  bytiwetin^ 
ihe  value  of  his  own  commodities,  aijS  aiHiHlcitlfe 
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lbs priee<kfthafE tAae come friHnSfifdpc,h(!f  in  *f^* 
£ii£k,  uIctmitBljrbewi  chcloidofauitorwhichha  t— ^ti^ 
JtigBoram. 

.  Kavm  ATaR»  «Jtl  alfo  find  xn  advantage  in  pay- 
tug;  duri«»  only  upon  goods  that  hare  reached  the 
place  of  (heir  deftinaiton  in  their  folt  valuer  and 
ifftheutftftf  rHquc,  and  will  reftore  tf«  capital  qf 
their  ftock  altaig  with  the  profits.  ThCf  win  not 
titen  htve  the  mortification/of  hiving  purchafcd  of 
the  Prince  the  very  hazards  of  ffiipwreck,  and  of 
loflng  a  cargo  for  which  rfiey  had  paid  duty  at 
'  embarking:  Their  fhips,  on  the  contraryi  will 
bring  back,  in  nrierchandize,  the  amouiit  of  the 
doty  I  and  the  produftions  being  advanced  in 
*dae  by  exportation,  the  duty  will  hardly  be 
fck.    ■ 

Lastly,  the  confurtier  himfelf  will  be  a  gainer 
by  it ;  becaufe  the  colonift  and  the  merchant  can- 
hoc  beneflc  by  any  regulation,  of  which  in  time 
the  oonitimer  will  not  expert(^nce  the  good  cl¥e£ls'« 
AH  the  taxes  wtll  rio  fooner  be  reduced  to  a  (ingle 
one,  but  trade  wilt  be  clogged  with  fewer  form?- 
Irricsj  fewer  delays,  fewer  charges,  and.  confe- 
^ently  the  commodities  cttn  be  fold  at  a  more 
reaOn  able  rate. 

•  TittJ  fyftem  cif  modei-ation,  which  every  thing 
fecms  to  pc/iitt  our  as  the  fitreftj  will  be  eafily  in- 
troduced. '  AH  the  produQions  of  the  iflands  arc 
fubjeA,  at  their  entry  into  the  kingdorri>  to  a  dwf 
kimi^h  by -the  narhe  of  ttmaint  4'Ociident,  or 
yff^vitn  Domain,  *hich  is  fixed  ac  three  and  a  h4^ 
|itr<e«.  with  eight  fols*  per  poond.    The  value 

'  Pa  of 
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*  5kiL  *  ®^  *^*'*  produftiona,  which  is  the  rule-  for  cIm 
V^yi^-i  payment  of  the  durvj  is  determined  in  the  months 
of  January  and  July.  It  is  fixed  at  .twenty,  or 
five  and  twenty  percent,  below  the  real  price. 
The  wellern  office  allows,  befides>  a  more  conli- 
derable  tare  than  the  feller  in  trade  doea.  Add 
to  this  duty  that  which  the  commodities  pay  aC 
the  cuftom-houfes  of  the- colonies,  which  pro- 
duces nearly  the  fame,  and  thofe  that  arc  paid  in 
the  inland  parts  of  the  illaods }  and  we  Ihall  have 
the  whole  of  the  revenue  which  the  government 
draws  from  the  fettlements  in  America. 

If  this  fund  were  confounded  with  the  other  re- 
venues of  the  ftate,  we.  might  be  apprehenlive 
that  it  was  not  applied  to  it's  deftinatioa,  which 
ihould  be  folcly  the  protection  of  the  iflands. 
The  unforefeen  exigencies  of  the  royal  treafury 
would  infallibly  divert  it  into  another. channel. 
There  are  fome  moments  when .  the  critical  ilatc 
of  the  difeafe  will  not  admit  of  calculating  the 
inconveniencies  of  the  remedy.  The  moll  urgent 
neceflity  engrofTes  all  the  attention.  Nothing 
then  is  fccurcd  from  the  hand  of  arbitrary  power, 
urged  by  the  wants  of  the  prefent  moment.  The 
minillry  is  continually  drawing  out  of  the  trea- 
fury, under  the  delulive  hopes  of  replacing  in  a 
fliort  time  what  they  have  received }  but  the  cxr 
ecution  of  this  delign  is  perpetually  retarded  by 
frelh  demands. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  it  would  be  highly  ne- 
ceflary  that  the  treafury,  deftlned  for  the  duties  on 
fhe  productions  of  the  Colonies*  fhould  be  kept 
wholly  feparate  from  that  deftincd  to  receive  the 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  A^fD  WEST  INCIES.  hi 

rE<renues!of  the  kingdom.    The  fums  depofited  '^ui^,"^ 

there,  as  in  truft*  would  always  be  ready  to  an-  i.«»vl^ 
fwer  the  demaBdi  of  thofe  fettlements.  The  co^ 
lonift  wbo  always  haa  'ftock  to  fend  over  to 
Europe^  would  gladly  gtve  it  for  bills  of  exchangei^ 
wtusn  he  was  oacc  al&red  that  they  would  meet 
irith  no  delays  ordiffipulties  in  the  payment  of 
Ihem.  This  kind  of  bank  would  foon o-e^te  an- 
other ifjeans  of  communication  between' the  moi 
ther-C(^ntry  and  the  iflandsj  the  court  ttbul'd 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  their  affairs 
fa  thefe  diftant  countries,  ?nd  would  recover  the 
credit  they  have  long  fince  ]oft<i  but  which  is  t>f 
the ucmofl confequence^  elpectally  inttme oiC war. 
yfe  fhallnow  put  an  end  to  our  difcuffions  on 
taxes,  and  copfidcr  the  regulations  refpe£Hng  the 
piilitia, 

The  French  lOanda,  Hke  thofe  of  other- na-  IiiUbmiu 
•tiORS,  ;h8d  no  regular  itroops  at  firft'.-   The  ad~-  loiina  in 
.Tentur<r4)<  who  h^d  cwitjaercd  ibetn,    looked  S.'^** 
upon  the  right  of  def^ndiag  themfelves  as  a  priri- 
Jegc;  and  the  defccndcntsof  thofe  intrepid  m«R 
thought  themfelves  'luffictently  Arong  fo  guard 
.theif-owD' poQeflionf.-    They  had  nothing,   in- 
deed, to  do  but  to  repulfe  a  few  vclifels,  which 
landed'fbme  failorsand  ftfldicfs,  as  uhdifciplincd 
las  themfelves. 

The  ntiiationofaSairshas,  indeed,  undergone 
an  alteration.  As  thefe  fettlements  became  more 
conHderable,  ic  was  to  be  expe^ed  that  they  would, 
foontr'or  later,  be  attacked  by  numerous  Euro- 
pean fleets  and  armies ;  and  this  made  it  ncceflary 
to  feijA  them  other  defenders.  The  event  has, 
P  3  fliow'n 
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*  {nf^  4uiP*A  the  jflfvftcirncyoflft  fett  (cstceraiitRans 
'  liofis>  u>  oppB&  che  {and  aaot  fea  ferocs-of  £Ag^ 
Und.  Thp  oetoaiAs  thooifetvei  1mw«  fo««il  om- 
vinots^'thdt-t^iFowih'Cfibitt'icoLrid  nevccr  fjrtv^M 
arevolMiOB;  tad  fearisg  thiu a fruithrfsTcfiftwwa 
weuJd  (Qoljr  -esAfperoce  a  vuflonons  nrcnn^,  dMf 
"VCM  «aoK  iflclintxl  to  capituiatte  than  to  'fi^f. 
Having  JbecoatepoliiricidcalculnorS}  vbelrweak'- 
cMft  an»de  them'  fBorifaie  chu:  iikey  wnt'iitillt  fiit- 
Kf»tiwnr  ;Q]KradDna,  and  thef^  hate  cMiWtbtfted 
»hcir money  m«rder  to  iii  difohirg«d'from  «  4*0^ 

)degenerA»d  iikte  a  [bntdonfixnc  ^crvieudtf.  •  Thfe 
.fl^Uiitw  wasifappnoftdpn  17:65. 
■  TiRtf  laft  lof  complifiwt  tta6  bHn  opplttuded  by 
^tofe 'i^^ioR)^  (WiilEiASRd  ifhts  ir^fittiKiohttsthb 
means  of  preferving  the  colonies  from  all-fiarngn 
iflVafiQhb  T-iycy  vz^  fadfiUy  inM^iied,  ^tiatit 
'  Aias'unrealJiHiablet&nnfairctdiatiTKfl,  it^oifierfe 
gittw'h  oldiitader.tbeiiiBFdlHipsof  a&otCh^iig'di^ 
4Biatq>  -iBtu-derto  rufea  il«ge  i&itvune,  I^mM^w-  , 
ipt^  iihcm^vCa  to  die  tome  •dangtra  4k  ifltofi; 
^ar'V)diim«fDi)riBmbituti,^w4ioflre.pet^>^?(N% 
idzaidiltg  tJtcir  JiwM^ftt  a.piy  «cfcic6  k^mt'^fa^ 
^cnt  for  dieir  febrtitdijoc:.  .  Sncfa^afacrificct'tei^ 
^peaied^o  ihcm  tM.'UnfeaTttBafileiCD'rtx^dSt « 

Ihould  be  comptied  with}  and  the  jnuiMnyv  tvin 

faw  the  itpproprictyofikeepiqgyp  fiich*,TjEaiqMd 
Tiurdcnfome  fervi^cc,  hftv^  tiicEeforc  -difcfti^tmufl^ 

it,  and  been  fiomDQeoded. 

Those  mho  are  ibetMr«cguaiD«fd.iw«fc  *hef 
^raericaa  fottkracnts,  havc4)ot|j«dged&,fe>oin- 

Ably  of  -this  innovjoift^.    Tbe  railitUi  iiif-ihtif. 
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<*<f k  the  in«i(rftMI?  sf  «hf  fMgjtiye  Npgfpfji  .Bl 
fclDder  the  banditti  from  affcmbling  in  uo^pf'}  ^ 
fcfftf&  the  nayi^afipp  .^/i^  thf  cqfist  fn^  to 
)[£ep  off  ti^e  pfjyaljecrs.  ff  the  ,ipiia|iitants  be 
Dot  onbQf^ifKl}  ff  tl^^jr^iavf  ^cither  CQcipiaf^der| 

9^  4^4? t^*/  !?9*  P?"^  F^*?/  ^y^f^  ^  '"^^y  jI^-;- 
gftf  f  ij9w  vjii  it.be  pfjffiblc:  tp  diflipjte  fhe^ 
<*fflTwai)w  ciMJipjtjf},   ^fipi  tijey  have  W|f  Ijsfj 

sAcoce  j»i)l  ,fri(^  l^  h^ptnpity  a(^  H))ifoimicy„of 
'^P'h .  Wjtim^  .#«)?  "jofijing  CW  ^  OTPS!)-,W 
»»ih  ptopijwy  ?   ..     ,:-  ,,,....._ 

.  T«»W.f!f%*iW»?  1*>9hj  thpuglj  fttifting  wijl 
«W?)f  W  W  8f A  fTwjf*  ;)f  f,  «owt  of  yMfniHf  a, 

ing  *¥  n9i#'j?f  !W  J»H^^# :  «y'"«  ■;»  %  WS 

BBfi:  $hfr:*ROBlfi  W  PW^°'W.  liijr.WWefflSW.- 
Tfet  rajn^iy  i^fgptlM^,  feri^«(,  ^d  t^eilfiif^. 
G«»(H>«f /"iiMsHJoisa,  ,ti!si(glj  diftk^di«jth 
*«  Hi^Sfmmm'^itf  W  iM.onftant  a^j  B!fr 

"».?*?  :W'*«  rf *4CMWft Wisw,  >,«:,  t^.i!^«raiite 
^««;«*=i«h?  isiPFfOion  SBWf^r  PWiflga 
tM  ifM  <(P%!4.  fti'l.  jarlispf /x^^ed.  [J^ 
yj^  Xpllpving  At  .becai^c  T^cflT'^  to  car^oii 

»iH«  «i«ftf<*(»,i-i*piwy>, »",<'«  «?»,m';Mi 

^feef  5t)e!JUgjftratcstxf  the.  weft  and  |£ost((pfflie 
P  4  earth 
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9  ^11?  *  *^"'i  ""s  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies,  thit«  Wa« 
poffible  to  reduce  to  rubmifllon  tbe  plaiiCers,' 
exafperatedby  the  vexfttions^  of  a  rapacious  go^ 

yerriment,  * 

Since  this  period,  unfortuiiaMy  ftamped  withf 
charaifters  of  blood,  all  the  inhabitants  oFthe  other 
hemifphere  are  again  embodied. '  The'  oHiga- 
tions  that  are  impofcd  by  this-  kind'of  reglftring 
arc  varioufe,  and  are  not  yee  propd'ly  explained. 
This  obfcurity,  which  is'  al*ayi  dangertus  in  Ac  '■ 
Jrandi  of  t-ulers,  who  are  pcrpeiniajly  intcrtt  upoq 
thecxtendirig  of  their  jurifdifWon,  "keeps  the  ci- 
tizens' in  continual  alarrfis  for  their  fibe|-ty,  'Which' 
they  are  nriore  jealous  of  in  the  colonidstfiin  wci 
are  in  Europe;  it  ejcpdfcs' tii'cm  to-nurtberleft 
vexations.  The  evilsft  has  o'ccifidrrc'd 'haVe  tx- 
fited  a  detefiratiofl  for  this  kind  of  fervitudei  whitih 
jidhe  but  tyrants "or-flaves 'can  bc-forpriftd  it.  It 
fsnecelTary,'  if  poffiblci"  to  eradicate  th'C  imprell' 
hobs  of  the  paft,*  and  remove  arl  millrtift  for  the! 
futiirC;  The ■  legiflaturfe '  will  foCcecd  in  this  bp 
pnakihg  all  thofe  aFieratioris  in  ilie  forni'  «f -the 
fnilitiai 'Vhich  are  confjftenc  with  it'sobjed^ 
wWch'^s,  to  maintain  ^ilblic  order'and  fafity. 
The  ]>relfare  of  the  people  is  the  gi'eatfcnd^of  atf 
authority.  ■  If  the'iaionsbFthefovereigndo  not 
tend  to  this  end;,  Ji'is  exiftence  will  btfu^orted' 
ifhTrby  the  afliftahccof  money,  <Sr' die iiiidron: 
pf  old  records^  which-time  will  (feftroy,  orpofte-' 
jrity  deipfift,  In  vain  doles  ftattcry  raifcnumber-i 
Jcfs  Wd  tnagnificeiit  riibnumentjtb-priftcesi'thc' 
|iand  of  man  ere^s  themj  but  it  is  the- heart  that 
f  onfecVates  them,  and  iffijaiori'thatrthdcrstfienir, 
'^  ■'  '  immonai. 
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^mimortal.  Without  this,  public  trophies  are--6n}j»  *  *jjj  * 

aproof  of  the  meannefS  of  the  people,  notoftin  s— y^ 
^eatneTs  of  the  ruler.  ■  There  is  one  ftatae  in 
Paris,  the  fight  c^whidh  makee  e»*ry  heaitexnle 
with  fentimetits  of  ^e^ton.  EVeiy  eye  i»iiiFned  . 
with  complacency -tovarda  this  iniage  of  paternal 
and  p<^ular  goodaefs.  The  tears  of  thfr  diftreffed 
Giently  call  upon  it  under  the  hardOiips  of  op-' 
]>re(Eon.  Mrtrftcretly  blefs  the  hero  it  immoi* 
talizes.  All  rOices  unite  to  celebrate  his  memory 
after  two  ienijufi<si  are  elapfed.  Mis  name- is  iH 
veneration  to  the  titTermoft  parts  of  America.  In 
jcvery  heart  he  pi^itefts  againffi  the  abufes  of  au- 
thority; hedechirs  agaihft  the  ufurpations'of  thi 
rights bf  the  people  j  he  promifes  the  fubjei^s  the 
redreft  of  their"  grievances,  and  an  increafe  of 
profperity  I.  Ahd  demands  both  of  the  miniftry. 

Among  thr'circumftanoes'  wHjch  require  re-   iitiKw- 
formation,  we'  ought  to  reckon'a  cuftom:  eftd-  inhnituKw 
biilhed    in  the  French  pdflfeffions  in  the  New  fiXJ^thlr 
Worfd,  of  divi'dsig  equally  the  paternal  inherit-  ^^i 
ance  among  iiH'the  children,'  an9  'the  inheritance 
pf  a  relation  among  ail  the'  coheiri. 
•'   We  hold  in- abhorrence,  'with  all  rcaftmable 
men,  whom  pride  or  prejudice"  have  not  corrupt- 
jtd,   the  abfoW  right  ofprirnogenitore;  which 
traAsfbrs  thfc  entire  patrimony  of  a  family  to  the 
f^dieilfon,  whofc  morals  are  corrupted'  by  itj 
which  redoces  hls-brothere  and  fifters,t»  a  ftate  of 
IndTg-ence,  aiid  punifhes  thetn,  'as  it  were,  for  the 
pafiiai  Ifeirft  of  having  been  born  a  few  years  too 
hie.    Arc  they  the  Icfs  legirimaite  on  that  ac- 
count? and  ia'the'perfon  wha  hath  given  them 
■'■  '  '  exiftcnce 
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*  o^  (  nJAowK  tbD  Jig ctQMfipUt  for  iMr  h4|>Diqc6l 
fa  , .  ..I  A  fWef  of  >  f»iwiy  i>  IQiking  wmo  A*  *  ihip^ 

w  <jq>4<w>4i*>li9i>  of  hitttut  liwffctBpfii^aw 
gijip  haile,%i)  f^iul  cWm  <  If  »  fw(l»«  fllRMW  Iw 
is  ^wQr^iPB.i  w  bit  dsHti,  of  mg.fc|ini$>  8Pd 
ft»»W  b»y«  W»  eihilitrtn)  ,»»(!  if  Jic  ftpofd  Iw 
>!^^  vh!''  w»f  ts>  *^  Aw*  »iit>  !**  tRo !»«» 1 

W*9f)i»pl)j!*wf  An4iftif  »lWfS,b«««HW 

tJiat  iic  tff4  cftp^fje^  tJif  fl^lacleij  ffiUd  -is  ojif 
hfing  Jiis  9,wo  ^ffr'iae  i  >  ijff  cjHirfflrfl  yl^ 

jiff^,  Jjje  f#fr  if  4|if  Jcaift.cd^eiafd  (jy  jlj(  Jby 

hiuijswJ  to.*?  ySSflg*  l*iW,tffi,  ,l»?cajjip  Jw 

■  wgiw  jf»e»,q(#iftSr  TpSW'S^'mtt'k'''' 

»  WTOSWfl"^.;  fM9=f=d?  »  «>(?'Wff  "f/fiWit 

alnapft  ap  Ic\o,o  fts,tly:y.pi;c,l;(orfl^  ,I|q  9-ipgCito,9^ 
•Ijnc,  liitu?  /rpip  flijf  ,cu;c(up(byif;f  fopcejvji;  j 
degree  of  perfcfljj  ;a«,Df;^5ss,,,,yl^  fcl^tUR 
failffl>fflini<f  l)ifri;n(<^«;ot.    Piefj^ft^y^;  iif«^ts 

F?  , Wf^tViW .  ?f  fflW'iplyJ'*  SffCR!*  f hSB  l! 
(lumber  f/f  ia^efif  gcrfi/nf,  w^o.^ipi^  con. 

d!tw?4  |t9,-<ie,y%i:rr-  .  Ste  ,»*.<*; :  '^tfWfifl:  » 
p(?c<l^  i»-tfre  tiftPfii,vf  ».psd(nan,  Rihofe^iffui|^ 

]ff.I^(;h|is  Another ^viL,  ,C^^nit^scf  lp.go^a£,p;^« 
p|nidenin#  n(s:<#iijy.,fnas«i.«tie  i^cji,  *i"Mi<k 
rigiit.pf  RTffiogFaWWK.  »!!i9!>;J»¥  WiOrigiiattK 

.  haA 
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■iMtli  QO  inMveft  in  perpeteatlBg,  wiH,  fooner  or  *  §  !°  <^ 
4»Ger,  be  ftboliibed.  Ic  is  the  reniftina  of  feudal  i_.^^'j> 
^ariMrifw), -which  ow  dcfcendeflta  will  one  <k)r  be 

T»M  law  of  equalitjr,  honrcrcr, -wiricfi  feems 
^di^toced  by  Jiatur^i  which  oceura  inAsntly  to 
-every- jvft  -and  good  'man ;  which  kxves  no  dotitit 
in  ■Ae  mind  as  to  it's  re&itude  and  utHity  ;  c.his 
l*wmay'fom«imes,  perhaps,  be  prejudicial  to  (he 
pr(ftr»a«on  of  Society.  '  We  have  an  inftance  pf 
^M  ill  the  frerich  Sflands,  wfiiich  it  diverts  ftorn 
^eend'of  ^heif-deftinadon,  and graduaHy  pares 
•ihe  way  for  *eSf  rtftiS.  ■ 

■  This  drvBionwis-nccrflkrytt  the  firft  formation 
of  colonies.  Immenfc  trads  of  lands  w,ere  fo  bo, 
cfeared.  This  coifld  not  be  done  without  people  j 
nor  ■eould  f»eii,-wbo  had  ^^itted'rfieir  own  country 
'^'want,  be  «Ay  oAerwHe  lixed  in  thofe  diftanc 
■4Bd  de6»rt  rtgions,  thin  by  aligning  them  a-  pro-  - 
|p(*i^.  'Had^^^pvcrnmentfefufcd  to  grant  them 
'-Jftfids,  they  wooW%ave -wandered' about  from  one 
iHace' to  another;  *hey  would  h'ave  begun  to  efta- 
■BlMh  various  fcttlemeats,;  and  have  had  the  difap- 
'■poihtmcnc-to  'find,  rthat  none  of  them  would  attain 
'fo'^Hit'd^ree  of  profperrty  as  tobecome  ufeful  to 
•the! -mother-ooohtfy^ 

"■  ■  ''BoT  fince'inheritances,  too  cxtenGve  .at  firfj:, 
'haveSn  procefs  of  rime  been  reduced  by  a  feries  pf 
'^fucceflions,  and-bythelubdivifions  of  {hare?,',to 
■^■Rjchl  compafi  as  renders  them  fit  to  facilitate  cul- 
rftVitfion  i  •finccithey^  have 'becn'ib^ limited  as  not  to 
lie  fallow  for  want  of  hands  prcgpottionable  to  their 
3  Cxtqnt, 
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*  xiu  *"  :^'^"^>  *  ^■'^^^r  divifioo  of  lands-would  ag^a<reUF 
duce  them  to  notl^irig.  }n  Europe,  an  obfcure 
man,  w^  has  bue-^  few  acres  of  Uad,  will  make 
that  little  efiate  more  advantageous  to  him  ia.|»'0:* 
jijartioify  than  an.  opulent  man  will  tbe.imtnenfe 
property  he  is  poflcficd  of,  either  by  inheritance 
or  clfance.  In  iimccica,  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
du^ions,  which  aie.very-valqable ;  the  uncerCfwniy 
.c^  the  cropsi  whiRh  are  but  few,  ia  their  tciade 
.the  quantity  gf  flav^^,  of  catiie,.Gf  utenfil^net^efi- 
jiary  for^  pl^nt^tipaj  all  this  reqwe*  »  Urge 
Aopk,  which  ihey  have^pt  infpmej^nd  wiUfoop 
want  in  all  the  colonies,  if  thc.l^nds  be  parcelled 
put, and  divided  iiipre9f)dmoripb)r:h?redi^ry-fuC' 

*  If  a  fatber.lcavf  an  ?ftate  pf  30*900  livr^j,*  » 
.Tear>  and  this  ,cftate  be  equally  divided  between 
three  children,  they  will  all  he.rutoed  if  they  make 
three  diftimft  plantations  j  the  one,  becaufe  he  has 
.been  made  to  pay  taomuchf<u;tbe  buildingi,  and 
.becaufe  he  hai^^toofewNeg^gsjaAd  tooJittleland 
in  proportion  i  ^he  other  two,  b^pat^fethey  rauft 
build  before  I  they  can  begin,  upon  ^he.cviUure  of 
^thcir  land.  Xh^y  will  all  be  equally  ruined,  if  the 
^-whple  plantaticm  Ihpuld  rep^iain  jn  the  hajuM.of 
one  of  the  three.  In  a  co'untfy-wjierca  crqdimr 
}8  -in  a  worfe  ft?t,e  than  any  other  man,  estates 
have  rifen  to  an  immoderate  value,  '^'hc-poflef- 
^  for  of  the  whtjle  will  be  very  fortunate  if  he  is 
obliged  10  pay  no  more  for  intereft  than  the  net 
,  produce  of  the  p^ntation.  .  Now,  as  theprionarx 
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kw  of  nature  is  the  procuring  of  fobfiftenM,  he   *  xin.  " 
*iU  begin  wfth  procuring  that  without  paying  w-k— ^ 
bis  debts.    Thefe  will  accumulate,  and  he  will 
foon  become  infoivent,  and  the  conftifion  confe-* 
quent  upon  fuoh  a  fituation  will  end  in  the  ruid 
of  the  whole  family. 

,  Th£  only  way.  to  remedy  thefe  diforders,  is  t(f 
abolifli  the  equality  of  the  dtvtfion  of  land.  In 
this  enlightened  age,  government  (hould  fee  the 
necellity  of  letting  the  colonies  be  more  ftocked 
with  things  than  with  men.  The  wifdom  of  the 
legiflature  will,  doubdefs,  find  out  fbme  <:ompen« 
lation  for  thofe  it  has  injuredj  and  in  fome  mea-^ 
fure  facrificed  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
They  ought  to  be  placed  upon  frefii  lands,  and 
to  fubfift  by  their  owii  labour.  This  is  the 
only  way  to  maintain  this  fort  of  men;  and 
their  induftry  would  open  a  frelh  fource  of  wealth 
to  the  ftase. 

At  thexondulion  of  the  peace,  a  favourable 
©i^rtunity  offered  itfelf  for  making  the  propofcd 
alteration  in  Sc.  Lucia  and  Guiana.  The  French 
ought  not  to  have  ncglcftcd  this  opportunity,  per- 
h^s  the  only  one  that  will  offer,  to  repeal  the  law 
relating  to  the  divifions  of  eftates,  by  diftributing 
Co  thofe,  whofc  expedations  they  had  fruftrated, 
fiich  lands  as  they  intended  to  cultivate;  and 
bygiving  them  thofe  confiderable  fums  that  have 
been  expended  tone  purpofe,  as  the  necefTary  ad- 
vance :for  carrying  on  the  cultivation.  Men  in» 
u^ed  to  the  clhiiate,  acquainted  with  the  only 
kind  o£ culture  that  could  polTibly  be  thought  of, 
encouraged  by  the  e^tample,  afTiftance,  and  ad- 
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*?^?  ■  vice  of  their  oivo  fxmtliev  snd  aided  bf  thcflav«« 


with  which  government  would.  Etave '  foppBtA 
dieai,  were  much  ftctcr  for  dtis  purpofe  than  z  fee 
•f  pro&tgMc  men,  colkdcd  from  tbe  rffdfc  of 
Europe,  «tid  were  not  much  mote  likc^  ta  raHc 
new  colonies  to  that  pitch  o£  wealth  and  pro- 
^rijty  which  ttitghC  be  expeded.  Unfortunstclf, 
k  was  Me  ferefeen,  that  the  firft  eoionies  in 
Anpcrica  muft  bare  incrcafed  by  Oow  dcgreei 
tod  of  thnnfelTes,  with  the  lofs  t£  a  gr^at  manf 
men*  or  by  extrabrdinary  eaicrtions  of  bnteif 
aod  ^ieiKe>  becaufc  ihey  Had  do  roinpetwion  to 
fi^porti  but  that  rite  fucceeding  rccdimem* 
could  only  be  forcned  by  the  nstund  means  of 
population,  as  an  old  fwarm  begets  a  new  oneb 
The  oterflovinga  of  population  in  one  ifUnd  muft 
|pr«ad  tmo another!  aodthefuperiluitiesof'aTlcb 
colosy  fornilh  neceflaries  to  an  infant  fettlcmeAt* 
This  is  the  natural  order  which  good  poiicy  points 
oat  to  maritime  and  comrfterciafpdwers.  AlloAier 
stethods  are  irrational  and  d^ruAivct  Tho^b 
the  covrt  of  Verfailles  have  overlooked  this  plaia 
'  principle,  produflive  of  ib  much  good,  this  is  nfr 
leafon  why  they  ihould  ttjcA  the  propofiU  «£  fvci 
ting  a  ftop  to  the.  further  divifion  of  lands.  If 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  Itfw  be  evident,  ft  muft  bo 
tnai^ed,  though  the  prrient  time  be  le&  ftvttar* 
able  than  that  which  has  been  nc^k^ted.  When 
the  [Jantations  arc  redored  to  thcil'  ftafc  of  pr»» 
Jperity,  by  the  luppreflJonofthaedirifion  of  laofdy 
vhi(;h  pFecludes  every  means  of  improvtmemi,  Aa 
pUatcrs  oaay  tben  be  cca^lled  <q  daf  shrtn* 
.  -icbm 
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filvn  Xff  AA  debts  with  wUdk.  iheii'  i>lMliiiitioM  *  ^  * 
■re  rrow  oppretltdi  i..^.^ 

•  pARTofthefedfcbtsorigiaated  from  the  ciaiim  H«tfct 
t1^  W(!r«  flltowcd  by  sn  injudicious  law,  to  tlii  tht  mh 
fbvtjfal  cofttttrs.    This  dift>eirtd  Tituation  hadi  in-  ^^^ 
tle'ifed  in  propoKion  as  the  colpnitfi  have  to*  SHS^b*** 
quired  more  wealth.    When  they  had  inomied  •."^''■"J- 
Ib  far^  as  chat  the  number  of  inhabitaotd  became 
fup<rior  t6  the  plantations,  the  fupcrabuftdanc 
part  of  the  population  remained  idle  creditors  of 
die  lands  die'y  did  not  occiJp^>  iad  cdnfequentlj 
^feleft,  and  fcvcn  bo^thearcnne  td  the  culture.  ' 

TnEiz  are  other  credit^  pro(;eeding  from  the 
Itdc  which  the  coldnifts  hare  reciprocally  made  of 
their  habitations.  Wc  feldoin  gO  ta  Am^riCat 
without  the  prol^jed  of  enjoying  ift  Europe  choft 
THthcs^  nhich  are  chmmonl^  acquired  b|r.  obftt- 
mot  htbbur,  er^  fbrtunate  ttcnts.  Thofe  who 
Ao  ti<Hl<^  fight  of  this  aim*  livr  with  ntore  or 
jbfs  tteondOiy,  and  fend  to  their  own  conatrf  oU 
:<hit  they  haVe  b^en  able  to  faVe  vut  of  their  il^• 
■tatm.  As  fii6n  as  they  ha[v>e>  acquired  dnk  dcgnn 
i^f  fcritiffe  ¥6  which  tli^  afpired,-  they  endeavour 
fH  '4tifpofi  of  their  plaiitations.  In  a  countrf 
%h«^  the  %!Gie  is  d^cient*  it  is  neoeflary  to  Ml 
them  upon  et<cdle>  or  to  ke^  them ;  and  moft  of 
th<  ipntpritton  rbther  chufe  to  give  up  their  (lof- 
^fflodtt  to  iporchafeii  Who  foncietjmes  fidl  in  ^r 
^A^tfgements,  than  to  trtift  them  in  tbo  bands  <if 
"  <fteWards  who  <re  fddotn  faithfid'. 

VtAsiftiv^,  The  adviincck  tnbds^to  tbrcolonidg^ 
h*^  hHSi  'dft  ocetiflon  of  much  vrtcUt-fnng 
fMSk,    lift  hlodBvf th«  Fnbtik  ilkadi,  at  «itt 
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'  xiH  ^   *^  **^  ^^^  Other  Hlxnds  in  Americs.  did  not  oti^ 
MiJ^y^   nally  yield  any  produdion  fit  for  exportationj 
Fonds  were  neciSzTj  to  clear  them, '  and  the  firft 
Europeans  who  occupied  th£m  had  no  property* 
Trade  came  to  their  afliftance  j  it  furniihed  them 
,  with  utenfilsj  provifions^  and  flavesy  neceOary  ta 

form  proda&ions.  This  anbciation  betweeo  mo% 
nied  and  induftrious  people  gave  birth  to  a  great 
number  of  debts^  which  have  multiplied  in  pro^ 
portion  as  the  plantations  have  increafed. 
.  Thb  debtori  ha*e  but  too  often  failed  in  fulfil* 
ling  the  Obligations  they  had  contracted.  An  in^ 
Ordinate  luxury*  which  cannot  be  excufcd  in  men 
vho  are  born  in  mifery,  hath  compelled  feverid 
^  of  them  to  this  breach  of  faithj  Others  have 
been  draw'n  into  it  by  an  indolence,  inconceiv^ 
able  in  eager  minds,  that  had  gone  beyond  the 
fcas  Co  feck  an  end  to  their  ind^ertee.  Tikt  moft 
sbandant  means  have  .been  lofl;  in  the  hands  of 
fome  people,  who  Were  deftitute  of  the  flcill  necdl- 
fary  td  improve  them.  There  hdve  beisn  iikewife 
fome  planters  devoid  of  Ihame,  and  without  [H'ii^- 
ciple,  who>  though  capable  of  fettling  with  their 
creditors,  have  daringly  «ithholden  the  properly 
of  o^ers.  Other  caufes  have  likewife  occurred  ia 
leflening  the  force  of  engagements. 

HuRRicAKEs,  the  violence  of  which  cannot  be' 
jesOty  defcnbedi'fubverted  the  country,  and  dit- 
.ftpoyed  the  crops.  The  mod:  cxpenfive  and  the 
mofl:  neceOary  buildings  have  been' fwallowed  C^ 
( by-ear^quakest  Infe6;s,  which  could.noc  be  de- 
rftroyed,  have  devoured,  during  a  long feries^^f 
'  years,  all  the  produce  thac  might  bate  bocn  ex- 
pe£tcd 
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pcAed  from  a  fertile  and  wcH-cultivaKd  foH,  '  0  ^  k 
Some  commodities,  the  produce  of  which  i— y^-^ 
hath  exceeded  their  confumption,  have  loft  their 
value,  aod  have  fkllea  into  the  utmoft  contempt^ 
Ixmg  aod  criiel  wars>  by  oppofing  infurmount- 
able  ohilacles  to  thecxporution  of  the  produC" 
eions,  h^ve  rendered  ufelds  the  moll  conftaiK  aq4 
moft  obCtiiiate  labours. 

Thssb  calamities  which  have  fometimes  hap* 
pened  ^  the  fame  time*  or  which  have  at  leall 
ibcceedcd  each  other  too  i^idty,  have  given  rife 
to  a  fydcm  of  jurifprudence  favour;U3ile  to  the 
debtors.  The  legidature  have  encumbered  the 
leiaure  of  lands  and  flav^  with  fo  maiiy  formalin 
tisft,  that  it  Ihould  feem  as  if  their  dcfign  had 
been  to  render  it  impraAicable.  The  public 
opinion  hath  brsuided  the  fmall  number  of  credi- 
tors T^ho  h^e  undertaken  to  overcome  thefc  dif- 
ficulties i  and  the  tribunals  themfelves  did  not 
«ice(je>  without  extreme  relu£Unce,  to  the  rigQr- 
ous  meafures  they  were  defirQus  of  purfuing. 

Tkis  fyftem,  which  hath  appeared  for  a  long 
time  the  bed  that  could  be  followed,  hath  ftiU 
k*s  partifans.  What  is  it  to  the  ftaie,  fay  thefc 
political  calculators,  whether  the  riches  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  creditor  or  of  the  debtor,  pnovi'ded 
public  profpoiity  be  inoreafed  ?  But  cm  public 
pn^ierity  incrcafe  when  juitice  is  trampled  uponj. 
when  admini&ratiou  encourages  a  breach  of6iith*i 
by  oaring  it  an  afylum  under  the  prote£tiDa  of 
the  lawsj  for  if  the  laws  do  not  profecute  they 
[»<ote<^t  when  the  feeds  of  miftruft  are  encou- 
ngfid   among    ckiz£M>    which   n^ft  ia  dme 

Vol.  VI.  Q^  render 
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*  xiH  *  render  them  fo  many  rogues,  and  enemies  to  each 
— V— *•  other  i  when  loans,  without  any  kind  of  fccurity,. 
Hialt  have  become  impoffible,  or  ruinous ;  when 
the  f apacioufnefs  of  ulury  iball  be  exercifed  with-* 
out  reftraintj  when  credit  ihaH  no  longer  exi'Ht 
either  in  or  out  of  the  ftate  -,  and  when  the  whole 
nation  Ihall  be  confidercd  as  a  fee  of  men^  deroidr 
of  principles,  and  of  morality.  General  fdicity 
can  have  ho  folid  fouadarion,  without  the  vali* 
dity  of  engagements  from  whence  it  arifcs.  Eveir 
the  government  ought  only  to  free  itfelf  from  it's' 
incumbrances  according  to  the  rules  of  judice. 
A  bankruptcy  of  the  ftate  is  infanwus,  and  flill 
more  prej'udiciai  to  the  morality  of,  fociety  than 
to  tint  fortunes  of  indiriduals.  A  time  will  come, 
when  ^1  tEiefe  iniquities  fliall  be  fummoned  to  the 
tribunal  of  nations^  and  when  the  power  which^ 
hath   committed  them  fhgU  Jtie  judged  by  it's 

viaims. 

Other  fpeculators,  not  fo  loofe  in  their  prin'^ 
ciples,  have  alTerted,  that  an  enlightened  legilla-> 
tion  would  annul  the  debts  anterior  to  a  period 
which  ought  to  be  fixed.  We  will  net  examine 
whether  this  prai^ice  of  fome  antient  republics 
hath  ever  been  falutary^  but  we  will  affirm, 
without  any  fear  of  miftaklng,  that  fuch  a  breach 
of  the  public  faith,  if  it  were-  common^  would 
again  plunge  Europe,  how  become  commercial, 
into  that  ftate  of  inaAion  and  niifery  in  Which  it 
was  three  or  four  centuries  ago.  Fortunatelyy 
this  deftru£tive  revolution  is  not  to  be  appre^ 
hended.  The  refpefl  for  property  increafes  daily 
even  among  the  Icaft  enlightened  nations.  In 
proeeii 
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Jiroccfs  of  lime,    it  will  be  eftabliflied  in   the  ■  Sin  * 
French  iflands,  as  well  as  elfewhcre,  when  go-   *— v— ^ 
vernment  fhall  at  length  compel  the  colonics  to 
give  fome  kind  of  fatisfaftion  to  their' creditors^ 
The  beft  mfethod  of  bringing  about  this  ait  of 
juftice  is  not  yet  agreed  upon, 

.Sb^iE  perfons  are  defirous  of  fumpttiary  !aws» 
Whithi  by  reftraining.  ihe  ^pcnccs  of  the  inha- 
bitants; ivould  enable  them  to  fulfil  their  engage- 
ments. -Haw  couldfuchan  idea  ever -enter  int» 
the  minds  of  mcn,.to  cftiblilb.this  fyftem  of  pri- 
vation as  ft  rhaxim  in  ilip  colonies  ?  Tte  value  of 
theirproduflions  being  entirely  owcn  to'exchanges; 
would  riof  the  annihilation '  of  thefe  compel  the  ~ 
Americans  either  to  raife  -few  commodities,  or  to 
fell  them  for  a  trifle  ?  Should  the  mother-country 
be  willing  to  make  up  in  money  the  deficiencies  in 
the  faleof  their  merchandize,  then  all  the  gold  that 
h  draw'n  from  one,  part  of  America  would  return 
into  the/other.  After  fifteen  or  twenty  years  of 
fuch  a  trade,  the  po^rs,  that  arc  enemies  to 
France  would  have  an  additional  niotive  for  at- 
tacking poffelTjons,  the  fertility  of  which  excites 
in  them  fo  much  fvirprize  and  jealoufy. 

Others  have  imagined,  that  all  kind  gf  credit 
ftioUM  henceforward  be  prohibited.  ;But  Would 
not  thp  cultures  already  eftablilhed  fuffef  frpm  fo 
abfurd  a  fyftem.?  Would  not  the  cultivation  of 
ihe.vifgin  lands,  which  are  generally  moft  pro- 
ductive, be  impeded  ?  Would  not  the  operations 
of  the  hierchanis  in  the  mother-country  bccom? 
daily  more  languid  i 

Q^a  It 
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'  *  SiiL  *  ^^  *^  ^^^^  know'n  !iow  reluaantly  they  (fee  th* 
»«av  — ^  rich  plarfter  accuftom  himfelf  to  fend  his  own 
produdiORS  to  Europe,  td  draw  the  articles  of  h» 
own  confumption  from  thence,  and  reduce  his 
correfpondents  to  the  bare  proftts  of  comminion. 
If  that  dependence)  whith  is  a  neceffary  conle- 
quence  of  debts,  ibould  (iearfe,  they  would  no 
longer  be  a  few  plan cers,  but  the  whole  colony,  who 
would  make  their  o*n  purch^es  and  fates  in  the 
mother-country }  they  would  all  become  traders* 
and  even  would  fooh  have  no  connpctttors,  be- 
caufe  ehey  alone  would  be  acquainted  with  the 
meafure  of  their  own  watits. 

Several  perlbrts  have  wiOied  that  it  Ihonld  be 
pcrWiitted  to  feize  and  to  fell  the  Negroes  of 
debtors.  Then  the  flaves  who  fhould  ceafe  to 
work  upon  one  planration>  would  be  employed 
vpon  another,  and  the  colony  would  not  be  in- 
jured. This  is  a  mtftakej  the  Negroes  will  ne- 
ver be  made  to  pafs,  without  mifchief,  from  one 
plantation  tO  another.  Thefe  men,  already  toE> 
unhappy,  would  not  contrad  the  frefli  habits  re- 
quired by  a  change  6f  place,  of  mafter,  of  me- 
thod, and  of  employment.  They  cannot  live 
without  their  miftreffts- and  their  Children,  which 
'  are  their  dcareft  comforts,  and  tlie  only  thing 
that  makes  them  endure  life.  Separated  from 
this  only  confolation  to  men  in  affli£lion»  they 
pine  away,  and  fickefi,  and  frequently  defert,  or 
at  teal):  they  work  but  v'ldi  reludance  and  care- 
feffnefs. 

Moreover,  by  fecuring  the  payment  of  one 
creditor,  feveral  would  infallibly  be  ruined.  The 
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moft  intelligenc  and  ^c  moft  nftiw  plaoters,  de-  ■  °  jj  * 
prired  of  part  of  the  h»nds  pcquifltc  for  the  h-  u--vi--J 
^urs  of  iKevr  [dant«iona,  would  foop  beconw  Iiit 
folvent,  and  wovld  ccuitinue  fo  for  ever. 

HoETouR  hath  appeared  to  fome  people  a  more 
cB^ual  relbarce  than  any  other.  Stamp,  Jajr 
tliey,  but  a  mark  of  infamy  upon  the  fraudulent 
debtor,  .render  him  incapable  of  ever  exercifing 
any  public  office,  and  we  need  not  apprehend  he 
will  fpoft  with  this  pr^udice;.  The  moft  rapa- 
cious of  men,  and  efpecially  the  American 
planters,  facrifice  a  part  of  their  lives  to  hard  la- 
-bour,  with  no  other  ticw  than  to  enjoy  their 
fortune.  But  there  is  no  enjoyment  for  a  man 
who  is  branded  with  infamy.  Obferve  only  hov  , 
punduaJly  ali  debts  of  honour  are  paid.  It  is 
.  not  an  .excels  of  delicacy,  it  is  not  a  love  of  juf* 
cice,  that  brings  back  the  ruined  gamefler,  within 
four'and-twenty  hours,  to  the  feet  of  his  credi- 
tor, who,  perhaps,  is  no  betto*  than  a  iharpert, 
it  is  the  fcnfe  of  honour)  it  is  the  dread  of  being 
excluded  from  fociety.  Biit  in  what  age,  and 
what  period,  do  we  here  invoke  the  facred  name 
of  honour?  Should  not  the  govcmnKnt  fet  the 
example  of  that  juftice,  the  prafticeflf  which  it 
means  to  inculcate  ?  Is  it  poffible  diat  public  opi- 
nion Ihould  difgrace  individuals  for  adions  whicll 
the  ftatc  openly  commits  i  When  infamy  has  infl- 
nuated  itfelf  into  families,  into  great  houfts,  into 
the  higheft  places,  even  into  the  camp  and  thefanc- 
tuary,  can  there  be  any  l*enfe  of  ihame  remain- 
ing? What  man  will  henceforth  be  jealous  of  his 
QL.3  honour. 
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■  2,,9  "  honour,  while  thofe  who^  arc  called  nrwn  oi"  ho-. 

w—ir^  nour>  know  of  no  other  than  thac  of  be^ng  rich 
to  get  pUces,  or  of-  getting  pUces  to  grow  rich } 
when  a  mun  mull  cringe  l^h  order  to  rite;  plesfe 
the  grsat'and  the  women  to  ferve  the  ftate;  and 
when  the  art  of  being  agFeeable.  implies  at  Iea(t 
an  indifi'crence  for  every  virtue?  Shall  boi)our, 
which  feems  to  be  baniihed  from  Europe}  take 
refuge  in  America  ?  , 

'  The  court  of  VetfailleSi  perpsEually  led  aftray 
by  the  adminiftrators  of  it's  colonies,  have  al- 
ways appeared  defiroos  that  the  payment  of  debt* 
fliould  depend  entirely  upon  their  arbitrary  de-- 
cifion.  They  have  never  comprehended  that  thi$ 
was  eftabliJhfng  a  fyftem  of  tyranny  in  the  New 
Worlds  Ignorant,  capricious,  intercftod,  orvin- 
diftive  chiefs,  may  fcled,  at  plcafure,  ihofc 
debtors  whom  it  may  fuit  them  to  ruin.  It  is 
equally  in  their  power  to  commie  injuftices  to- 
.wardttie:  creditors.  ■  It  will  npither  be  the  oldeft 
noi'  thb  mo(!t  diftrefled,  nor  the  moA  honeft  cre- 
ditor whom  they  niUflcayfe  to  be  paidi.  but  th« 
fnoft  ipowerful,  tttc--  bcft  protc'Sed,  the  molt 
aftive,  or- the  moft  violent. .  Authority  ogghy 
not  to  takp  place  of  juftice,  nor  probity  qr  virtue 
of  the  Hv,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  or  from  any 
itiOtive- whatever!  btcaufc  all  authority  is  liabl? 
to  corruption,  and  becaufe. there  is  np  probity  or 
virtue  which -may  ne^bp-ftalien.  -  , 
■  Two  centuries.  Wafted  in  attempts,  espftcit 
'  ments,  and  combinatiiinv  mull  have  rconvin^ed 
the  French  miniftry,  that  the  calamity  whic^  we 
Jiere  deplore,  can  only  |De  put  a  ftop  to  by  clear 
'  apd 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  I^IES. 

ftnd  plain  regulations,  eafily  carried  into  execu^  ' 
{ion.  When  creditors  fliall  be  able>  without  * 
delays^  without  expence,  and  without  reftratning 
foTRiaiities,  to  take  pofleflion  of  all  the  property 
of  their  debtors }  then  only  will  onlcr  be  eftir 
bliftied.  This  ievere  a£t  of  jurifprudejKc  fhould 
not  have  a  mroaStire  eSe&.  Humanity  and 
policy  will  indicate  the  proper  medium  ,to  be 
adopted  for  the  liquidation  of  old  debts.  But 
with  rcfpcft  to  new  engagements^  nothing  fiiould 
fcreen  them  from  the  rigour  of  the  law  that 
ihould  beena&cd.  .         ^         - 

Verv  bitter  rcmonftrances  will  certainly  ^be 
■made  at  firft,  ■  Where  ftiall  we  find,  will  it  be 
faid,  a  planter  fo  rafli'  as  to  »tempt  an  under- 
taking of  any  confequonce.  When  he  Ihali  be 
certain  of  ruin,  if  his  labours  Jhould  not  be  fe- 
conded  by  chance  and  -by  tbe  elennents,  upon  the 

.  day  appointed  for  h'imto  fulBlhis  engagements? 
The  dread  of  ftiifery^  and  of  -ignomitiy  will  feize 
upon  the  minds  of  all  men.  '  Henceforward  there 
will  be  no  loans,  no  bufmefs,  no  circulaticm. 
Induftry  will  degenerate  into  floth,  and  credit 
will  be  dcftroyed  by  the  very  fyftem  adopted 
to.re-eftabiilh  it. 

We  have  no  doubt  but  riiat  this  wotild  be  the 
language  of  the  eolonifts  in  the  firft  inflance; 
but  in  the  end,  and  even  in  a  fliort  time,  this 
arrangement  would  be  moft  agreeable  to  thole 

[  who  had  been  at  firft  the  moft  violent  againft  it. 

"Informed  by  public  knowlege  and  by  experience^ 

they  would  be  fenfiblc  that  the  facility  of  putting 

06^ payment  had  been  burdenfome  to  them,  and 

0.4  that 
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B  ^^  K  ^Itju  they  had  found  credit  only  by  purch^ng  tc 
w— ^w  upon  fuch  terms  as  were  fufficient  to  bahncc  the 
rifque  of  lending  to  them. 

The  indulgences  which  might  have  be^n  pro- 
per in  the  early  ftaie  of  die  co}onies>  would,  io 
our  days,  become  an  inexcufable  wnktufs. . 
Thcfe  fettlcments  will  never  thrive -as  they  ought 
to  do,  unlefs  the  means  of  cultivation  be  mulci- 
{died ;  which  they  will  not  ht,  till  the  creditor 
be  enaUed  to  put  an  entire  confidence  in  hia 
dcJjtor.  The  fyftem  which  is  favourable  to  wa&t 
of  Ikill,  to  rafh  undertakings,  and  to  difhotiefly> 
muft  be  overturned  j  and  the  face  of'  all  things 
will  foon  be  changed.  The  European  m^rchaat, 
who  at  prefect  (Mily  advances  triSing  fums  to  the 
American  -planter,  and  that  with  great  apprehenr 
'  fions,  will  not  find  a  better  way  of  enjploying  his 
capital.  With  greaMr  tfOIftances,  other  planta- 
tions would  be  formed ;  aqd  the  old  ones  wilt  ac- 
qiiire  «  new  value.  The  French  illands  will  at 
kngtfa  arrive  to  that  degree  of  fortune,  to  which 
.  the  ricJHicfs  of  their  foil  hath,  in  vain,  for  fo  long 
a  time  invited  them.  If^  notwithftanding  the 
progrdsrcf  knowlege,  th«  court  of  Verfaillss 
fiiould  not  be  able  to  contrive  a  fyftem  of  kgif- 
luion,  more  wife  and  more  perfcd  than  that 
which  is  eftablilhed  in  the  Englilh  and  in  the 
Dutch  pofTeflions,  they  muftnot  hefitate  to  ado^t 
the  fame.  Already  have  thefe  three  powers 
fhew'a  other  marks  of  cQnformity  in  their  prin- 
ciples. They  have  alike  concentrated  the  con- 
neftions  of  their  Ammcab  fectlemcncs  in  the 
mother-country, 

•_  Ail 
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All  ihe  colonies  have  oot  had  the  Tame  origin.  *  ^°  '^ 
Some  took  thor  rife  from  the  reillefs  fpirit  of  l--^— ^ 
fbmc  tribes  of  bart)arian6«  who,  after  having  long  ^Mht^^- 
wmdered  through  defert  countries,  fiKcd  them-  ^"l\^* 
fetves  at  laft,  from  mere  wearinefs,  ia  any  one  *>>*  <>*o^ 
where  thejr  might  form  a  nation.    Others,  driven  a«t^ 
out  of  their   own   territory  by  fome  powerful  ^Jk}l 
eiiemy>  or  allured  by  chance  to  a  better  climate  Jj^''l2i 
cb«n  their  own,  have  removed  thither,  and  Ihared  ^'^'t* 
the  lands  with  the  natives.     An  excefs  of  popu- 
lation, ail  abhorrence  for  tyranny,  factions,  and 
^evolutions,  have  induced  other  citizens  to  quit 
their  native  country,  and  to  go  and  build  nev  , 
cities  in  foreign  climes.    The  fpiric  of  conqueft 
made  fome  foldiers  fettle  in  the  countries  th^ 
had  fubdued,  to  fecure  the-  property  of  them  to 
themfelves.    None  of  thefe  colonies  were  firft 
formed  with  a  view  to  trade.     Even  thofe  that   . 
were  founded  by  Tyre,  Cartlwge,  and  Marfeilles, 
which  were  all  commercial  -repubUcs,  were  only 
meant  for  neceflary  retreats  upon  barbarous  coafts, 
-^nd  for  marts,  w^re  fliips  that  were  come  from 
different  ports,  and  tired  with  a  long  voyage,  re- 
ciprocally made  their  exchanges. 

The  conqueft  of  America  gave  the  firft  idea  of 
a  new  kind  of  fe^tlcment,  the  bafts  of  which  is 
^ricult«re.  The.  governments  that  founded 
thofe  colonies,  chofe  that  fuch  of  their  fubjeds.v 
^s  they  fenc  thither,  ftiould  nof  have  it  in  their 
power  to  confume  any  thing  but  what  they  drew  ■ 
'from  the  mother<country,  or  tp  fell  the  produce 
of  their  lands  to  any  other  fiate.  This  double 
pbUgation  has  appeared  to  all  aatioos  to  be  coq- 
fonant 
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s  o  o  K  fonant  to  the  law  of  nature,  inde'pcndent  of  all 
•  ;, '  '  conventions,  arid  felf-evident.  They  have  not 
looked  upon  an  cxclufive  intercourfe  with  their 
own  colonies  as  an  imnioderftte  cottipenfation  for 
ttie  cxpcnces  of-  fettling  aftd '  pfeferving  ihem^ 
This  has  conftantly  been  the  fyftem  of  Europe 
relative  to  America.  ■  % 

-  France,  lilce  'other  nations,  was  a-Iways  de^ 
firous  that  it's  fettlemcnts  of  the  New  WotM 
fliQuld  fend  ail-  their  produftions  to  the  niothtr- 
country,  and  {liould  receive  alt  their  provifions 
from  thence:  Bbt,  in  the  prefeni  ftatc  of  things, 
this  arrangement'is  impraftieable. 

■  The  iflands  are  in  want  of  flouri  wine,  oil,  linen, 
ftuffs,hoofhoIdfufniture,  and  every  thing  that  con- 
tributes to  the  conveniencies  of  lifci  They  muR: 
receive  all  thefc  things  from  the  mother-country, 
which  even  fuppofing  a'  fyftem  of  indefinite 
liberty,  would  fell  them'  cxclufivcly,  except 
flour,  which.  North  "America  might  fornifhat-a 
cheaper  rate. 

But  thcffe  pofTelTions  are  Iikewife  in  Want  of 
Negroes- to  carry  on  the  labours,  The  mother- 
country  hath  hitherto  fupplied  this  deficieticy  in 
a  very  impcrfeft  manner  only.  It  therefore  be- 
comes ncceffary  to  have  recMirfe  to  the  Englifh, 
who  are  alone  ablt  to  fill  up  the  void,  '  The  only 
precaution  which-  would  be  proper  to  be  rakeri, 
-would  be,  to  eftablith,  perhaps,  upon  the  foG^ 
•"  cours  received  from  thefe  rivals,  a  duty  that 
would  deprive  them  of  the  advantages  which 
particular  circumftances  give  them  over  tht 
"French  merchants. 

Lastly, 
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Lastly,  in  the  prefent  ftatc  of  the  colonics,  ^ 
cattle,  fait  fifti,  and  foreign  woods,  are  become  »- 
ftbfolutcly  neccffary  for  them.  It  muft  be  con- 
fidered  as  ah  iinpofTibility  to  convey  ihem  from 
Europe  i  and  ic  is  only  from  New  England  thac 
they  can  obtain  thefe  means  which  are  eflemially 
rcquifite  for  the  culture  of  their  plantations. 

SilivooLmo,  more  or  tefs  tolerated,  hath  been 
hithertcrthe  only  rcfource  of  the  planters  j  but 
this  method,  befide  being  too  expenfive,  is  dif- 
fioneft  and  infufficient.  It  is  time  that  pro- 
hibitive laws  ftiould  give  way  to  the  imperious 
Jaw  of  neceOity.  Government  fhould  point  out 
the  ports  where  foreign  produftions  may  be  re- 
ceived ;  they  Aiould  fettle  the  provifions  which 
ihould  be  allowed  to  be  carried ;  they  fhoutd  form 
judicious  inftitutions,  which  might  give  a  degree 
of  GonMency  to  this  arrangement;  and  advan- 
tages will  .be  found  to  accrue  from  this  ncwfyf- 
tem,  exempt  from  every  ioconvenicHcej  a  trial 
Vas  made  of  it  in  1765.  If  this  fortunate  plan 
sras  giv&n.up,  -it  was  on  account  of  that  fatal  in- 
ftability  which  hath  fc"  *  lo^g  time  difgraced  the 
■paval  operations  of  France:"  it  will. therefore  be 
Tcfumed,  "agdat  the  fame  time  the  colonies  will 
j>e  iiecure  of  a  mart  for  all  their  produ<ftions  '  '  ' 
-'  -  Tfl  BSE  fettlements  'fend  annually  to  the  ttioihS^ 
country,  befides  what  they  keep  for  their  omj 
«6nfumptioti,  a'  hundred  thpufand  hOglheads"oF 
melaffes';  the  value  of  which  may  be  fr'omTifn^ 
to  ten  millions*.    Fromi'  ill-judged  motives 'of 

' !  ijitercft. 
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■  J|0  *  intcreft,  perhaps,  fl»e  hath  deprived  them  and 
»  y  t  bcrfelf  of  this  benefit  i  from  an  apprehenGon  oC 
iojuring  the  fale  of  her  own  -brandy.  The  bran- 
dies drawn  from  fugar,  always  inferior  to  thola 
CKtraded  from  wine,  can  only  be  for  the  ufe  of 
poor  nations,  or  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  in 
the  rich  ones.  They  will  never  be  preferred  to 
any  but  malt  fpirits,  and  thefe  are  not  diftilled  in 
France.  There  will  always  be  a  demand  for  th« 
French  brandies,  even  in  the  iQands,  for  the  ufc 
of  that  clafs  of  men  who  can  afford  to  pay  for 
them.  The  government,  ihereforcj  can  never 
too  foon  retra^  fo  unjuft  and  fo  fatal  an  .error, 
and  ought  to  admit  meblTes  and  rum  into  it's  ports, 
to  be  co'nfumed  there,  or  wherever  elfethey  may 
be  wanted.  Nothing  would  more  esitend  their 
confumptipn,  than  to  authorife  French  naviga* 
tors  to  carry  them  dire>5Hy  to  the  foreign  markets. 
This  indulgence  ought  even  to  be  extended  to  the 
whole  produce  f^  the  colonies.  As  an  opinioa  - 
that  clafhes  with  fo  many  interefts  and  fo  many 
prejudices,  may  probably  be  contefted,  it  will  be 
proper  to  eftablifh  it  on  clear  principles. 

The  French  illands  furnilh  the  mother-country 
with  fugars,  coffee,  cotton,  indigo,  and  other 
commodities,  that  arc  partly,  confumed  at  home, 
and  partly  difpofed  of  in  foreign  countries,  which 
return  in  exchange  cither  filver,  or  other  articles 
that  are  wanted.  Tbefe  illands  receive  from  the 
mother-country  clothes,  provilions  and  inftru*- 
ments  of  hufbandry.  Such  is  the  twofold  defli- 
nation  of  the  colonies.  In  order  to  fulBl  it  they 
muft  be  rich.  In  order  to  be  rich,  they  muft 
grow 


.l.zedl!,G0Oglc 


IK  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INOlES.  13; 

grow  large  crops,  and  be  aWe  to  difpofc  of  them  ■  °,j'J  ' 
at  the  bed  price :  and  that  this  price  may  be  kept  < — «— 
Up,  the  Tale  of  them  muft  be  as  general  as  poP 
fible.  To  obtain  this,  it  muft  be  made  entirely 
free.  In  order  to  make  it  as  free  as  poflible,  it 
muft  be  clogged  with  no  formalizes,  -no  expcnces, 
tio  labours,  no  needltfs  incumbrances.  Theie 
truths,  which  may  be  proved  from  their  clofe 
coane&ion  irich  each  other,  muft  determine  whe- 
ther it  be  advantageous;  riiat  the  trade  (^  the 

'  colonics  Ihould  be  fubjefted  to  the  delays  and  ex- 
J>ence  of  a  ftaple  in  France. 

This£  intermediate  cKpehces  mtift  necelTarily 
fall  either  upon  the  confumcr  or  upon  thti 
planter.  If  upon  the  former, "he  will  confumc 
iefs,  becaufe  his  means  do  not  increafe  in  pro- 
portion (O  his  cxpences ;  if  upon  the  latter,  as 
his  produce  brings  in  tcfs,  he  wilt  be  lefs  itble  ta 
make  the  neceflary  advances  for  the  next  crop, 
and  of  CDurfc  his  lands  will  yield  lefs.  The  evi- 
dent progrefe  of  thefc  deftroiftive  confequences  is 
fo  little  attended  to,  that  every  day  we  hear 
people  confidendy  fay,  that  merchandize,  before 
it  is  confumed,  muft  pafs  through  many  hands, 
tod  undergo  many  charges,  both  for  handicraft 

'  and  carriage  i  and  chat  as  tbcfe  charges  employ 
and  maintain  a  number  of  perfons,  they  are  con- 
ducive to  the  population  and  ftrength  of  a  ftate. 
Men  are  .fo  blioded  by  prejudice,  as  not  to  fee, 
that  if  it  be  advantageous  that  commodities, 
before  they  are  confumed,  fhould  undergo,  a  two- 
fold expence,  this  advantage  will  ftill  be  in- 
creafed,  to  the  greater  emolument  of  the  nation, 

if 
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■  ?„?  "  if  ''*'»  expence  fliould  amount  to  four,  eighty 
If-/!-.*  twelve,  or  thirtjr  times  more.  Then,  indeed^ 
all  iiatioiis.might  break  up  their  highways,  fill  up 
their  cmals,  prohibit  the  navigation  of  their 
riversi  they  might  even  exclude  animals  from  the 
labours  of  the  field,  and  employ  none  but  men 
in  thefe  works^  in  order  to  add  to  the  expencef 
that  precede  the  confumptton  of  the  produce.- 
Yet .  luch  are  the  abfurditics  we  muft  maintain^ 
if  we  admit  the  falfe  principle  we  are  now  op'' 
pofifig. 

But  political  truths  muft  be  long  ciaviffc^ 
before  they  are  perceived.  I  (hall  advance,  with- 
out fearing  to  be  coniradifted,  that  thetran-i 
fcendent  parts  of  geometry  have  neither  the 
depth  nor  the  fubtilty  of  this  fpecies  of  arith- 
metic. There  is  nothing  poflible  in  mathe- 
matics, which  the  genius  of  Ncwcon,  or  of  fom<! 
of  his  fuccefTors,  might  not  have  flattered  itfelf 
to  accontlpliih.  But  I  fball  not  fay  as  much  of 
them,  with  refpcit  to  the  matters  we  are  now 
treating  of.  At  firft  fight  wc  imagine  that  we 
had  but  one  difficulty  to  folvc :  but  this  difficulty 
foon  brings  on  another ;  that  again  a  third,  and 
thus  we  proceed,  ad  infinitum ;  and  wc  perceivt  thai? 
weteufteithergivcuptheworkjOrerabraceatonce  ■ 
the  whole  imnjcnfe  fyftcm  of  fecial  order,  without 
which.we  Ihalt  obtain  only  an  incomplete  and  de^ 
fcAive  refult.  The  data,  and  the  calculations,  vary 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  it's  produc- 
tions,, it's  fpecie,  it's  refources,  it's  conneftions, 
it's  laws,  it's  cuftoms,  it's  tafte,  it's  commerce, 
and  ii's  manners.  Where  ihall  we  find  the  man 
3  fufficicntly 
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■  fufficiently  irrfbrmed  to.,  embrace  all  tKcfe  ele-  ' 
menu?  Where  the  mind  fufiiciently  accurate  to  ' 
appreciate  them«nly  at  their  pro^r  value?  AH 
informationfi  concerning  the  different  branches  of 
fociety,  are  no  more  than  the  branches  of  thac 
uee,  which  cooftitMtes  ihe  fcience  of  the  man  en-- 
gaged  in  public-life^  .He  mud  be  an  eccleliafticy 
a  -military  man,  a-  magifl:rate>  a  financier,  a 
mefcbaotj  and  a  -  hufbandman.  He  muft  have 
weighed  all  the  advantages  and  obftacles  which  he 
is  to  expeA  froijn  pailion,  from  rival  pretcnfions^ 
and  from  private  mtcreft.  With  all  the  know- 
l^e  th»  may  -be  acquired  without  genius,  and 
with  all  the  geniu^;that  may  have  been  bcftowed. 
u{»}n  him  without  j^nowlegej  he  is  inftantly  led 
into  miftakes^  Ii  is  not  therefore  furprifing,  that 
fo  many  error;  lliovld  have  gained  credit  among 
the  people,  who  never  repeat  »ny  thing  but  what 
they  have  hear'd;  that  fo. many  fliould  have  pre-* 
vailed  among  fpecuiatorsy  who  fuffer  themfelvet 
to,  be  led  away  by  the  fpirit  of  fyfiem,  and  wlio. 
fcruple  not  to  conclude  a  general  truth,  from 
feme  particular  fucxefs;  that  fo  many  miftakec 
Jhould  happen  among  men  of  bufinefs,  who  are, 
all  of  them  more  or  lefs  enllaved  to  the  routine, 
of  their  predeceffors,  and  more  or  lefs  reftrained 
by  the  ruinous  confequences  of  attempting  any 
thing  contrary  to  cuftom ;  in  a  word,  that  fo 
many  faults  fliould  be  committed  among  ftatef- 
men,  who  by  their  birth,  or  by  favour,  are 
brought  up  to  important  places,  to  which  they 
come  with  profound  ignorance,  that  leaves  them 
9t  the  dilcretion  of  corrupt  fubaJterns,  who 
either 
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■  °  ^  ^  cither  deceive  or  miflead  them.  In  every  well 
C-V-— ^  regulated  fociety,  there  ought  to  be  no  iiwtier 
upon  which  a  freedom  of  difcunion  fhould  not  be 
aHowed.  The  more  weighty,  and  the  more 
difficult  this  matter  is,  the  more  necelfary  dotb 
this  difcuflion  become.  Can  we  then  have  a 
more  important,  -a  more  complicated  fubjeft  than 
that  of  government  ?  Or  could*  any  court,  that 
was  fond  of  truth,  do  better  than  to  encourage 
all  men  to  exercife  their  thoughts  upon  it  ?  And 
fliould  we  not  be  authorized  to  think  of  that 
;  court,  who  fhould  forbid  this  ftudy,  that  we 
muft  either  diftruft  their  operations,  or  conclude 
them  to  be  bad?  The  true  refirit  of  a  prohibitive 
ediit  upon  this  point,  might  very  properly  be 
contained  in  the  following  words :    The  sove- 

KEIGK    FORBIDS     THAT    IT'    SHOITtD    BE    DEMON-    , 
STRATED  TO  HIM,    THAT  HIS  MINISTER  IS  EITHER    ' 
A    FOOL    OR    A    KNATE,    FOR    IT    IS    HIS    PLEASURE 
THAT    HE    SHOULD    BE    EITHER    THE   ONE   OR   THE 
OTHER,    WITHOUT    ANY   KOTICE  BEING  TAKER    OF 

IT.  The  council  of  Vcrfaillcs,  long  blinded  by 
that  darkncfs  in  which  they  fuffered  their  nation 
(o  remain,  had  not  yet  acquired  a  fufficient  de- 
gree of  knowlege  to  difcovcr  what  kind  of  admi- 
niftration  was  fitted  for  the  colonies  j  and  they 
are  ftill  equally  ignorant  of  the  form  of  govern- 
ment beft  calculated  to  make  them  profpcr. 
ijttein-  "^"^   French    colonies,    fettled    by  profligate 

(hsriij  io  ixicn,  who  fled  from  the  reftraints  or  punishments 
injndicom-  of  the  law,  feemed  at  firft  to  ftand  in  need  of 
M,ofe''p'r."  nothing  but  a  ftrift  police  j  they  were  therefore 
bDt»ho»e  committed 
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Committed  to  chiefs  who  had  an  unlimited  autho-  ■  ^  ^  K 
rity.  The  fpirit  of  intrigue,  natural  to  all  courts,  ■ — .^^ 
but  more  efpecially  familiar  to  a  nation  where  ^"ISiu** 
gallantry  gives  the  women  an  univcrfal  afcendant,  '!)f™  *••■ 
has  at  all  times  Blled  the  higher  polls  in  America 
with  worthlels  merij  loaded  with  debts  and  vices. 
The  miniftry,  from  fome  fi;nfe  of  fliame,  and  the 
'fear  of  raifing  fuch  men  where  their  difgrace  was 
know'n,  have  fent  them  beyond  fca,  to  improve 
or  retrieve  their  fortunes,  among  people  who  were 
ignorant  of  their  mifconduiS.  An  ill-jodged 
compafnon,  and  chat  miftaken  maxim  of  cour- 
tiers, that  villany  is  necelTary,  and  villains  are 
ufcful,  made  them  deliberately  facrifice  the  peace 
of  the  planters,  the  fafety  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
very  interefts  of  the  ftate,  to  a  fet  of  infamous 
perfons  only  fit  to  be  imprifoned.  Thcfe  rapa- 
cious and  diflblute  men  (lifled  the  feeds  of  all 
that  was  good  and  laudable,  and  checked  the 
progrcfs  of  that  profperity  which  was  rifmg  fpon- 
taneoufly. 

Arbitrary  power  carries  along  with  it  fo 
fubtle  a  poifon,  that  even  thofe  men  who  went 
over  with  honeft  intentions,  were  foon  corrupted. 
If  ambition,  avarice,  and  pride,  had  not  begun 
to  infe£t  them,  they  would  nor  have  been  proof 
againd  flattery,  which  never  fails  to  raife  it's 
mcannefs  upon  general  flavery,  and  to  advance 
it's  own  fortune  by  public  calamities. 
.  The  few  governors  who  efcapcd  corruption, 
meeting  with  no  fupport  in  an  arbitrary  admi- 
niftration,  were  continually  committing  mif- 
takcs.      Men    are    to    be    governed    by    laws 
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"  xm.  ^  '""^  "°'  ^y  ™*"*  "^  ^''^  governors  be  deprived 
*-^w—'  of   this   common   rule*    this  ftandard  of  their 

judgments,  all  righi^  all  fafecy*  and  all  civil 
liberty,  will  be  exrin6t.  Nothing  will  then  be 
feen  but  contradiftory  decifions,  tranfient  and 
oppofite  regulations  and  orders,  which,  for  want 
of  fundamental  maxims,  will  have  no  conne^ioti 
with  each  other.  If  the  code  of  taws  were  can- . 
celled,  even  in  the  beft-confl-itutcd  empire,  it 
would  foofl  appear  that  juftice  alone  was  not 
fufficient  to  govern  it  well.  The  wifeft  men 
would  be  inadequate  to  fucb  ^  talk.    As  the^ 

'  would  not  all  be  of  the  fame  nnind,  and  as  each 
of  them  would  not  always  be  in  the  fame  difpo- 
Btion,  the  Hate  would  foon  be  fubverted.  This 
kind  of  confufion  was  perpetual  in  the  French  co- 
lonics, and  the  more  fo,  as  the  governors  made 
but  a  Aiorc  (lay  In  one  place,  and  were  recalled 
before  they  had  time  to  take  cognizance  of  any 
thing.  After  they  had  proceeded  without  a  guide 
for  three  years,  in  a  new  country,  and  upon  un- 
formed'plans  of  police  and  laws,  thefe  rulers  were 
replaced  by  others,  who,  in  as  fliort  a  fpace,  had 
not  time  to  form  any  conneftion  with  the  people 
they  were  to  govern,  nor  to  ripen  their  projcifls 
into  that  juftice  which,  when  tempered  with  mild- 
nefs,  can  alone  fecure  the  execution  of  them. 
This  want  of  experience,  and  of  precedents,  fa 
much  intimidated  one  of  thefe  abfolute  magi- 
ftrates,  that,  out  of  delicacy,  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  decide  upon  the  common  occurrences. 
Not  but  that  he  was  aware  of  the  inconveniencies 
of  bis  irrefolution  i  but,  though  an  able  man,  he 
9  did 
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did  not  think  himfcir  qualified  to  be  a  Jcgiflator,  ' 
and  tiKrefpredid  not  chufe  to  ufui-p  the  authority  ■■ 
of  one. 

Yet  thefe  diforders  might  cafily  have  been 
prevented,  by  fubftitLuing  an  equitable  legi  flat  ion,' 
firm,  andindependcnt  of  private  will,  to  a  military 
government,  violent  in  itfelf",  and  adapted  only  to 
criticil  and  perilous  times.  But  this  fchcmc,  which 
has  often  been  propofed,  was  difapproved  by  the 
governorsjealousof  abfolute  power;  which,  for- 
midable in  itfclfl  is  always  odious  in  a  fubjeift, 
Thefe  (laves,  cfcaped  from  the  fecret  tyranny  of 
the  coUrt,  were  remarkably  attached  to  that  form 
of  juftice  which  prevails  in  Afiatic  governments,  ' 
by  which  they  kept  even  their  own  dependents  in 
awe.  The  reformation  was  rejefted  even  by  fome 
virtuous  governors,  who  did  not  confidcr,  that, 
by  referVing  to  themfelves  the  right  of  doing 
good,  they  left  it  in  the  power  of  their  fucceffbrs 
■  ,to  do  ill  with  impunity.  All  exclaimed  againfl: 
aplanof  legiflation  that  tended  to  leflen  thede- 
pendence  of  the  people  j  and  the  court  was  weak 
enough  to  give  way  to  their  intinuation  and  ad- 
vice, from  a  confequence  of  that  propenfity  to  ar- 
bitrary power  natural  to  princes  and  their  mini- 
fters.  They  thought  they  provided  fufficientlv 
for  their  colonies,  by  giving  them  an  Intendant  to 
balance  the  power  of  the  governor.. 

These  diftant  fetdernenrs,  which,  til!  then,  had 
groaned  under  the  yoke  of  one  proprietor  only, 
now  became  a  prey  to  two,  equally  dangerous  by 
their  divifion  and  their  union.  When  they  were 
ac  variance  they  divided  the  minds  of  the  people, 
R  a  fowcd 
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'  xiiL^  foweddifcord  among  their  adherents^  and  kindled 
w.v  *  3.  kind  of  civil  war.  The  rumour  of  their  difien- 
tions  was  at  length  brought  to  Europe,  where  each 
party  had  it's  favourers,  who  were  animated  by 
pride  or  interefl  to  fupport  them  to  their  pofts. 
When  they  agreed,  either  becaufe  their  good  or 
bad  intentions  happened  to  be  the  fame,  or  becaufe 
the  one  had  got  an  entire  afcendant  over  the  other, 
the  coloniftswcre  in  a  worfe  condition  thaaever. 
Whatever oppreflion  thefcviflims  laboured  under, 
their  complaints  were  never  hcar'd  in  the  mother- 
country,  who  looked  upon  the  harmony  that  fuh- 
fifted  between  her  delegates,  as  the  moft  certain 
proof  of  a  faultlefs  admin  iltration. 

The  fate  of  the  French  colonics  is  not  much 
improved.  Their  governors,  befidcs  having  the 
difpofal  of  the  regular  troops,  have  a  right  to  in- 
lift  the  inhabitants;  to  order  them  to  what  works 
they  think  proper-,  to  employ  them  as  they  think 
proper  in  time  of  war,  and  even  to  make  ufc  of 
them  for  conqucft.  Intruded  with  abfblute  autho- 
rity, and  defirous  of  exerting  all  the  powers  that 
can  cftablilh  or  extend  it,  they  take  upon  them- 
felves  the  cognizance  of  civil  debts.  The  debtor 
IS  fummoncd,  throw'n  into  prifon,  or  into  a  dun- 
geon, and  compelled  to  pay  without  any  other 
formality,  and  this  is  what  they  call  the  fervice, 
or  the  military  department.  The  intcndants  have 
the  fole  management  and  difpofal  of  the  finances, 
and  generally  order  the  coUefting  of  them.  They 
inquire  into  all  caiifes,  both  civil  and  criminal'; 
whether  jiiftice  has  not  yet  taken  cognizance  of 
them,  or  whether  they  have  already  been  brought 
before 
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before  the  fuperior  tribunals)  and  this  is  what  ' 
they  call  adminiftration.  The  governors  and  in-  » 
tcndants  jointly  grant  the  lands  that  have  not  yet 
been  given  awayj  and  determined,  a  few  years  ago,, 
all  differences  that  arofe  refpefting  the  old  pof- 
fcflions.  This  arrangement  placed  the  fortunes 
of  all  the  colonifts  in  their  hands,  or  in  thofe 
of  their  clerks  and  dependants  j  and  confcqucntly 
made  all  property  precarious,  and  occafioncd  the 
uimoft  confiifion. 

In  mechanics,  the  further  the  refifting  powers 
arc  removed  from  the  center,  the  more  the  moving 
force  mu ft  be  increafedj  in  like  manner,  we  arc 
told,  the  colonics  cannot  be  fecured  any  otherwlle 
than  by  a  harlh  and  ablblute  government.  Iffo, 
Sir  William  Petty  was  in  the  right  to  difapprovc 
of  thefe  fort  of  fettlements.  It  would  be  better  that 
the  earth  (hould  remain  unpeopled,  or  thinly  inha- 
bited, than  that  fome  powers  fhould  be  extended  to 
the  misfortune  of  the  people.  It  is  incumbent  upon 
France  to  invalidate  this  fydem  of  an  Englilhman 
againft  colonies,  by  improving  more  and  more  in 
the  method  of  governing  them.  That  enlightened 
fpirit  wRich  diftinguidies  theprefent  age,  whatever 
may  be  the  aflertion  of  thofe  who  attribute  to  the 
contempt  of  cerrain  prejudices  the  vices  infepa- 
rable  from  luxury,  and  to  the  freedomof  think- 
ing and  writing,  thofe  corrupt  manners  that  arifc 
from  the  paffions  of  the  great,  and  from  the  abufe 
of  power :  that  enlightened  fpirit,  1  fay,  which 
ftill  fupports  and  guides  the  nation,  while  mora- 
lity is  little  attended  to,  will  rcftore  the  court  of 
Verfailles  to  thofe  judicious  principles  which  we 
R  3  have 
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'  XM  ^  ^'^^  ^^  °^^  pointed  oat  to  them.     If  aoy 
Ui-iy-w'  pcrfon  bach  been  offended   by  them,  he  need 
only  be  queftioned,  and  it  will  be  found  that  he 
is  fome  vile  adulator  of  the  great,  or  Ibme  in- 
ferior perfon  attached  by  his  fituation  or  by  inte- 
rell  to  the  adminiftration,  of  which  he  is  the  pane* 
gyrift  i  we  may  conclude,  that  he  hath  not  the 
leaft  idea  of  the  duty  which  a  citizen  owes  to  his 
country.     Shall  I  be  confidcred  as  the  accomplice 
of  a  villain,  if  I  Ihould  not  call  out  when  I  ftre 
him  throwing  a  lighted  torch  into  the  houfe  of  a 
fellow  citizen ;  and  Ihall  not  my  Olcnce  be  deemed 
culpable,  when  1  fee  the  whole  empire  threatened 
with  a  conflagration  i   It  is  not  the  fubjct^  who 
keeps  his  fovereign  in  the  datk,    refpeding  ths. 
dangers  of  his  fituation.  who  can  be  called  a  faith- 
ful fubjetft  i  it  is  he  who  acquaints  him  of  it  with 
franknefs  at  the  rilk  of  incurring  his  difplcafurc. 
But  it  is  urged,  why  do  you  not  addrcfs  yourfelf 
to  thofe  who  govern  the  kingdom,  rather  than  to 
the  public  ?     Can  thofe-who  govern  be  approach- 
ed ?  Would  they  liftcn  to  you  ?    po  they  not  think 
that  all  knowlege  is  centered  in  them  ?     Do  they 
judge  for  themfelves  ?  Would  not  the  mofl  .  nport- 
ani  fpeculations  be  fent  back  to  offices  and  ful  » 
mitted  to  the  decifion  of  a  clerk,  who  would  not  fail 
to  difapprove  them,  cither  from  ignorance,  from 
vanity,  or  from  fome  other  Icfs  fccret  and  more 
vile  motive.     It  is  not  certain  that  I  fhould  be 
hcar'd,  even  if  my  voice  were  affifted  by  a  mul- 
titude of  other  voices.     Let  me  therefore  be  al- 
lowed to  fpeak.     Let  me  be  allowed  to  tell  my 
country  what  can  raife  her  poficffions  in  the  New 
World, 
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World,  to  that  degree  of  profperity  and  of  hap-  ^  ^°^  ^ 
pinefs  of  which  they  are  fufceptible.  fc— y-j 

Fsw  alterations  will  be  found  neceflkry,  with  cKinr* 
regard  to  what  concerns  public  worfliip;  it  hath  ^""^'^a 
been  made  fubordinatc  as  much  as  poQible  to  ^ntheuimi. 
civil  authority.    It's  miniftcrs  are  monks,  whofe  theFranh 
appearance  of  gravity,  and  whofc  fingular  drcfs, 
make  more  imprefTion  upon  the  ignorant  and 
fuperftitious  Negroes,    than  could  be  expeded 
from  the  moft  fublimc  moral  precepts  of  religion. 
The  allurement  of  novelty,  fo  powerful  in  France, 
had  a  few  years  ago  foggefted  a  projefl  of  fub- 
ftituting  bifljops  and  a  numerous  clergy  to  thefe  ■ 
convenient  paftors.     In  vain  had  all  men  united 
in  rejecting  a  body  of  clergy,  formidable  by  their 
ambition,    their  avarice,    and  their  pretcnfions. 
Had  not  the  turbulent  and  unlkilfut  miniAer,  who 
had  formed  this  dcftruiSive  plan  been  difgraccd, 
the  French  colonies  would  have  been  tormented 
by  a  calamity,  ftill  greater  than  that  which  they 
have  experienced  for  fo  long  a  time  from  legifla- 
tive  authority. 

These  great  fettlemcnts  were  founded  by 
chance/  either  fortunate  or  unfortunate,  a  little 
before  the  middle  of  the  laft  century.  There 
was  at.  that  time  no  fixed  idea  refpeifting  the 
countries  of  the  New  World.  For  this  reafon 
the  cuftoms  adopted  at  Paris,  and  the  criminal 
laws  of  the  kingdom  were  chofen  for  their  regu" 
lation.  Judicious  men  have  fince  that  been  well 
aware,  that  this  kind  of  jurifprudence  could  not 
be  fuitablc  to  a  country  of  flavery,  to  a  climate, 
to  morals,  to  cultures,  and  to  polfeffions,  which 
R  4  have 
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'  xm  ^  ^*''  "**  ^'"*'  °^  refcmblance  to  our'a ;  but  thcfe 
c-y  ^  reflections  of  fome  individuals  have  had  no  in- 
fluence upon  the  operations  of  government.  Far 
from  correding  the  defefts  of  thefe  firft  inflitu- 
tions,  they  have  added  to  the  abfurdity  of  the 
principles^  embarrafiinents,  confuGon,  and  a 
multiplicity  of  forms,  and  confequently  no  juftice 
hath  been  rendered. 

Things  will  remain  in  the  fame  fiate  till  a 
fyftem  of  legidation  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
idands  Ihall  render  juridical  decifions  poffible 
and  even  eafy  :  but  this  imponanc  work  cannot 
be  done  in  France.  Leave  to  the  colonics  af- 
fembled  the  care  of  rcprefenting  their  own  wants, 
let  them  be  fuffered  to  form  themfelves  fuch  a 
code  as  they  (hall  think  moll  fuitable  to  their 
fituation.  When  this  great  labour  Ihatl  have 
been  executed  with  mature  deliberation,  it  Ihould 
be  fubmitted  to  the  dcepeft  and  moft  rigorous 
difquifittons.  The  fanftion  of  government  ought 
not  to  be  granted  to  it,  till  every  doubt  be  re- 
moved with  refpeft  to  it's  utility  and  to  it's  pcr- 
fedion.  There  wilt  then  be  no  fear  of  a  want  of 
good  magiftrates.  The  laws  will  be  fo'precife, 
'  fo  clear,  and  fo  well  adapted  to  bufmefs,  that  the 
tribunals  will  no  longer  be  accufcd  of  ignorance, 
of  want  of  applicauon,  orof  diflionefly. 

From  diis  new  order  of  filings  an  exaft  police 
would  arife.  This  method  of  keeping  the  citi- 
zens in  order  is  eafy  in  Europe.  A  father  does 
the  office  of  a  cenfor  in  his  own  family,  he  watches 
over  his  wife,  his  children,  and  his  domeftic's. 
The  proprietor,  or  the  principal  tenant,  exerts 

the 


ilizedbvGoOgIc 


:    IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES,  249 

the  fame .  authority  in'  his  houfc;  the  manufiic*  book 
turer  or  che  tradefman  in  his  warehoufei  or  in  his  ^.  .-y-'nj 
workfliop.  One  neighbour  is  a  kind  of  infpeftor 
over  another.  Aflbciations  of  men  jealous  of 
their  honour,  keep  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  con» 
dud  and  aftions  of  their  members;  no  man  of 
bad  charafter  is  received  among  them,  and  they 
expel  thofe  who  have  difgraced  themfeJves.  A 
dangerous  man  isfoon  found  out,  and  every  door 
.  is  fliur  againfl:  hira.  There  is  a  tribunal  Of  ho- 
nour, and  another  of  fcandal.  Morality  exerts  a 
kind  of  judicature  which  no  one  can  avoid. 
Where  is  the  man,  who  is  hot  more  or  lefs  re- 
ftrained  by  the  public  opinion  ?  All  thefe  fpccics 
of  authority  derogate  from  the  fundtions  of  go- 
vernment. America,  full  of  infulated  indivi- 
duals, w'ithout  country,  and  without  relations, 
who  are  for  ever  changing  place,  and  inceffantly 
renewed,  and  who  are  urged  to  the  boldeft  enter-  , 
prizes  by  their  third  after  riches :  America  re- 
quires a  more  aftive,  a  more  ftcady,  and  a  more 
circumftantial  adminiftration. 

Instead  of  this,  one  officer,  under  the  name  of 
King's  Lieutenant,  rcGding  in  a  port,  or  in  a 
fmall  town,  was  for  a  long  while  folely  intrufted 
with  that  important  office  in  the  French  iflands. 
This  man  was  a  petty  tyrant,  who  diftrefled  the 
planters,  who  extorted  money  from  trade,  and  who 
preferred  the  felling  of  a  pardon  to  the  prevention 
of  mifdemeanours.  For  fome  years  paft  the  com- 
manders of  the  militia,  have  in  each  diftrifl  been 
intrufted  with  the  care  of  maintaining  public 
trancjuillity,  under  the  infpe^ion  of  the  chief  of 

the 
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■  vn?  "  *^'^  colony.  This  new  arrangement  Js  not  fo  de- 
V.  -,'i  ■  fc^ive  as  the  former,  but  it  is  ftill  too  arbitrary. 
Let  ^us  indulge  in  the  pleaQng  expedationi  that 
the  fame  code  by  which  the  fortune  of  each  in- 
dividual fhall  be  put  under  the  proceftion  of  tlje 
law5>  will  alfo  fecure  his  liberty. 

At  this  period  trade  will  be  better  regulated 
than  it  hath  yet  been.  The  French  merchants  do 
not  go  them&lv£s  to  the  iflands>  but  they  fend 
there  cargoes  more  or  lefs  valuable.  Thofc  which 
are  not  of  much  value>  arc  commionly  diftributed 
by  the  captains  of  the  fliips  for  ready  money. 
The  moft  important  of  them,  fuch  as  thofe  which 
carry  Aaves,  are  mollly  delivered  upon  credit, 
and  agents  are  fixed  in  thofe  fecclements  for  the 
coUefting  of  the  money.  The  payments  are  fel- 
dom  made  at  the  appointed  time ;  and  this  wane 
of  punduality  hath  always  occaQoned  difputes 
between  the  colonies  and  the  mother-country. 
Adminiftration  have  for  a  long  time  been  endca* 
vouring  to  put  an  end  to  thefe  eternal  diicords. 
Might  there  not  be  a  regifter  kept  in  each  jurif- 
didion,  in  which  every  debt  Ihould  be  noted  in 
the  fame  order  in  which  it  had  been  contracted  i 
"When  intelligent  pcrfons  fhould  determine,  that 
the  debtor's  eftate  was  mortgaged  for  more  than 
half  it's  value,  every  creditor  fhould  be  allowed 
to  put  it  up  to  iale. 

This  arrangement,  chough  wife  and  necelTary, 
would  certainly  difplcafe  the  colonics  j  but  they 
would  foon  be  comforted,  refpefling  what  they 
might  at  firft  have  confidered  as  an  unfortunate 
circumftance,  ihould  that  rigour  be  moderated 
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by  a  better  adminiftration  of  the  finances.  Go-  B  o  o  K 
vernmeni  were  cruel  enough,  even  at  the  firft  >— ^^ 
origin  of  the  colonies,  to  eicaft  a  tribute  front 
thofe  unfortunate  people  who  went  to  the  New 
World  to.feek  their  fubfiftence.  Stronger  con- 
tributions were  required  of  thenn,  in  proportion  as 
their  labqurs  and  the  fruits  of  their  induftry  were 
multiplied  i  and  yet  this  enormous  weight,  with 
which  [heir  commodities,  their  confumptions,  and 
their  flaves  were  overloaded,  fcarcely  excite  a 
feeble  remonftrance.  The  complaints  are  gene- 
rally founded  upon  the  tyrannical  manner  in 
which  the  public  revenue  is  coUeftcd,  and  upon 
the  pernicious  ufes  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  is 
alleged,  that  the  treafury  thinks  itfelfexhaufted 
by  the  expences  which  are  required  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  iOands.  They  themfelves  offer  to  de- 
fny  all  thefe  expences  in  the  moft  ample  manner, 
provided  that  the  raxes  be  regulated  and  difpofcd  of 
by  the  national  aflemblics.  The  troops  will  then  be 
(nore  regularly  paid,  and  the  fortifications  kept 
in  better  order,  under  the  infpeflion  of  govern- 
ment irfelf.  Difencumbered  from  that  multitude 
of  ofBcers,  who  under  the  name  of  the  ftaff,  ex- 
hauflthem;  of  thofe  legions  of  rapacious  farmers 
of  the  revenue  who  opprefs  them  inceflancly  and 
beyond  meafure,  the  colonics  will  attend  to  their- 
improvement.  Convenient  roads  will  be  opened 
on  all  fides,  the  moralfes  will  be  dried  up,  a  bed 
will  be  digged  for  the  torrents,  that  of  the  riversi 
will  be  repaired,  and  bridge^  will  be  conftrudedl 
to  fecure  the  communications.  The  young  Cre- 
oles will  receive  upon  their  own  foil  a  proper 
education. 
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■  o  o  K  education,  which  they  did  not  obuin  even  by 
V,  - -',ji  crofling  the  Teas.  In  a  word,  there  will  be  a  body 
appointed,  which  fhall  be  authorized  to  purfue, 
even  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  that  dcfpotic  rage 
which  fo  frequently  fcizes  upon  thofe  vain  or 
corrupt  men,  who  are  chofen  by  intrigue  or  by 
ignorance  tt>  govern  thefe  didant  regions. 

Nothing  appears  to  be  more  confonant  to  the 
ends  of  found  policy,  than  to  allow  thefe  iflandcrs 
the  right  of  governing  themfelves,  provided  it  be 
in  fubordination  to  the  mother-country  j  pearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  a  boat  follows  all  the'di- 
Te£tiona  of  the  fhip  it  is  fadened  to.  It  will,  per- 
haps, be  obje£ted,  that  the  people  in  thofe  remote 
iflaiids  being  continually  renewed  by  the  6uAua- 
tion  of  commerce,  this  will  naturally  bring  in  a 
number  of  worthlcfs  men;  and  that  it  will  be  long 
before  we  can  expect  to  fee  thofe  manners  and  that 
fagacity  among  them,  which  wilt  be  produftive  of 
public  fpirit,  and  of  chat  dignity  which  is  requifite 
tofupport  the  weight  of  affairs,  and  the  interellS' 
of  a  nation.  This  objcftion  might  have  fome  foun- 
dation, if  we  attended  merely  to  the  character  of 
thofe  Europeans  who  are  driven  to  America  by 
their  wants  or  their  vices;  who,  by  thus  tranf- 
porting  themfelvcs,  either  by  choice  or  from  other 
motives,  are  ftrangers  every  where;  commonly  cor- 
rupted by  the  want  of  laws,  ill-fupplitd  by  an  ar- 
bitrary policej  by  that  depraved  tafte  for  domi- 
nion, which  refults  from  the  abufcofllavery;  and 
by  the  dazzling  luftre  of  a  great  fortune,  which 
makes  them  forget  their  former  obfcurity.  But 
this  clafs  of  men  ought  to  have  no  fhare  in  the  ad- 
ininifiration> 
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miniftration,  which  fliould  be  wholly  committed  to  *  ^in. "' 
proprietors,  tnoftly  borninthecolonies:  forjufticc  ^  «"-^ 
is  the  natural  confequence  of  propcrtyj  and  none 
are  more  interefted  in  the  good  government  of  a  ' 
country,  than  thofe  who  arc  entitled  by  their  birth 
to  the  largeft  poflcflions  in  it.  Thcfe  Creoles,  who 
have  naturally  a  great  (hare  of  penetration,  a 
franknefs  of  charafter,  an  elevation  of  foul,  and  a 
certain  love  of  jufticc  that  arifcs  from  thefc  valua- 
ble difpofilions,  would  be  fo  fenGble  of  the  marks 
of  eft^em  and  confidence  which  would  be  Ihew'n 
them  by  the  mother-country,  in  intrufting  them 
with  the  interior  management  of  their  own,  that 
they  would  grow  fond  of  that  fertile  foil,  take  a 
pride  in  improving  it,  and  be  happy  in  introducing 
all  the  comforts  of  a  civilized  fociety.  Inftead  of 
that  antipathy  to  France,  which  is  a  refledion  upon 
herminifters,  and  upbraids  them  with  their  fevc- 
rity,  we  Chould  fee  in  the  colonies  that  attachment 
which  paternal  kindnefs  always  infpircs  to  children, 
Inftcad  of  that  fecrct  eagernefs  which,  in  time 
of  war,  makes  them  readily  fiibmit  to  a  foreign 
yoke,  we  fhould  fee  them  uniting  their  efforts  to 
prevent  or  repulfc  an  invafion.  Fear  will  reftrain 
men  under  the  immediate  eye  of  a  powerful  and 
formidable  mafter:  but  affcftion  alone  can  com- 
mand them  at  a  diftance.  This  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  fpring  that  afts  upon  the  frontier  provinces 
of  an  extcnfive  kingdom;  while  the  indolent  and 
rapacious  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  arc  kept  in 
awe  by  authority.  Attachment  to  ihe/owreign  is 
a  principle  which  cannot  be  too  much  encouraged, 
orioomuch-extcndcdi  butif  it  be  neither  merited    . 

nor 
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*  o  o  K  [jQr  returned,  he  will  not  enjoy  it  long.     No  monSf 


'  joy  will  then  appear  in  public  fcftivals,  no  tranf- 
ports  of  exultation,  no  involuntary  acctanlations 
will  be  hear'd  at  the  light  of  the  beloved  idoK 
Curiofity  will  bring  a  throng  wherever  there  is 
a  public  rpe6tacle]  but  contentment  will  not  ap^ 
pear  in  any  countenance.  A  fullen  difcontent  will 
ariie,  and  fpread  from  one  province  to  another; 
and  from  the  mother-country  to  the  coIonieSi 
When  the  fortunes  of  all  men  are  injured  or 
threatened  at  once,  the  alarm  and  the  commo- 
tion becomes  general.  Exertions  of  authority, 
multiplied  by  the  imptudcncc  of  thofe  who 
firft  venture  upon  them,  occafion  a  general  alartri 
and  fall  fucceRively  upon  all  bodies  of  men.  The 
aTCDgen  of  crimes,  and  fopportcrs  of  the  rights 
of  the  colonifts,  are  brought  up  even  from  Ame- 
rica, and  confined  like  malciftors  in  the  prifons  of 
Europe.  The  weapons  of  government,  which 
feemed  ufelefs  againft  the  enemy,  are  direfled 
againft  thefe  valuable  fubjefls  of  the  ftate.  Thofe 
people,  who  could  not  be  defended  in  time  of 
war,  are  alarmed  in  time  of  peace.  The  French 
miniftry  have  never  granted  to  their  pofleffions 
in  the  New  World,  the  fupport  requifite  to  pre- 
ftrve  them  from  ravages  or  from  invafion,  and 
they  will  never  fulfil  this  obligation,  unlefs  they 
increafe  in  the  Old  World  their  arfenals,  their 
manufaftures,  and  their  flaves.  Philofophers  of 
all  countries,  friends  of  mankind,  pardon  a 
French  writer  who  endeavours  to  excite  his  coun- 
try to  raifc  a  formidable  navy.  It  is  in  order  to 
fecure  the  tranquillity  of  the  world  that  he  wifbes 
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to  fee  that  fame  equilibrium  cftabliihed  in  all  the  •  ^,°  * 
ieas,  which  conftitutes  ac  prefent  the  fecuricjr  of  i_rTv-^j 
the  cominent. 

If  it  fiiould  be  doubted  whether  Fraoce  caa  Cn  fnate 
afpire  to  that  kind  of  power,  we  have  only  to  con-   ^u'a'^'h,, 
lider  it's  pofition.     Sufficiently  extenfive  to  pre-  ,''f'iJ^^ 
vent  it  from  being  dependent  upon  any  of  the  '"^"""lef 
furrounding  powers,  and  yet  ib  fortunately  limited    <<""  <i<>>ft 
as  not  to  be  weakened  by  it's  extent,  this  mo-   tht"p". " 
narchy  is  fituated  rn  the  center  of  Europe,  be-  '"'*' 
tween  the  ocean    and    the  Mediterranean.      Ic 
can  tranfport  all  it's  produ<Sions  from  one  fra  to 
another,    without  paffing  under  the   threatening 
cannon  of  Gibraltar,  or  under  the  infuliing  Sag 
of  the  Barbary  powers.     Mofl  of  it's  provinces 
are   watered  by  rivers,  or  interfered  by  canals, 
which  fecure  the  communication  between  it's  in- 
land countries  and  it's  ports,  and  between  it's 
ports  and  it's  inland  countries.     It's  neighbours 
are,  fortunately,   imw  able  to  furnilh  their  own 
fubfiftence,  or  carry  on  a  trade  that  is  merely 
pafTive.  The  temperature  of  it's  climate  procures 
to  ic  the  ineftimable  advantage  of  fending  out 
and  receiving  it's  Ihips  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
The  depth  of  it's  harbours  enables  it  to  give  to 
it's  fhips  the  form  the  moft  proper  for  fwiftnefs 
and  fccurtty.     . 

Can  France  be  in  need  of  objefts,  and  of  ma- 
terials for  exportation  ?  It's  produdions,  of  the 
Old  and  of  the  New  World,  are  eagerly  fought 
after  by  all  nations  :  but  it  is  more  efpeeially  by 
it's  manufaftures,  and  by  it's  fafhions,  that  it 
hath  fubdued  Ekirope,  and  ifome  parts  of  the 
other 
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■  xn  ^  <*^"  hemifpherc.  The  nations  are  fafcinatcdy 
(-->w— ^  and  will  ever  remain  fo.  The  endeavours  which 
have  every  where  been  made  to  get  rid  of  fb  ruin- 
ous a  tribute,  by  imitations  of  this  foreign  induf- 
try,  have  no  where  had  the  expelled  fuccefa. 
The  fertility  of  invention  will  eVer  be  beforehand 
with  the  quickncfs  of  imitation  j  and  the  agility 
of  a  people,  in  *hofe  hands,  every  thing  afiumes 
a  youthful  appearance,  and  who  have  the  art  of 
making  every  thing  appear  old  among  their 
neighbours,  will  deceive  the  jealoufy  and  the  avi- 
dity of  thofe  who  endeavour  to  enter  into  a  com- 
petition with  them  by  imitation.  How  extenfive 
might  the  navigation  of  an  empire  be,  which  fur- 
nilbes  to  the  other  Aates  the  objects  of  their  va- 
nity, of  their  luxury,  and  of  their  voluptuouf- 
nefs  i 

Can  the  population  of  France  be  deemed  ina- 
dequate to  numerous  armaments?  Ic  is  well  ' 
know'n  at  prefent,  that  this  power  reckons  twen- 
ty-two millions  of  inhabitants.  The  reproach 
that  is  made  them,  that  they  have  more  failors 
upon  each  of  their  Ihips  than  their  rivals,  is  alone 
a  fufficicnt  proof  that  men  are  not  wanted  for 
the  naval  art,  but  that  they  are  themfelvesde- 
6cient  in  it.  Yet  no  people  have  ever  received 
from  nature  more  of  that  vivacity  of  genius,  fit 
to  improve  the  building  of  fliips,  or  more  of  that 
dexterity  of  body,  fo  well  calculated  to  fparc  the 
time  and  expenccs  of  handicraft,  by  the  Cmplicity 
and  celerity  of  the  means  employed. 

Is  it  becaufe  France  cannot  furnifh  from  itfelf 

all  forts  of  naval  ftores,  that  it  can  be  thought 

unable 
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bnabic  to  have  a  maritime  force  ?  But  are  not  *  Sjn  "^ 
her  rivals  likewife  obliged  to  have  recourfe  for  'm-y-Vj 
thcfe  things  to  the  north  of  Europe,  and  even 
more  thaii  France  hcrfdf  ?  Doth  their  climate, 
their  induftry,  and  their  colonies,  furnifli  them 
with  the  fame  facility  of  completing  their  ex- 
changes in  the  Baltic  ? 

France  hath  therefore  all  the  requifites  nticef* 
fary  to  become  a,  truly  naval  power :  but  doth  it 
fuic  her  to  entertain  this  ambitious  idea  i 

For  a  long  time,  the  only  method  knew'ii  to 
acquire  fortune  and- glory,  was  by  numerous  and 
well-difciplined  armies*  The  Eaft  and  the  Weft 
Indies  were  difcovered  j  and  this  unfofefeen  event 
Occafioned  an  aftonifliing  revolution  in  the  minds 
of  all  men.  Perhaps  k  reafonable  ambition  would 
have  been  contented  with  obtaining^  by  the 
mode  of  exchange,  the  riches  and  the  produc- 
tions of  thefe  two  extenfive  parts  of  the  globe* 
The  thirft  of  dominion,  too  common  among  na* 
tions,  occafioned  the  ruinous  and  dcftrudive  fyf- 
temofconqucfts  to  be  generally  preferred.  Thefe 
immenfe  regions  were  moftly  fubdued.  "Matters 
were  carried  ftill  further.  The  people  who  inha- 
bited thefe  new  climates  were  either  too  weak  or 
too  indolent  to  fervc  as  the  inllruments  of  the 
cupidity  of  an  unjuil  invader.  In  fevcral  places, 
they  were  all  cither  exterminated,  or  expelled 
from  the  countries  that  had  given  them  birch, 
and  Europeans,  or  African  flaves,  werefubfti- 
tuted  to  them,  who  multiplied  the  comtnodities, 
the  germina  of  which  they  found  there,  and  who 
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■  o  °  "^   eftabliflicd  other  cultures,  wWch  a  new,  fertHe, 
^-v—'^   and  varied  foil  coold  ea£ly  fuppty. 

It  was  neceffary  to  give  fomc  ftability  ro  thefe 
fettlemcnts.  The  reftlcfFners  of  the  nations  which 
had  divided  thefe  vir^n  regions,  and  the  je»- 
Icwfy  of  diofe  which  had  not  enjoyed  that 
advantage,  were  equally  to-be  apprehended,  A 
naval  force  alone  could  give  cortfiftence  to-  rtie 
rifing  colonies,  and  even  to  thofe  which  were  in- 
the  greatcft  forwardntfs*  To-  preferVC  theifi  from 
itivafion,  Beets  were  conftru^M  and  fitccd  out,. 
At  this  remarkable  period,  die  fyftewi  of  politics 
was  entirely  altered.  The  earth  was  in  fome 
meafure  fubje^ted  to  the  fes,  and  the  great  po- 
litical ftrokes  were  ftricken  on  the  ocvan. 

France,  Ids  accuftomed'  to  ferve  as  a  guide,, 
than  CO  fucp^s  it's  maflers^  beheld  without  ema- 
lation  tfee  rile  of  a  new  fpccies-  of  power.  The- 
aavy  did'  not  even  fomn  any  part  of  the  too  ex- 
fcnfive  projefts  of  the  atnbiiious-  Richliett.  It 
was  rcferved  to  the  nronarch  for  whofe  grandeur 
he  had  paved  the  way,  to-  nnake  his  flag  re- 
fpeftcd  in  the  two  hcmifpheres.  But.  this  glory 
was  of  ftnall  duration.  Lewis  XIV.  by  his  ea- 
terprifes>-  irritated  the  whole  continent,,  and,,  ire 
order  to  refift  the  leagues  which  were  fornwd 
there  againft  him,  was  obliged  t6  maintain  in- 
numerable armies.  His  kingdom  feon  became 
nothing  more  than  a  camp;  and  his  frontiers- 
were  only  a  firing  of  fortified  places.  The  fprings^ 
'  of  the  ftatc  were  always  kept  in  too  high  a  dc- 

trec  of  tenfion  under  this  brilliant  reign.   One 
7  crifia 
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ct'iCti  «as  fuccceded  by  another.     At  length  the   *  °j,^  ^ 
finances  were  in  difordcri  and  in  the  impoHibi-    ^-^y^taJ 
Ifty  of  defraying  all  the  cxpcnces,  the  facrifice  of 
the  nival  forces  was  thought,  perhaps  improper- 
ly; to  be  indifpenfible. 

St»CE  the  end  of  a  century,  in  which  the  na- 
tidn  Aiftained  it's  difgraces,  by  the  remembrance 
at"  leaft  6(  it's  fuCcefies,  and  ftlU  kept  Europe  in 
awe  by  forty  years  of  glory,  cheriflied  a  govern- 
ment by  which  it  had  been  honoured,  and  bade 
defiancft  tb  rivals  whom  it  had  humbled :  fince 
that  period,  France  hath  loft  much  of  it's  pride, 
rtotwiihftanding  the  acqoifitions  with  which  it's 
tefritbry  hath  been  extended.  A  long  pcact 
would  not  have  enervated  her,  if  her  forces,  td6 
long  lavifhcd  in  war,  Fiad  been  turned  to  the 
liavy:  but  her  naval  powers  have  acquired  nO 
confiftence.  The  ivarice  of  one  ininifter,  the 
prodigality  of  another  ;  the  indolence  of  TeySral; 
ftlfe  notions,  trifling  intcrefts,  the  intrigues  of 
&x6  eOurr,  by  which  government  is  guided  j  a  fe- 
fies  of  vices  and  of  faults  J  a  number  of  obfcure 
and  defpicable  caufes;  all  thefe  circumftsncc'^ 
have  prevetited  the  nation  from  becoming  as 
powerful  upon  fea  as  it  had  been  on  the  conti-^ 
nencj  at  ICaft  from  acquiring  a  balance,  if  not 
•  prtponderance  of  power.  Even  the  loflcs  which 
Prattce  experienced  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  dur^ 
ing  the  hoftilities  begun  in  1756 ;  (he  humilia- 
tions which  the  was  obliged  to  fubnlit  tb  at  the 
peace  of  1763,  djd  not  ftftore  a  fpirit  of  wifdorti 
lo  the  council  chat  governed  the  nation,  and  did 
S  2  not 
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not  turn  their  projects  and  their  eSbrts  towards 
the  fyftem  of  a  formidable  navy. 

But  what  meafures  fliould  France  purfue,  m 
order  to  create  and  maintain  a  naval  force? 

The  Grit  Hep  to  be  taken,  without  which  the 
others  would  become  either  ufelcfs  or  fatal,  muft 
be,  to  encourage  the  mercantile  branch  of  the 
;iavy>  It  is  that  alone  which  can  form  men, 
enured  to  the  hardfhips  of  climates,  to  the  fa- 
tigues of  labour,  and  to  the  dangers  of  ftorms. 
This  truth  being  once  eftablilhcd,  thofe  innu> 
merable  (hackles  which  have  hitherto  excluBvely 
infured  the  exportation  of  the  commodities  of  the 
kingdom  to  foreign  nations,  and  which  have  even 
too  often  given  up  to  them  the  coafting  trade,  will 
be  taken  off.  We  will  not  affirm,  that  an  a&  of 
navigation,  fimilar  to  that  which  hath  occalJoned 
the  glory  of  England,  would  be  fuitable  to 
France :  but  that  crown  ought  at  lead  to  efta- 
blifli  fuch  regulations  as  might  enable  it's  fubjefts 
to  Ihare  thofe  benefits,  which  the  Swedes,  the 
Danes,  and  the  Dutch,  come  and  take  from  them 
even  in  their  own  harbours. 

This  new  order  of  things  will  never  be  efta- 
blilhed,  till  the  naval  trade  fhall  emerge  from 
that  humiliating  date  into  which  it  hath  hitherto 
unfortunately  been  plunged.  The  laws  forbid 
any  navigator  from  commanding  a  trading  veOel^ 
till  he  fhall  have  made  three  voyages  upon  a 
kii>g'6  ftiip:  after  this  trial,  he  may  ftill  be  com" 
pelled  to  remain  in  the  king's  fervicej  during  a 
lime  of  war.  The  abjcft  ftatc  in  which  he  is 
kept 
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kept  in  that  fervice,  muft  neccflarily  excite  an  °  ^.p  "^ 
averfion  for  the  Tea  in  all  men  who  have  received  > ,  ^'^ 
any  education,  who  enjoy  fome  kind  of  fortunes, 
or  who  have  Tome  degree  of  fpirit.  Either  chefe 
Ihameful  fetters  muft:  be  broken,  or  the  French 
muft  give  up  the  hopes  of  feeing  the  ocean  co- 
vered with  their  numerous  and  rich  armaments. 

The  ftate  of  oppreflion  in  which  the  fail ors  are 
kept,  is  another  obftacle  to  the  multiplication  of 
expeditions.  Thefe  men,  who  fo  enc;ntially  con- 
tribute to  the  opulence  and  to  the  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom,  are  infcribed  in  regifters,  and  are  in- 
ftantly  obliged  to  embark  on  board  of  men  of 
war,  upon  receiving  orders  from  the  miniftry,  for 
whatever  time  they  fliall  Chufe,  and  at  whatever 
ftipcnd  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  give  them; 
nor  are  thefe  hard  terms  in  the  leaft  alleviated  hy 
any  conGderation  either  of  talents  or  age.  At  the 
time  even  when  they  arc  not  employed  in  the 
public  fervicc,  they  are  not  allowed  to  difpofe  of 
their  induftry,  and  of  their  leifure,  without  the 
permiffion  of  an  agent  of  government.     This  , 

flavery  averts  from  this  peceflary  profcflion. 
moft  of  thofe  whofe  inclination  would  otherwife 
have  led  them  to  it,  if  it  were  not  dcftruftive  of 
all  kind  of  liberty.  If  thefe  inftitutions  were  fup- 
preffed,  or,  at  leaft,  thc'feveriiy  of  them  were 
diminiftied,  the  harbours  and  the  coafts  of  France 
would  then  be  filled  with  failorsi, 

But  who  ihall  lead  them  on  to  adion,  and  to 

the  defence  of  their  country?    Scignelay  decided 

that  it  ihould  be  the  nobility^  and  his  opinjon 

hath  been  adopted  ever  fince.    Hath  nature  then 

S  3  cxclufively 
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■  XII?  ^  ■  CKclufively  granted  to  a  nQbJcm«i  a  natural  wn- 
■...-v— -*  ftttutioDi  which  cannQi:  be  alfc^^d  by  climate* 
by  hunger^  and  hy  fatigue  i  Hath  Ibe  cvciu^ 
lively  granted  to  him  the  boldnefs  that  bids  d«- 
Bance  to  danger,  and  the  coolnefs  that  fut-moruots 
It  ?  Hath  ibe  given  tQ  him  exclufivcly  that  ge- 
nius which  determines  and  infures  viftory  i  Ix  i^ 
fald,  that  opinion  and  prejudice  infpire  men  of. 
this  rank  with  an  ardour  for  glory,  and  an  indif- 
ference for  wealth,  which  are  not  to  be  found 
among  other  claffes  of  rnen.  What !  is  it  in  the 
midfl:  of  a  corrupt  court,  is  it  among  the  rubbilh 
of  a  ruined  caftlc,  that  principles  of  elevation 
and  of  difintereftedncfs  are  to  be  preferably 
fought  for  f  The  fon  of  a  navigator,  wbofe  for^ 
tunate  labours  have  been  crowned  with  wealth, 
,and  who  can  have  no  other  ambition  than  that  of 
rendefing  his  name  iUuflrious,  is  no  lefs  power- 
fully excited  10  memorable  adions  and  to  great 
facrificcs,  than  that  young  nobleman  who  is  con- 
ftantly  Iheltering  himfelf  under  the  laurels  of  his 
anceftors.  What  period  hath  ever  fliew'n,  that  3: 
.title  which  we  are  in  poflel^ion  of  is  a  more  power- 
ful ftimujus  th4n  one  to  which  we  afpire  ?,  What 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  deferved  nobility  beforQ 
(le  had  obtained  it  ?  If  fomc  of  his  illuftrious  de-. 
fccndants  had  been  in  his  place,  his  children  and 
his  pofterity  would  have  remained  in  obfcurity. 
True  nobility  was  in  the  blood  and  in  the  dcftiny 
pf  man,  .before  it  exifted  upon  parchment.  To 
acquire  it^.it  is  neceflary  to  havp  good  fortune 
and  merit;  good  fortune,  which  fliall  prefect  pc- 
cafions  Jto  us^  and  merit,  by  which  we  may  im- 
prove 
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prove  theAi.  All  who  haye  been  ennpbled  in  ' 
paft  ages,  and  all  who  ftiali  be  ennobi«d  in  future,  > 
have  proved,  and  will  hereafter  prove,  that  this 
great  road  is  open  to  a  few  men  only  ;  and  tit^ 
it  is  as  eafy  to  find  a  great  mind  under  a  plain 
drefs,  as  a  n:iean  fplrit  under  the  decoration  of  ^ 
ribband.  Courage,  virtue,  and  genius,  belong  pi 
all  ranks.  But  in  order  to  afcertain  this  matter^ 
let  the  career  be  laid  open  indilcriminately  to  all 
perfons  who  ftiall  have  received  a  decent  pduca- 
tion.  L.et  them  be  embarked  on  board  nicn  of 
Warj  let  them  make  a  few  voyages  under  expe- 
rienced commanders  ;  let  them  be  fubjeded  to  all 
the  labours,  and  to  all  the  Telf-denials,  which 
this  difficult  profdTion  requires.  After  thefe 
trials,  let  thofe  who  have  fhew'n  the  greatgft  de- 
gree of  fpirit,  offkill,  QfcQurage,  andqf  emula-' 
tion^  be  admitted  into  the  royal  navy. 

The  excellence  of  an  art,  which  enables  148 
fometimes  to  fubdue  the  elements  j  the  advan- 
tages of  a  profelHon,  in  which  the  opportunities 
of  fignaiizing  one's  felf  are  more  frequent,  and 
in  which  glory  is  the  pcrfonal  acquifition  of 
every  man,  as  foon  as  he  hath  obtained  the  com- 
mand of  the  fmalleft  veflcl ;  all  thefe  reafons  will 
induce,  them  to  ftudy,  to  reflect,  and  efpecially 
10  be  always  manceuveringi  for  in  this  profef- 
fion,  the  moft  learned  theory  muft,  be  conftantly 
accompanied  with  praftice.  Either  in  aAipn,  or 
.in  fimple  .  navigation,  refolutions  muft  be  fo 
quick,  that  they  fhall  appear  rather  as  the  rcfult 
of  feeling  than  of  refledion.  The  fea  officer  is 
more  particularly  in  need  of  thofe  deciUve 
S  4  thoughts. 
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tool 

XIII. 


*  o  o  K   thoughts)  of  tl)ofc  fudden  illuminations,  as  they 


have  been  fo  well  defcribed  by  a  fublimc  orator, 
in  his  eulogiura  of  a  great  captain:  and  thefe 
ftrokes  of  inftinf):  and  talents,  to  fpeak  in  a  lefs 
elevated  ftyle,  muft  be  (boner  acquired  by  prac- 
tice than  by  theory.- 

Tnis  idea  of  continual  practice  the  French 
navy  are  utterly  ftrangers  to.  Loofe  armamentSj 
voyages  of  a  day,  in  which  the  tinie  of  returning 
Into  port  is  know'n  at  the  time  of  going  out  of 
it:  coafts  which  are  vifited  with  as  Hctle  atten- 
tion  as  thofe  countries  through  which  a  man  tra- 
vels pod :  colonies,  of  which  we  know  as  little 
when  we  leave  them  as  we  did  at  our  arrival : 
expeditions,  in  which  a  fpeedy  ireturn  is  the  only 
prevailing  idea,  and  where  the  mind  is  conflandy 
abforbed  in  attention  to  former  habitB :  fliips, 
which  are  conOdered  as  prifons,  and  which  are 
quitted  with  tranfport,  without  being  acquaint- 
ed cither  with  their  defeats  or  perfcftions.  O 
Frenchmen  !  O  my  fellow-citizens  !  this  is  ex- 
aiftly  a  true  pifture  j  fuch  hath  been  hitherto  the 
ileplorable  employment  of  the  naval  forces  of 
our  country. 

To  thefc  fucceffivc  armaments  of  a  few  Ibli- 
tary  frigates,  the  tranfient  expedition  of  which  ts 
of  no  real  utility,  let  us  fubftitutc  permanent 
fquadrons,  that  ihall  remain  three  years,  or  more, 
in  all  the'  latitudes  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New 
World,  where  we  have  any  fettlemcnts,  or  where 
we  carry  on  an  cxtcnfive  trade.  Let  thefe  in- 
ftruflive  cruifes  cdnftantly  employ'  one  half  of 
our  inferior  velTds,  and  fomo  fhips  of  thellne. 
Then 
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Then  the  officers  who  remain  in  the  profeffion  ■  ' 
merely  on  account  of  the  facility  of  fulfilling  the  u- 
duties  of  iC(  will  retire;  and  thofe  wh^perfevere 
in  this  perilous  and  honourable  employment 
will  then  acquireinlbrmationj  experience,  and  a 
Tondnefs  for  that  cle;ment,  upon  which  they  ex* 
pc€t  to  obtain  glory  and  fortune.  Subalterns 
then  growing  emulous  to  pleafe  foperiors  dcAined 
to  command  them  for  a  length  of  time,  will  learn 
fubordination.  The  crews,  trained  up  with  care 
to  the  ferrice,  and  inftrufted  in  the  manceuvres 
by  the  captains  who  are  to  reap  the  fruits  of  all 
their  trouble,  will  then  fight  with  more  refolq* 
-tion,  and  with  better  ikill.  Europe  hath  ap- 
peared aftonifhed  that  the  French,  who  were 
worthy  rivals  of  the  EngliJh  at  the  beginning  of 
the  laft  wars,  had  loft  in  time  that  honourable 
,  equality.  Several  caufes  have  occafioned  this  re- 
volution: the  principal  of  them,  and  which  hath 
not  been  attended  to,  is,  that  the  French  have 
have  had  frefh  failors  every  campaign,  and  that 
their  rivals  have  always  kept  the  fame  till  the 
termination  of  hofiilities. 

The  eftabtilhment  of  ftationary  fquadrons 
fhould  be  followed  by  other  innovations  of  no  "^ 
lefs  importance.  The  corps  of  the  navy,  at  pre- 
fenc  too  numerous,  and  burthencd  with  ufelefs 
and  idle  members,  ought  to  be  proportioned  to 
'the  number  of  ftiips  and  of  armaments.  Thofe 
fatal  departments,  which  excite  jealoufy  without 
emulation,  and  which,  by  hereditary  hatred,  often 
occafion  the  mifcarriage  of  the  beft  contrived 
proje^f  muft  be  abolilhcd.  Rank,  which  every 
where. 
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V  v,P  ^  where,  and  in  ail  ages,  hath  Aided  genius  an4 
taiencs*  will  ceafe  to  prefide  over  the  promo- 
cioiu  and  •  the  rewfsrdSt  Aimxig  the  too  greac 
Dumber  of  ranks  it  is  Dec«0afy  to  pa^s  througb, 
fevcral  muft  be  Aipprefled,  in  order  that  it  may 
'.be  po0ible  for. a  man  to  acquire  a  cpinmand,  be- 
fore the  time  prercribpd  by  nature  for  quitting 
it.  If  it  be  thought  nece0ary  to  prelcrre  the  dif- 
ferent clafles  of  officers,  the  direAion  of  them 
will  be  altered,  and  better  regulated,  The  adr 
mirats,  whofe  ftreag^h,  courage,  and  a^ivitji 
ihall  be  dimini(hed,  either  by  age,  by  labour,  or 
by  the  wounds  they  may  have  received,  mul^ 
form  a  tribunal,  which  ihall  direi^  the  choice,  tb« 
prrfervation,  and  the  employment  of  the  naval 
ftorAs.  It  muft  be  the  bufincfs  of  this  tribunal  u» 
regulate  admiffion  into  the  navy,  to  deterpiine 
the  promotions,  to  bcftow  the  command,  to  fettle 
the  cruizes.,  and  dWe^i  as  much  as  polBble  all  tb* 
operations.  Such  will  hereafter  be  the  council  of 
a  minifter,  who,  ignorant  of  his  fun^iona,  iitu- 
ated  at  the  diftance  of  a  hundred  leagues  froni 
the  faa,  devoted  either  from  inclination  or  necef- 
fity  to  the  intrigues  of  a  tempeftuous  court, 
hath  been  conftantly,  to  the  prefent  time,  the 
iport  of  a  few  obfcure,  igr^o^anr,  and  interefted 
adventurers. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  pljns  of  reformatioo 
which  w.e  have  bef;ii  tr-aping  (hall  be  parried  intp 
execution,  the  fhips,  which  were  growing  rotten 
in  a  ftate  of  inaftion  will  be  repaired,  and  others 
will  be  conftruded.  France  will  £»Qn  acquire 
itumeious 
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rous  fleets,    Buc  where  A; 
be  found  to  put  them  in  aftion^ 

Let  thofe  too  magnifieent  or  ufeleTs  edifices, 
the  maintiaining  of  which  becomes  ruinous,  be 
demolilhed  :  let  there  be  a  ftop  put  to  the  diftio- 
nefty  which  hath  but  too  comtnonly  prevailed  in 
thepurchafe  of  naval  (lores,  and  to  the  ne^igenee 
with  which  they  have  been  hitherto  taken  care 
of:  let  thofe  ufelefs  hands,  which  proteftion  hath 
multiplied  in  our  arfenals,  be  difmifled  :  let  the 
meafures  of  adminiftration  be  rendered  more 
fimpie,  by  introducing  juftice  and  punftuality  in 
our  payments:.  let  the  crews  of  the  Ihips,  which 
all  difiRterefted  perfons  acknowlege  to  be  too  nu- 
merous, be  diminilhed  :  let  all  thofe  officers,  who 
are  not  employed  at  Tea  in  the  fervice  of  the- 
ftate,  be  reduced  to  h^f-pay  :  let  every  fpecies 
of  luxury,  delicacy,  and  voluptuoufnefs,  which 
enervates  our  defenders,  and  ruins  our  fquadrons, 
be  aboliflied :  let  the  refitting  and  repairing"  of' 
our  (bips  become  lefs  frequently  nectffary.  After 
all  thefe  alterations,  the  funds  at  prefent  fet  apart 
Ibf  the  navy  wilt  be  found  fufficient  to  put  tliis 
eflential  twanch  of  our  power  upon  a  refpeftable 
fooling.  There  is  even' a  very  fimpie  method  of 
ritifmg  it  ftill  higher,  without  ftny  additional  ex- 
pence,  which  I  ftwll  now  point  out, 

France  hath  formed  colonies  in  the  New 
World,  from  which  it  iinnually  receives  to  the 
amount  of  130,000,000  of  livres'in  conimodi- 
ties.  The  lofs  of  fo  confiderable  a  produce  would ' 

*  5,4.i4,666I.  131.  4d. 

leave 
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leave  an  in!imcofe.v;icancy  in  it's  fpecicj  in  it's  pty- 
pulation»  in  it's  tnduAry,  and  in  it's  public  reve- 
nue. The  importance  of  preferving  thcfg  rich 
fb'ttlements  hath  been  undcrftood,  and  in  order  to 
accompUlfa  it,  recourfe  hath  been  had  to  battal- 
lions  and  fortrefles.  Experience  hath  proved  the 
infufficiency  of  thcfe  means.  The  defence  of 
thefe  colonies  belongs,  and  muft  exclufively  be- 
long to  the  navy.  The  iOands  muCl  therefore  be 
put  under  it's  protcftion,  and  the  expcnces  in- 
curred for  the  infufficient  protedion  of  them 
muft.  be  turned  into  it's  treafury:  then  will  the 
ordinary  funds  of  the  navy  of  France  be  found 
fufficicnc  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  it's 
operations  with  dignity  and  advantage. 

Such  are  the  expeftaiions  of  Europe.,  She 
wilt  not  think  her  liberty  fecured,  till  a  6ag  (hall 
be  feen  difplayed  upon  the  ocean  that  Ihall  not 
tremble  before  that  of  Great  Britain.  The  wilhes 
of  the  nations  are  now  united  in  favour  of  that 
power,  which  may  be  able  to  defend  them  againft 
the  pretenfions  of  one  fingle  people  to  the  uni- 
verfal  monarchy  of  the  feas  J  and  at  this  prefenc 
period  there  is  none  but  France  that  can  free 
them  from  this  anxiety.  The  fyftem  of  equill- 
l>rium  requires,  therefore,  that  the  court  of  Ver- 
failcs  Ihould  increafe  their  navy,  more  efpecially 
as  they  cannot  do  it  without  diminilhing  their 
land  forces.  Their  influence  being  then  divided 
between  the  two  elemenrs,  will  no  longer  be  for- 
midable on  either,  except  to  thofe  who  Ihould  be 
dcfirous  of  difturbing  the  harmony. 

Bejori 
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BEfoRE,  I  die,  may  this  great  revolution,  al-"  "  *^°^  ^ 
ready  begun,  be  completed ;  together  with  other  ^  ■,— .J 
reformations  which  J  have  pointed  out.  Then 
ihaJl  I  have  obtained  the  true  reward  of  my 
■vigils.  Then  fliall  I  exclaim :  .it  is  not  in  vain 
that  I  have  obfervcd,  refleftcd,  and  laboured. 
Then  Ihall  I  addrcfs  myfelf  to  Heaven>  and  fay :  ^ 

*'  Difyoie  of  me  at  prefent  according  to  thy  mil, 
'*  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  fplendour  of  my 
f*  country,  and  the  liberty  of  the  fcas  reftored 
**  uoto  all  nations  I" 


■END  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  BOOK. 
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BOOK     XiV. 

Setflment  ef  the  EngUJh  m  thi  Amtrkal 
IJknds. 


ANEW  order  of  things  now  opens  itfdf  to 
I  x~\  our  view.  Englund  is,  in  modern  hiftory,  the 
country  of  great  political  phcenomena.  It  is  there 
that  we  have  fcen  liberty  the  moft  violently  com- 
bating with  defpotifm,  fometiraes  trampled  un- 
der it's  feet,  at  other  times  viftorious  in  it's 
turn.  It  is  there  that  it's  triumph  has  been  com- 
pleted; which  every  thing,  even  the  fanaticifm 
of  religion,  hath  concurred  in  bringing  about. 
There  it  is,  that  one  king,  juridically  brought  to 
the  fcaffbld,  and  another  depofed,  with  his  whole 
race,  by  the  decree  of  the  nation,  have  given  a 
great  teHon  to  the  earth.  There  it  is,  that  in  the 
midll  of  civil  commotionsi  and  in  the  intervals 
of  momentary  tranquillity,  we  have  feen  the  exaft. 
-and  deep  fciences  carried  to  their  greateft  perfec- 
tion we  have  feen  the  minds  of  men,  accuftomed 
to  reafon,  to  refled,  and  to  turn  their  attention 
particularly  to  government.  It  is  there,  in  a 
word,  that  after  long  and  violent  ftruggles,  that 
cbnftitution  hath  been  formed,  which,  if  it  be 
□oc  perfed,  and  free  from  all  inconveniencies. 
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h  at  leaft  the  moft  happily  fuited  to  the  fituation  '  °^^  ^ 

of  the  couoEry  t  the  moH  favourable  to  it's  trade;    L 1  -rij-ini  t    . 

the  beft  calculated  to  unfold  genius,  etoqueDce^. 

and  all  the  powers  of  the  human  mind;  the  only 

cooiluution,  perhaps,  fiace  man  hath  lived  in  a 

foicial  ftate,  where  the  laws  have  fecured  to  him 

hjs  dignity,  his  perfonal  liberty,  and  his  freedom  ■ 

of  thoi^htj    where,  in  a  i^ord,  they  have  made 

him  a  citizen,  that  is  to  f^y,  a  condituent,  and 

integral  part  of  the  conftitution^of  the  ftatc,  and 

of  the  nation.  .    , 

ENai,AN&  had  not  yet  difplayed  to  the  world  ^'eS^ 
thift  great-  fcene,    when   her  fettlements   in    the  when  Ac 
Archipelj^  of  America  were  firft  begun.     Her  )*roVnie- 
agricultu^  was  not  extended  either  to.  flax  or  j;","j,^'^ 
hemp;    The  attempts  that  had  been  made  to  idto^fc 
raife  mulberry- trees  and  breed  filk-worms,  had 
been  ynfuccefsfal.     The  labours  of  the  hufband- 
manwere  wholly  engaged  in  the  growing  of  corn, 
which,  not  with  [landing  the  turn  of  the  nation  for 
rural    employments,    was    feldom  fufficlent  for 
home  corifumption,  and  many  of  their  granaries 
were  ftored  from   the  fields  bordering  on  the 
Bahic, 

Industry  was  ftill  lefs  advanced  than  agricul- 
ture. It  was  confined  to  woollen  manufa«3ures, 
I'hefe  had  been  fncreafed  fince  the  exportation  of 
unwrought  wool  had  been  prohibited  j  but  ^Mc 
Hlandevs,  who  feemed  to  work  only  for  them- 
felves,  were  ignorant  of  the  mctiiod  of  fpreading 
thofe  elegant  ornaments  upon  theirftufi^s,  which 
taftc  contrived,  to  promftte  the-fele  andconftjinp- 
tioQ  of  them.  They  fcoc  their  cloths  over  td 
HoUand, 
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■  XIV  ^  HolUncJ,  whcrt  the  Dutch  gave  them  their  co" 

<f-~y.^  louring  and  glbfs}    from  fthcitce  they  drcubted 

all  over  Europe^  and  were  even  bfought  back  to 

England. 

Navigatiom  ftafte  employed,  it  that  tin*J 
tfen  thoufand  fa'ilors.  Thefc  were  in  the  fervicC 
erf"  exclufitfc  companies,  which  had  engrofled  cverj^ 
branch  of  trade,  not  excepting  that  of  woollert 
cloth,  which  alone  conftituted  a  tenth  part  of  the 
commercial  riches  of  the  nation;  Thefe,  there- 
fore, were  centered  in  the  hands  of  three  br  foot 
hundred  perfons,  who  agreed,  for  their  o*n  ad- 
vantage, to  fix  the  price  of  goods,  both  at  gotlig 
out  and  coming  into  the  kingdom.  The  privi'J 
Itges  of  thcfe  monopolizers  were  exercifed  in  the 
tapltal,  where  the  court  fold  the  provinces* 
London  alone  had  fix  times  the  number  of  ihips 
that  all  the  other  ports  of  EngUnd  had. 

T HB  public  revenue  neither  was  nor  Could  be 
Very  confiderablc.  It  was  farmed  out  j  a  rilinous 
tticthod,  which  has  preceded  the  cftablifhment  of* 
the  finance  in  all  ftatesi  but  has  only  beert  conti- 
nued under  arbitrary  governments.  The  ex- 
pences  were  proportionable  to  the  low  ftate  of  the 
treafury.  The  fleet  was  fmall,  and  the  ihips  fo, 
weak,  that  in  times  of  neceffity  the  merchantmen 
were  turned  into  men  of  war,  A  hundred  and 
fixty  .thoufand  militia,  which  was  the  whole 
military  ftrength  of  the  nation,  were  armed  ihl 
lime  of  war.  There  were  no  ftanding  forces 
in  time  of  peace,  and  the  king  himfclf  had  no 
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■  With  fuch  confined  powers  at  home,  the  na-  *  ?  **  ^ 
tion  Ihouid  not  have  ventured  to  extend  itfelf  in  ■_  i-  -^  'mj 
jfettlemcnts  abroad.  NotwJthftanding  this>  fome 
tolonies  were  eflabltfhed,  which  laid  a  foHd 
foundation  of  profperityi  The  origin  of  thefe 
fetticments  was  owcn  to  certain  events,  the  caufts 
tof  which  may  be  traced  very  far  back. 

Whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  and  ^**t^** 
'  -progrefs  of  the  Englilb  government,  knows  that  Ki»d  th* 
the  regal  authority  was  for  a  long  time  balanced  V^^'^ 
only"  by  a  fmali  numbci:  of  great  proprietors  of  ''''''''«*« 
land  called  Barons.     They  perpetually  opprcffed 
the  peoplej  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  de*- 
graded   by  flaveryi    and  they  were  conftantljr 
■  struggling  ag^inft  the  power  of  the  crown,  with 
more  orlcfs  fuccefs,  according  to  the  character  of 
the  leading  men,  and  the  chance  of  circumltances* 
Thefe  political  dilTentions  oceafioned  much  blood- 
ihed. 

The  kingdom  was  exhaufted  by  inteftine 
.wars,  which  had  lafted  two  hundred  years,  when 
t^enry  VII,  aflumed  the  reins  of  government  on 
the  decifion  of  a  battle,  in  which  the  nationi  di- 
vided into  two  camps,  had  fought  to  give  itfelf  ft 
rnaften  That  able  prince  availed  himfelf  of  the 
itate  of  deprelTion  into  which  a  feries  of  calamities 
had  funk  his  fubjeds,  to  extend  the  regal  autho- 
ricy,  the  limits  of  whichj  the  anarchy  of  the  feu- 
dal government,  though  continually-encroaching 
upon  them,  had  never  been  able  to  fix*  He  wa» 
^Allied  in  this  undertaking  by  the  faction  which 
liad  placed  the  crown  upon  his  head,  and  which. 
being  the  wcakcft,  could^nOt  hope  to  meintaia 
Vol.  VI.  T  itfelf 
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'  XIV  *  "^*="^ '"  ^^^  principal  employments  to  which  thofc 
i.^.VM  who  were  engaged  ih  ic  had  been  raifcd,  unlefs 
tbey  iiipported  the  ambition  of  their  leader.  This 
plan  was  ftrcngthened-  by  permitting  the  nobility, 
for  the  firft  time,  lo  alienate  their  lands.  This 
dangerous  indulgence,  joined  to  a  lafte  for  luxury, 
which  then  began  to  prevail  in  Europe,  brought 
on  a  great  revolution  in  the' fortunes  of  indivi- 
duals. The  immenfe  fiefs  of  the  barons  were 
gradually  difiipated,  and  the  eftatcs  of  the  com- 
moners irjcreaftd. 

The  rights  belonging  to'  the  fevcral  eftates 
being  divided  with  the  property  of  them,  it  be- 
came fo  much  the  more  difficoU  to  unite  the  will 
and  the  power  of  many  againfl:  the  authority  of 
one.  The  rnonarchs  took,  advantage  of  this  pe- 
riod, fo  favourable  to  their  an)bition,  to  govern 
without  controul.  The  decayed  nobility  were  in 
/ear  of  a  power  which  they  had  reinforced  with  all 
their  loffes.  The  commons  thought  themfelves 
fufiiciently  honoured  by  the  privilege  of  impofing 
all  the  national  taxes.  The  people,  in  fome  de- 
gree eafed  of  thcir'yoke,  by  this  flight  alteration 
in  the  conftitution,  and  whofe  circle  of  ide^s  is 
always  "confined  to  bufmefs  or  labour,,  became 
tired  of  feditions,  from  the  defolationand  miferies 
which  were  the  confeqiience  and  the  puni/h^ept 
of  them.  So  thati  while  the  narion  was  employed 
in  fearch  of  that  fovcrergn  authority  which  had 
been  loft  in  the  confufion  of  civil  wars,  it's  views 
were  fixed  upon  the  monarch  alone.  The  njajefty 
of  the  throne,  the  whole  luftre  of  which  was  cen-: 
tercd  in  him,  fcemed  to,  be  the  fourq?  of  tfiat 
.*    5  auihority. 
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authcJrity,  of  which  it  ihoiild  only  ht  the  vifible  ' 
figri  and  permanent  indrument.  < 

Such  was  the  ficuation  of  England^  v/htn 
James  I.  was  called  thither  from  Scotland,  ii 
being  fole  heir  to  the  two  kingdorhs,  which,  bjr 
his  acceffion,  were  united  uiider  one  head.  A 
turbulent  nobility,  imparfiiig  their  fury  to  their 
barbarous  vatfals,  had  kindled  the  fire  of  feditioii 
ih  thofe  northern  rhoufitains  Which  divided  tht: 
iliand  into  two  diRinfl:  ftates.  The  monarch  had, 
ftotn  his  earliert  yearsj  been  as  averfc  from  liftiited 
atithofityi  as  the  people  were  ffom  defpotifm  and 
abfolute  monarchy,  which  then  prevailed  all  ovef 
Europe ;  and  as  the  new  king  was  equal  to  othef 
fovereigns,  it  was  natural  that  he  fhould  be  am- 
bitious of  the  fame  power.  His  prcdcceflbrs  had 
enjoyed  ir,  even  in  England,  for  a  century  pad. 
But  he  was  not  aware  that  they  owed  it  to  their 
own  political  abilities,  or  to  favourable  circum- 
ftanccs.  This  religious  prince,  who  believed  ho 
held  all  from  God  and  nothing  from  men,  fancied 
that  (length  of  reafon,  wifdom,  and  council,  was 
centered  in  himfelf,  and  fecnied  to  arrogate  to 
himfelf  that  infallibility  of  which  the  pope  had 
been  deprived  -by  the  reformation,  the  tenets  of 
which  he  adopted,  though  he  diflikcd  them, 
Thefe  falfe  principles,  which  tended  to  change 
government  into  a  myflery  of  religion,  the  more 
odious,  as  it  equally  inBuences  the  opinions, 
wills,  and  aftions  of  men,  were  fo  rooted  in  hia 
mind,  together  with  all  the  other  prejudices  of  a 
bod  education,  that  he  did  not  even  think  of 
T  3  fupport- 
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'  XIV  ^   fupporting  them  with  any  of  the  human  aids  ot 

c-v-iHf    prudence  or  force. 

Nothing  could  be  more  fepugnant  to  the  ge- 
neral difpofition  of  the  people  than  this  fyftcm. 
An  was  in  commotion  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Tiic  difcGvery  of  America  had  haftcned  the  ad- 
vancement of  Europe.  Navigation  extended 
round  the  whole  globe.  The  mutual  intercourfe 
of  nations  would  foOri  have  removed  prejudices, 
and  opened  the  door  co  indudry  and  knowlege* 
't'he  mechanical  and  liberal  arts  were  extended, 
and  were  advancing  to  perfection  by  the  luxury 
tjiat  prevailed.  Literature  acquired  the  orna- 
iXients  of  tafte ;  and  the  fciences  gained  that  de- 
gree of  folidity  which  fprings  from  a  fpirit  of 
calculation  and  commerce.  The  circle  of  politics 
was  extended.  This  univerfal  ferment  exalted 
the  ideas  of  meii^  '  The  feveral  bodies  #bich 
compofed  the  monftrous  coloHus  of  gothic  go- 
vernment, rouzed  from  that  lethargic  ftate  of 
ignorance  in  which  they  had  been  funk  fpfmany 
ages,  foon  began  to  exert  themfelves  on  all  fides, 
and  to  form  enterprizesi  On  the  Concinertt, 
where  mercertary  troops  had  been  adopted^  undef 
pretence  of  maintaining  difcipline,  moft  princes 
acquired  an  unlimited  authority,  opprefling  theif 
fCibjefts  either  by  force  or  intrigue.  In  England, 
the  love  of  liberty,  fo  natural  to  every  feeling, 
or  thinking  man,  excited  in  the  people  by  the 
authors  of  religious  innovations,  and  awakened  in 
the  minds  of  men,  enlightened  by  becoming  con- 
verfaqc  with  the  great  writers  of  antiquity,  who 
derived 


ilizedbvGoOgIc 


m  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES^ 


fublirpity  of  rcafon  and  fcntimcnt  hy  which  they 
are  diftinguifhed  j  this  love  of  liberty  kindled  in 
every  geijcrous  breaft  the  utmpft  abhorrence  for 
unlimited  authority^  The  afcendant  which  Eliza* 
beth  found  means  to  acQqire  and  to  prercrvcj  by 
an  uninterrupted  profperity  of  forty  years,  with-- 
held  this  impacicnccj  ot  turned  it  to  eriterpri2cs 
that  were  beneficial  to  theftate,  Bat  no  fdoner 
did  ahbthel"  branch  afcend'thc  (hront,  arid  the' 
fccpterdevolved  to  a  monarch,  who,  by  the  very' 
violence  of  his  pretenffonS,  was  not  much  to  be 
dreaded,  than  the  nation  alTertcd  it's' rights,  and' 
entertained  the  ambiitous  thoughts  of  governing^ 
itfelf.  ■' 

If  was  at  this  period'  that  warm  difputes  arofe 
between  the  court  and  the  parliament.  '  Botfl 
powers  fccmed  to  be  making  tr?al  of  their  ftrengthf 
by  continual  oppofition.  The  prtncc  pretended,' 
that  an  entire  palTi^^e obedience  was  diie  to  him; 
and  that  national  aflemblies  were  only  the  orna- 
ments, riot  the  bafis  of  the  conftitution.  The 
citizens  loudly  exclaimed  againft  thefe  principles; 
always  weak  wlien  they  come  to  be  difcuflcdj 
and  maintained,  that  the  people  were  an  eOential 
part  of  government,  as  well  as  the  monarch,  and; 
perhaps,  in  a  higher  degree.  Thi  one  is  the  mat- 
ter, the '  other  the  form.  Now  the  form  may, 
and  muft  change,  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the 
matter.  Thfc  fupreme  law  is  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  not  that  of  the  prince  j  the  king  may 
die,  the  monarchy  may  be  at  an  endi  and  fo- 
fiety  fiibftft- without  either  monarch  or  throne. 
T  5  U 
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^  °^  ^  In  thi$  manner  the  £nglifh  rcafoned  at  (he  dawn 

\.— v^    of  liberty.     Thejr  quarrelled,  chcy  oppofed,  and 

threatened  e^ch  ctfher.     James  died  in  the  tpidft 

Qf  thefe  debates,  leaving  his  foo  tp  dircuf^  his 

rights,  with  the  refolotion  of  extending  tljerii. 

The  experience  of  alt  ages  has  (hcw'n^  that  the, 
ftate  of  tranquilS^y  vhUh  foUov^is  tK?  sft:abU.fh- 
meni  of  abfolute  pt)wcr>  opcgfigms  a  cpoloefs  ii* 
the  Bpip4s  of  the  poopl<:,  damp*  their  qjaura^ 
crampa  their  geQiua>  and  throws,  a  whole  n.vi,on 
ijito  m  univerfal  Istbargy.  Bug  let  us  expUiiX 
the  fucccijiye  progrcffioo  of  this  mifery  j  and  let 
t|he  pegple  be  acquiaintcd  with  the  profoui)4  ft%t< 
of  j^fiiubiUtioJi  into  wiucb.  they  are  funk^  or  wid\ 
■which  they  are  menaced. 

A$  loon  a£  the  g«e«t  obje£b>  which  men  only 
v\sw:  with  fear  and  trembling,  hath  beep  railed 
vp^  m  the;  ipidft  of  the  nation,  the  fubje^ls  atq 
divided  into  two  clafTes.  One  of  thtta  ^ps  an 
a  diftancci  from,  fear »  the  other  apjjroacho  t.hi9 
ebjedt  fnonv  ambitionij  and  the  Iackc  Bitters,  a- 
iclC  with  fecurity  from  the  confQinuTB«i&  of  ijt'^ 
pieannefs.  It  fonufi,  between  the  di;fpot  aiB<it}M 
left  of  the  nation,,  an.  order  of  fubalosw  t|ma^ 
.  not  lefs  fufpicious,  ajid  more  croelj  ikm  tbeir 
ma^er.  One  hear^  notbji^  from  thet?;  but  tbel4 
words:  The  king  hath  faid  it}  ib  is  the  king^'s 
pleafure;  I  have  feen  the  king}  I  have  iupped 
with  the  king  i  it  is.  the  king's  inteotioni,  Thcfe 
vords  are  always  li&ened  to  with  aftonifhmenti 
and  they  are  foon  confidered  as  the  orders  of  the 
fovercign.  Should  there  be  any  energy  remain- 
ing*, ic  is  among  thC;  militacyt  whofa  fenfe  of  cheir 
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o*pn  importance  only  fervcS  to  mdke  thefn  more  *  ^^^  "^ 
infolent.     What  pare  doth  the  pn eft  t&.  in  this   »*— ^^^-1^ 
conjuncture?    If  bt  be  in  favour,  he  completes 
the  flaviflinefs  and  dcgerie^acy  6{  the  people  by 
fiis  eiampie    and    by  his  difcotirits:    if  ire    b?      .' 
ne^le£tcd,  be  ^ows  Dot.t^  hamout;.   becomes 
fisfliaus,  xad  fceka  oat  fonre  fanatlty   who  wilt 
ftcrifice'hinnfeif  to  his  i^ie^s.    In  all  pirts  where 
t-hcre  arc  no  ftxt  lawsj  n{?  juftice^  xid  iinaherablfe 
forfris,  no  real  property,  the  infiuencfc  of  die  ma- 
giftrate.  is  little  or  noihingr  he  wiits  only  for  ft 
figni!,  to  bccdmc  vfrhatever  one  may  chufe.   Thfi 
great  noHeman  cringes  before  the  jirihce,  aid 
the  people  cringe   before  the   great  nobleman^ 
The  natural  dignity  of  raian  rs'  e'ctipfed  ;  and  he 
hath  not  the  leaft  ides  of  his  rights^     Around  tM 
dcfpiti  hii  ^errts  and  His  favourires,  the  ftitgefts 
are  crtilbed  amHr  foot)  with  the  fan:ie  inadvert- . 
cnce    that  we    crufli    the    infeifts    whith  fwarrii- 
among  the  doft  of  our  fields.    The  morals  are 
become  torrupc^     There  comes  a  timt  .whe»  tBe 
mofl;  inordinate  vexaiions,  and  the  mofi  unhear«j- 
of  outrages  lofe  tbrir  atrocious  charafte^,    atid 
no  longer  excite  horror.     Any  one  who  (hould 
pronounce  the  nailnes  of  vircoe,  of  patriotifm,  and 
of  eqwity,  Would -only  be.  confidcred  is  a  man  <>f 
-  too  nmich  warmth  ;    aA  exprelliun  which  always 
implies,  an  abjeA  indulgence  of  crimes  by  which 
we  profit.     The  body  of  the  nation  becomes  dif- 
folute  and  fuperftttlous  j    for  defpocifm  cdnnut  be 
cftablilhed  without  the  interference  of  fuperllicioni 
nor  be  maintained  without  it's  fupport;  and  fef- 
vitude  leads'  on  to  debauchery,    which'  aifurds 
T  4.  fome 
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fbme  relief  to  the  mind,  and  is  never  fuppreOedf 
Men  of  information^  if  there  be  any-of  them  rc-- 
rnaining>  have  their  views ;  they  pay  [heir  court 
to  the  grear>  and  profefs  the  religion  of  policy^. 
Tyranny,  leading  qn  io  it^s  train  a  number  of 
fptes  and  iqformers,  thefe  are  confequently  to  be 
found  in  qlt  ftates,  not  excepting  the  fpoll  diftia- 
guilhed  of  them.  The  Icaft  indifcrctioa,  afiumin^ 
the  hue  of  high-treafcin,  enemies  are  very  dan- 
gerous, and  friends  become  fufpicious.  Men 
think  litde,  fay  nothing,  and  are  afraid  of  rea- 
foning:  they  are  even  alarmed  at  ihetr  ovm  ideas, 
The  philofapher  keeps  bis  thoughts  to  himfelf, 
as  the  rich  man  conceals  his  treafure.  The  man 
who  leads  the  belt  life,  is  the  moft  unknow'n. 
Miftruft  and  terror  form  the  bafis  of  the  general 
manners.  The  citizens  live  feparate  fronn  each 
0theri  and  the  whole  nation  becomes  melan- 
choly, punilanimous,  ftupid,  and  filcnt.  Such  i^ 
the  feries,  fuch,  the  fatal  fymptoms,  or  the  fc^c 
pf  mifery,  by  which  every  nation  may  learn  the 
degree  of  it's  own  wreichednefs. 

If,  in  ,lieu  of  the  preceding  phcenomcna,  wc 
imagine  others  th^t  are  dire^ly  contrary,  they 
will  indicate  that  rnotion  of  legillative  bodies 
which  tends  to  liberty.  It  is  diforderly,  it 
is  rapid>  it  is  violent.  It  is  a  fever,  more  or 
lefs'ardent,  but  always  attended  with  convulilons. 
Every  thing  announces  fecjition  and  murders. 
Every  thing  makes  the  people  tremble,  left  i^ 
general  diflblution  (hould  take  place  j  and  ' 
ifthey  be  not  deftined  to  experience  this  lalt> 
evil,  it  is  in  bloqd  that  their  feUcIty  niufit  i;e7 
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England  experienced  this  in  the  beginning  P  2,^.* 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  I.;  who,  though  not  fo  >^"v*—' 
jgrcac  a  pedant  as  his  fatherj  was  equally  fond  of 
-authority.  The  divifion  which  had  begun  be- 
tween the  king  and  the  parliament,  fpread  it*- 
felf  throughout  the  nation.  The  higheft  clafs 
of  the  nobility,  and  the  fecond,  which  was  the 
richeft,  afi-aid  qf  being  confounded  with  the  vul- 
g^»  cngfged  on  the  fideof  the  king,  from  whom 
fhey  derived  that- borrowed  luftre,  which  they- 
returned  him  by  a  voluntary  and  venal  bondage. 
As  thejb  dill  poOelTed  moft  of  the  confiderablC' 
land-tftates,  they  engaged  almofl:  all  the  country 
people  in  their  party;  who  naturally  love  the 
ting,  becaufe  they  think  he  muft  love  them.- 
tondoJij  and  all  the  great  towns,  infpired  by 
ipupicipal  government  with  the  republican  fpirit,' 
declared  for  the  parliament,  and  drew  along  with- 
^em  the  trading  part  of  the  nation,  who,  valu- 
ing themlelves  as  much  as  the  merchants  in' 
Holland^  afpired  to  the  fame  freedom  as  that  de-- 
Ifiocracy. 

These  divifions  brought  on  the  Iharpeft,  the 
molt  bloody,  and  the  moft  obftinate  civil  war- 
ever  recorded  in  hiftory.  Never  did  the  Englilh 
fptric  Ihew  itfelf  in  fo  dreadful  a  manner.  Every. 
day  exhibited  frefh  fcencs  of  violence,  which- 
feemed  to  have  been  already  carried  to  the  higheft. 
cxcefs;  and  thcfe  again  were  outdone  by  others, 
ftill  more  atrocious.  Ii  Teemed  as  if  the  nation 
Vas  juft  upon  the  brink  of  deftru^ion,  and  that 
fvery  Briton  had  fwor'n  to  bury  himfelf  under 
j^  xvi9^  pf  his  country. 


iiizedbv  Google 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLBMEPTTS  AND  TRADE 

In  this  general  tumuh,  th«  mod  modcHte 
fought  for  a  peaceable  retreat  in  the  American 
iflandsj  which  the  Englilh  had  lately  feized  upon* 
Tbe  tranqwiHity  they  found  there,  induced  others 
to  follow  them.  While  the  fedittofi  was  fpfead-' 
ing  in  the  mocher'>counn-yj  the  calonies  gr«w  vp 
and  were  peopled.  The  patriots  whd  had  6ed 
from  faftion  were  foon  afwr  jofihed  by  <he 
royaiills,  who  were  oppreffed  by  thi  republicaa 
party,  which  had  at  lalt  prevnled. 

■  BdTH  th*fc  wdrc  followed  by  thbfe  r^ftlefi  rfnfd 
^ifiied  meit,  whofe  ftrong  piflions  infftke  thA*t 
with  geat  dcfires^  and  raft  projects ;  wbo  delpi% 
dangers,  hazards,  and  fatigwfSr  and  with  to  fie  htir 
other'  end  to  thctn  but  d*ath  6t  fortime;  Whol 
kfloi*  of  no  mi^dnim  between  affluence  and  viatit  f 
equaHy  calculated  (o  overtorn  or  to  ferve  tfctfif 
co<^mFy,  fo  lay  it  wafte  or  to  enrich  it.    - 

The  iflands  were  alfo  the  refuge  of  frK^rthafftW 
w&o  had  been  oiifortunate  in  tfade*  or  #<tre  W^ 
doced  by  their  creditors  to  a  ftate  of  indigirtod 
and  idlenefs.  Unable  as  they  were  to  fulfil'  t^tit 
ongagtftncnttf,  this  rery  misfortune  paviad  the  i*"ay 
to  their  profpcrity.  After  a  few  years  tliey  f€~ 
turiliod  with  affluence  into  iheir  own  CourtCry,  tn^ 
met  with  the  higheft  refpc<5l  in  thofc  very  pfeiltfi' 
fi'otri  whence  chey  had  been  banifhed  with  igAt>- 
itlmy  and  contempt. 

This  refo«rce'was  ftilt  nftwe  nectfffary  for  young 
peo|4e,  Tfrhd  ill  ihtf  firft  tranfports  of  youth  lisdl 
b^en  draw'n  into  excelfts  of  debauchtfry  and  Hc(!n- 
tioufnefs.  If  they  had-  not  quitted  their  c<^uhtiy/ 
fliame  and  dtrgrace>  which  never  fail-  to  deprcfW 

the 
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the    mind,   would  have  prevented   them   from   "  o^  *^ 
recovcrui^  either  regularity  of  manners  or  public    K^^^ym^ 
elleem-.     But  in   another  country,   where  the  ex- 
perience ibey  had  of  vice  might  prove  a  leffon  of 
wifdQm»  and'  where  they  had  no  occafion  to  at- 
tempt to  remove  any  unfavourable  impreflipnsj, 
they  found,  after  their  misfortunes,    a  harbour  , 
in  which  they  refted  with  fafety.    Their  rnduftiy 
made  am.ends  for  their  paft  foHiesj  and  men  who 
had  left  Europe  like  vagabiinds,  and  who  haJ  . 
difgraced  it^  returned   honcft  men,  and  ufeful 
members  of  fociety. 

All  thefe  feveral  colonifts  had  at  their  difpofaT, 
for  the.  clearing  and  tilling  of  their  lands,  the 
ttioft  profligate  fet  of  men  of  the  three  kingdoms, 
who  had  dcferved  death  for  capital  crimes  i  buc 
whoa  from  motives  of  humaniry  and  good  policy^ 
wcce  fufFer; d  to  live  and  to  work  for  the  benefit 
of  the  ftatc.  Thefe  malefaftors,  who  were 
tranfported  for  a  term  of  years,  which  they  were 
to  fpend  ia.  flaverj',  became  induftrious,  and  ac- 
quired manners,  which  placed  them  once  more  in 
Uie  way  of  foctunc.  There  were  fome  of  thofe, 
who,  when  reftored  to  fociety  by  the  freedom 
they  had  gained,  becam^planiers,  heads  of  fami- 
nes, and  the  owners  of  the  befl  plantations!  i 
proofhow  much  it  is  for  the  intereft  of  a  civilized 
fociety  to  admit  this  lenity  in  the  penal  laws,  fo 
conformabte  to  human  nature,  which  is  frail,  but; 
capable  of  fenfibility,  and  of  turning  from  evil  to. 
good. 

Thj 
taken  i]p-..^tfuh^  itfs.  own  domcilic  diUcniioiis,,  to.  ^rBrilioi' 
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■  Ziv  ^  thinic  of  giving  laws  to  the  iflands  under  it's  do- 
*■  y  ■«  miniooj  and  the  colonifls  were  not'fufficieotly 
enlightened  to  draw  op  fuch  a  fyftcm  of  legiQa- 
tion  as  was  fit  for  ap  infant  fociety.  While  the' 
civil  war  was  reftifying  the  government  in  Eng- 
land, the  folopies,  juft  crnerging  from  a  ftate  of 
infancy^  fornned  their  own  copditution  upon  the  ' 
model  of  the  rnother-country.  In  each  of  thcfc 
feparate  fettlepients,  a  chief  rcprcfents  the  kingj, 
4  council  the  peers;  and  the  deputies  of  thc^ 
feveral  diftriAs,  the  commons.  The  general 
aflcmbly  enafts  laws,  regulates  taxesi  and  judges 
of  the  ^dtn'iiftrition.  The  executive  part  be-f 
longs  to  the  governor  i  who  alio  occafionally  de- 
termines upoqcaufes  which  have  not  been  tried' 
'  before,  but  itj  conjunftipn  with  the  council,  an4 
by  the  majority  of  votes.  But  as  the  member^ 
of  this  body  derive  their  rank  frgti^  him^  it  i?  fe(- 
dom  that  they  thwart  his  defigns, 

Great  BRiTi^ijt,  to  reconcile  her  ciwn  interell^ 
with  the  freedom  of  her  colopies,  took  care  that 
no  laws  Ibould  be  enaded  there  which  were  in-i 
confident  with  rheir  own.  She  hath  require^ 
that  her  delegates  fhould  take  an  each  that,  in 
the  places  fubjed  to  thelf  autKority,  they  would 
never  allow,  upon  any  pretence  whatever,  any 
deviation  from  the  regulations  efiablifhed  fo^  the 
profperity  of  her  trade.  This  tie  of  an  oatti," 
hath  been  contrived,  becaufe,  as  the  iflafiSs  them-  _ 
felves  regulate  arid  pay  the  greater  part  of  the' 
falaries  of  their  chiefs,  it  was  to  be  apprehended* 
that  fome  of  thefe  commanders  might  endeavour 
(0  excite  IHKrality  by  their  indulgence,    Ano«- 

thef 
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ther  check  hath  been  pu.t  to  corruption.  It  is  ' 
neceflary  that  the  ftipend  grantfd  to  the  gover- 
nor, fhould  extend  to  the  whole  duration  of  hts 
ftdtnintflracion  j  and  that  it  Ihould  be  the  obje£b 
of  thcfirft  bill  paffcd  on  his  arrival.  -  Thefe  pre- 
cautions have  however  appeared  infufficient  to 
fome  perfons  of'a  dcfpoiic  torn  of  mind.  'Ac- 
cordingly, it  hath  been  their  opinion,  to  profcribe 
a  cuftom,  which  in  fome  meafure  made  thofc 
who  iffue  orders  dependent  upon  men  who  were 
fubordinatc  to  them  j  but  the  parliament  have 
^ways  refufed  to  make  this  alteration.  JulUy 
dreading  that  fpirie  of  rapacioufnefs  which  in- 
duces men  to  crofs  the  feas,,  they  have  always 
kept  up  a  cuftom  which  they  think  proper  to 
check  the  fpirie  of  cupidity  and  tyranny.  It  is 
with  the  fame  view,  that  they  have  decreed 
ag^inll  thofe  governors  who  Ihould  violate  the, 
laws  of  the  colonies,  the  fame  penalties  as  are 
infilled  in'  England  on  thofe  who  trefpafs  upon 
the  national  conftitution. 

The  parliament  have  likewife  impovered  the 
iHands,  to  have  in  the  mother-country  deputies 
appointed  to  take  care  of  their  interefts.  Their 
principal  duty  is  to  obtain  the  confirniation  of, 
the  ftatuces  palTed  in  the  tolonics.  Thefe  a6ts 
are  executed  provifionally  :  but  they,  do  not  pafa 
.  into  a  law,  till  they  have  been  approved  of  by 
the  fovercign.  This  fandion  once  obtained, 
they  can  only  be  revoked  by  an  aflcmbly  of  the . 
colony  itfelfi  or  by  the  parliament  j  which  cxe,r- 
cifes  fupceme  authority  over  the.  whole  empire. 
The  bufinefs  of  the  agents  of  the  iilands  at  L^n-'. 

d(ui. 
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'  XIV.  '^  ^°"'  "  ^^^  '*'"^  ^^  ^''^^  °^  ^^^  reprefcntatlvcs  of 
1— v-l-t  the  peo|)le  in  the  Britilh  fenate.  Unhappy  will 
it  be  for'the  ftate,  if  ever  it  (hould  difregard  the 
clamours  of  the  reprefentatives,  whoever  they 
may  be.  The  counties  in  England  would  rife; 
the  colonics  would  ftiake  off  their  allegiance  in 
America  j  the  trcafures  of  both  world^s  would  be 
loft  ro  the  mother-country,  and  the  whole  empire 
would  ^n  into  confufion. 

The  fourccs  of  public  felicity  have  not  yet 
been  corrupted  by  this  improper  fpirit.  The 
fetElements  formed  in  the  Weft  IndTes  have  been 
always  attached  to  their  own  country  by  the  tics 
of  blood,  and  by  thofc  of  rtfeceffity.  Their 
planters  have-been  conftantly  looking  up  to  their 
mother. country,  who  is  ever  attentive  to  their 
prefervation  and  their  improvement.  One  might 
iay,  that  as  the  eagle,  who  never  lofes  6ght  of 
the  neft  where  (he  fofters  her  young,  London 
fccms  to  look  down  upon  her  colonies,  and  to  fee 
them  grow  up- and  profpcr  under  her  tender  care. 
Her  numberlefs  veffels,  covering  an  extent  of- 
twO  thoufand  leagues  with  their  proud  fails,  form, 
as  it  were,  a  bridge  over  the  ocean  i  by  which 
they  keep  up  an  uninterrupted  communication 
between  both  worlds.  With  good  laws,  which 
raamtam  what  flie  has  once  eftablilbed,  flxe  pre- 
ferves  her  pofTefiions  abroad  without  a  ftanding 
army^  which  is  always  an  oppreflivc  and  ruinous 
burden,  Two  very  fmall  corps,  fixed  at  An- 
trgua  and  Jamiaca,  are  fufficient  for  a  nation 
which  thinks,  with  reafon,  that  maritime  forces,, 
well  maintained,  kept  in  continual  employment, 

and 
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and  always  dircifled  towards  the  publjc  good,  are  *  xiv.^ 
the  true  fortifications  of  rhefc  ufeful  fcttlements.       • — ^— * 

By  (hcfe  beneficent  regulations,  dictated  by  hu- 
manity and  found  policy,  the  EngHlh  iflands  foon 
grew  happy,  though  not  t;ich.  Their  culture  was 
confined  to  tobacco,  cotton,  ginger,  and  indigo. 
Sonne  of  the  enterprifing  colonifts.  imported  fu- 
gar  canes  from  Brazil,  and  they  multiplied  pro- 
digioufly,  but  to  no  great  purpofe.  They  were 
Ignorant  of  the  art  of  managing  this   valuable  , 

plant,  and  drew  from  it  fuch  indifferent  fugar, 
that  it  was  either  rejefted  in  Europe,  or  fold  at 
the  lowed  price.  A  feries  of  voyages  to  Fernam- 
bucca  taught  them  how  to  make  ufc  of  the  trea- 
fure  they  had  carried  offj  and  ,the  Portuguefe, 
"-■who  till  then  had  pngrofled  all  the  fugar  trade^ 
found,  in  1650,  in  an  ally,  whofe  induftry  they 
■  thought  precarious,  a  rival  who  was  one  day  to  ' 
ftipplant  them. 

The  mother- country,  however,  had  but  a  very   Mmm  ei«- 
fmall   fliare    in    the  profperity  of  her  colonies.    fbemMW. 
They  themfelves  fent  their  own  commodities  di-   ft""'' J" 
reftly  toall  partsof  the  world,  where  they  thought  i'ftw»'jti>" 
they  would  be  difpofed  of  to  moft  advantage;   «(  ti* 
'  and  indifcriminately-  admitted  Ihips  of  all,  nations  '  "''' 
into  their  ports.    This  unlimited  freedom  muft 
of  courfe  throw  almoftall  their  trade  into  thehand? 
of  that  nation  which,  in  confequence  of  the  low 
intereft  their  money  bears,  the  largenefs  of  their 
flock,  the  number  of  their  (hips,  and  the  reafon- 
ablcnefs  of  their^  duties  of  import  and  export, 
could  afford  to  make  the  bell  terms,  to  buy  at 
the  deareft,  and  fell  at  the  cheapcft  rate.    Theft 
people 
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■  5,2  ^,  people  were  the  Dutch.  They  united  all  thcadi 
fc-^v^-j  vantages  of  afuperior  armyj  which,  being  ever 
mafterof  the  field,  is  free  in  all  i('s_  operations. 
They  foon  feited  upon  the  profits  of  fo  many  pro- 
■  dtiftions,  which  they  had  neither  planted  nor 
gathered:  Ten  of  thtir  (hips  were  fcen  in  the 
Britifli  iflarids  to  orit  Englifti  veffel. 

The  nation  had  pSid  little  attention  to  this  evil 
■during  the  difturbances  of  the  civil  warsj  but  as 
jbon  as  thefe  troubles  were  compofed,  and  the 
ftate  reftored  to  tranquillity  by  the  very  violence 
of  it's  commotionsi  it  began  to  tarn  it's  views  to- 
wards it's  foreign  poffeffions.  h  perceived  that 
thofe  fubjedsj  who  had  as  it  were  taken  refuge  in 
-  America,  would  be  lofl  to  the  ftate,  if  foreign 
powers,  which  confumed  the  fruits  of  the  in- 
duftry  of  the  colonies,  wert  not  excluded.  The 
deliberate  and  weighty  difcufTion  of  this  point 
brought  on  the  famous  navigation  aft  in  1651^ 
tehich  excluded  all  foreign  fliips  from  entering 
<he  harbours  of  the  Engfilh  iflands,  and  confe- 
.quently  obliged  their  prodOce  to  be  exported  dt* 
fcSly  to  the  countries  under  the  dominion  of 
fengland.  The  governmentj  though  aware  of 
the  inconvcnienciesof  fuch  an  exclufion^  was  not 
alarmed  at  it,  but  confidered  the  empire  only  as 
a  tree,  the  fap  of  which  muft  be  turned  back  to 
the  trunk,  when  it  flows  too  freely  to  fomc  of  the 
branches. 

However,  this  reftraining  law  was  not  then 
enforced  in  it's  utmoft  rigour.  Perhaps  the  fhips 
belonging  to  the  mother-country  were  not  fuffi- 
cicntly  numerous  to  carry  off  all  the  produftions 

of 
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of  the  iflands  j  perhaps,  apprehenfions  mighf-  pre-  book 
vail,  that  the  colonifts  might  be  exafperated  by  v^-v*^ 
fuddenly  depriving  their  coafts  of  a  competition 
which  increafed  the  price  of  their  commoditiest 
Perhaps,  the  plantations  ftill  required  fome  fup- 
port,  in  order  to  bring  their  cultures  to  that  de- 
gree of  pcrfcdion  that  was  exp&fled.  Howevef 
this  may  be,  it  is  certain,  that  the  ad  of  naviga- 
tion was  not  rigoroufly  put  in  execution  till  i66o» 
At  this  period,  the  Englilh  fugars  had  been  fub- 
ftitutcd  to  thofe  of  Portugal,  in  all  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  It  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  they 
would  equally  have  fupplanted  them  to  the  foutb> 
had  not  the  obligation  impofed  upon  all  the  na-* 
vigators.  to  flop  at  the  Britifh  ports  befofe  they 
paffed  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar,  put  an  infur- 
nioiintable  obftacle  to  this  trade.  Ic  is  true;  that 
in  order  to  atiain-this  fuperiority  over  theonly  na- 
tion that  was  inpoQcfllonof  this  commodity,  the 
Englilh  htd  been  obliged  greatly  to  lower  the 
price  of  it  J  bat  their  plentiful  crops  made  them 
ample  amends  for  this  nccelTary  facrifice.  If  other 
nations  were  encouraged  by  their  fucccfs  to  raife 
plantations,  at  leaft  for  their  own  confumption> 
the  Englifh  opened  other  markets,  which  fuppH- 
ed  the  place  of  the  former.  The  only  misfortune 
they  experienced  in  a  long  feries  of  years,  was» 
the  feeing  many  of  their  cargoes  taken  by  French 
privateers,  and  fold  at  a  low  price.  The  planter 
fuftained  by  this  a  double  inconvenience,  that  of 
lofing  part  of  his  fugars,  and  being  obliged  to  fell 
the  remainder  below  their  value. 

-Vol.  VI.  U  NoTwiTH- 
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NoTWiTHSTANDWo  thcfe  trsofifnt  piEacits>. 
which  always  ceal'fd  in  time  of  peace,  the  plan  t- 
ajtions  ftill  continued  to  increafc  inr  the  Engliih 
iflands,  AD  the  productions  pccuHar  to  America.- 
were  more  carefully  attended  to  i  but  the  wealthy;, 
proprietors  attached  themfelves  more  partLculariy  ■ 
to.thp  culture  of  fugar,  the  fale  of  which  waicon- 
ftantly  increafing  throughout  all  Europe.  This 
profperity  exiftcd  for  the  fpace  (rf  half  a.centuryi 
when  attentive  men  perceived  that  the  exponas 
ti^ns  dccreafcd.  It  waa^thcn  .almoft  geoeraHy. 
faplicved.  th^c  the.colonieswere  exhauftcd;  even 
the  natipnal  fenate  adopted  this  idea,  nofcconfider-- 
ing.  tha;  if  the  foil  no  longer  had  that  degree  06 
fertility  peculiar  to  lands  newly .  cleared,  it  ftiil 
re(ain?d  thaifhareof  fruitfiilnefs  which  the  earth 
feldqm  lofes,  unlpfs  it's  fubftance  be  altered, by 
the, calamities  or  by  the  irregularities  of  nature* 
The  truth  was-foon  afcertained,  and  the  EngtiOi. 
were  obliged: to. acknowlege,  thar.^  the  foreign 
marK  were  infcnfibly  (hut  againft;Gi-cati Britain, 
and  would  foon  be  opened  only  toTrancc. .  This, 
kingdom,  which,  from  it's  natural,  advantages,- 
and  from  the  a£live  genius  of  it's  inhabitants, 
ihould  be  foremoft  in  every  undertaking,  is  fo- 
reftrained  by  the  nature  of  it's  governoieirt,  that- 
itisthe  laft  in  becoming  acquainted  iwith  it's 
own  interefts.  The  French  firft  procured  their 
fugars  from  thcEnglilh.  Tbey  afterwards  made 
fomefor  their  own  confumption,  then  for  fale,- 
till  reftraints  of  every  kind  obliged  them  10  con- 
fine themfelves  merely  to  vrhat.they  wanted.  ■  It 
was  not  'till  1716,  that  their  iflands  began  agam 
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Dly  other  nations.     The  fupcriority  of 
foil,  the  advantage  of  frcfii  lands,  the'frugality 
of  their  planters,  who  were  yet  poor,  all  con- 
fpired  to  enable  them  to  fe'll  the  produfiion  at  a 
lower  price  than  their  competitors.     It  was  more- 
over of  a  better  qualltyj  accordingly,  asit  increaf-. 
ed,  that  which  was  formerly  in  fo  grtat  reqiiefl-^  ' 
was  rcjcfled  in  all  the  markets.     Towards  the 
ytar  1740,  the  fugar  of  the  French  plantations 
bfecame  fufficient  for  general  confumption,  aiid 
zi  this  period  the  Englifli  were  reduced  to 'cul- 
tivate no  more  than  whac  they  wanted  for  their 
own  ufe.     The  quantity  they  made  was  ftill  very  " 
trifling  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  but  the"  ^ 
ufe  of  tea,  and  the  habit  of  other  indulgences, 
foon  ihcreafed  prodigiouDy  the  confumption  of 
this  article. 

Barbadobs  waspne  of  the  Britith  pofTclTions   Tht  tn%- 
which  fumilhed  moft  of  this  commodity.     This   fet,iti^«t 
illand,  which  is  fituated  to  windward  of  all  the  3^||_"c„„ 
reft,  appeared  to  have  never  been  inhabited  even '  Pf?'^^,"".'^ 
by  favagcs,  when,  in  1627,  fome  Englilh  families 
went  to  fettle  there,  but  without  any  interference 
of  government.     It  was  not  till  two  years  after, 
that  a  regular  colony  was  cfl:abli(hed  there,  at  the 
expence  and  by  the  care  of  the  Eari  of  Carliflc, 
who,  on  the  tragical  death  of  Charles  I.  was  de- 
prived of  a  property  which  had  been  too  impru- 
dently granted  him  by  that  weak  prince.     It  was' 
found' covered  with  fuch  large   and  hard  trees, 
that  uncommon  refolutlon  and  patience  were  re- 
quired to  fell  them    and  topt  them  up,'  The 
ground  was  foon  clearSd  of  this  incumbrance,  or 
.    U  a  ftripped 
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■  5iv  *"  ftrippC'J  of  ^'5  ornament :  for  it  is  doubtful  wbc- 
^^■v--^  ther  nature  does  not  decorate  her  own  work  better 
than  man,  who  alters  every  thing  for  himfelf 
alone.  Some  patriots,  tired  of  feeing  the  btood  of 
their  countrymen  fpilt,  went  and  peopled  this 
foreign  land.  While  the  other  colonies  were  ra- 
ther ravaged  than  cultivated  by  thofe  vagabonds 
who  had  been  driven  from  their  native  country 
by  poverty  or  licentioufnefs,  Barbadoes  daily  re- 
ceived new  inhabitants,  who  brought  along  with 
them  not  only  their  ftock  of  money,  but  a  turn 
for  labour,  courage,  a^ivity,  and  ambition  i 
thofe  vices  and  virtues  which  are  the  eficA  of 
civil  wars. 

By  thefe  raeansj  an  ifland,  which  is  no  more 
than  fcven  leagues  in  length,  from  two  to  Bve  in 
breadth,  and  eighteen  in  circumference,  attained, 
in  lefs  than  forty  years,  to  a  population  of  more  . 
than  a  hundred  thoufand  fouls }   and  to  a  trade 
that  employed  four  hundred  Ihips  of  150  tons 
burthen  each.     Never  had  the  earth  beheld  fuch 
a  number  of  planters  coUefled  in  fo  fm^l  a  com- 
pafs,  or  fo  many  rich  produftions  raifed  in  fo 
Ihort  a  time.    The  labours,  direfted  by  Euro- 
peans,  were  performed  by  flaves  purchafcd  in 
Africa,  or  even  ftolen  in  America.     This  new 
fpecies  of  barbarity  was  but  a  ruinous  kind  of  prop 
for  a  new  edifice,  and  very  nearly  occafioncd  the 
fubverfionof  it. 
CoifpincT        Some  Engliflimen,   who  had  landed  on   the 
thTajmrn    coafts  of  the  continent  to  get  flaves,  were  difco- 
Biriudoci.    vered  by  the  Caribs,  who  were  the  objefls  of  their 
fearch.    Theic  favages '  fell  upon  them,  and  put 
thena 


iiizediiv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 

them  all  to  death  or  to  flight.  A  young  man, 
who  had  been  long  purfued,  ran  into  a  wood} 
where  an  Indian  woman  meeting  him,  faved  his 
lifci  concealed  and  fed  him^  and  Ibme  time  after 
conduced  him  to  the  fea-fidc.  His  companions 
Tverc  lying  at  anchor  there,  waiting  for  the  men 
they  miffed,  and  fent  the  boat  to  fetch  him.  His 
deliverer  infifled  on  following  him  on  board  the 
ftiip.  They  were  no  fooner  landed  at  Barbadoes^ 
but  the  monfter  fold  her  who  had  faved  his  life, 
and  had  beftowed  her  heart  as  well  as  her  perfon 
upon  him.  To  vindicate  the  honour  of  the  Eng- 
Hfh  iKttion,  one  of  their  poets  has  recorded  this 
Ihocking  inftance  of  avarice  and  perfidy,  to  be 
abhorred  by  poflierity:  It  has  been  told  in  feveral 
languages,  and  held  out  co  the  deteftation  of  all 
foreign  nations. 

The  Indians,  who  were  not  bold  enough  to  un- 
dertake to  revenge  themfclves,  imparted  their 
refentmcnt  to  the  Negroes,  who  had  ftrotjger 
motives,  ifpoflible,  for  hating  the  EngliOi.'  The 
flavcs  unaninxoufly  vowed  the  death  of  their  ty- 
rants. This  confpiracy  was  carried  on  with  fuch 
fecrecy,  that,  the  day  before  it  was  to  have  been 
■carried  into  execution,  the  colony  had  not  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  it.  But,  as  if  generofity  was 
always  to  be  the  virtue  of  the  wretched,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  plot  informed  his  mafter  of  it. 
Letters  were  immediately  difpatched  to  alt  the 
plantations,  and  came  in  time  to  prevent  the  im- 
pending deftruflion.  The  following  night  ih» 
flaves  were  feized  in  their  hutsj  the  mojl  guilty 
U  3  wer» 
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P  ,viv  ^  ^"^  cxecuced  at  break  of  day;  and  this  aift  of  fe- 
I  verity  reduced  the  reft  to  obedience. 

Pnsr<:rtit(t8  They  havc  Dcver  revolted  fince,  and  yet  the 
"ion"  *"  colony  hath  declined  confiderably  from  it's  former 
profjjerity.  It  ftill  reckons  ten  thoufarvd  white 
people,  and  fifty  rhoufand  Negroes  {  but  the  crops 
are  not  anfwerable  to  the  population.  In  th? 
'moll  favourable  feafons,  they  do  not  aoiounc  to 
more  than  twenty  millions  weight  of  fugar,  and 
are  very  often  below  ten  inillions;  and  yet 
10  obtain  this  trifling  produce,  expences  are  re- 
quired much  more  confidcrable  than  were  neccf- 
Yary  for  double  the  produce  in  the  begirining. 

The  foil  of  the  colony,  which  is  no  oiQrethan  a 
rock  of  calcareous  ftone,  covered  with  yery  little 
earth,  is  entirely  cxhaufted.  It  is  neceffary  to 
'  rrialce  a  deep  opening  in  it  every  year,  and  to  fill 
up  with  manure  the  holerwhich  have  been  made. 
The  inoft  ordinary  of 'thcfe  manures  is  the  Varec, 
a  fea-weed  which  is  periodically  thro'w'n  upon 
the  coaft  by  the  fea-tide.  The  fugar-canes  are 
planted  in  this  fea-weed.  The  natural  foil  is  qf 
little  more  life  in  the  growth  of  them,  than  tljc 
chefts  in  which  the  orange  trees  are  put  in  Europe, 
.The  fugar  which  is  produced  by  thefe  cultures, 
.hath  generally  fo  little  confiftence,  that  it  cannqt 
be  exported  in  it's  raw  ftate,  but  muft  previoufly 
be  earthed  i  a  method  y^h\ch  is  not  followed  ip 
the  other  Englifli  fcttlcmcnts,  although  it  be  nqt 
prohibited  (here,  as  fevcral  writers  have  advanced. 
X)ne  great  proof  of  it's  bad  quality  is,  that  it 
is  fooner  reduced  to  melafifes  ,than  ^ny  y/,h(:Tf 
^Ifc,'"  The  droughts,  whit:ii  arc  fo  frequent  at 
Barbadocs 
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,i3a3jarfaesfiiicc  ^c  country '^hath  been  "entirely  '^^y*'^ 
-rJaid  open,  fcrve  to  complete  the  misfortunes'of  ■—  y'r  ■ 
the  inhabitants  of  this  iOand,  which  was  fonnfcriy 
-io  fo  dvaridiing  a  ttace. 

AccoRDiMCLY,  tHough  the  taxes  do  titt 
.amount  annually  to  more  than  136,291  iivres  *, 
.paid  by  a  trifling  poll-tax  upon  the  Negroes 
'  and  by  feme  other  impofte,  the  .colonifts  fare  te- 
dded to  a  ftate  ef  mediocrity  which  approaches 
to  indig«nce.  This  fituation  prevents  them  from 
•leacing  the  care  of  their  plantations  to  i^ents,  in 
.<>rder  to  go  and  inhabit  milder  climates.  It  even 
.fen4«r«  them  inhuman  towards'their  (kv«^  whp^i 
they  treat  with  a  degree  of  cruelty  unknow'n  in 
,the  other,  colonies. 

Sarbadoes  was  very  lately  the  only  trading 
^pofTeSion  Jselonging  to  the  Englifli  in  the  Wind- 
ward IQands.  The  O^ps  coming  from  Africa 
Vfcd. generally  to  put  in  there.  They  delivered 
their  whc^e  cargo  to  one  (ingle  purchaier,  ajid  at 
A  fettled  price,  without  dift:in<£lion  of  either  age 
or  fcx  in  the  bargain.  Thefe  Negroes,  thus 
bought  in  the  wholtfale  way  by  the  merchants, 
were  fold  in  retail  in  the  ifland  itfelf,  or  in  the 
other  Englifl)  fettlements,  and  the  refufe  of  them 
.was  cilhcj  clandeftinely  or  openly,  introduced  in 
the  colonies  of  the  other  nations.  This  great  . 
trade  hath  coofiderably  decre^fcd.  Hence  mo(t 
of  the  other  BritiHi  iflands  have  chofen  to  re- 
,ceive  their  llaves  dire^ly  from  Guinea,  and  have 
fMbroittcd  to  the  eftabliftied  cuftom  of  paying  for 

*  5,6781.  IJS.  Ipd. 

y  4  them 
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'  XIV  ^  ''^^'"  '^"**  '^'''^  °^  exchange  at  ninety  days  fight. 

t,^i^.w  *  This  credit,  which  was  infufficient,  hath  Gnce 
been  extended  to  a  twelvemonth,  and  ic  hath 
frequently  been  neceflary  to  prolong  it  even  be- 
yond that  term. 

Befo&e  this  revolution,  a  corifiderabte  quan- 
tity of  fpecie  was  in  circulation  at-Barbadoes. 
The  little  coin  which  is  at  prefcnt  dill  foiind 
there,  is  Spanifh  ;  it  is  confidcred  as  tnerchandizea 
and  is  only  taken  by  weight.  The  navy  which 
is  appropriated  to  this  fettlement  confifts  of  a  few 
veffeis,  which  are  neceflary  for  it's  feveral  cor- 
refpondences,  and  of  about  forty  floops,  employ- 
ed in  tht;  fiihery  ot  the  flying-fifli, 

B/tRBADOEs  is  generally  even,  and  eviery  where 
fufcepcible  of  cultivation,  except  in  a' very  fmall 
number  of  hollow  ways.  It  is  only  at  the  center 
■that  the  territory  rifes  imperceptibly,  and  forms 
a  kind  of  mountain,  covered  (jp  to  it's  fumniit 
with  plantations  equally  convenient  and  agree- 
able, becaufe  they  were  all  cftabiilhcd  in  times 
of  great  opulence.  The  ifland  is  irot  watered 
with  rivers,  but  fprings  of  warcr'fit  for  drinking 
are  rather  common  in  it;  and  it  is  interfefted 
from  one  end  lo  another  by  very  fine  roads. 
Thcfe  all  terminate  at  Bridge-townj  a  town  badly 
lituated  but  well  built,  where  the  commodities 
deftined  for  exportation  are  embarked,  although 
it  be  only  a  road  open  to  feveral  winds. 

The  colony,  divided  into  elevep  pa/i(hcs,  doth 
not  afford  one  poft  where  an  enemy  once  landed 
could  be  flopped  }    and  the  landing,  which  is  not 
poOiblc  in  feveral  parts  of  the  coaft,  is  very  prac- 
ticable 
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ticable  in  others, '  notwithftanding  the  redoubts  ".  2,^  ^ 
and  batteries  planted  to  prevent  it.    Military  men  u—v---' 
think,  that  the  fureft  way  of  fucceeding  in  an  at- 
tack, would  be  to  make  it  between  the  capital 
and  the  town  of  Hole- town. 

This  entcrprize  would  require  more  confider- 

■  able  forces  than  might  be  imagined,  confidering 
that  Barbadbcs  hath  no  regular  troops,  It  is 
filled  with  planters  of  fmall  (Mature,    brave  and 

■  aftive,    accuftomed   to  military   exercifes,     md 

■  who  probably  would  make  fcarce  lefs  refiftancc 
■than  a  mercenai7  army.     The  armament  deftin- 

ed  for  this  conqueft  fhould  be  difpatched  from 
Europe;  if  it  were  formed  at  Martinico,  or  at 
-  any  other  fettlement  fuuated  to  leeward,  the 
-Engliih  fquadrons  which  would  be  in  thofe  lati- 
tudes, might  block  up  the  port  where  the  expe- 
idition  Was  preparing,  or  might  arrive  at  Barba- 
<do.rs  time  enough  to  difturb  the  operations  of  the 
bcfiegcrs. 

This  ifland  is  to  the  windwatd  of  all  the  others, 
anid  yet  no-great  advantage  can  be  reaped  from  it's 
pofition,  conlidcrcd  in  a  military  light.  It  hath 
■only  fuch  harbours  as  arc  fit  to  receive  vcflels 
that  come  to  trade  there  i  and  though  it  be  lefs 
expofed  to  florms  and  to  hurricanes  than  the 
neighbouring  latitudes,  it  doth  not  offer  at  any 
time  a  fecure  afylum  to  men  of  war,  and  ftill  lefs 
during  the  laft  fix  months  of  the  year,  when  the 
fea  is  more  tempeftuous.  The  mother-country 
hath  therefore  formed  no  naval  eftabliOiment  upon 
it.  The  national  fquadrons  are  never  ftationed 
therci  and  if  any  of  them  fpmetimcs  appear,  it 
16  only  for  a  little  while.  Thus  it  was,  that,  in 
17^* 
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^xiv'^    lyfir^nd  in  1762,  durii^gtljefinc. weather,    ia 

^*-— vTrf*  ;he  iTHUnhs  of  .January  and  F^rbruarj-j  the  fleers 

.^eftined  fortheconqueft  of  Martinico  a/id  of  eke 

tjav»nn^  were  affeniWed  iher?. 

i«nt.  th«       Antigua,  which  hash  a  circjuJar  for«),    and  is 

''"ed'''r    ■  -about  twenty  miles  long,  ,was  found  toc^ly -uninha- 

Aat«ui.      bit^d  by  ;hofc  few  Frenchmen  who  fled  thither  in 

mndapcacti  -I  ^$3,  vpoH  ^cijig  dnve/1  irom  St.  Chritl^hcrlsby 

ifl.Iid"        the  Spaniards.    Thewantof^ri[^^,.w^icJidout>t- 

Jnwilf'^w  ^^  w^s  the  reafon  why  no  favages  had  fettled 

crt«i  Bii-  .  (b?re,  Viducedthcfc-fugitives  to  return,  as  foon-as 

.  tJ^ey  coiUd  regain  their  former  habitations.  Some 

.f^nglifltaicn,   rjnoFc  enterpriling  than  either  the 

:Je^fflf;h  or  the  Carit>;,  flaitte^ed  themfelves  that 

tJfcy.fliot^dpvcfcoiTie  this  great  obftaclej  by,c(4- 

.leAujg  the  raiptw^ter  in  ciilerns  j  and  thpy  there- 

.fc^  l^ctled  there.    The  yearin  which  this  Tcttlc- 

.^^e^t  ^§s  .begun  is  riot . cxadly  knoiJ'ni    bMfit 

jjippears  that  in  January  1640  there  were  ahmtt 

thirty  families  on  the  ifland. 

The  number  w»s  riot  much  incrcafed,  when 
;I-ard  WiUoughby,  to  whomKingGharlcs  J,I.iiad 
igranted  the  property  qf  Antigua,  fent  over  a  con- 
iftderable  numbar.of  inhabitants  at  his  own  eac- 
tpence  in  1666.  It  isprot»ble.they;would  aeser 
-have  enriched  chemfelves  rby  the  .culture  of  to- 
'.baccD,  indigo*  and  ginger,  :the  only  :cocnmodi- 
ties  they  de^lt  in,  had  not  cdlonel  Codtington 
.introduced  into  the  iOand,  which  was  then 
.reftorcd  to  the  dorpinion  of  iheiftatc,  a  fource  of 
'.wealth,  in  the  year  .16^0,  by  the  t^ilture  of  fugar. 
This  being  at  firft  tdack,  harlhi  ajid  coarfe,  was 
tejefted  in  £ngland>  and  could  .only  be  difpo&d 
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p(  in  Holland,  and  intheHans.tQ^vns,  w}iexe,i£  fi  iiV,'*^ 
fold, at  a  much  lower  price  th^n,  that  pfl^ie  oeh^r  ,*— tv-r/ 
colonics.     By; the  moil  affiduoijs  labour,  ^rt.gpi 
the  better  of  Jiature, ,and .brought  tbis/^gar^tp  ^s 
jgre^t  a  pe.rfe<3:iQn,  jatid  to  ISIlibr  ^s^jgh-^aipricc 
as  any  other, 

BvpRY  oflc  w(as  then  dcfirous  of,e;:iftci?*^'mg,vhi? 
culture.  In  1741,  .it  employed  .thi;?p  tl>pufan4 
^vp  hundred  and-  thirty-eight"  white  nj^p,  .^lij^ 
t^.enty-fev^n  thqufand  four  hundr(;d  and  ei^ghteep 
.JJegroes.  ,Siji(;e.th?t  .period,  thejiun^hq*  ftf/r^p 
men  haih.bq^n  rnLich  dijninifhed,  aqd  thf^  9^i^ 
Oaves  is  confiderabiy  iiicreafed.  Their  unft^d..!^* 
bours  produce  eighteen  or  twenty  miUJDqs  v^clgh^ 
of  raw  fugar,  and  a  proppriionate  quantity  of 
rum.  This  inconie  is  confiderabiy  ]c(s  in  ithofe 
feafons,  which  occur  too  frequently,  when  the.co- 
)ony  is  afflifled  ^vith  drought ;  and  for  this  reafon 
it  is, very  much, indebted. 

All  the  tribunals  are  ertablilhed  at  St.  Johu-'a, 
fituated  to  the  ;Weft.of  tb^e  ifland.  The  gtesteft 
part  qf  the  trade  hath  been  likewife  conceutrated 
in  that  town.  Unfortunately,  it's  port  is  cloft^d 
up  by  a  bar,  upon  which  there  is  no  more,thap 
twelve  feet  of  water.  If  the  depth  of  water  fliould 
ftill  decreafe,  the  navigators  will  take  in  tlieJr 
cargoes  to  the  North  of  the  colony,  in  ihejoad 
of  Parham,  wtiich  is  much  preferable  to  the 
one  they  now  frequent,  but  which  is  infinitely 
lefs  convenient  for  the  colleding  of  the  co^niQ* 
dities. 

Motives  of  great  importance  fliould  excite 

|lngland  to  prevcat,  ^7  all  po^fl'^blc  means,  the 

decline 
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'  decline  of  fo  valuable  a  fettlement.  It  is  the 
'  only  bulwark  of  the  numerous  and  fmall  iflands 
which  that  country  poflefles  in  thcfc  latitudes. 
They  all  depend  upon  Antigua,  and  upon  the 
Englifti  Havre,  an  excellent  port,  where  the  na- 
val forces  defigned  for  their  proteftion,  anchor, 
and  where  the  fquadrons  find  coUefted  in  arfc- 
nals,  and  in  well-fiocked  magazines,  thr  articles 
neceffary  to  carry  on  their  operations.  The 
maintenance  of  the  fmall  fortifications  which  fur- 
round  the  two  principal  harbours  ;  part  of  the  pay 
of  fix  hundred  men,  ininifted  with  their  defence  i 
ihe  cofts  occafioilcd  by  the  artillery}  all  thefc 
expences  are  defrayed  by  the  colony,  and  abforb 
two-thirds  of  the  272,582  livres*  which  it  is  ob- 
liged to  require  annually  from  it's  inhabitants. 

This  is  too  great  a  burthen.  In  order  to  dimi- 
nifli  the  weight  of  it,  the  aflcmbly  of  the  ifland 
thought  of  laying  a_  tax  upon  thofe  proprietors 
who  fliould  relide  in  Europe:  but  the  mother- 
country  annulled  a  regulation  which  was  evi- 
dently injurious  to  the  liberty  of  individuals. 
The  colony  then  ordered,  that  the  planters 
fliould  for  the  future  have  only  one  white  man, 
or  two  white  women,  to  every  fet  of  thirty  Ne- 
groes. This  law,  which  was  adopted  by  fcveral 
other  iflands,  is  not  much  attended  to,  bccaufc 
it  is  Icfs  experifive  to  tranfgrefs  it,  than  to  main- 
tain free  men,  whofe  attendance  cannot  be  com- 
pelled. The  penalties,  therefore,  which  are  re- 
gulated for  punifhing   the   tranfgrefTion  of  ihh 

•  i',3S7l.  IIS.  Sd. 
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Jaw,  are  become  one  of  the  greateft  refources  of  ' 
the  public  treafury  of  that  fettlemenr. 

It's  legiflative  body  hath  fometimes  difplayed 
a  remarkable  ihare  of  courage.  The  Engiifli 
iflands  jiave  no  coin  which  belongs  properly  to 
themfelves :  that  which  is  circulated  there,  is  all 
foreign.  The  mother-country  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  fettle  the  value  of  it  in  the  beginning  of 
the  century.  This  arrangement  was  judged  to 
be  contrary  to  the  intcreft  of  the  colony,  who 
themfelves  fettled  it  upon  a  higher  footing.  It 
was  natyral  to  imagine  that  parliament  would  an- 
nul an  aft  fo  repugnant  to  their  authority.  The 
lawyers  agreed,  if  that  event  fhould  take  place, 
never  to  lend  their  afliftancc  to  any  of  thofe  who 
fliould  have  refufed  to  accept  the  coin  at  the 
price  fixed  by  the  aflembly. 

.  Another  occurrence  exhibited  in  a  ftill  ftronger 
light  the  kind  of  fpirit  which  prevailed  at  An- 
tigua. The  governor,  colonel  Park,  felting 
equally  at  defiance  the  laws  of  morality  and 
decency,  was  unreftrained  and  intemperate  in 
all  his  proceedings.  The  colony  demanded, 
and  ot)tained,  his  recal.  As  he  did  not  feem 
dlfpofed  to  depart,  feveral  of  the  moft  cpnfider- 
able  inhabitants  went  to  expoftulate  with  him,  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms,  upon  this  kind  of  difobe- 
diencc.  They  were  rcpulled  with  brutality  by 
his  guards.  The  people  took  up  arms,  and  the 
tyrant  was  attacked  in  his  own  houfe,  and  maf- 
facred.  His  body  was  then  throw'n  naked  into 
the  ftreet,  and  mutilated  by  thofe  whofc  bed  he 
had  dilhonoured.  The  mother- country,  more 
6  moved 
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*  v(v  ^  moved  by  the  facrcd  rights  of  nature  than  jealous 
V  V  .J  "*^  her  own  authority,  overlooked  an  a£t  which 
her  vigilance  ought  to  have  prevented,  but  which 
fhe  was  too  equitable  to  revenge.  It  is  only  the 
paft  of  tyranny  to  excite  a  rebellion,  and  then  to 
quench  it  in  the  blood  of  the  opprcffed.  Machia- 
vclifm,  which  teaches  princes  the  art  of  being 
feared  and  deteflcd,  dircfls  them  to  ftifie  the  vic- 
tims whoft  cries  grow  importunate.  Humanity 
ptcrcribes  to  kings,  juftice  in  legillation,  mild- 
nifs  in  government,  lenity  to  prevent  infurrec- 
tioffs,  and  mercy  to  pardon  them.'^  Religion  en- 
joins obedience  to  the  people  j  but' God,  above 
all  things,  requires  equity  in' princes.  If  they 
violate  it,  innumerable  witncflcs  ^vill'  rife  up 
againf^  a  fingle  man  at  the  final  judgment; 

The  council  of  Antigua  doch  not  extend  it's 
jurifdiftion  over  the  neighbouring  iflands,  which 
have  all  their  particular  alTemblies  :  but  the  go- 
vernor of  Antigua  is  alfo  governor  of  the  other 
iflands,  except  Barbadoes,  which,  on  account  of 
it's  pofition  and  importance,  hath  deferved  parti- 
cular diftin€tion.     This  governor- general   muft 
pay  an  annual  vifit  to  the  places  under  his  autho- 
rity i  atjd  he  ufually  begins  his  tour  by  Mont- 
ferrac. 
ftK^me*'        This  ifland,  difcovcred  in  1493  by  Columbus, 
V'V'rfli    ^"*^  occupied  in  1632  by  the   Englilh,  is  only 
mtMuDifcr.    eight  Of  niHC  Icagucs  in  circumfe  rente.     Thefa- 
vages,  who  lived  peaceably  in'  it,  were  expelled, 
according  to  cuftom,  by  the  ufurpers.     This  aft 
of  injuftice  was  not  at  firft  followed  with  any  vtry 
fortunate  circumftanccs.     The  progreft  of  th'c' 
5  new 
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new  fettlement  was  for  a.lodg.time  fo  flow,  that'  "^  ^  f- 
fix  and  fifty  years  after  it's  foundation  it  fcarce  *— *-^  ■ 
contaiaed  leven  iiundred  inhabitants.  It  was  not 
tiJl  towards  the  endt  of  the  century,  that  the  po- 
pulation, both  in  white  men  and  Negroes,  be- 
■  came  as  nameroua  as  ic  could  be  in  fd  confined 
a  poffeffion.  Sugar  caries  were  then  fubftituted 
ta  conrunodities  of  little  value,  which  had  ooca- 
fioncd  their  planters  to  lan^uifh  in  a  ftate,  of  mt- 
fery.  War  and  the  elements  overthrew,  at  fe- 
veral  intervals,  the  beft-founded  expciflations,  . 
and  obliged  the  colonifts  to  contraft  debts,  which 
are -notr  yet  paid  off.  At  the  prelent  period,  the 
adivityrof  a  ihoufand  free  pcrfons,  and  the  3  a-' 
hours  of  e^ht  thoufand  flaves,'  produce  five  or 
fiK  millions' weight  of  raw  fugar,  ypon  plains  of  ■ 
little  extent,-  or  in  vallies  which  are  fercilized  by  - 
the  waters  falling  from  the  mountains.  One  of 
the  difadvantages  of  this  iftand,  the  public  es- 
pences  of  which  do  not  exceed  annually  49,837 
livres*,  is,  that  it  has  not  one  fingle  harbour 
where  the  lading  artd  unlading  can  eafily  be  made. 
The  fhips  would  even  be  in  danger  upon  th«fe 
coafts,  if  the  maftcrs  did  not  take  care,  when 
they  fee  a  ftorm  approaching,  to  put  out  to  fea, 
or  to  take-Ihekcr  in  fome  neighbouring  harbour. 
Nevis  is  expofed  to  the  fame  inconvenience. 

The  moft  generally  received  opinion  is,  thatthe   '^''"mc 
Englilh  fettled  on  this  ifland  in  i6a8.     It  is  pro-  ~"«t 
periy  nothing  more  than  a  very  high  mountain,   fCtT' 
of  an  eafy  afcent,  an^  crowned  with  tali  trees.   ""''• 

•  3,0781.  us.  6d. 
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*  ziv  ^  '^^^  plantations  lie  alt  round ;  and,  beginning  at 
^.■^-.^  the  fea-lidc,  are  continued  almoft  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain  ;  but  the  higher  they  ftaod  the  lefs 
fertile  they  arc«  bccaufe  the  foil  grows  more  fto^y. 
This  iOand  is  watered  by  many  ftreams*  which 
would  be  fo  many  fources  of  plenty,  if  they  did 
not  in  fiormy  weather  fwell  into  torrents,  waih 
away  the  lands,  and  defiroy  the  treafurcs  they 
have  produced. 

The  colony  of  Nevis  was  a  model  of  virtue,  or- 
der, and  piety.  Thefe  exemplary  manners  have 
been  owen  to  the  paternal  care  of  the  firft  gover- 
nor. This  incomparable  man-  tnfpired  all  the  in- 
habitants, by  his  own  example,  with  a  love  of 
labour,  a  reafonable  ceconomy,  and  innocent  re- 
creations. The  pcrfon  who  commanded,  and 
thofe  who  obeyed,  were  all  actuated  by  the  fame 
principle  of  the  ftriftcft  equity.  So  rapid  was 
the  progrefs  of  this  fingular  fettlemcnt,  that,  if 
we  may  credit  all  the  accounts  of  thofe  times,  it 
foon  contained  lo.ooo  white  people,  and  20,000 
blacks.  Admitting  even  that  fuch  a  population, 
upon  a  terricory  of  two  leagues  in  length,  and 
one  in  breadth,  ihoald  be  exaggerated,  ftill  it 
will  Ihew  the  amazing  but  infallible  effcA  of  vir- 
tue, in  promoting  the  profperity  of  a  well-regu- 
lated fociety. 

But,  even  virtue  itfelf  will  not  fecurc  either 
individuals  or  focieti^s  from  the  calamities  of  na- 
ture, or  from  the  injuries  of  fortune.  In  1689,3 
dreadful  mortality  fwept  away  half  this  happy  co- 
lony. It  was  ravaged  in  1706  by  a  French  fqua- 
dron,  which  carried  off  three  or  four  thoafand 
flaves. 
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ikves. :  'The  next  year  the  ruin  of  this  ifland  was  *  Jj^  " 
coitipletedi  by  the  nioft:v-tol<nt  hurricane  ever  re^  u  \mi^ ■ 
corded.  ■  Since  this  ferjes  ofdifafters,  it  has  reco* 
Ter(d'a"Htdc<  It  contains  £x  hundred  fiFecmen' 
and  •  five  duHiland  flaves>  the  taxes'*  upon  whom.- 
do  hot  exceed  4^,000  tivres  *,  and  who.icnd  to- 
Hitgland  chpee  or  four- »tiUiOBS  weight  of  nw  fu-' 
gar,  the -whfaiti  of  wMeh'  is  Ihipped  under  th« 
w&Us'  d(  %he''jfgr'eeab}e  city  Called  ChaHes-town.- 
Perhaps  thdfe  who  reptne  moft  at  the  dcftrudion" 
of  the  Atrtet'icana  and  theflavcry  of  the  Africans,^ 
would 'recelvi  fome  conlbJition  if  the  Europeana- 
were  every  where  as  humane  as  the  Englifli  hav<p 
b^en  in  this  jflatnd  of  Nevis,'  and  if  all  the  iflands 
in  Amerifca ^were  as  well  cultivated  in  proportion  j' 
but  nature-  and  fociety  a'ffiard  few  inftances  of  fuch' 
miraculous  profpcrity. 

'■'Saint  CHRis+dpHtR's  *a[s  the  fiurfery  of  all   iacMitt 
the  Eh^ilh  ahd  French  oolonies  in  America.  Both   SlhVchi.  ,t 
nations  arrived  (here  on  the  fame  day,  in  1625.   ^^^'",1^1, 
.  They  -fhared  the  ifland  between  them  j  figned  a  EngiiOiirJ 
perpetual   neutrality  1  and  entered  into  a  mutual    LftbtiMgi 
engagement  t'o  afiift  each  other  againfl:  their  com-    G.^«tBi'^ 
lihon 'enemy  the  Spaniard,  who  for  a  century  pad:  '*'''• 
had  invaded  or  dilVurbed  the  two  hemifpheres. 
Unfortunatdy,  by  an  inconfidcrate  kind  of  con- 
vention, hunting,    filhing,    the  woods,   the  har- 
bours, and  the  falt-pTts,  had  ail  been  left  in  com- 
mon.    This  arrangement,  mixed  too  many  per- 
Tons  together,  who  could  not  be  agreeable  to  each 
otheri  snd  jealoufy  foon  divided  thofe  whom  a 

•  1,87s  I.   . 
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^  °  ^  1^  toaporary  iaterva  had  vsitcO.  T)u»  iiitfl  pa/Sok 
^■■-yt^  outcd  djiljr  qiuiT«||,  flftnnifliM»  and  dewftir 
CMUi  but  tMc  were  only  dom«ftk  uinv^fitWH 
in  which,  the  rdpcdivc  gQTcminnrt*  took  •no 
pan.  CoBceroi  of  grcw«r  imporuoce  hhwitt%». 
4a  1666,  kindled  becwueo  (hs  twa  motJtc^ 
countries  a  var>  which  oontiwcd  aloioft  vnut.-. 
ttrruptcdijr  during  the  r^Qwinder  ftf  tho  cw{> 
tuiy,  their  AiitjcAs  in  Sc.  Chnfti^ihcv'*  IpvghK 
widi  a  dcgFce  of  oMtiniwy  that  ww  not  tQ  h« 
fi»uad  eKewhew.  SooHtinij^s  conqueran,  v»d. 
fiMmtimn  coaqiierfdi  Xhty  ^^emnely  draye  each. 
«ther  fhom  their  fJaitutwH,  ThU  Itfig  C<y)t49» 
in  vhich  both  p«krtic9  alternately  h^d  tti(9  ad* 
vantage,  was,  tcrfnta9ted  by  the  total  expulfion: 
of  the  Freoch  in  i7<>* »  ""^d  she  peace  of  Utte^hi 
cut  off  all  their  hopes  of  ever  murning  thither. 

This  wa^  no  great  facrifire  for  a  people  who 

had  9Cv«r  IcriouUy  attended  to  the  care  of  culti-> 

vatifig  prqduAions  upon  (hetr  doniaia.,    Thur 

population  amounted  but  «a  667  white  pec^le,  of 

all  ages  and  both  fexes;  29  free  blacks,  and  6^9. 

flavea.    All  their  herds  confilM  only  of  265 

head  of  horiied  cattle,  and  157  horfes.     Thcjr 

cultivated  nothing  but  a  little  cotton  and  indigo, 

and  had  but  one  Tingle  fugar  plantation. 

WbM  St,         Though  the  Englilh  had  for,  a  loqg  ume  made 

^■Vbi-     ^  gf^WT  Advantage  pfthis  iQand,  yet  they  did  not 

Sliitoffl"  «'*^^*''*'^*^y  ""^P  "^l  the  benefit  they  ipight  hav« 

■amooMt  doner  from  having  the^  fole  pi^iil^n  qf  i<.    Xhit. 

ooitqueft  waa  for.  i  long  time  4  prey  tQ  rapa- 

cious  governors,  who  fold  the  lands  for  their  own 

pn^t,  or  gave  them  away  to  their  creatures ; " 

though  they  could  only  wfirant  the  dufttppn  of 
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th*  fale,  «■  grant,  daring  the  terrifi  of  theit  admi-  *  ^,y  * 
niftration.  The  [iailiaiticnr  6f  England  at  length  v,  .^  '  rf 
rfcmblted  this  etilj  by  ordering,  that  all  lands 
ihodid  be  put  up  to  auAion,  dnd  the  purnhafe-* 
money-  paid  into  the  public  cofferst  Arier  thii 
pnident  reguUtion>  the  new  planUtlotia  «ere  at 
well  cultivated  as  ihft  old  ones* 

Tss  iflftfid,  which  ii  th  general  nurrow,  but 
^fttY  ■mcqmliy  foj  majr  have  M  Mtent  of  thiMy- 
(ix  leagues  f^uare.    Mountains}   thick  fi^t  iHd  ' 

barren,  though  covered  with  vtfdure,  and  which 
occupy  one  third  of  die  territory,  intcrfeA  it  al* 
ilioft  throughout  it's  whole  length.  From  the  foot 
of'  theft  ofioumains  iffiie.  ift  infinite  number  of 
fprings,  which.  Unfortunately,  are  for  th«  rtioft 
part  dried  up  in  the  dry  feafons.  Scattered  over 
the  plain  we  meet  with  a  nunnber  of  agreeable^ 
neat,  and  convenient  habitations,  which  are  or- 
namented with  avenuesi  fountains,  and  groves. 
The  tafte  for  fural  life,  which  the  Englifli  have 
retained  more  than  arty  othef  Civilized  natiwi  ih 
Europe,  prevails  in  the  higheft  d^fet  at  St» 
Chriftopher'8.  They  (lever  had  the  lealt  oiJcafidn 
to  form  themfelvel  into  fmall  ibcicties,  in  brdef  K> 
pafs  away  the  time*  and  if  the  French  had  not 
left  there  a  fmall  town,  where  their  manners  are 
preferved,  they  would  ftill  be  unacquainted  with 
that  kind  of  focial  life,  which  is  produftivc  of 
more  altercationi  than  pleafaresj  which,  ii  kept 
up  by  gallantry^  and  terminates  in  debauchery  j 
'which  begins  with  convivial  joys,  and  ends  in.dw 
quarrels  of  gaming.  Inftcad  of  this  image  of 
union,  which  is  in  h&-  only  a  beginning  of  dlf- 
X  !t  cor4, 
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'  riv  ^  eord,  the  reprefeniattvcs  ofthe.proprietM*,  vha 
til  ^Mjf  arc  alrttoft  alt  of  them  fenled  in  Europe,  the 
number  of  which  3[nDu.';t$  to  eig!ueen  hundred, 
live  ^upon  die  ptantations;  from  whence  they 
gather  "by  the  labour  of  twenty-four  or  twentyc 
fivcthoufand  flayesj  eighteen,  millibns  weight  of 
raw  fugar,  which  is  the  fineft  in  the  New  Wdrld. 
This  produoe  enables  .the  colony  to  provide- *iih 
cafe  fer:  the  public  expences,  which'  -do -not  atH 
Dually 'cx<eed  68j'45  Uvjcs  lofols*.  .  :   , 

''^'"f^  It  was  at.  St.  Chriftop'hrr's,  that  in  17,56  wai 
(hithift  exhibited  a  fccne  worthy  06  being  recoiuited.  ' 
StChriBa-  A  Negroe  had,  from  his  childhood,:~fiartbok 
bf  the  amufemcncs  of  his  young  miftcr.  This  fa- 
imiliarky,  which  is  comnhonly  fo  dangeroiJs,  ex- 
tended the  ideas  of  the  flsve,  without  altering 
his  cha"fafler.  Quairy  foon  dcfcrved  to  be  chofen 
overfeer  over  the  labours,  and  over  theplanta' 
tions  }  and  he  difplayed  in  that  important  poft 
an  uncommon  (hare  of  understanding,  and  an  in- 
defatigable zeal.  His  cdndud:  and  his  talents  in>' 
creafcd  his- favour,  which  appeared  to  be  unalter- 
ably fixed,  when  this  dircdor,  hitherto  fo  much 
bfcloved  and  fo  much  diftinguithed,  was  fufpcifted 
of  having  infringed  the  eftablilhed  laws  of  the 
police,  and  publicly  threatened  with  an  humi- 
liating pu'niflimcnt. 

A  SLAVE  who  hath  for  a  long  time  efcaped 
chaftifement,  inflifted  too  readily  and-  too  fre- 
quently upon  his  equals,  is  infinitely  jealous  of 
that  diftinftion.  Quazy,  who  dreaded  fbame 
more  than  the  grave,  and  who  did  not  flatter 
*  3,8391.  71.  iid. 

himfelf 
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himfclflwith'bcing  ftbletoisveri  the  fitmcnce  pro-  ■  °|°  ^ 
Bounced  agaJnft  him  byihis  imreaticsi.  wctu  out  "-rir-wrf 
in. the  fiitdft  of  tlie-  night>  in  order,  to  obteiii  a 
powerful .  mediation;  His  mafter  runfottunaiely 
perceived  him>  and  attempted  to  ftopiiim..  Thejr 
grappled,  with  each  other  j,  and  thcfe  ,  two  dex- 
terous 'and  vigorous  champions  wreftled  .for  fomc' 
time  with  varied  fucceis.  At  length  the  flavc 
threw  down  his  inflexible  mafter,  and  kept  him'' 
ill  that  difagreeable  fituation  i  when^  putting  a: 
dagger  tp  his  breaft,  .he  addrcffcd,  him;  in  the 
foilolving  terms'i  ■      -.  """    „ 

.  "  MArrEKj  I  hare  been  brought' up  iwiih you. 
**  Your  pleafures  have  been  mine.  .'My  heart 
"  hath  never  know'n  any  other  iniercfts^ihau' 
"  your's.  1  am  innocent  of  the  tctAug  ofirncc 
"  of  which  I  am  accufed ;  but  had  I  even  beea 
*'  guilty  of  it,  you  ought  to  have  forgiven  me;. 
*f  AH  ray  feofts  are  rouzed  with  indignation  at" 
"  the  recoUeftion  of  the  affront  which,  you  are 
"preparing  for  met  and  thuS'  il  is  that  I.  will.  ' 

**  avoid  k."  On  faying  thefe  words,  he  cut  his; 
own  throac^  And  fell  6ovf-n  dead,  withoun'curiing. 
the  tyr^uz,  whom  he  covered  with  his- bipod. 

Im  the  fame  lOand,  love  and  friendlhip  have' 
been  'ii^nalized  by!  a  tragic  cvent,*.whicK  iidth 
never  been  paralleled  tfithet  in  fable,  or  ia'hifiory,.* 
Two  Ncgroei,  botft  young,  handfbme;r6biift, 
courageous,  and  born  ■wich:a  iou!  of  an  tincommon  > 
caft,.  had  .been  fond'  of  each  other  £cofn  their  in- 
fancy, ■  Partners. ip  tiic'famc  labours,,  they  were- 
uaited  by  their  fufFerings ;  whicbi  in  feeling  minds, 
form  3  fl!rooger<  attachment::  than  pleafures:  If' 
-        (  X  3  they 
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*"  ^^^  *  ritejt  ware  not  happy,  they  coRifortecI  eitch  otbcr 
u— I— ..*  acle»ft  inthtfir  mifcry.  L4OVC,  tirfiich  gsncnlly  ob* 
litara»6  the  ramembrftitce  of  all  nnufovtune6,icrvcfi 
qii)]f»  ta  raako  theirH  coa^iletc.  ANcgrogirl^wbq 
\^aa  lilcewtfc  a  flave,  xnd  whofe  ^cs  fparklctt,  bq 
doubti  with  greater  vivacity. ud  fiec  from  the 
coniraft  of  htr  dark  comptexioa,  excited  in  equal 
ftaine  tQ  the  heans  of chel^  tvio  fnends.  The  gifl, 
vha  was  more  cjxpablt  of  infpiring  ihius  of  fecttc^ 
a  ftrong  paQioB,  would  readily  have  accepted  ei« 
dicr;  but  neither  of  thetn  would  deprive  his 
friend  of  her,  or  yield  her  up  to  him.  Time 
(ervcd  oiUy  to  iacreaib  the  tonnciit^  they  fuffcred^ 
vithout  alFe&utg  their  fnendQitp  or  their,  love. 
Oftentimes,  did  tears  of  angutfli  ibream  from  their 
eyes,  in  the  nudft  of  the  demooftrlitiaDs  of  frieijd- 
fliip  they  gavtt  each  other,  at  the  Gght  ckf  the  too 
beloved  object  that  threw  ^m,  into  de^iair. 
They  ibmctimes  fwore  that  they  would  Love,  her 
no  more,  and  that  the;  would  cathei  part  wiik 
life  tbaa  forfeit  thete  frtendilwp.  The  whole 
pSanatioB  was  moved  at  the  fighc  of  ^offe  ««a- 
0i&.  The  Lowe  of  the  two  friends,  for  the  bcav*. 
tiful  Negro,  girl  wa&  the  topic  of  cycfy  ctW'- 
version. 

Onb  day  they  followed  hei  ii^  a  woods  thrM» 
each  embraeed  her^  clafped  her  a  chaMCud  times 
ta  his  be w>  fwctre  all  the  oatJta  «f  auatsbswofv  apd 
called  her  every  tender  name  that  love  codU  fug- 
geft  i>  when,  fuddsniy,  without  faking  or  look- 
iBg^  at  each,  other,  ehey  both  ploiigcd  Vi  dagges 
iqto  her  bveaft.  S<^  cxpJFcdv  and  tbey.  nuogled 
tileirRifi  and  groans.  witJLbalaftbnM^  They 
roared 
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rMNd  aktUfJ,  ind  »*de  the  wood  nfeoBd  wi(h  ■  °^  « 
ch^if  viglmt  oticd-ief;  A  flavs  eafnd  rminJAg  to  'fc  -,■■■* 
lildf  t)mftjUICe>  md  fl»  (hem  at  a  did;aR«,  fttSiHg 
the  viAim  of  tht\f  txtraordinarf  p;^i(A  mch  their 
Itttest  He  cjillffd  out  to  fdrne  others,  whd  fiMm 
c&ttic  upi  jind  found  chefe  two  friends  tmbrfldng 
tfach  other  upon  the  body  bf  this  Unhappy  girl, 
ahd  bithtA  in  her  blood }  while  they  theinfdi'eii 
«ertf  expiring  Ift  th6  ftreami  thdt  ftdwtd  firotn  theif 
owrt  wounds. 

"ttttst  lovers  and  thefe  friettdi  vftfi  Oav'cs.  Is 
it  In  fo  degrading  «  ftatlon^  that  wt;  fai  fbeik 
i&'iotn  as  itiuft  aftonilii  .the  whole  world  ?  it 
^trt  cat)  be  a  man  who  is  not  ftnicrk  with  hofrM- 
tfhd  cotnpalfion  itc  the  gT^aCMfs  of  this  fti-octous 
iove,  natUfe  ttttift  have  formed  him,  not  Ftii  the 
fiavery  of  the  Negroes,  but  for  the  tytittriy  of 
their  mafters.  Such  a  man  muft  havc'Iivcd  with- 
oat  (^ommiferaling  others,  and  will  die  without 
comfort ;  he  nmft  never  hate  Ihed  a  tear^  md 
M(t6  will  eVer  be  Oied  for  him. 

BARftODA,  which  belongs  entirely-to  tht^CoM  pirticai.. 
ariftgtOrt  fartiity,  ind  the  cifctinlfcrence  of  whicfi  «^'^";„ 
Is  ft*  or  feven  leagues,  hath  dangerous  cc/afts.  '"^'• 
This'  is  perhaps  the  rtibft  evert  6f  aH  tfttf  Aitrtri* 
Cafi  HilHld*.    The  trees  whichi  cover  it  are  weak, 
afltf  rtOf  vefy  high,  becadfe  thtre  art  rfe-fcr  ttttft 
thaw  'fix  OP  ftfven  irtches  of  earth  irpod  *  iiytf  tff 
Unrte'ftbne.    Natfrrt  harth  placed  great  plenty  of 
twdvs  herci   ztid  caprice  hath  occationed  the 
fi^nd'ing  tfiithei*  ofdtct,  and  iVvcrd  kindi  of  gaitie  f 
chanee  iittU  ^td  tH6  Woadi  whh  pinrultis,  itA 
a^it  fbwh,  tfcaped  fhai  the  Ttlfet«  a^  £tme 
X  4  ih'fpwwclii. 
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'  XIV  '^  fliipwreck.  "^  Upon  this  foil  are  fed  oxen,'  hbiies, 
^mtTf,^  and  mules,  for  the  labours  of  the  neighbouring;- 
fettlcmcnts,  No  other  culture  is  kfiQw'n  there, 
except  th^t  of  the  kipd  of  corn  which  is.ne- 
ae0ary  for  the  feeding  .of  the  numerous  herds. 
In  thofe  feafons  when  the  paAure  fails.  Ilf's 
population  is  reduced  to  three  hundred  and 
6fty  (Uves,  and  to  the  fmall  nufnher  of  free 
nieri  who  are  appointed  to  overjocik  them.  This 
private  propertj'  pays  no  tribute  to  the  nation, 
^ou^h  it  be  fubjeit  to  the  tribunals  of  Antigjia. 
The  air  here  is  very  pure,  »nd  yery-whokfome.: 
Formerly,  the  fick'y  people  of  the  other  Engliih. 
jflaods  went  to  breathy  it,  in  .order  to  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  their  difeafcs,  or  to  recover  theif 
itrength.  This  cuftom  hath  ceafed,  fince  Ibino 
of  them  have  indulged  themfclves  in  p^rti^s  of  ^c- 
ftruftive  chacc. 

Must  m^n  then  be  fuffered  to  pejrilh,  in  orde^' 
that  aninfi^ls  Ihould  be  preferved!  flow  is  ii; 
poQiblc  that  fo  atrocious^  a  cuAom,  which  draws 
down  the  imprecation  of  almpfl  all  Europe  upon 
the  fpvereigns,  and  upon  the  lords  of  our  counr 
tries,  (hould  be  fuffered,  and  fhpuld  even  be 
c&abli(hed.  beyond  the  feas  i  I  have  afked  this 
queftion,  and  I  have  been  anfwcred,  that  th^ 
)U;ind  belonged  [o  the  Codringtons  ^  and.  that 
they  had  a  right  to  difpofe  of  their  property  at 
ijieij' pieafure.  I  now  a£H,  whether  this  right  of 
prppcj-ty,  wl^iph  is  undoubtedly  facr^^  hath  pof 
it's  lifnir^?  Whether  ihi?  right, ,  ij{  ^a  vari^ty.of 
circumflances,  be  not  fi^cr,lficed,  to  public  cood^^ 
■Whether  them^n  who  is,,!?  ^fiSeSioa  qfa.  foyi^-; 
(?ti|^l  ,C3jjrefuie  water  to^im  ifrho  is  dying  with 
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4i^,had  cod:  his  countryman  oi^  bis  fcllow-£Cf4-» 
ture  his  life?  Whether  the  nian  .%ho  fhouldbe^ 
coft^viftcd  Qf  hayii^  fuffered  a  &<^  peHbn  tp.dis. ' 
ai  his  door,  would  be  fufSctently  punilh,e4-^£ 
itic  general,  execration  I  Anil  whether  he  wi^iild 
not  deferye  to  be -dragged  befojce  the  tcibunalA^ 
of  juftice  as;;an  aflj^|3|in  ?  Foj}e0br  of  Barbuda* 
thou  art  the  alTaffia  pf  all  thofe<  whotji  chop  d^^.  .. 
4eprive  of  the.  falubrity  of  the  air,,  which,  wouli)/ 
have  preferved  them;  a^d  if  this  circumltance. 
Oiould  not  drive  thee  to  defpair-upon  (hy.  death- 
bed, it  i^  becfufe  thine  heart. will  bid  de^apcCj,  '' 
^  t-he  Divjne  jullicc  !  Haften,  therefore,  iQif^', 
call  that  fl^amelefs  reprefeniative,  who,  ip-bU. 
conqern,  for  a  feraglio  of  Mulattpe  worncn,..ini 
vhom,  it  i^  faid,  all  his  delights  are  centered,,. 
rigOFOuOy  purfues  the  execution  of  your  barbarous; 
prohibition. 

Ancuilla  is  fcven  or  eight  leagues  in  length/  Tiitcoi«T 
^nd  is  very  unequal  in  it's  breadth,  which.  JteveD  "•  *"t^ 
exceeds  two  leagues.     Neither  n>ountains,i"por   ^^'^^^ 
voods,  noF  rivers,  are  found,  upon  .it,  and  it's  foil:  'J,"'"'^ 
is  npthing  mpre  th4n  chalJ;. 

Some  wandering  Englifbmen  fettled  upon  thi» 
.porous  and  friable :roclc  towards  the  year  1650. 

After  jn  pbftinate^a^our,  thcya,t  length  fuc- 

^eede^.in-obtainipg  (tgir)  thj;  k,indof  turf  a  jittle 
CQttfln,  affnall  (^antky  of  gi;Ulei-feed,  and-fom^ 
potatoes.;    Six-  vqins  of -vegetating  earth,  whiclj      ,. 
ycre  in  procefs  of. tinpe  difcovpred,  received  fugar 
f  ^ijs,  w^ich,  jtt^hp,  b«ft  hw??!):,  yield  no  more 
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*  XIV  "  **""  ^^  tboufand;  wdgftt  Of  fugar,  and  fome* 
i.-vw  times  only  five  or  6x  thoufand.  WbiteVer  «4fi» 
cotntt  out  of  the  colony  hath  been  introduo^ 
iatx>  it  clandeftinelyj  fh>m  Santa  Cruz^  where  the 
mhabitanu  of  Aaguilla  have  formed  feveral  plants 
adorn. 

Ii^  fcafens  of  drought,  which  itt  bat  too  fre- 
qacMf  the  ifland  hath  no  other  refource  but  in  & 
hkt,  the  fait  of  which  is  fold  to  the  people  of 
New  £ng]and }  and  in  the  fale  of  (heep  and  g(Mt», 
which  thrive  better  in  this  dry  citmite,  and  upon 
thefe  arid  plains^  than  in  the  reft  of  Aiiterica; 

Angvilla  reckons  no  tnore  than  two  bafi^ 
4red  free  inhabitants,  and  five  hundred  Qaves. 
Nevenhelefe,  it  hath  an  aflemMy  of  it's  own,  and 
even  i  chief,  who  »  always  chofen  by  the  mhabir- 
ants>,  and  confirined  by  the  govefadr  of  Anti- 
gua. A  foreigner  who  fhouM  be  fettt  to  govern 
tl»»  fecUe  feftlemenr,  Wdutd  infalli^  be  driveit 
away  by  men  who  have  preferved  fometbing  of 
tke  independent  manners,  .and  of  the  caxbcr  favage 
dnmSttx  of  their  anceftars. 

Thb  coaft  of  thi»  Htand  sffotdi  but  two  hlr^ 

bours  I  and  even  in  thefe  Very  finall  veflcis  onfy 

can  anchor.     They  arc  both  defended  by  few 

pieces  of  cannOR,  which,  Jbr  ha^  a  txanstf  ptift, 

have  bctfi*  emwety  unfit'for  fervicc. 

TMd*  M         Tat  Virgin  IfJands  are  a  groiip'  of  abO«t  fijfty 

*'  °"f''      fitiall  iflands,  moA  ■  of  them  mouncamous,  dvy^ 

*;J;'ff?     anrf  arid,   where  i;he  Spatiiarda  rf  Porto-HiW 

vhich  the     tfcre  for  a  long  rime  alone  employed  iff  eaeeft- 

cultiMird."  fng  lurtJe,  whicS  were  very  plenty  them    Tht! 

*e«*^°'  Dutch  had  juft  bcgtm  a:  ftnaflf  fcttlemCnt  at  Tor- 

fa>«d.  ,  ^  tola, 
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taiK  one  of  the  bcft  of  thefe  iOuids,  and  diat  *  ^^^ 
which  hsth  the  iafeft  harbour,  when,  in  1666;  t-.,^^ 
ihvf  Wfr«  diivsn  from  h  bj  the  EngHAi  j  wb6  \ 

loon  sfter  difperfed  tiiemfelves  over  the  neigh* 
bauring  fmall  .Ulands  and  rocks.  There  chef 
lired,  during  near  a  century^  like  fvf»gest  cm^ 
ployed  foteljF  in  the  culture  of  cotton.  Icwunoc 
*im  after  the  peace  of  174S  that  riieir  indoftry 
vu  turned  towuds  fugar,  of  which  th<y  have 
fincc  Hgahrlj  fenc  to  the  mocher-^ountry  four  or 
five  millions  weight. 

Befohb  this  period,  there  had  not  been  any  re* 
gular  fiwrn  of  government,  nor  any  poblic  wof- 
fttp  ac  Tortola.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  have 
been  very  recently  eftablilhed;  and  what  perhaps 
was  more  difficult  to  bring  about,  the  inhabitants 
have  been  prevailed  tipon  to  pay  the  treaAiry 
four  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  going  out  of  their 
prodttfticHH.  A  '  prudent  admiRiftraticm  would 
have  fotidted  a  bilt  to  fecure  tbe  feveral  proper- 
ties, all,  or  almoft  all,  of  .wlutA  have  beta  tran^ 
mitted  in  an  trrcgular  nisBner ;  and  if  they  were 
juridtcally  attacked,  there  are  fevr  cotonifts  wkv 
mi^t  not  be  ieguHy mined. 

HiKi  then  is  am  rn(hittce,  at  Tottola,  of  the 
gorernmrac  being  very  eager  to  draw  money  froin 
thecojonifts,  and  caring  very  little  about  fcc^i^ 
their  fciidty,  although  rt  w»uM  have  coft  rfrem 
only  a  litrie  bcnevotence,  wirfioot  any  kind  of  fa-. 
cri6ce.  Is- 11  pofHbh;  to  fay  to  men  in  a  more 
impudent  manner:  *'  You  are  nothing  to  usr 
'■  you  have  only  to  continue  ftill  to  pay  us, '  amf 
"  when  you  (bali  no  longer  be  able  co  do  it,  yoa 
"  may 
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*  Siv.  *  "  "*y  (*•■'*»  T°"  '"^y  (^'c »  wc  care  very  little 
ti—v— J  ."^about  the  matter.    The  concern  we  take  in 
^*  your  fate  i$  in  proportion  «o  the  fams  you  fup* 
"  ply  us  wiih?"    Such  inhuman  fentiments  are 
BCrer  uttered  in  any  place  j  but  itill  this  is  tJae 
way  in  which  people  chink  and  act  in  all  parts. 
Subjects  are  every  .where  treated  as  we  do  the 
(nincsj  which  we  ceafe  to  attend  to  when  they  yield 
BO  more  ore.    It  is  every  where  forgotten^  thacy 
witK  a  Tmall  ihare  of  jufticc  and  proteiftionj  they 
would  become  an  tnexhauflible  fund.  Empires,  in 
»11  parts  think  themfclves  eternal,  and  chofe  who 
g(?vern  them  conduct  themfclves  as  if  they,  had 
^9t  one  day   to  laft.      The   fame  danger   that 
threatens  Tortola>  does  not  extend  itfelf  to  Ja* 
niaica.- 
B'feript|»ii        This  iQand,  which  lies  to  leeward  of  the  other 
£ng}ilh  iOands,  and  which  geographers  have  rank- 
ed among  the  greater  AntiUcsi  m^  be  forEy^three 
or  forty-four  leagues  in  length>  and  fixteen  or 
feiyentcen  in  it'a  greateft  breadth.    It  is  in^er- 
fedted  with  fevcfal  ridges  of  high,  craggy  moun- 
tainn,  where  dreadful  rocks  are  heaped  one  upon 
another.    Their  barrenncfs  does  not  prevent  theif 
beirig  covered  all  aver  with  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  trees  of  diffcreot  kinds,  that  ftrike  their  roots 
through  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  attraft  the 
moifture  chat  is  depqfited  there  by  Aorms  and. 
frequent  fogs. ..  ^his^perpctual  verdure,  kept  up 
and  embclliQied  by  a  multitude  of  plentiful  caf- 
cades,  makes  a  conltanc  fpring  all  the  year  round, 
and  exhibits  the  moOt  enchanting,  prgfpecb  in  na-» 
cure.  *  But  thcfc  waters,  which  fall  from  the  bar-.. 
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reii  fumrnusi  arid-ferttUze  theplaitis  6elb*,  aftf  xl^."^ 
bracltifh  arid  UnWholefome.  'Tfic  climatc'is  ttfff  wT-y.^ 
Wore  dangcr'oiis. '  Of  a!l  bhe  AmCf frtri  iflancfs,' 
Jamaica  is  the  tfibfi  dcftrtiftivi.  '  'Men  pbiri'fli 
there  vcryfapidlj'j  and  although  the  lands  have 
been  clearedfor  two  centunfes  paft;  yet  ther^'i'ife* 
Rill  fome  very' fruitful  diftriiffti  even  near  tHi:  ta-* 
|fHa!,  Vhepc  a'ffee  man  would"  liot^pafs  the  nrg(ff 
ferftefs  ih  a  caft  Wtxtremc  ntceflity,  .  ^T".    '^■"- 

Columbus  drftovered  fill's  great  ifland  in  liflAJ  ThtSp^  ■ 
but  ntadc  tib  ftttlement  There.  Eight  years  aP'  f^'j^' 
ter^  he  was  throw'n  upon  itby  a,  ftorm.  Haypg  fe''uth« 
Toftfiis  flilps,'  and  being  unabfe  to  get  Sway,'  h^  fonwtiiM 
jrhplofed  th'C  humanity  of  the  lavages,  ivho  gaVC 
MiVf-  airthe  alTiftance  that  natural- pity '  fuggetts; 
But  thcfe 'pcopFe,- 'who  cultivated  no  more  Ihrttf 
th'aw  what  wis  juft  fufficierit  to-TuppIy  th"eir6iitrf 
vfBfltgi'  foOn"  gre*'  tired  of  fupporting  ftrarigeris,' 
t6  'the  ~manifeft  ri(k  of  ftarring  themfelves,  and 
iJiftrrfibly  withdrew  from  their  neigh bburhaodif 
'Ttee  Spaniard^, "frh'b'  had  already  indifpofed  tlic 
irifiians  ^gainft  t^tm  by  repeated  afts  of  violend?, 
grew  outrageous,  and  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  take 
li^  arms  agaihll  a  hlimane  and  equitable  chief, 
bccaufe  he  difapproved  of  thcil-  ferocity.  Co- 
lumbus availed  himfclf  of  one  of  thofe  natural 
phenomena, .  in  which  a  man  6f  genius  may 
fometimes  find  a'  rcfource,  which  h*  may  be 
txcuJed  for  having  rccouric  to  ma  cafe  of  urgent 
nMeffity.      ■  ' 

•  '  Prom  the  knowkge  he  had  acquired  in  aftrono- 
Vny,  he  knew  there  would  foon  be  an  eclipfe  of  the  ' 
moon.    Hc'took  advantage  of  this  circamftance, 
'■'V  and 
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■  ^v  '^  *A(I  fumiDoaed  all  the  Caciques  ia  die  neigb- 
^  :/  «  bourbood  to  coroe  and  bear  fomething chafnearly 
concerned  them,  and  was  cflVnrial  to  their  pre* 
fervatioD.  He  then  pronounced  with  cmpha6^ 
at  if  he  were  iflfpired  -.  Tt  pum/b  ytu  ftr  tit  muity 
witi  which  yeu  fuffer  1*7  compamtm  *ni  mt  M 
ftrijb^  the  God  whom  I  warfinf  is  gM^  to  ftrikeym 
with  bis  mifi  tirrihU  jadgmaiis.  This  very  evimag 
you  will  fee  the  sum  turn  red^  tbe»  frew  dMrk,  swd 
withhold  her  !^ht  from  ytu.  This  will  he  oiiiy  a 
.prelude  to  yaur  ealamlieSf  if  you  ehfiinately  fafifi  m 
refufing  to  give  us  food* 

The  admiral  had  fcarce  done  fpeakingi  when 
his  prophecies  were  fulfilled.  The  favages  were 
terrified  beyond  mcafure ;  thejr  thought  they  were 
all  loll ;  they  begged  for  mercy,  and  promifed  to 
do  any  thing  that  Ihould  be  defiredv  They  were 
then  told,  that  heaven,  moved  with  their  repent- 
ance, was  appeafed,  and  thax  nature  was  gmng  to 
rcfume  her  wonted  courfe.  From  that  momenti 
provifions  were  fent  in  from  all  quarters;  and 
Columbus  was  never  in  want  6S  any  during  the; 
time  he  remained  there. 

]t  was  Don  Diego,  the  ion  of  this  eitraordt* 
oary  man,  who  fixed  the  Spaniards  at  Jamaica. 
In  I  $09,  he  fent  thither  ftvcnty  robbers  fr«n  St. 
Domingo,  under  the  command  <^  John  d*Efqin-> 
mel }  and  others  foon  followed.  It  feemed  as  if 
they  alt  went  over  to  this  peaceable  iOand,  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  Ihed  human  blood. 
Thofe  barbarians  never  fhcathed  their  fword 
while  there  was  one  inhabitant  left  topreferve  the 
meoiory  of  a,  numerous,  mild,  pUia,.  and  bofju* 
ta^lc 
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ut>le  p«Qplc*  It  WW  happy  I 
th«fe  myrd^«r8  were  no(  to  fupply  their  pl4«<< 
Th^  had  np  iQclination  to  mvJtiply  in  an  iQai)4 
where  no  gctld  ww  to  b?  foMnd.  Their  criwJiy. 
did  not  anfwcr  1^  purpofi;  of  ttieir  ayaricQ  i  ail«l 
tltfi  e^ht  vf luch:  they  had  d«Rch«d!  wk  bto9d« 
iteta9^  to  refuse  hcf  ftfiifliweft>to  feoMid  the  bats 
^(^fpiffle9raH3«h?j»h»dmftd«M'&ithfre.  Evtrf. 
fojtlffmwt  r^ifcd  upow  the  f^flws  of  «Ue '  nativM, 
grfv  ^nfocc«^sful>  whco  laboMr  aed  dcfpair  had 
q^mpleovd.  ch&  deftru^on  of  a^  few  favages  whp^ 
hid.  cfcaped  the  ^ry  of  the  firft  cnp^uefts.  Thaf; 
of  Ssr  Jago  de  }a  Vega  wa«  the.  only  one  that 
fuppprted  itfelf.  The  inhM>iWPts  of  thac^^^wn, 
pUwged  in  idtepcls,  .the  vfwl  conftquepc?!  of 
tyranny  after  devaftation,  .were  content  with^ 
bying  upon  the  produce  of  fome  few  plantations, 
and  the  overplus  they  fold  ta  the  fliips  that  paiTed 
by  their  coftfts.  The  whole  population  of  the 
wlony  ceatored  in,  the  IjtUc,.  fpot  that  fe4,thia! 
raceofdcftroycrsi  confifted-o^M™^  flavcsjcotn* 
ni^ed  by  u  many  tyraotSi  when  the  JEngHfh. 
c^Die  and  attaickcd  the  town>.  took  It*  and  icttled 
•  there  in  i6jj5. 

The  Engiifli  brought  the  fatal  Iburcci  of  dif-  J""*«  t» 
C()rd  along  with  th<»n.  At  flrfl:  the  New  colony.  brVEK  ep,. 
wa;  (inly  iohaSiced  by  three  thoufand  of  that  fana-  ii,^,'  km" 
tiwf  mUitia,  which  had  fought  and  conquered  ^^l'^^^^ 
Twder  the  ftandards  qf  the  republican  party.  J^^/J^L- 
Thele  were  foon  followed  by  a  midtitude  of  mafttnifit. 
ipyalifts,  who  were  in  hopci  of  finding  reft  and 
peace  in  America,  or  con^rc  after  their  defeat. 
The  divtfiona  which,  had  prevailed  for  lb  Long  a 
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■  tvtiii,  ind  *ith-fti  ftiucfi  violence,  -  between  t^ 
'  t#a  parties  in'Eoropfj  fotlowed  them  beyond  the 
ieiii  This  n^a?  fufficient  to  have  renewed  in 
America,  -tht  fcenea-  of  horror  and  bloodihed 
♦hkh;  hab  f6  often  been  afted  in  England,  had 
^-•Pka  and  Venables,  the  conquerors  "of  Ja-' 
nf iiira,  given  the  command  of  the  ifland  to  the 
flitfft  prvdtnt  rt^rt  among  them,  who  happened 
Hi' be  the' oWeft  offictr.  This  was  Dildleyj  who, 
Jlthbugh  he  Wd  fabmitted  to  t!he  authority  of  a 
fbliiSuerin^  fcHow-citiicf),  had  not  yet  loff  any  of 
BJs  rttachment  td  the  Stuarts- '  Twicfe  did  Crotn- 
*tJf,  who  had  difcoVered  his  fecrec  fentiments, 
afjjSbiht  fortie  of  his  own  party  in  his  ftcad,  and 
Blidiey  whs  as  ofteri  reftored  to  his  office  by  the 
dcifti  of  his  opponents. 

I'^friE  confplracies  that' were  forming  aga1;ili 
fti|n'.Wefe  difcbvet-ed,  and  fniftfated.  He  neVer 
ft^ertT^'the  fmalleft, breach  Of  difcipline  to  go 
unpuriiJhedi  anB  always  kept  the  balance  even' 
Eetwcei)  the  f*a6tion  his  heart  tietiefted,  and  the' 
party  he  was  attached  to.  He  excifcd  indoftryj 
ind' encouraged  it  by  his  attention,  his  advice, 
and  his  example.  His  authority  was  enforced  by" 
his  difintcrcfted  behaviour.  He  lievcr  could 'be 
prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  a  faiary,'  being  cotl-' 
tent  to  live  upon  the  produce  of  his  own  planlir 
tidns'.  In  private  life,  he  was  plain  and  familiar;' 
in  office,  an  intrepid  warrior,  a  fteady  and  ftnfl' 
commander,  and.  a  wife  politician.  His  manner 
of  governing  was  altogether  military,  bccaufe  he 
tvas  obliged  to  rcClrain  or  to  regulate  an  infant 
colony,  wholly  compofcd  of  foldiers ;  and  to  prc- 
*■  veni 
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Vint  and  repulfe  any  invafion  from  the  Spa-  ■  ^^^  "^ 
hiards,  who  might  attempt  to  recover  what  they  <-'*>**—' 
had  loft. 

.  But  when  Charles  ll.  was  called  to  the  crown* 
by  the  nation  that  had  deprived  his  father  of  ir,  a 
form  of  civil  government,  was  eftablifhed  at  Ja- 
maica, modelled,  like  chofe  of  the  other  iflands> 
upon  that  of  the  mother-country.  It  was  not, 
|iowever)  till  the  year  i68a,  that  the  code  of 
laws  was  araw'n  up,  which  to  this  day  preferves 
the  colony  in  all  it's  vigour.  Three  of  thcfc 
-wife  ftatiites  merit  the  attention  of  our  political 
readers*  ' 

The  defign  of  the  firft  is  to  excite  the  citizens 
to  the  defence  of  their  country^  without  prejudice 
to  their  private  fortunes  j  which  might  Otherwifc 
divert  them  from  attending  to  it.  It  enafts,  that 
whatever  mifchief  is  done  by  the  enemy,  fhall  be 
immediately  made  good  by  the  ftatei  or  at  the 
expenc?  of  all  the  fubjefts,  if  the  money  found  in 
the  treafury  ftiould  prove  infuiticicnt. 

Another  law  concerns  the  means  of  Incrcafing 
population.  It  enads,  that  every  fhip-captain 
who  brings  a  man  into  the  colony,  who  is  unable 
to  pay  for  his  paflage,  (hall  receive  a  general 
gratuity  of  22  livrcs  lO  fols  *.  The  parti* 
cular  gratuity  is  i68  livres  15  fols  t  for  every 
perfon  brought  from  England  or  Scotland;  13^ 
livres  J  for  every  perfon  brought  from  Ireland  j 
78  livrcs  15  fois§  for  every  perfon  brought  froift 
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*  x-r  *  *^^  continent  of  America  j  and  45  livrcs  *  fot 
^ —,■■->  every  perfon  brought  from  the  other  iflands. 

The  third  law  tends  to  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture.  When  a  proprietor  of  land  is  unable 
to  pay  either  the  iniereft  or  capital  of  the  money  he 
has  borrowed,  his  plantation  is  fold  fat  a  price 
fixed  by  twelve  planters.  The  value  of  the 
plantation,  whatever  it  may  be,  frees  the  debtor 
entirely  from  any  further  obligation  j  but  if  it 
fliould  exceed  his  debt,  the  overplus  moft  be  re- 
turned to  him.  This  regulation,  though  it  may 
be  thought  partial,  yet  it  hath  the  merit  of 
abating  the  rigour  of  the  landlord's  and  mer- 
chant's law-fuics  againft  the  planter.  It  is  to  the 
advantage  of  the  foil,  and  of  mankind  in  general. 
The  creditor  is  feldom  a  fuflrrcr  by  ir,  becaufe 
he  is  upon  his  guard;  and  the  debtor  is  more 
obliged  to  be  vigilant  and  honcft,  if  he  means  to 
,  find  credit.  Confidence  then  becomes  the  bafis 
of  all  agreements;  and  confidence  is  only  to  bfc 
gained  by  the  practice  of  virtue. 

Time  hath  produced  other  regulations.  It 
was  perceived  that  the  Jews,  fettled  in  great  num^ 
bers  in  Jamaica,  made  a  jeft  of  deceiving  the 
tribunals  of  jultice.  A  magiftraie  imagined  that 
this  evl!  might  arife  from  the  circumftancc  of  the 
tible,  which  was  prefented  to  them,  being  m 
Englilh.  It  was  determined  that  they  ftiould  take 
their  oath  in  future  upon  the  Hebrew  text;  and 
after  this  precaution,  perjuries  became  infinitely 
lefs  frequent. 

Til.  171.  6d. 
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tu  1761  it  was  decided,  that  every  mdn  who  ^  °  ^  * 
Was  not  a  white  manj  could  not  inherit  more  thaa  '— .r--i 
13,629  Hvrcs  3  fols  4  denicTS  *.  This  ftatute  was 
dilplcadng  to  fevcral  members  of  the  AfJtrii&ly, 
tfho  were  inocnfed  at  the  circiimftance  of  de- 
priving afFeftionate  fathers  of  the  fatisfaflibn  o^ 
leaving  i  fortune,  purchafed  by  long  labours,'  to 
their  beloved  poftcrity,  becaufc  they  were  not  of  ' 
(he  fame  colour,  Difjmtcs  arofc,  and  the  parlia- 
ment of  England  took  part  In  chem.  C)ne  of  the 
moft  celebrated  orators  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
tnons  dtclared  openly  againft'  the  Negroes.  His 
opiflion  was,  that  they  were  a  fet  of  vile  beings, 
of  a  fpecies  different  from  cur's.  The  teftimony 
ef  Monttfquicu,  was  the  ftrongeft  of  his'argu- 
tnfftits,  and  he  read  with  confidence  the  ironical 
chapter  of  laws  upon  flavery.  None'  of  his 
hearers  firfpe6ted  the  real  views  of  (o  judicious  3 
writtf}  and  his  authority  influenced  the  whole  . 
Britilh  fenate. 
The  whole  Britifh  fenate!  The  whole  le-- 
'  gidative  body,  affembled  to  difcufs  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  nation,  and  to  determine  gravely 
Upon  a  motion,  which,  from  it's  injuftice  and  uri- 
reafonablenefs,  defervcd  only  to  be  rejeifted  with 
contempt !  And  wherefore  (hould  it  not  have  been 
determined,  that  the  Blacks  (hould  be  entirely 
dififtherited  ?  If  their  colour  gave  a  fanftion  to 
deprive  them  of  a  portion  of  thtJir  fathers*  for- 
tunes, why  not  eqoafly  to  deprive  them  of  the 
■whole  ?  Opinions  fo  palpably  abfurd,  (hould  have 
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*  xiv  ^  ^^^  combated  by  ridicule,  and  n«  by  argu- 
S— V*--'  merits :  and  if  cven>  contrary  Co  all  probabili^> 
this  had  been  the  fencimenc  of  Monceliiiuieu,  of 
what  avail  would  his  authority  have  been  ?  The 
£nglilh  fhoutd  at  leafl:  have  made  chemfelves  cer- 
tain of  the  true  meaningof  the  author. 

The  Bill  was  going  to  be  extended  to  the  In- 
dian5>  when  one  man^  lefs  blinded  than  the  reft, 
obferved,  that  it  would  be  a  horrible  piece  of 
injuftice  to  confound  the  antient  proprietors  of 
the  ifland  with  the  Africans ;  and  that,  moreover, 
there  were  not  above  five  or  fix  families  of  the 
former  remaining. 

The  colony  had  already  acquired  fome  degree 
of  fame  before  thcfc  laws  had  been  made.  Some 
adventurers,  as  well  from  hatred  and  national  . 
jealoufy,  as  from  a  rcftlefs  difpofition  and  want  of 
fortune,  attacked  the  Spanlfli  fiiips.  Thefe  pirates 
were  feconded  by  Cromwell's  foldiers,  who,  re- 
taining nothing  after  his  death,  except  that  public 
averfion  which  their  former  fucccfies  had  draw'n 
upon  them,  went  into  America  in  queft  of  pro- 
motion, which  they  could  never  cxpeft  in  Eurape, 
Thefe  were  joined  by  a  multitude  of  Englifbmen 
of  both  parties,  accuftomed  to  blood  by  the  civil 
wars  which  had  ruined  them.  Thefe  men,  eager 
for  rapine  and  carnage,  plundered  the  Teas,  and 
ravaged  the  coafls  of  America,  Jamaica  was  the 
place  where  the  fpoils  of  Mexico  and  Peru  were 
always  brought  by  the  Englifh,  and  frequently 
by  foreigners.  They  found  in  this  iQand  more 
eafe,  a  better  reception,  proteftion,  and  freedom, 
than  any  where  plfc,  whether  for  landing,  or  for 
Ipending, 
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rpending,  as  they  chofe,  the  Tpoila  arifing  from  "  J^^  * 
their  plunder.  Here  extravagance  and  debauchery.  t_-i-v— ' 
loon  plunged  them  again  into  indigence.'  This 
only  incitement  to  their  fanguinary  induftry,  made 
them  haften  to  commit  frefh  depredations.  Thus 
the  cdony  reaped  the  benefit  of  their  perpetual 
vicifTitudes  of  fortune,  and  enriched  itfelf  by  the 
vices  which  were  both  the  fourcc  and  the  ruin  of 
rfieir  wealth. 

"When  this  deftruftive  race  became  extinft,  by 
reafon  of  the  frequencyof  the  murders  they  com- 
mitted, the  funds  they  had  left  behind,  and  which,  ', 
indeed,  had  been  taken  from  ufurpers  ftill  more 
unjuft  and  cruel- than  ihemfelves,  proved  a  frelh' 
fource  of  opulence,  by  facilitating  the  means  of 
opening  a  clandeltine  trade  with  the  Spanifli  fettle- 
ments.  This  vein  of  riches,  which  had  been 
opened  about  the  year  1672,  gradually  increafcd, 
and  with  great  rapidity,  towards  the  end  of  the 
century.  Some  Portugueze,  with  a  capital  of 
riiree  millions  *,  of  which  the  fovereign  had  ad- 
-  vanced  two-thirds,  engaged^  in  1696,  to  fiirnilh 
thefubje€ts  of  the  court  of  Madrid  with  five 
thoufand  Blacks,  Mch  of  the  five  yfiars  that  their 
treaty  waa  to  iaft,  This  Company  drew  a  great 
many  of  thofc  flaves  from  Jamaica.  From  that 
rime  the  colonifts  had  conftant  connexions  wich 
Mexico  and  Peru,  either  by  means  of  the  Portu- 
gueze agents,  or  by  the  captains  of  their  own 
ftiips  employed  in  this  trade.  But  this  intercourfa 
jvas  fomewhac  Qackcned  by  the  war,  which  brokq 
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(rat  oti -qccount  of  the  fuccclHon  to  tbe  throne  of 
?pain. 

At  the  peace,  the  Afliento  treaty  farmed  the 
people  of  Jamaica.  They  were  afraid  that  the 
South-Sea  Company,  which  was  appointed  to 
furnifli  the  Spanilh  colonies  with  Negrqesj  Would 
entirely  exclude  them  from  all  accefs  to  the  gold 
minei.  All  the  e6brts  they  made  to  break  this 
regulation,  could  not  produce  any  alteratipn  in 
the  meafnres  of  the  Englifti  rpiniftrj.  They  wiftly 
forefaw  that  the  aiAirity  of  the  Afii^Dtilts  would 
prove  a  frefh  motive  qf  emulation  for  increafing 
the  contraband  trade  fortnerly  carried  on;  and 
thefe  views  were  found  to  be  juft. 

The  illicit  trade  of  Jamaica  was  carried  on  in 
a  very  fimplc  manner.  An  Englifh  veffel  pre- 
tended to  be  in  want  of  water,  wood,  or  provi-r 
lions,  thqt  h^t  nialt  was  broken,  or  that  Ihe  bad 
fprong  a  Itakj  which  could  not  be  difcover^d  or 
flopped  without  unloading.  The  governor  per- 
mitted the  Ihip  to  come  into  the  harbour  tQ 
refit.  Bur, '  for  form  fake,  and  to  exculpate 
himfelf  to  his  court,  bp  ordereda  feal  to  be  affixed 
to  the  door  of  the  warehoufe  where  the  goods 
were  depofitedj  while  another  door  was  left  un- 
fealed,  through  which  the  merchandize  that  wa^ 
exchanged  in  this  trade  was  carried  in  ajidout  by 
Aealih.  When  the  whole  tranfa^ion  was  endedj 
'  the  ftrangcr,  who  was  always  in  want  of  money, 
requefted  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  fell  as 
much  as  would  pay  his  charges  i  and  it  would 
have  been  too  cruel  to  refufe  this  permifTion.  It 
was  necelTary  that  the  governor,  «r  his  agents, 
might 
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might  fafcly  dirpofe  in  public  Qf  what  th?y  bsiii  •  ^[^  i^ 
previouHy  bought  in  Tecrcc }   as  it  wpuld  slway$   l^.^.^^ 
be  taken  for  grinced,  that  what  they  fold  cogld  be 
no  other  than  the  goods  that  were  allowed  to  be 
bought.     In  this  manoer  were  th«  greatcQ  cargoes 
difpofed  of. 

Tk£  court  of  Madrid  thought  to  pu£  a.  ftop  tp 
thefe  pra^ices,  by  prohibiting  the  admiOionof  all 
foreign  Ibips  into  the  SpaniAi  harbours,  on  u^ 
pretence  whatever,  ^ut  the  people  of  Jamaica 
calling  in  fwce  to  the  affifta/ice  of  artifice,  fup- 
ported  themfclv^fl  in  this  trade  under  the  protcc- 
tionof  ilic  Eoigliffi  men  of  war,  by  allowing  them 
£ve  per  cent,  upon  every  article,  to  the  fraudulent 
imrodudtion  of  which  ihey  gave  a  fan^ion. 

To  this  open  violation  of  public  order,  iuc- 
cceded  a  more  private  and  Icfs  alarming  one.  The 
ihipfi  difpatched  from  Jamaica  repaired  to  thofe 
ports  of  the  Spanilh  coaft  which  were  leaft  fre- 
quented} efpeciajly  t«  thai  of  Brew,  6ve  mites 
from  Carthagenaj  and  co  that  pf  Grout,  fbtir 
miles  from  Forto-Bellp.  A  man  who  fpokc  the 
laiiguage  of  the  country  was  iipmediately  put 
aOione,  to  give  notice  in  the  adjacent  country  of 
the  arrival  of  the  ihipa.  The  intelligence  was 
propagated  with  aijiazing  fpeed  to  the  moft  di- 
Aant  parts  i  tiie  inerchants  haftened  to  the  place, 
aod  the  trade  began  j  buc  with  fuch  precautions 
as  experience  had  taught  them.  The  fijip's 
company  was  divided  into  three  parties.  While 
toe  &r(k  was  entcrtaiaiog  the  purchafers,  and 
treating  them  with  great  civilities,  at  the  fame 
time  keeping  a  watchful  eye  to  prevent  them 
y  4  from 
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*  Sjv  ^  from  excFcifing  their  inclination  and  dexterity  in 
*»'  <v  r"*  ftcalingj  the  fecond  was  employed  in  receiving 
the  vantlla,  indigo,  cochineal,  gold  and  filvcr  of 
the  Spaniards,  iti  exchange  for  (laves,  qutckfilver, 
lilks,  and  other  commodities.  The  third  divifioii 
was,  in  the  mean  while,  under  arms  upon  deck, 
to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  fliip  j  atid  to  take 
care  not  to  admit  at  once  a  greater  number  of 
men  than  could  be  kept  in  ord£r. 

When  the  tratifaftions  were  finiftied,  the  Eng- 
Ijlhman  returned  with  his  ftock,  which  he  had 
commonly  doubled}  and  the  Spaniard  with  his 
purchafc,  of  which  he  hopwd  to  make  as  great  a 
J>rofit,  or  greater.  To  prevent  a  difcovery,  he 
avoided  the  high-roads,  and  went  through  by- 
ways, with  the  Negroes  he  had  bought,  who  were 
loaded  with  the  merchandize,  whjch  was  divided 
into  parcels  of  a  convenient  form  and  weight  for 
carriage. 

This  manner  of  trading  had  been  carried  on 
fuccefsfully  for  a  long  tinie,  to  the  great  emolu- 
ment of  the  colonies  of  both  nations}  when,  as 
Spain  intended,  it  was  greatly  obftrufted  by  fub- 
fticuting  regifter-fhips  to  the  galleons.  It  has 
gradually  diminilfaed,  and  of  late  years  was  re- 
duced to  a  very  low  ebb.  The  Britifli  miniflry, 
■wifhing  ro  revive  it,  judged,  in  1766,  that  the 
bell  expedient  to  repair  the  lolTcs  of  Jamaica,  wa$ 
to  make  it  a  free  port. 

lMMEDiATE;,y   the  Spanilh  Ihips  in   America 

flocked  thicher  from  all  parts,  to  exchange  their 

gold  and  filver,  and  their  commodities,  for  the 

manufafturcB  of  Eogland.      This  eagernefs  was 

attended 
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jlittendcd  with  this  convenience,  that  the  profit,  Boot 
pf  which  it  was  the  fource,  was  acquired  without  •  ,'  f 
rifque,  and  could  not  occiifion  any  difputcs  :  but 
it  was  to  be  cxpefted,  that  the  court  of  Madrid 
would  foon  put  a  flop  to  an  intercourfe  fo  pre- 
judicial to  their  intercfts.  This  was  the  opinion 
of  Great  Britain  j  and  in  order  to  preferve  the 
riches  of  the  neighbouring  continent,  they  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  colony  upon  the  Mofquito 
foafts. 

Whatever  may  one  day,  be  the  fate  of  this  GoHn«t 
new  fettlcment,  it  is  certain  that  the  attention  of  ' 
Jamaica  was  for  too  long  a  time,  and  too  much 
engaged  in  a  fmuggling  trade,  while  it's  cul- 
tures were  too  much  neglefted.  The  firfl:  of 
thefe  which  the  Englilh  devoted  themfelves  to, 
was  that  of  cocoa,  which  they  found  eftablifhed 
by  the  Spaniards.  It  profpered  as  long  as  thofe 
plantations  lafted;  which  had  been  cultivated  by' 
a  people  who  made  this  their  principal  food, 
and  their  only  traffic.  The  trees  grew  old,  and 
it  became  ncceffary  to  renew  them  5  but,  either 
for  want  of  care,  or  of  Ikili,  ihey  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.    Indigo  y/as  fubftituted  to  them. 

This  produfllion  was  increafing  confidcrably, 
when  the  parliament  laid  a  duty  upon  it  which  it 
.  was  not  able  to  bear,  and  which  occafioned  the 
fall  of  this  culture  in  Jamaica,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  Englifli  jQands.  This  imprudent  tax  hath 
been  finge  fuppreOed,  and  even  the  cncourage- 
metit  of  gratifications  hath  been  fubflicuted  to  it  j 
but  this  tardy  generofity  hath  only  occafioiied 
abufcs.  Jn  order  to  obtain  thebounty,  the  Ja- 
maica 


jbvCiOOglC 


330  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

■  Siv.  ^  t^aica  people  contracted  the  babU  of  procuring 
^— V  ■'■■'  this  valuable  dye  from  Si.  Domingo,  and  of,  in'> 
troducing  it  into  Great  Britain  as  the  grow-th  of 
their  owQ  plantations. 

Tji£  expence  the  government  is  at  on  this  ac- 
count, cannot  be  looked  upon  entirely  as  a  lofs, 
fjnce  it  is  of  ufe  to  the  nation.  But  it  keeps  up 
that  jniAruItj  and  we  may  fajr,  that  pr<^niity  to 
fraudi  which  the  fpirit  of  finaacc  has  given  rile 
to  in  all  our  modern  forms  of  IcgiQation,  betw«cp 
the  ftate  and  the  citizens.  Ever  fince  the  magif- 
trate  has  been  iDceflantly  contriving'  means  to 
appropriate  to  himfclf  the  money  of  the  pcopk* 
thefe  have  been  (ludylng  artifices  to  elude  the 
avidityof  the  magilbratcs.  When  there  has  been 
on  one  fide  no  moderation  in  the  expences>  no 
limit  to  taxatiojis,  no  equity  in  the  repartition* 
no  lenity  in  the  recovery,  there  have  been  no 
longer  any  fcruples  about  the  violation  of  pecu- 
niary laws  on  the  other,  nor  any  honefiy  iu  the 
payment  of  the  duties,  nor  probity  in  the  en- 
gagements  of  the  fubje£t  with  the  prince.  Op- 
prefHon  hath  prevailed  on  one  hand,  and  plunder 
on  the  other;  the  finance  hath  extorted  from 
commerce,  and  commerce  hath  eluded  or  de- 
frauded the  finance.  The  treafury  hath  pijiaged 
the  planters,  and  the  planters  have  impofed  upon 
the  treafury  by  falfe  entries.  Such  are  the  man- 
ners of  both  hemifpheres. 

In  the  New  one  there  ftill  exifted  a  few  planta- 
tions of  indigo  at  Jamaica,  when  the  culture  of 
cotton  began  to  be  attended  to.     This  produc- 
tion had  a  rapid  fuccefsj  which  continued,  be-' 
caufc 
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cftOfe  ic  was  'adyantageouH^iaod  without  delay  ^Z>v  ^ 
diJpo&d  «f  in  England,  where  it  was  maDufac-  r 

pircd  with  a  degree  of  dexterity  which  hath  been 
rather  imitated  than  equalled  by  the  rival  na- 
tions. 

Gi'N'PEit  hath  been  le£s  ufeful  to  the  colony. 
Xht:  favages  who  were  found  by  the  Europeans 
In  the  A-merican  illands,  mofl:  generally  made  ufe 
of  itf  but  their  confumpuon  in  this,  as  In  every 
other  article,  was  fo  fmall,  that  nature  a0brded 
.them  a'  fufficient  quantity  without  the  alTiftance 
of  cultivation.  The  ufurpcrs  grew  palfionately 
fond  of  this  fpicej  they  ate  it  in  the  moroingto 
fliarpen  their  appetite  j  they  Jervcd  it  up  at  table 
prefcrved  in  fevcra!  dilFerent  ways;  they  ufed  it 
after  meals  to  facilitate  digeftion,  and  at  fea  as  an 
antidote  againft  the  fcurvy.  The  Old  World 
adopted  the  tafte  of  the  New,  and  this  lafted  till 
the  price  of  pepper,  which  bad  for  a  long  while 
been  cxtrcnwJy  high,  was  reduced.  Gittger  then 
fell  into  a  kind  of  contempt,  and  it's  culture 
was  dropped  almoft  every  where  earcep't  at  Ja- 
maica, 

This  illand  produces  and  fells  another  (pice,  im- 
properly called  Jamaica  pepper.  The  tree  which 
bears  it  is  s  kind  of  myrtle,  which  commonly  grows 
upon  the  mountains,  and  rifes  to  the  height  of 
more  than  thirty  feet.  It  is  very  itraight,  mo- 
derately ttiick,  and  covered  with  a  grcyi'fti, 
fmooth,  and  fliining  bark.  It's  leaves,  which 
have  a  pleafant  fmell,  refemblc  in  form  and  dif- 
poGtion  thofe  of  the  laurel,  and  the  branches  are 
terminated  t^  clulters  of  Sowers  entirely  jimilar 
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■  xi^".  "  *o  thofe  of  the  common  mjrrtle.  The  fruit  bf 
V^V-*  Which  they  are  fucccedcd  ts  a  fmall  berry,  fome- 
what  larger  than  that  of  the  juniper.  Thefe  ber> 
lies  are  gathered  greeo  and  fpread  in  the  fun  to 
dry.  They  turn  brown  and  acquire  a  fpicy  fraeU,- 
vhich  in  £ngland  hath  giren  the  name  ofaS-fpice 
Co  this  pimento.  It  is  very  ufefiH  to  ibengthen 
cold  ftomachs;  but  what  is  this  advantage  com- 
pared with  all  thofe  that  are  obtained  from  fu- 
jgar? 

The  art  of  managing  this  culture  was  unknow'n 
In  Jamaica  till  the  year  1668.  It  was  brought 
thither  by'fome  inhabitants  of  Barbadocs.  One 
of  ihem  was  poflefled  of  every  requifitc  for  that 
kind  of  produce  that  depends  on  man.  His  nanis 
>  was  Thomas  Modiford.     His  capital,  together 

with  his  fkill  and  activity,  enabled  him  to  clear 
an  immenfe  traA^f  land,  and  raifed  him  in  time 
to  the  government  of  the  colony;  yet  neither 
could  the  view  of  his  fortune,  nor  his  urgent  fo- 
licitations  prevail  upon  men,  who  were  moft  of 
them  accuftomcd  to  the  idlenefs  of  a  military  life, 
tp  apply  to  the  labours  of  cuUivati.on.  Twelvi 
hundred  unfortunate  men,  who  arrived  in  1760 
from  Surinam,  which  had  juft  been  ceded  to  the 
Dutch,  proved  more  tractable,  Neceffity  infpir- 
cd  them  with  rcfolution,  and  their  example  ckt 
cited  emulation,  which  wis  kept  up  by  the  quan- 
tity of  money  conftantly  poufed'  into  the  ifla'nd 
by  the  Free-booters.  Great  part  of  it  was  etrir 
ployed  in  erefting  buildings,  purchafing  flayes, 
implements  of  hufbandry,  and  furniture  necei^ 
fary  for  the  riling  plantations.  In  prpceli  of 
time, 
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Mtne,  Jamaica  exported  great  quantities  of  fugarj  '  ^^  '^ 
of  an  iafcrior-  kiod,  indeed>  to  that  wtiiph  was  ■ — ^ — ' 
piadc-iamoft  of  the  other  cok)t)ies>  but.tl^e  rum 
of  irhich  was  exceedingly  fuperior.  . 

.  Xhz  coffee-tree  profpered  in  the  Dutcb.-aod 
FrendLfettlemcnts  in  the  New  Worlds  before  the 
Englilh  thought  of  appropiating  it  to  cbemfdves } 
'  ud  indeed  Jamaica  was  the  only  Britifh  ifiand 
which  thought  proper  to  adopt  it,  but' ic  never 
Carried  the  cultivation  of  it  as.  far  as  the,  rival 
nations. 

>  It  was  a  generally  received  opinion  in  1756, 
that  Jamaica  had  attained  the  greateft  degree 
of  profpcrity  of  which  it  was  fufcepubic.  An 
jQand,  inhabited  during  a  whole  century  by  an 
a3:ive  and  enlightened  people,  into  which  the 
riches  of.Mexico  and  Peru  had  been  conveyed  i  '  ' 
without  interruption,  by  piracy,  and  by  a.fxaa- 
dulenc  commerce,  and  in  which  no  circumstance 
ncceffary  for  cultivation  had  ever  been  waiting: 
an  iOand,  to  which  navigators  muft  have- been 
conftantly  attf-afted,  by  the  fafety  of  the  ccmfts, 
and  by  the  excellence  of  the  harbours ;  and  the 
,produ£ttons  of  which  had  always  been  in  greai: 
requell  throughout  all  Europe :  fuch  a  fetclemenc 
■muft  have  appeared,  even  to  the  moft  thinking 
-perfons,  to  have. made  all  the  progrefs  of  which 
nature  had  rendered- it  fulcepcible. 

This  illufion,  fo  reafonably  adopted,  was  dif- 
fipated  by  a  war,  which  will  for  ever  render  this 
period  memorable.  A  calamity,  which  fome- 
times  overturns  ftates,  and  always  exhaufts  them, 
became  a  fourcc  of  wealth  to  Jamaica,  The 
_   -  -  Englilh 
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■  XIV  *  EngUfh  mercKwrts,  enriched  wUh  the  ()x»ls  €>f  art 
t-i^yi^  enemy,  conquered  »nd  fugitive  on  all  fldes,  found 
tbemfeWes  enab}ed  to  advance  con&dcpabte  fums, 
and  to  granc  a  long  credit  to  the  ptmcers.  The 
coilonifts  themfelves,  animated  by  the  dUcou- 
ragetnent  of  the  French  calanift&^^TrhoTe  bbours 
had  'till  that  lime  been  To  fortonne,  eagerijr 
availed  themfelves  of  the  mcanswhioh  were  pol 
in  their  hands  by  thefe  unexpe<9:fd  events.  Peace 
did  noc  check  the  im{)ulfe  they  had  received. 
This  rapid  increafc  of  adivity  hath  continued, 
and  the  prodoAions  of  the  colony  are  nearly  one 
third  more  conlidorable  than  they  were  thirty 
years  ago. 
^e&nt«.te      Xhb  wholc  jftand  may  Contain  about  three 

OfjMDUU,  ^  ' 

(onAdtred     mHIions  eight  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  land, 
po[at  of       of  which,  according  to  the  informationof  ajudi> 
"^*         cioas  and  fludiaus  map,  who  hath  for  a  long  cinie 
governed  the  colony,  one  million  fevefi  hundred 
twenty-eight  thoufend  four  hundrtd  and  thirty- 
one  acres   are  taken  up   by  mountaios,    roctcf, 
Jakes,  moraOes,  riverE-,  atid  other  places,  which 
"   are  unavoidably  loft  to  the  purpoies  of  every  ufe- 
ful  labour.  Government  hach  fuccefliveiy  granted 
one  million  Qx  hundred  and  feventy-one  thoti-- 
fand  five  hundred  and  (ixty-nine  acres,  which  are 
cleared,  or  capable  of  being  fo.     There  ftill  re^ 
main  four  hundred  thoufand  lo  be  difpofed  of, 
which  want  nothing  but  men  and  means  to  cukl^ 
vale  them. 

In  1658  Jamaica  reckoned  four  thoufand  five 

hundred  white  perfons,    and   fourteen    hundred 

flaVcsj    in   1670,    feven  thoufand  five  hundred 

white 
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tAAtcmen,  and  eight  thoufand  flaves ;  in  17341  ' 
fcyeo  thoofand  fix  hundred  and:  fertyrfour  while  '' 
mcn>  and  crighty'riz.  thoufand  five  tiendrcd  and 
forty*fix  Oaves ;  in  1746,  tea  thonland  white 
tmp,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  four 
hvHidred  and  twenty-eight  flavcs  ;  in  tj68t  feven* 
EMiv  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forcy'feven  white) 
men,  and  on*:;  hundred  aod  fixcy-fix  thoufand 
nine  hundred-  and  fourteen  itarcs  j  in  1775* 
eighteen  thoufand  five  hundred  white  pcrfons, 
tbree  thoufand  feven  hundred  blacks,  or  free  Mu> 
latioesj  aod  one  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  nioe 
hundred  and  fourteen  flavcs.  One  hundred  and! 
ten'  thoufand  of  thcfe  unfortunaK  people  ara 
placed  on  Qx  hOndred  and  fourfcore  '^gar  pianca- 
tiom  i  the  remainder  is  employed  tfl  lefs  valuable 
culctiref,  carried  oa  in  fourteen  twndred  afid 
CiKty  hatMtations,  in  navigation,  io  domeftic  i»r- 
vicei,  and  in  other  labpurs  of  primary  ncceAity. . 
The  public  expencea  of  the  colonjr  amount  an- 
nually to  817,750  livres*.  Thefe  cspences  aj? 
fupplied  by  duties  upon  houfes,  up«i  the  fevcfal 
productions  of  the  foil,  upon  foreign  liquors,  and 
bf  a  poll-tax  upon  the  Negroes^  which,  in  cxira-t 
ordinary  cafes,  is  doubled.  The  perfons  ap- 
pointed, in  the  nineteen  parilhes,  to  levy  thcfc 
taxes,  which  are  decreed  by  the  general  aJTembly^ 
have  obtained  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  as  a  xcy 
w^rd  for  their  trouble  i  and  the  receivercgeiier^ 
retains  five  per  cent,  for  himfclf. 

•3^,073!.  8».  +d. 
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The  fpecie  whioh  is  commbnly  circulated  ini 
the  ifland  doth  not  exceed  954,041  livres*.  Thitf 
is  more  than  fufficient,  dace  U  is  only  ufed  in  the 
more  miniite  details  of  trade.  The  flards  brought 
from  Africa^  the  merchandifc  fcnt  from  Europe^ 
all  things  which  are  df  great  value,-  are  paid  by 
bills  of  exchange  payable  in  London,  or  in  fonoe 
other  Britifli  port^  vfrherc  the  colonifts  fend  their 
commodities  on  their  own  Account. 

The  profit  arifing  from  thefe  produftidns  isr 
not  deftined  entirely  for  the  inccffant  wants  of 
Jamaica.  A  great  part  of  it  is  intended  for  the 
difcharge  of  the  debts,  which  an  immoderate 
luxury,  epd  accumulated  misfortunes^  have  ob- 
liged the  inhabitants  fucceflively  to  contract. 
Thefe  etigagementSi  as  far-  as  we  can  judge  of 
them,  amount  to  two-thirds  faf  the  apparent 
riches  of  the  colony.  The  greateft  number  of 
the  creditors  are  fetded  in  England ;  the  others 
are  merchants  temporarily  fettled  in  the  ifland, 
among  whom  are  reckoned  a  great  many  Jews- 
May  thefe  people,  who  were  flaves  at  firft,  after- 
wards conquerors,  and  then  difgraced  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  centuries,  one  day  attain  the  legal  pof- 
feffion  of  Jamaica,  or  of  fume  other  rich  ifland 
in  the  New  World  !  May  they  coUeci;  all  their 
children  there,  and  bring  them  up  in  peace  to 
culture  and  commerce,  Iheltered  from  that  fa- 
naticifm  which  rendered  them  -odious  to  the 
world,  and  from  that  perfcGUtion  which  hath 
puniflied    their   errors   with   too  much  rigour  I 

•  39.75''-  '4*-  2d- 
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May  the  Jews  live  free,  uiimoicfted;  and  happy>  * 
in  fome.cpm^r  of  the  world  j  rtncci  by  the  ties  <■ 
of  hymanityi  they  are  otir  brethren*  and  oar  fa- 
thers in  the  tenets  of  religioo. 

Ths.  cobnyi  at  ptelent}  fends  anttuiilly  to  the 
mother- country  eight  hundred  thoufand  quintals 
of  fuglu-j  which,  at  tht  rate  of  40  livres  *  the 
qtiintali  produce  32,000,000  livres  ■(■  1  four  mil* 
lion  gallohs  of  rum,  which,  at  .the  rate  of  i  livrc 
10  foU^  the  gallon,  prcKJuc.e  6,000,000  livres  H  j 
three;  hundred,  thottfand  gallons-  x>f  molalTes, 
wbichi  at  the  rate  of  le  fols  §  the  gallon,  pro- 
duce 150,000  livres  fi  liK  thoufand  quintals  of 
cptton»  whichj  at  the  rate  of  ijo  livres  *•  the 
quintal,  produce  9p©»CJOo- livres  fl' ?.  fi^  thou- 
fand quintals  of  pimento,  which,  a£. the.  rate  of 
41  livres  Jt  the  quintal,  produce  452,000 livresllU 
eighteen  thoufand  quintals  of  cOfFee,  which,  ac 
the  rate  of  50  livres  §§  the  quintal,,,  produce 
900,000  livres  %^i  three  thoufand  quintals  of 
ginger,  which,  at  the  rate  of  70.  livjcs  ■••  the 
quintal,  produce  siOj.000  Uvfcs  ftf  i  and  to  the 
amount  of  400,000  livres  XXX  '"  *ood  for  inlay- 
ing. All  thefc  fums  united,  make  the  produce  of 
Jamaica  amount  to  40,812,000  livres  UUU. 
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■  ®,o'  <=       Th*  veffcU  deftined  for  their  cxpot-tatioti  arc 
C— v-^>iJ  rtry  nunKroiM>  but  ere  only  of  the  burthen  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  oir  two  hundred  tone. 

A  SMALL  number  of  thekVeSeh  take  op  theit- 
cargoes  at  the  hu-bour  of  Mctt-ani  Point,  which 
might  be  con(idered  as  a'  good  hju-bow^  were  ic 
more  eafy  of  acccfs.  This  road,^tu^t£<d,iti  tht 
fouthcrn  part  of  the  ifland,  is  only  deftnded  by 
an  ilt-confltu^d  battery^  impro^&ly-  f^tred. 
Twelve  men,  commanded  by.  a  ferjeant,  are  con- 
tinually on--guard  there.  Not  fail  off  is  a  bay  of 
the  facne  name,  more  conrenient,  and  more  fre- 
quented by  navigators.  .      ' 

The  iioaft-aflfbrds  no  other  anchoragcy  unlels 
for  very  fmall  boats,  'till  the  fhips  arrive  at  Port 
Royal,  where'  half  of  tihe  produfiions  of  the  co- 
lony deftihed  for  Europe  are  fcmbafkcd. 

At  a  greater  diftance  h  the  old  harbour,  which 
is  commonly  well  frequented.  The  nefghbour- 
ing  planters  have  often  refolred  to  conftruft  fonnc 
Works  therci'  to  proteft  the  veflels  which  may 
take  in  their  cargoes  at  this  place,  againft  fmall 
privateers.  This  cxpenfivr  projcft  appears  to  be 
entirely  laid  afide.'  It  hath  been'  at  length  under- 
ftood  that  the  diMcuIty  of  entrance  would  always 
be  the  beft  defence. 

The  bay  of  the  Black  River  would  require  a 
good  battery.'  It  might  be  created  without 
much  expence,  and.  would  infure  the  fafctyofa 
great  number  .of  fmall  /hips  that  frequent  it. 

Savanna  la -Mar  hath  never  much  water, 

and  it's  entrance  is  every  where  embarrsfied  with 

flioals  and  funkcn  roCks.    It  is  the  worft  har- 

6  bour 
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faour  of  the  colony  j  and  yet  it  is  beeome  the  *  xiv.  * 
ftaple  of  a  confidcrable  trade,  fince  the  heigh-  '-^v-^ 
bouring  territory  hath  been  cleared.    Fornnerlyi 
it's    inhabitants   were   defirous    of  furroundtng     > 
themfelves  with  fortifications.    Thcfc  works  were 
forTaken,  after  more  than  one  thoufand  crowns  * 
had  been  ekpcnded  upon  them.  Nothing  remains 
of  thefe  labours  but  a  heap  of  ruins^ 

The  ifland  hath  upon  it's  weftern  coaft>  which 
is' very  narrow,  only  one  harbour,  and  that  is 
Port  Opange,  where  fcrcn  or  eight  vf  flels  take  in 
their  cargoes  annually. 

.  The  firft  harbour  to  the  North,  is  that  of  Stt 
Lucia.  It  is  fpacious  and  fafe,  and  defended  by  a 
4brt,  capable  of  making  fome  refiftance,  if  it'weni 
repaired,  and  if  the  artillery  were  put  into  a  ftatti 
fit  for  fervice.  A  fmall  garrilbn'  is  always  kept 
there. 

Eight  or  nine  leagues  furdier,  is  tfw  cxcellenC 
bay  of  Montego.  The  fifth  part  of  Ac  produc- 
tions of  the  colony  is  embarked  in  the  finall  town 
of  Barnet-town,  defended  by  a  battery  of  tea 
guns.  -    !    -  . 

The  entfanct  of  Port  St,  Ann  is  rendered  dif* 
ficult  by  ftioals.  It  fcarcc  receives  annually  fif* 
teen  or  fixtecn  vefftls. 

Port  Antonio  is  one  of  the  fafeft  harfebijCs, 
but  not  one  of  the  moft  frequented,  of  the  ifland. 
it's  fort  is  guarded  by  a  detachment,  commanded 
by  an  officer. 

.   •  i«,soo,l. 
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*  XIV  ^  "^"^  eaftern  coaft  hath  no  other  harbour  than 
^— v*— '  the  Manchinecl.  It's  anchorage  is  good,  but  in 
the  neighbouring  latitudes  the  fea  is  always  vio- 
lently agitated  by  the  eafterly  winds.  This  is  the 
fpot  mott  expofed  to  invafions,  and  the  battery  of 
ten  guns,  which  hath  been  conftruAed  there> 
would  not  Ihelter  it  from  danger,  if  it's  riches 
were  more  confiderabk.  .The  whole  defence  of 
the  colony  is  properly  ^xed  at  Fort  Royal. 
M"^  The  Engliih  had  no  fooner  made  themfclv'es 

KticibMh  mafters  of  Jamaica,  than  they  attended  to  the 
h^ifh^m  rendering  of  this  conqucft.ufeful,  and  to  thti  fe- 
-  '■"^'"'-  curing  of  the  poffefflon  of  it.  The  cultures  un- 
dertaken by  the  Spaniards,  and  the.  advantages 
of  a  fafc,  ■  immenfe,  and .  convenient  harbour, 
prudently  inclined  them  to  Bx  their  views  upon 
port  Royal.  The. town  they  built  there,  though 
placed  in  the  midft  of  fands,  upon  a  very  narrow 
neck  of  land,  though  deprived  by  nature  of  water 
fit  for  drinking,  and  of  all  the  other  fapports  of 
life,  became  a  famous  city  in  lefs  than  thirtjr 
years. 

This  fplendour  was  owen  to  a  conflan.t  and 
quidc  circulation  of  trade,  formed  by  the  com- 
modities of  the  iOand,  the  captures  of.  the  free- 
booters, and  the  trade  opened  wich  the  neigh- 
bouring continent.  There  have  been  few  (taples 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  jwherc  the  tiiirft  of 
wealth  and  pleafure  had  united  more  opulence 
and  more  corruption. 

One  moment  deftroyed,  on  the  27th  of  June 
1692,  this  beautiful  appearance.    The  iky,  which 
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was  clear  and  ferene,  grew  obfcuied  and  red  *'2iv  * 
throughaut  the  whole  extent  of  Jamaica.  Arum-  '-— v— ^' 
bling  noifc  was  hear'd  under  'ground,  fpreading 
from  the  mouhrains  to  the  plain  ;  the  rocks  were 
iplitf  hills  came  clofc  together  j  infcfliqus  lakes 
appeared  on  the  fpots  where  whole  mountains 
Had  been  fwalJowcd  up;  immenfe  forefts  were  re- 
moved fcveral  miles  from  the  place  where  they 
flood;  the  edi'fices  difapp?arcd,  being  either  funk 
into  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  or  ■  overturned. 
Thirteen  thoufand  lives  were  loft  by  this  dreadful 
earthquake,  and  three  thoufand  by  a. contagious 
diftecnper  [hat  broke  ouc  foon  after.  .  It  is  faid, 
that  fince  this  catallrophe,  the  climate  is  not  fo 
fine,  the  air  riot  fo  pure,  nor  the  foil  fo  fruitful, 
as  it  was  before.  This  terrible  phoenonfienoti 
ihould  have  taught  the  Europeans  not  to  trull  to 
the  po0c(lion  of  a  world  that  trembles  under  their  * 
feet,  and  fecms  to  Qip  out  of  their 'rapacious 
hands. 

i;*-  this  general  overthrow,  Port  Royal  beheld 
buried  in'  the  incenfed  waves,  or  thr&w'n  at  a 
diftance  upon  delolate  coa{t3,  the '''numerous 
fliips,  the  proud  flags  of  which  rendered  her  ib 
vain.  The  city  itfelf  was  deftroycd  and  over- 
flow'n.  In  rain  was  it  attempted  to  rebuild  the 
town  upon  it's  ruins  ;  thefe  labours  were  alt  fruit- 
lefs.  The  rifing  walls  were  again  blow'n  down  by  a 
hurricane.  PortStoyal,  like  Jem  falerti,  could  never 
be  rebuilt,  Theef(rthfeemed«olydiggerftofwal- 
low  it  up  anew.  By  a  fingularity  vvhich'  baizes 
?11  human  effom  and  rtafoi^ings.to  aicoant  for, 
jhp  only  houfcs  that  were  left  ftwyiing,  after  :.this 
Z  3  frelh 
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frcfti  fubver&on»  were  Ktuaccd  at  the  ntretriity  a£ 
a  point  of  land  extremely  narrow,  which  advances 
feveral  milcfi  in  the  feat  »  if  the  inconftanc  ocean 
had  aiforded  a  folid  foundation  to  edifices  which 
the  firm  ground  feemed  to  call  off. 

Thi  inhabitants  of  Port  Royal,  difcouraged  by 
thefe  repeated  calamities,,  retired  -to  King(ton> 
^hich  is  fituated  in  the  fame  bay.  By  their  in- 
dultry  and  at^ivity,  cliis  town,  which  till  then 
bad  been  obfcure,  foon  became  a  pteafant  and 
^ouriQiing  cityi  T^adc  is  even  gradually  become 
more  animated  Here>  than  it  ever  was  at  any 
period  id  any  of  the.  marts  to  which  it  hath  fuc- 
ceededf  becaufethccoldny  hach  gained  more  by 
the  increafe  of  it's  cultures,  than  it  hath  loft  by 
the  decreafe  of  it's  fmuggltng  trade. 

YsT  Fort  Royal  had  never  bc^n,  and  Kingfton 
did  not  become,  the  capital  of  the  iHaod.  5c. 
Yago  de  la  Vega,  which  the  Englifh  hav«  named 
Spanifh  town,  continued  ftill  to  enjoy  this  ufeful 
prerogative.'  This  town>  built  by  tbt  Spaniards, 
at  thi;  dillance  of  fome  leagues  ftx>m  the  lea, 
upon  the  river  Cobra,  the  moft  confiderable  one 
pf  the  country,  thoygh  not  navigable,  was  the  feat 
of  the  jcginative  body,  the  rcGdcnee  of  the  gover- 
nor-general, the  place  where  the  conrti  ofjuftice 
were  holden,  and,  confequcntly,  that  where  th? 
ficheft  planters  dwelt* 

Admiral  Knowles  judged  thiat  this-iarraoigc- 
ment  was  contrary  to  the  fubfic'goorfj'^nd  in 
J756,  he  caufed  it  «>  be  decided  by  *higener4 
^flimbjy,  that  all  the  affairs,  and  all  the  powers 
of  ^diniiiiftratioo,  fliouM  be  united  «t  Kingfton. 
.  '  perfooal 
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Pcffotwt  hatred  agajrtft  ths  pmt^QToUW  |^»f  *  Jj^  '^^ 
th9  .han(ho9fs  of  ttje  m^afureg-  ho  j«jBj)ioyed  to  ' 
cafry  ir  into  execution  i  the.  «c«Aii»i«  n)oft: 
people  are  apt  to  take  for  places  as  well  stiihtitgst 
nunnbcrlefs  private  inierefts  ttjat^i^jtinfceflarily 
be  a0ci^ed  by  .this  alteration :  all  tibefc  caufes 
raifed  in  t^ie  min^s  pf  feveral  pf  th«  colonifts,. 
unfurmountable  obj.c(ftions  to  a  plan,  which  was. 
indeed  |i^ble  tp  fomc  inconveniences,  .but  which 
w^s  founded  on  uoapfwerable  reafons,  and  ofFerec) 
great  advantages.  The  obftacles  with  which  the' 
opponents  embarraflfed  the  new  fyftem,  did  notput 
a  ftop  to  the  meafures  of  govcrnmcn^. .  This  wa5 
even  the  time  they  chofe  for  repairing  Fort 
Charles,  .which  ferves  as  a  citadel  to  Port  Royal, 
and  for  jncreafmgi  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay^ 
the  very  well  executed  forti6cations  of  Mofquito 
Pgintj  which  command  the  canal  through  which 
the  veffcls  deftined  for  Kingfton  muft  pafs.  If,  in- 
ftcad  of  en.tering  the  bay,  the  enemy  Ibould  wifh  to 
land  to  the  north  of  the  new  capital,  they  would 
be  flopped  in  their  mfirch  by  Zock,  a  fort  con- 
ftruAed  with  fkill,  and  maintained  with  care,  lo 
a  very  narrow  defile,  at  the  diftance  of  a  league 
from  the  city.  Among  thefe  different  works, 
and  in  fome  other  lefs  important  pofts,  two]  regi- 
ments are  ufually  diftributed.  They  receive  pay 
from  the  mother- country:  but  the  colony  adds  to  it 
a  daily  gratuity  of  12  Ibis  *  for  every  foldier,  and  a 
double  gratuity  for  every  officer.  If  thefe  troops 
were  as  well  as  they  are  ill  dilpipiined,  they  wouI4 

•  6d. 
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s  ^  o  K  not  prderre  the  ifland  from  invafioa,  and  would 
^..-yw  fbon  be  reduced  to  capitulate  to  a  naval  force 
fuperior  to  chat  which  might  be  deftined  to  fu^ 
port  them. 

If  Jamaica  could  eren  be  preferved  from  the 
calamities  of  a  foreign  invafion,  it  would  no  lefs 
be  esppfed  to  domeftic  dangers*  ftill  more 
alarming. 

When  the  Spaniards  were  compelled  to  cede 
Jamaica  to  the  Englifhi  they  left  there  a  number 
of  Negroes  and  Mulattoes,  who,  tired  of  their 
flavcry,  took  a  refolution  to  retire  into  the  moun- 
tains, there  to  prefcrve  that  liberty  which  they 
had  recovered  by  the  expulfion  of  their  tyrants. 
Having  entered  into  fome  agreements  ncceflary 
to  prefervc  their  union;  they  planted  maize  and 
cocoa,  in  the  mpfl:  inacceffible  places  qf  their  re- 
treat j  but  the  impoOibility  of  fubfilling  til!  har- 
vcft,  obliged  them  to  con;ie  down  into  ttie  plain 
to  pillage  for  fuftenance.  The  conquerors  bore 
this  plunder  the  more  impatiently,  aa  they  ha^ 
nothing  to  fparci  and  declared  war  againft  them. 
Many  were  maflacrcd ;  the  greater  part  fub- 
mirted;  and  only  fifty  or  fixty  fled  back  to  the 
rocks,  thtre  to  live  or  die  in  freedom'. 

Policy,  which  fees  every  thing,  but  is  never 
pnoyed  by  compaflion,  thought  it  neccflary,  utterly 
tq  exterminate  or  reduce  this  handful  of  fugitives, 
. '  ivho  had  efcaped  from  flavery  or  carnage  j  but  the 
troops,  who  were  either  perifhing  or  exhaufted 
wic^  f.itigue,  were  {iverfe  from  this  deftruftive 
fchcme,  which  muft  have  occaGoned  the  effufion 
of  more  blood.  It  was  therefore  dropc,  for  fear 
■  "■  of 
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of-a  revolt.  Thisopiidefcenfion  Was  ^ Winded  with  °  2,^  "^ 
fatal  confequences.  All  the  flaves  grow'n  defpe-  l»  yj 
rate  by  the  hardships  they  undtrwent>  or  by  the 
dread  of  punilhniear,  foon  fought. an  afylum  in 
the  woods,  where  tbey  were  faixof  meeting  with 
companions  ready  to  affift  them.'  ■  The  number 
of  fugitives  increafed  daily.  Inalhort  time  they- 
dcferted  by  troops^  after  having  mafiacred  their 
maftcrs,  and  plundered  and  fet  fire  to  the  habi- 
tations. In  vain  were  a&ive  partlzans  fent  oti^ 
againft  them;  to. whom  a  reward. of  900  livfes* 
was  offered  for  the  head  of  every.  Negroe  they- 
Ihould  bring,  ■  This  feverity  produced  no  alter- 
ationi  and  the  defertion  only  became-  the  more 
general. 

The  rebtls  gfew  more  daring  as  their  numbiers 
increafed.  Till  the  year  1690,  they  had  only 
fled  i  but,  when  they  thought  themfelves  ftrong 
enough  to  attack,  they  fell  upon,  the  Engliih 
plantations,  in  feparate  bands,  and  committed 
horrid  ravages.  In  vain  were  they  driven  back 
to  their  mountains  with  lofs;  in  vain  were  forts 
eretfted  and  garrifoncd  at  proper  diftanccs,  to 
prevent  their  inroads  j  notwithftanding  ihefe  pre- 
cautions, they  renewed  their  depredations  from 
time  to  time.  The  rcfentment  which  the  viola- 
tion of  the  rights  of  nature  by  barbarous  policy-' 
excited  in  thcfe  Blacks,  infpired  them  with  fuch 
fury,  that  the  white  people  who  had  bought  them, 
in  order,  as  they  faid,  to  cut  off  the  root  of  the 
fvil,  refolvcd,  in  1735,  to  employ  all  the  forcek 
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■  XIV  ^  '^^  *''*  colony,   to  dcftroy  a  juftljr  imi^acublc 

u—y^-^  enemy. 

Immediately  the  military  bw  took  pl«cc  of 
dl  civil  goveramenc.  All  the  coloDifts  formed 
.  thcmfelves  into  regular  bodtet  of  craops.  Xhejr 
marched  towards  the  rebels  by  differeot  roads. 
One  party  undertook,  to  attack  the  town  of 
Nauny>  which  the  Blacks  themfelves  had  built  in 
the  Blue  Mountains.  With  cannon,  a  town  built 
yithout  regularttyj'and  defended  without  artillery, 
was  foon  deftroycd ;  but  the  fticccfs  of  the  other 
cnterprizes  was  frequently  doubtful,  fometimeA 
attended  with  much  lofs.  The  flaVes,  more  elated 
by  one  triumph  than  difcpuragcd  by  ten  defeats, 
were  proud  of  confidering  their  former  tyrant* 
merely  a»  enemies  they  were  to  contend  with.  If 
they  were  beaten,  they  had  at  leafl  Tome  revenge* 
Their  blood  was  at  leaft  mixed  with  that  of  cheir 
barbarous  matters.  They  rulhcd  againll  the  fword 
of  the  European,  to  plunge  a  dagger  into  his  breaft. 
At  laft,  overpowered  by  numbers,  or  by  the  dex- 
terity of  their  anlagonifts,  the  fugitives  intrenched 
themfelves  in  inacctfliblc  places,  where  they  dif- 
perfcd  in  fmali  bands,  fuliy  determined  never  to 
ftir  out)  and  well  aflured  that  they  (hould  never 
\}e  conquered  there.  At  length,  after  various 
Cornells  and  excurlions,  that  UlWd  nine  months, 
the  Englifli  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  fubdmng 
them.' 

Thus,  fooner  or  larer,  will  any  people,  made 
defperate  by  tyranny,  or  the  Oj>pre'Tion.  of  con- 
querors, always  get  the  better  of  n-jmerons,  expe- 
rienced, and  even  well-difci|>lir.ed  armies;  if  they 

have 
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havd  but  refolution  enough  to  endure  hunger  '  ^^  "^ 
rather  than  the  yoke ;  to  die  rather  than  live  in  fawnviiJ  ■ 
bondage ;  and,  if  they  chuie,  rather  to  fee  their 
nation  extia<5t  than  enllavcd.  Let  cbem  abandon 
the  field  to  the  iirakttcide  of  troops ;  to  the  traia 
of  war ;  ,to  the  difplay  of  provifions,  ammumcionj 
and  hofpiials :  let  them  retire  into  the  heart  of 
the  mountains)  without  baggage,  without  cover* 
IHg,  without  ftores }  nature  wilt  provide  for  them 
and  defend  them.  There  kc  them  remain-  fot'. 
yeiti,  ciit  the  climate,  idlenefs,  and  inteAipe- 
rance>  have  dcflrroyed  thofe  fwai^ms  of  foreign  in- 
vaders, who  liave  no  booty  to  expeft,  nor  any 
laurels  to  gather.  Let  them  pour  down  upon 
thbm  at  intervals,  like  the  torrents  of  their  own 
mountains,  furprife  them  in  their  tents,  and  ra<- 
vage  their  boundaries.  Laflily,  let  them  defpife 
the  opprobrious  names  of  robbers  and  murderers, 
which  will  be  lavi(hed  upon  them  by  a  great 
people,  b^Tc  enough  to  arm  themfelves  againft  a 
handful  of  huntfmen,  and  weak  enough  to  be  un- 
able to  conquer  them. 

SocH  ^as  the  conduit  of  the  Blacks  wkh  the 
Englifli.  Thcfe,  weary  of  excurfwns  and  fruit- 
lefs  armaments,  fell  into  univerfal  defpondency. 
The  pooreft  among  them  would  not  venture  to 
accept  the  lands  which  the  government  offered 
chem  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mountains.  Even  the 
fettlements  at  a  greater  diftance  from  thefe  rebels, 
inured  to  war,  were  either  negleded  or  forfaken. 
Many  parts  of  the  ifland,  which  from  their  ap- 
pearance feemed  likely  to  become  the  moft 
^uitful>  were  left  ia  the)(  uAcultivated  ftate. 
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■  Jiv  "^  ^^  ^^^  finjation  was  the  colony,  when  Trdaw- 
ipMv— '  ney  was  appointed  governor.  This  pnident  and 
lumuDe  oommander  was  fenGble,  that  a  fei  of 
men,.,  who  for  near  a  century  paft  lired  upon 
wild  fruits,  wcoc  naked,  and  cxpofed  to  the  in* 
clemcDcy  of  the  weather  j  who>  ever  at  i^r  with 
an  aflailant  llrongcr  than  themfclves  and  betur 
armed,  never  ccafed  fighting  for  the  defence  of 
their  liberty  f  that  fuch  a  fet  of  men  would  never 
)>c  iubdued  by  open  force.  He,  therefore,  bad 
recourfe  to  conciliating  meafures.  He  offered 
them  not  only  lands  as  their  own  pr<^rty,  buc 
likewife  liberty  and  independence. 

These  overtures  were  favourably  received. 
The  treaty  concluded  with  them  in  I739>  de<- 
cided,  that  the  chief,  whom  they  thcmfelves 
ihould  choofe,  Qiould  receive  bis  commiflioD 
from  the  Eogliib  government;  that  he  ihould 
£ome  every  year  to  the  capital  of  the  colony,  if 
required  }  that  two  white  men  .fliould  conftantly 
refide  with  him.j  in  order  to  maintain  a  harmony 
advantageous  to  both  nations ;  and  if  the  colony 
were  ever  attacked,  he  and  all  his  people  Ihould 
take  up  arms. 

While  Trelawney  was  negociating  this  acr 
commodation  in  the  name  of  the  crown,  the  go- 
■neral  aflembly  of  the  colony  propofed  their  fepar 
rate  plan,  .  In  this  fccond  agreement,  the  New 
-people  engaged  to  harbour  no  more  fugitive 
flaves;  and  they  were  promifed  a  ftipulatcd  fum 
for  every  dcferter,  whom  they  .fhould  inform 
againft,  and-  a  more  confiderable  reward  for  thofc 
whom  they  Ihould  bring  back  to  their  plantation?. 
Sjnce 
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Since  this  fliamcfiil  contradt,  this  fmall  republic    * 
hath  been  conftantly  declining.     It  now  reckons   m 
no  more  than  thirteen  hundrtdindividtialsj  men, , 
women,  and  children,  diftributcd  in  five  or  fix 
villages. 

Whether  thefe  events  infpired  theth  with 
boldnefs,  or  whether  they  wefe  exafperated  at  thft 
ill  ufage  they  met  with  from  the  Efigliftj,  the 
Negro  flaves  refolved  to  be  free  Hkewife.  "While 
the  flames  of  war,  kindled  in  Europe,  werefpread'- 
jng  in  America,  thefe  miferable  men  agreed,  iti 
1760,  to  take  up  arms  all  in  one  day,  murdcr 
their  tyrants,  and  fcizc  upon  the  government. 
But  their  impatience  for  liberty  difconcerted'  the 
unanimity  of  the  plot,  by  preventing  the  timely 
execution  of  it.  Someoftheconfpiratora  ftabbed 
their  mailers,  and  fet  fire  to  their  houfcs  before 
the  appointed  time  i  but  finding  themfelves  un- 
'  able  to  rcfift  the  whole  force  of  the  illand,  which 
their  premature  exploit  had  collected  in  a  moment, 
they  fled  to  the  mountains.  From  this  impene- 
trable rcccfj  they  were  inceffantly  making  de- 
ftruftive  inroads.  The  Englifli,  in  their  diflrefs, 
were  reduced  to  folicit  the  affiftance  of  the  wild 
Negroes,  whofe  independence  they  had  been 
obliged  to  acknowlege  by  a  folemn  treaty.  They 
even  bribed  them,  and  promifed  a  confiderable 
fum  for  every  flave  they  Ihould  kill  with  their 
own  hands.  Thofe  bafe  Africans,  unworthy  of 
the  liberty  they  had  recovered,  were  not  afiiatncd 
to  fell  the  blood  of  their  brethren :  they  puVfued 
them,  and  killed  many  of  them  by  furprife.  -  At 
Jaft  the  confpirators,  weakened  and  betrayed  by 
1  their 
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'  XIV  ^  ^^'^  °*'°  ">^°*  remaioed  a  long  time  filent  and 

fc— 1^.— ;   ioa6tive. 

The  cotifpiracy  waa  thought  to  be  cffcAuaHj 
exttnguifhed,  when-  the  rebelsj  reioforced  bjr 
defercers  (torn  the  feveral  plantations,  appeared 
again  with  redoubled  fury.  The  regular  troops, 
the  militia«  and  a  large  body  of  failors,  all 
marched  in  purfuit  of  the  flaves  t  they  fought  and 
beat  them  in  feveral  ikirmiflics ;  many  were  Qain, 
'  pr  taken  prifoners,  and  the  reft  dUperfed  into  the 

woods  and  rocks.'  All  the  prifoiieTs  were  ibot^ 
hanged,  or  burnt.  Thofe  who  were  fuppoied  to 
be  the  chief  promoters  of  the  confpiracy,  were 
tied  alive  to  gibbeu,  and  there  left  to  puifli 
flowly,  expofed  to  the  fcorching  fun  (^  the  torrid 
zonei  a  far  more  painful  and  more  terrible  death 
than  that  of  being  burnt  alive.  Yet  their  tyrants 
enjoyed  the  torments  of  thefe  mi&rable  wretches, 
whole  only  crime  waa  an  attempt  to  recover  by 
revenge,  thofe  rights  of  which  avarice  and  inhu- 
manity had  deprived  them. 

The  mcafurcs  that  were  taken  to  prevent  fu- 
ture infurredioDs  were  didated  by  the  fame 
fpirit  of  barbarity.  A  flavc  is  whipped  in  the 
public  places,  if  he  plays  at  any  game  whatfoeverj 
if  he  prcfumes  to  go  a  hunting,  or  to  fell  any 
thing  but  milk  or  tilh.  He  cannot  ilir  out  of  his 
mafter's  plantation,  gnlefs  attended  by  a  white 
man,  or  with  an  exprefs  permiffion  in  writing. 
If  he  Ihould  beat  a  drum,  or  make  ufe  of  any 
other  noify  inftrunient,  his  maftcr  is  condemned 
to  pay   a  fine  of    225  livres  *.    Thus  do  the 

•  9I.  7).  6d. 

Englifli, 
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Englifh,  who  are  fo  jealous  of  their  own  liberty,  ' 
fporc  with  that  of  other  men.  To  this  encefs  of  ' 
barbarity  the  Negro  trade  muft  neceflkrtly  have 
bt-ought  thefe  ufurpers.  Such  is  the  progrefs  of 
jnjuftice  and  violence.  To  conquer  the  New 
World,  it's  inhitbitants  muft  doubtlefs  have  been 
il&ughtered.  To  replace  them,  Negroes  muft  be 
bought,  St  they  alone  arc  able  to  endure  the  cli* 
mate  and  the  labours  of  America.  To  remove 
thefe  Africans  from  their  native  country,  who 
were  defigned  to  cultivate  the  land  without  hav- 
iaf;  any  pofleffions  in  it,  it  wad  neceSary  to  feize 
them  by  force,  and  to  make  them  flaves.  To 
luep  them  in  fubjedlion,,  they  muft  be  treated 
with  .fcverity.  To  prevent  their  revolt,  the  na- 
tural confequence  of  fevcrity  and  fervitude,  ihefc 
mEDi  whom  we  have  made  defpcrate,  muft^  be 
reftrained  by  capoistl  puniftimcnts,  by  hafd  ufage, 
and  atrocious  laws. 

■  ■  BiTT  cruelty  itfelf  has  a  period  in  it's  own  de- 
ftruftivc  nature.  In  an  Jnftant  it  may  ceafe.  An 
enemy  who  fbould  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  land  at 
Jamaica,  would  foon  convey  arms  to  thefe  men, 
who  are  full  of  rancour  againft  their  oppreflbrs, 
and  only  wait  a  favourable  opportunity  to  rife 
againft  them.  The  French,  not  confidering  that 
the  revolt  of  the  Blacks  in  one  colony  would 
probably  occafion  it  in  all  the  reft,  will  haften 
iltch  a  revolution  in  time  of  war.  The  Englifli, 
finding  themfelves  between  two  fires,  will  be  dif- 
mayedj  their  ftrength  and  courage  will  fail 
■thtm ',  and  Jamaica  will  fall  a  prey  to  flaves  and 
conquerors. 


ji!,Gor)glc 


^]«  hIstory  op  settlements  and  TRAG^ 

■  XIV  ^  conquerors,  who  will  contend  for  dominion  with 
•*,^~y.mdi  frelh  enormities.  Such  i,$  the  train  of  evils  that 
injttitice  brings  along  with  it !  -  it  attaches  itfelf 
to  man  fo  clofcly,  that  the  connexion  cannot  be 
diflblved  but  by  thefwordi  Crimes  beget  crimes; 
biood  is  produAive  of  blood  i  and  the  earth  be- 
comes a  perpetual  fcene  of  d^folation>  tears, 
mifery,  and  affliction,  where  fuccefliTC  genera- 
tions rife  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  blood,  to  tear 
*  out  each  other's  bowelsi  and  to  lay  each^other  in 

the  duft< 
Ainattp*  •     The  lofs  of  Jamaica,   howevet-,  would  be  a 
fj'^^'    heavy  one  for  England,    Nature  has  placed  this 
l'!«us't'(ot  idandat  theentranceof  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  and 
u.i|.d<>D.     made  it  a  kind  of  key  to  that  ("ich  country.    AM 
fhips  going  from  Carthagena  to  the  Havaanal:^ 
are  obliged  to  pafs  by  it's  coaftsi    it  is  more 
within  reach  of  the  feveral  trading  potts  on  the 
continent,  than  any  other  iflandj   the  many  ex- 
cellent roads  with  which  it  is  furroimded,  facili- 
tate the  launching  of  men  of  war  on  all  fides  of 
the  iQand.    Thefe  feveral  advantages  arc  balanced 
by  fome  inconveniences. 

If  it  be  eafy  to  get  at  Jamaica  by  the  trade- 
winds,  by  taking  a  view  of  the  Lefs  Antilles,  it  is 
not  fo  eafy  to  get  away  from  thence,  whether  we 
go  through  the  Streights  of  Bahama,  or  determine 
for  the  Leeward  Paffage. 

The  firft  of  thefe  two  ways  gives  the  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  wind  for  two  hundred  leagues; 
but  as  fooh  as  Cape  St.  Anthony  is  doubled,  wp 
meet  the  fame  wind  againft  us  that  before  was 
favourable  i 
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fivourabJe :  fo  that  more  time  is  loft  than  was  *  ^  °  ^ 
gained ;  and  there  is  alfo  a  rifque  of  being  taken  >  .■  y  '-» 
by  the  guEli'da-coftas  of  the  Havannah.  This 
danger  is  fuccecded  by  another,  which  is  th^ 
fhoals  on  the  coaft  of  Florida,  towards  which  the 
winds  and  currents  drive  with  great  violence. 
The  Elizabeth,  an  Englilh  man  of  war,  would 
infallibly  have  been  loO:  there  in  1746,  had  not 
Captain  Edwards  ventured  into  the  Havannah. 
it  was  during  the  height  of  the  war,  and  the 
port  belonged  to  the  cntmy.  **  I  connej"  faid 
the  captain  to  the  governor,  **  to  deliver  up 
*■  nhy  (hip,  my  failors,  my  foldiers,  and  myfelf, 
"into  your  hands;  I  only  afk  the  lives  of  my 
"  men."  **  I  will  not  be  guilty  of  any  diHio- 
"  nourable  a£lion,"  replied  the  Spanifli  com- 
mander. "  Had  we  taken  you  in  fight,  in  open 
"  fca,  or  upon  our  coalts,  your  (hip  would  have 
"  been  our^s,  and  you  would  have  been  our  pri- 
**  foners.  But  as  you  are  Overtaken  by  a  ftorm, 
"  and  are  driven  into  this  port  from  the  fear  of 
*'  being  Ihipwrecked,  I  do  and  ought  to  forget 
"  that  my  nation  is'at  war  with  your's.  You 
"  are  meo(  and  fo  are  wej  you  are  in  diftrefs, 
*•  and  have  a  right  to  our  pity.  You  arc  at 
"  liberty  to  unload  and  refit  your  veffel  j  and 
••  if  you  want  it,  <you  may  trade  in  this 
**  port  to  pay  your  charges ;  you  may  then ' 
**  go  away,  and  you  will  have  a  pafs  to  carry 
**  you  fafe  beyond  the  Bermudas.  If  aftef  this 
"  you  Ihould  be  taken,  you  will  be  a  lawful 
"  prize  i  buc>  at  this  moment,  I  fee  in  Englifh- 
•    Vol.  VI.  A  a  "  men. 
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B  viv  "^  "  n^cn?  ojily  ftrangcrs  fpr  whom  bumaoity  claim* 
1^    ^  - 1  ■   **  our  afliftajjee."^ 

Sbaniakds.1  locomprcheBfible  race  of  meiiy 
tell  npCy  fmcc  fueh  are  your  feelingSi  and  finee 
you  can  ipcak  thus  to  an  enemyy  delivered  into 
your  power  by  the  winds,  why  have  ye  aoe 
know'n  how  Co  refpetSt  the  innoeent'(av^;e,  pro- 
Arate  at  yo,ur  feet,  who  adored  you  i  The  reafon  of 
this  I  conceive  to  be,  that  Captain  Edwards'!!  fliip- 
was,  i>o.;  loaded  with  tba^  yellow  duft^  t,kc  Oght  of 
which  ctiAnges  you  into  wil4  be^fts.  Pcthaps  I 
bave  calttipni^ted  you:  but  I  have  leen  you  fo 
ffequeOitJy  belQw  your  own  fpeciesy  that  I  h^va 
bad  good  reafon  for  doubting  of  your  vinuesf 
efppci^lly  when,  you  difplay  theon  to  me  with 
^chara£lec  of  hecoirm,  which  ag^ei^s  ^d  ^fto-  ' 
niflies  cpe.  I  oppofe  fufpicions,  perhaps  unjuft 
oncs^  to  my  admij'ation  and  to  ipy  uvs,  which 
;ye  ready  to  flow. 

Ths  other  way  is  attended  with  no  lefs  difii- 
^  ci^ty  and  danger.     It  terminates  at  a^  linall  iflandr 

tha^  th?  Englilh  call  Cropked  inaodk  wlucb  lies 
eighty  leagMCS  off  Jamaica.  Ships  that  cotne 
this  way,  muft  commonly  flirive  ^ainll  the 
eaf^rly  wind  through  the  whola  parage,  coaft 
^^oDg  clofe  under -St.  Domingo,  in  oij^t  to  keep 
de^r  of  the  Qats  of  Cuba,  and  tben.p^s  the 
freights,  between  the  points  of  cheife  two  greac 
iilaiids,  where  it  is  very  difBtult  te  efcape  being 
intercepted  by  their  privaiecrs  ar  their  ro*n  of 
war.  The  navigators  coming  froin,  tint  Lucays 
do  not  meet  wit^  thcfe  obftiudions. 

It 
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It  is  reckoi«d,  thai  there  are  about  two  hun-  ^  ^  o  k 
(ire4  of  thefe  i^ands,  all  of  them  fituatcd  to  the  ■  — y-^ 
north  QfCuba,and.raoftofwhich  we  nothing  more  Sb"h"hi«* 
thani  rofki.  jpft  riling  above  water.     Columbys,  V^"'^ '" 
who  difcovered  them  on  his  arrival  in  the  New  iO">d.. 
Worid^  and  who  gave  the  name  of  Sap  Salvador  ih'&ifl.adi. 
to  ,  that  on  which  he  landed,  did  not  make  any 
fettUmcnt  there.     Neither  did    the   Caftilians 
afterwards  fix  upon  it  j  but  in   1507,  they  car- 
ried .off  all  the  inhabitants,  who  foon  perilhed 
in  the  mines,  or  in  the  pearl  fiflicry.    This  fmall 
Archipelago  was  entirely  defcrt,  when,  in  1672, 
fomc  EngUihmen  took  poffeffion  of  Providence 
iilanrdj  they  were  driven  from  thence  feven  or 
tight  years  afccrwards*  by  the  orders  of  the  coyrt 
of  Madrid,  but  returned  in  1690,  and  were  again 
expelled  in  1703^  hy  the  Spaniards  and  French 
united.  The  illand  was  peopled  again  by  a  parti- 
cular event. 

l}f  1714,  fome  fhips  richly  laden  were  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  a  ftorm  upon  the  coafts  of  Flo- 
rida. The  treafures  which  they  contained  be- 
longed to  the  Spaniards,  who  caufed  them  to  be, 
dived  for.  So  rich  a  prey  tempted  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Jaiijaica,  The  Spaniards  rcfufed  to 
fhare  with  them,  and  Jennings,  the  boldell 
among  them,  had  recourfe  to  arms  to  fupporE 
what  he  called  a  natural  and  undeniable  right* 
The  dread  of  being  feverely  punifhcd,  for  hav- 
ing difturbed  the  peace  which  Europe  had  for  fo 
long  a  time  been  anxious  to  cbcain,  obliged  him 
to  turn  pirate.  His  companions  were  foon  nu- 
merous enough  to  make  it  necclTary  to  multiply 
A  a  a  his 
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The  Lucays  became  their  place 
of  retreat.  It  was  from  thence  that  thefc  robber* 
fallied  forth  to  attack  all  veflch  without  diftinc- ' 
tion,  Englilh  as  well  as  others.  The  nations 
were  apprchenfivc  of  feeing  renewed,  in  the  Neyr 
World,  thofe  fcenes  of  horror  which  had  been 
difplaycd  there  by  the  antient  freebooters,  when 
George  I.  rouz^d  by  the  clamours  of  his  people, 
and  by  the  wiflies  of  his  parliament,  fcnt  out,  in 
1719,  a  fufEcient  force  to  fubdue  thcfe  pirates. 
The  moft  determined  of  them  refufcd  the  amncfty 
which  was  offered  them,  and  went  to  infelt  the 
coafts  of  Afia  and  Africa  with  their  robberies. 
The  reft  increafed  the  colony  which  Woods  Ro- 
gers brought  with  him  from  Europe. 

This  colony  may  at  this  day  confift  of  three 
or  four  thoufand  perfons,  half  of  whom  are 
fettled  at  Providence,  where  Fort  Nafiau  hath 
been  conftrufted,  and  which  hath  a  harbour  fuffi- 
c'fent  for  fmall  veflels  ;  the  reft  are  diftributed  in 
the  other  iflands.  They  fend  annually  to  Eng- 
land to  the  value  of  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
crowns  *  of  cotton,  wood  for  dying,  and  live 
turtle  J  and  with  their  fait  they  pay  for  the  provi- 
fions  which  North  America  fupplies  them  with. 

Although  the  foil  of  the  Lucays  cannot  be 
compared  to  that  of  feveral  of  the  other  colonies, 
yet  it  would  be  fufficient  to  afford  plenty  of 
fubfiftence,  by  labour,  to  a  population  much 
more  confiderable  than  that  which  is  at  prefenc 
found  there,  in  free  people  or  in  ftavcs.  The  great 

*  From  5,oool.  to  6,250!. 
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negieft  of  it's  cultures  muft  be  attributed  to  the  ■  5i?  *^ 
firft  mannerSf  and  prefent  propcnritiesi  of  the  in-  u-y— * 
habitants.  Thefc  iflands,  which  on  one  fide  are 
leparated  from  Florida  by  the  channel  of  Bahama, 
form  on  the  other  a  long  chain,  which  terminates 
at  the  point  of  Cuba.  It  is  there  that  begin  the 
illands  called  Turk's  lilands,  or  Caicos,  which 
continue^  the  chain  as  far  as  towards  the  middle  <^ 
the  northern  coafl:  of  St.  Domingo.  So  favour- 
able a  pofition  for  piracy  hath  turned  the  views  of 
the  inhabitants  towards  a  cruizing  life.  They  are 
ever  eager  to  engage  in  h<)ftilities,  which  may 
put  the  Spanilh  and  French  produAions  into  their 
hands.  The  Bermudas  exhibit'  a  more  tranquil 
fcene. 

Tnrs  fmall  Archipelago,  about  three  hundred   fv^rtt 
leagues  diftant  from,  that  of  the  Antilles;  was  dif-  mmii.' 
covered  in  1 527,  by  the  Spaniard  John  Bermu-  S^^^ 
das,  who  gave  his  name  to  it>  but  did  not  land  *"*• 
there.     Ferdinand  CamcIo>  a  Portugueze,  ob-: 
tained  in  1572,  of  Philip  U.  a  grant  of  it,  which 
did  not  take  effe£t.     The  French  navigator  Bar- 
botiere   was  Oiipwrecked    there   in   15931    but 
thought  no  more  of  it  after  he  had  quitted  it. 
The,  fhip  of  George  Sommers  was  brdcen'  to. 
{»eces  there  in  1609.    With  the  wrecks  of  this 
fhip  a  fmall  vcfTcl'  was  conftru£ted,  which  had  the 
good  fortune  to  arrive  fafe  in  England. 

Th&se  years  after,  a  company  was  formed  in 
l>ondon  to  people  the  Bermudas,  which  were 
entirely  uninhabited.  Sixty  men  were  few  there, 
and  they  were  foon  followed  by  many  more. 
They  occupied  at  firft  St.  George,  the  one  of  theie 
A  a  3  iflwds 
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'  XIV  ^  il^^t^^  which  had  the  bcft  harjbour ;  ahd  in  proceft 
^.■^■^  pf  time  they  took  pofle0ion  of  all  chofe  which  were 
fufceptible  of  culture.  The  land  wu  exai^ly  mea- 
furedi  and  diftributcd  among;  theinhabit&nt»j  in  pro- 
portion as  thcirfamilics  were  moreoricfaaumerous. 
Th£  accounts  that  were  propagated,  of  the 
falubritjr  and  mildnefs  of  the  climatf,  at- 
uafted  colonics  from  all  parts  of  the  Britifli 
f;mpirc,  Inhabitants  reforted  thither  from  th6 
Antilles,  for  the  recovery  «f  their  health ;  and 
from  the  northern  colonics,  to  enjoy  their  fortanc. 
in  peace.'  Many  royalifts  retired  there,  in  expec- 
tation of  the  death  of  their  oppreffor  Cromwell. 
Waller,  among  the  reft,  that  charming  poet,  who 
was  an  enemy  to  that  tyrannical  deliverer,  croffed 
,  the  feas,  and  celebrated 'thofe  fortunate  ifiafids, 
infpired  by  the  influence  of  the  air,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  country,  which  are  always  farour* 
*ble  to  the  poet.  He  imparted  his  enihufiafm  to 
the  fair  'ex.  The  Engliih  ladies  nevtr  thought 
themfclves  handfome  or  well  drefled,  unlefs  they 
bad  finall  Bermuda  hatS  made  with  palm  leaves. 
But  at  laft  the  charm  was  broken,  and  thefe 
iflands  fell  into  that  contempt  which  their  jnfig- 
nificanee  deferved.  They  are  very  numcrous>  and 
their  whole  compafs  is  but  fix  or  fcven  leagues, 
The  foil  is  very  indlffferent,  and  there  is  not  ^_ 
fingle  fpring  to  water  it.  There  is  no  water  tci 
drinl^  but  what  is  taken  from  wella  and  refervoirs. 
^aize,  vegetables,  and  excellent  fruits,  afford 
plenty  of  wholcfome  food  J  but  there  are  no  fu- 
perSuous  commodities  for  exportation ;  yet  chance 
pas  colleftcd  under  this  pure  and  temperate  (ky. 
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four  or  five  thoufand  inhabitants ;    poor,   but  *  ^iv  "^ 
happy  icr  being  unobferved.     Their  connexions  '— -v— ^ 
with  England,  do  not  annually  exceed   120,000 
livrcs  *,  and  thofe  which  they  have  formed  with 
the  American  continent  are  fcarcely  more  ex- 
ten  five. 

In  order  to  render  the  circumftances  of  thia 
weak  colony  more  eafy,  it  hath  been  fucceflively 
propofed'-  to  cultivate  filit,  vines,  and  cochineal 
therci  but  none  of  thcfe  projects  have  been  car- 
ried into  execution.  Induury  hath  been  confined 
to  the  manufaXuring  of  fail^cloth,  an  occupation 
which  is  naturally  connecfled  with  the  conllru^ion 
of  thofe  fmall  veflels  made  of  oedar  or  acajou  wood, 
which  have  never  been  equalled  upon  the  globe, 
either  for  their  failing  or  for  their  durationv 

The  principal  inhabitants  of  the  Bermuda  iflands 
formed  a  fociety  in  1765)  the  ftatutes  of  which 
are,  perhaps,  the  moft  refpeftable  monument  tha{ 
■ever  dignified ^lumanity.  Thefe  virtuoHS  atizcns 
engaged  themfelves  to  form  a  library  of  all  books  ■ 
of  husbandry,  in  whatever  language  they  had 
been  written  ;  to  procure  to  all  capable  pcrfons 
of  both  fexes,  an  employment  fuicable  to  their 
<3ifpofition  ;  to  beftow  a  reward  on  -every  man  who 
had  introduced  into  the  colony  any  new  art,  or 
contributed  to  the  improv.ennent  of  any  one  al- 
ready know'n  i  to  give  a  penfion  to  every  daily 
workman,  who,  after  having  affiduoufiy  continued 
his  labour,  and  maintained  a  good  charafter  for 
forty  years,  ihould  not  have  been  able  to  lay 

•  5,000 1. 
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"  xrv,  '^  ty  »  ftpck  fufficient  to  allow  him  to  pJifs  hit  Ut^ 
^^-t-mmj,  ter  days  in  quiet;  and  laftly,  to  indiemnif]' every 
individual  who  fhould  have  been  opprelTed  either 
by  the  miniller  or  the  magiftrate. 

May  thefe  advantages  ever  be  prcfervcd  to  theff 
indufirious,  though  indigent  people;  happy  i(i 
their  labour  and  in  their  poverry,  which  keeps 
fhcir  morals  untainted  !  They  enjoy  in  a  ftatc  of 
innocence  the  benefits  of  a  pure  and  ferene  fky, 
and'  prefcrve  tranquillity  of  mind  with  health. 
The  poifon  of  luxury  has  never  infeded  them. 
They  are  not  ihemfclycs  addi£led  to  envy,  nor  do 
they  excite  it  in  others.  The  r^ge  of  ambition 
and  war  is  extinguiAied  ypon  their  coafts,  as  the 
ftorms  of  the  ocean  that  furround  them  are 
jiroken.  The  virtuous  pnan  would  willingly  crofs 
the  feas  to  epjoy  the  light  of  their  frugality, 
^ay  the  winds  never  convey  to  them  the  account 
of  the  events  of  the  world  in  which  we  live  !  They 
then  learn but,  alas! my  imagination  wan- 
ders, the  pen  drops  from  my  hand,  and  they  fhall 
receive  no  information  from  me. 

Such  were  the  pofleflions  of  the  Englifli  in  the 

American  Archipelago,  when  the  fucceflcs  of  the 

war  which  ended  in  1763,  gave  to  the  domains  of 

that  power,  a  confiderable  increafc  of  extent^  of 

which  Granada  was  the  richeft  part. 

Gnnidi  This  ifland  hath  twenty-one  leagues  in  cir- 

oipitdbr      cumfcrence,  fix  in  it's  greatell  breadth,  whic-h  is 

whi"^"    from  north  to  fouth,  and  four  from  eaft  to  weft. 

mifl4"!r      ?''*  territory,  though  very  uneven,  is  in  general 

''«"•         fertile,  and  fufceptlble  of  fome  kind  of  culture, 

according  to  it's  quality,   and  to  it's  expofure^ 

whicl\ 
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^hich  is  not  fufficiently  attended  to. 
Iipwever,  becomes  leTs  prodiiftive,  in  proponioa  > 
to  it's  diftance  from  the  coafts.  The  caufe  of  this 
perhaps  may  be,  (hat  the  rains,  whjch  are  too 
frequent  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  even  in 
thofc  feafons  when  the  refl  of  the  ifland  is  affiided 
by  droughts,  keep  the  neighbouring  grounds, 
yrhich  arealmoft  all  clayey,  in  a  ftate  of  freDinefjl 
and  moifture,  which  deftroys  their  richnefs,  ancj 
confequently  their  fertility. 

The  weftern  part  of  the  iHand  is  watered  t^ 
ten  rivers,  the  northern  part  by  three,  the  eaflerv 
part  by  eight,  and  the  fouthern  part  by  five, 
Befide  thefe  fprings,  which  are  all  confiderable 
enough  to  work  fugar-mills,  there  are  feveral 
others  lefs  confiderable,  but  very  ufeful  to  thp 
'  coffee  plantations. 

The  neighbouring  continent  flielters  Granada 
from  thofe  fatal  hurricanes,  which  carry  defola- 
tion  in  fo  many  other  ifiands ;  and  nature  hath 
multiplied  the  creeks,  the  bays,  and  the  har- 
bours, which  are  favourable  for  the  exportation 
of  provifions.  It's  principal  port  is  called  Bafle« 
Terre,  or  St.  George,  which  would  furnifti  a  fafc 
retreat  to  fixty  men  of  war. 

Though  the  French,  acquainted  with  the  fer- 
tility of  Granada,  had  formed,  as  early  as  the  year 
1638,  the  projc»5t  of  fettling  there,  yet  they  never 
carried  it  into  execution  till  the  year  1651.  At 
their, arrival,  ihey  gave  a  few  hatchets,  fome 
knives,  and  a  barrel  of  brandy,  to  the  chief  of  the  ■ 
favages  they  found  there  j  and  imagining  they  had 
purchafeti  the  ifland  with  thefe  trifles,  affumed  the 
fovcreignty. 
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fovereignty,  and  (bofi  afted  as  tyrants.  The  Caribs, 
unabte  to  contend  with  them  by  open  force,  took 
the  method  which  weaknefs  always  infpires  to  repel 
opprcflion  ;  they  murdered  all  whom  they  found 
alone  and  dcfencelcfs.  The  troops  tliat  were  fent 
to  fupport  the  infant  colony,  found  no  fafer  or 
thorc  expeditious  way  than  to  deftroy  all  the  na- 
tives. The  remainder  of  ihefe  miferablc  favages 
took  refuge  upon  a  rteep  rock,  preferring  rather 
to  throw  themfelves  down  alive  from  the  top  of  it, 
than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  an  implacable  enemy. 
The  French  inconfiderately  called  this  rock /^jworM 
its  fauleurs,  the  hill  of  the  leapers;  and  'it  ftiU 
retains  that  name. 

•  How  was  it  poflible  that  thefe  frivolous  people 
•  Could  lofe,  in  diflant  countries,  that  vein  of  plca- 
fantry  which  they  preferve  in  their  own,  even  in 
the  midft  of  the  greateft  calamities !  They  are 
not  a  cruel  people  J  but  the  natural  cheerfulnefs 
which  accompanies  the  Frenchman  in  tents,  in 
the  midft  of  camps,  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
upon  a  mattrafs  in  an  hofpital,  where  he  may 
have  been  laid,  covered  with  wounds,  and  of  ' 
which  he  is  expiring,  will  fuggeft  to  h,im  fome  ri- 
diculous exprellion,  which  will  produce  a  fmile 
in  the  companions  of  his  misfortunes :  and  this 
Contraft  of  charafttf  with  fituation  will  manifelt 
itfelf  in  the  fame  manner  among  all  French- 
men, atid  among  fome  perfons  of  a  fihgular  turtl 
in  all  the  countries  in  the  world. 

They  were  juftly  puniOied  for  all  thefe  crueU 
tics,  by  a  rapacious,  violent,  and  inflexible  gbvetT 
nor.  Moft  of  the  colonidsi  no  longer  able  to  en^ 
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dure  his  tyranny,, retired  to  MartinJco,  and  thofe  *  |,^  ^ 
■viho  rem'aincd  on  the  illand  condemned  him  to  imi»,-w> 
de^tht  In  the  whole  court  of  juHrice  that  formally 
tried  this  mifCreani]  there  was  only  one  tnan  who 
coutd  write,  and  his  name  was  Archangeli.-  A 
farrier  was  the  perfon  that  impeached,  who,  in- 
ftead  of  the  fignattire,  fealed  with  a  horfe(hoe> 
and  Archangeli,  who  performed  the  office  of 
ifleric,  wrote  gravely  round  it,  Maffue  de  Mei»fiel& 
dt  la  Brie,  confeiUer  rapporteur :  Mark  of  Mr.  Dt 
tA  Brie,  coonszi.  for  the  cooht. 

It  was  apprehended  that  the  court  of  France 
would  not  ratify  this  extraordinary  fentf  nee,  palTed 
with'  fuch  unufuat  formalities,  though  dictated  by 
common  fenfc.  Molt  of  the  judges  of  the  crime, 
atld  witnefles  of  the  execution,  difappeared  from 
Granada.  •  None  remained,  except  thofe  whofc 
obfcurity  fcreened  them  from  the  purfuit  of  the 
laws.  The  cftitnate  taken  in  1700  (hews,  that 
there  were  on  the  ifland  nO  more  than  251  white 
people,  53  free  favagcs  or  molattocs,  and  525 
paves.  The  ufcful  animals  were  reduced  to  64. 
horfes,  and  569  head  of  horned  cattle.  The  whole 
culture  confifted  of  three  plantations  of  fugar, 
and  fifty-two  of  indigo. 

The  f^ce  of  things  was  totally  changed  towards 
the  year  1714;  and  this  alteration  was  effefted 
by  Martinico.  That  ifland  was  then  laying  the 
foundation  of  a  fplerrdour  that  was  to  adonifh 
all  nationsi  It  fent  infimenfe  produftions  fo 
France,  and  received  valuable  commodities  in 
Return,  which  were  moll  of  them  fent  to  the 
Sp^nifh  Coafts,    It's  fhips  touched  at  Grahada  in 

their 
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'  XIV  ^  ^^^"  '"'y*  "*  **''*  '"  refrefhmcnts.  The  trading 
U— v-*o'  privaceersi  who  undertook  this  navigatioiii  caught 
the  people  of  that  ifland  the  value  of  their  foil, 
which  only  required  cultivation.  The  execution 
of  every  projed  ia  facilitated  by  commerce. 
Some  traders  furniOied  the  inhabitants  with  ftaves 
and  utenfils'  to  eredc  fugar  plantations.  An  opca 
account  was  eftablilhed  between  the  two  colonics. 
Granada  was  clearing  it's  debts  gradually  by  it's 
rich  produK,  and  the  balance  was  on  the  point 
of  being  clQftd>  when  the  war  in  1744  inter- 
rupted the  communicanon  between  the  two 
jdands,  and  at  the  fame  time  Hopped  the  progrefs 
of  the  moft  important  culture  of  the  New  Wwld. 
At  that  time  cotton,  cacao>  and  particularly 
coffee  trees,  were  pUnted,  and  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  hollilities,  they  acquired  a  fufBcient 
growth  to  yield  plentifully.  Thefc  ufeful  trees  . 
were  not  abandoned  after  the  peace  of  1748  ; 
bm  the  culture  of  the  fugar  canes  was  then 
pufhed  with  an  eagernefs  proportioned  to  their 
importance.  A  feries  of  misfortunes,  too  much 
merited,  foon  deprived  the  mother-country  of  the 
gre^t  advantages  it  flattered  itfcif  with  from  this 
colony. 

The  paflionate  defire  of  premature  ^nd  an- 
bouoded  enjoyment,  that  malady  whifh  hath 
tainted  the  government  of  a  nation  which  yet  de? 
jerves  the  aSedion  of  her  matters ;  that  prodiga- 
iuy,  which  reaps  when  it  flaould  fow  i  which  de- 
ftroys  the  paft  with  one  hand*  and  the  future  wic^ 
the  other;  which  exhaufts  and  confumes  th* 
flock,  by  anticipating  the  income  i^  that  confufion 
which 
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which  refults  from  the  diftreffea  any  ftatc  muft  *  o,^  '^ 
ncceffarily  be  reduced  to,  that  has  neither  prin-  ^-v— ^ 
ciples   nor  experience,  that  has  power  without 
views,  and  means  without  conduft  1  that  anarch/ 
chat  prevails  at  the  helm ;    that  precipitation, 
chat   caballing    among    inferiors ;    the    impro" 
priecjt,  or  total  want  of  fH-oje£ts ;  on  one  hand 
the   audacity  of  doing  any  thing  with  impu- 
nity i  on  the  other,  the  fear  of  fpeaking  even  for 
the  public  good :    this  concurrence  of  long  fuc-    • 
ceeding  evils  has  throw'n  Granada  into  the  hands 
of  Great  Britain,  which  is  confirmed  in  the  pof- 
fefion  of  this  conqueft  by  the  treaty  of  1763. 

The  Eaglilh  did  not  make  a  fortunate  begin-  Ktew. 
ning.     A  great  number  of  them  rerotvcd  to  b>ppei.ed  ,t 
hare  plantations  upon  an  ifland,  of  which  the  nn^^u 
higheft  opinion  had  previoully  been  formed  i  and  [h.^'aXiaT 
in  their  enthufiafm  they  purchafed  them  for  much  r"""- 
mwc  than  their  real  value.    This  paflion,  which 
cKpelled  the  antient  colonifts,  who  were  inured  to 
the  climate,  drew  thirty-five  or  thirty-fix  millions' 
of  livres  •  out  of  the  mother-country.    This  im- 
prudence was  followed  by  another.  The  new  pro-' . 
prietors,  mi0ed  no  doubt  by  national  pride,  have 
fiibftitmcd  new  methods  to  thofc  of  their  predecef- 
Ibrs.  They  attempted  to  alter  the  mode  of  living     . 
among  their  flaves.     The  Negroes,    who  front 
their  ignorance  are  more  attached  to  their  old 
cuftoms  than  other  men,  revolted.    It  was  found 
necclTary  to  fend  out  troops,  and  to  fhed  blood. 
The    whole  colony  was  filled  with  fufpicions; 

*  Fnim  ii<fsS>573l>  61.  8d.  to  1,500,000!. 

Matters, 
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BOOK.  Matters,  wt>o  h»d  been  un^er.  the  nceeffitf  of 
■im  ,„'  i  ufing  violent  methods,  were  ^frjud  (>f  bciog  burnt 
or  maflacred  in  their  qw|i  habitations,  Tht;  la- 
bours declined,  ttpd  w<re  ev^n. totally  fofpcndcd* 
Tranquillity  was  at  length  reftorfdi,  Wt  it  wa9 
foon  fuccecded  by  a  new  ftora^^ 

Throdohout  the  whole  extent  of  ^hcBncifb 
empire,  the  Roman  Catholics  are  rigoranQy  de- 
prived of  the  Icaft  inBuence  in  public  afiairfr. 
When  the  rainiftry  eftabliHied  the  Engli^  g». 
Tcmment  at  Granada>  they  thought. proper  to  d& 
vtate  from  thefe  generally  receiwtil  principles  9 
and  they  permitted  all  the  aatieoc  Inhabicaoti*  of 
whatever  religion  they  might  be^  to  giv«  thtir 
vote  in  the  aflembttes  of  the  colony;  This  ioaon: 
vatiod  met  with,  tho  nu>&  obftiatue  ra&ftani^:] 
but  at  lal^  parlivnent>  which  had.gotrtd  of  fome 
of  it'9  prejudices,  declared  in  favour  of  the  i^i-^ 
niftration,  and  Catdolica,  »  veil  aa  oihera^  vere 
allowed  to  attend  to  the  commflo  inteteSs  of  ^ 
colony. 

The  predile^ion  which  George  Ili.  had  Qicw'n 
for  the  French,  who  were  become  hii  {ubje&Sf 
made  him  imagine  that  his  commands  woi^d 
tOfsa.  with  no  oppofitton  in  a  fettWment  of  whirtt 
flwy  {till  formed  the  grcatcft  number.  In  fhia 
perfuaQon,  he  ordered  that  the  duty  of  four  and 
a  half  per  ccat.  upon  producftions  or  their  ex^ 
portation,  which,  in  an  excefs.  of  ae^^  all  fhtf 
Sriiifh  i&anda,  except  Jamaica,  had  very  an- 
ciemly  granted,  flwuld  be  bvied  at  Granada. 
The  power. of  doing  this  was  difputed  with  him. 
z  The 
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"Tbc  Ciiufe  was  fqrmaUy  tried,  and  the  decifion  book 
lyas  net  favouiable  to  the  tnooarch.  ■^j^^V.* ' 

This  triumph  slated  the  minds  of  the  co1<Niifts,t 
in  order  to  accelerate  the  cultures,  ihey  had  bor- 
rowed large  fums  from  the  monied  people  of  the 
mother- covQtry.  Thefe.  debts,  which  amaun(ed 
to  50,000,000  of  livres  *,  were  not  paid  at  the 
appointed  time.  The  creditors  had  rccourfe  to 
the  rigour  of  the  law,  which  authorized  them  to 
feize  the  plantations  that  had  been  mortgaged  .to 
them,  to  put  them  up  to  public  fale,  and  to  ex- 
act the  full  value  of  them  eight  months  after. 
This  feverity  fpread  univerfal  confternation.  The 
liegiAatiye  body  of  the  ifland  in  their  defpairj^ 
paifed  a  bill  on  the  6th  of  June  1774,  which  dl* 
■yided  the  value  of  the  acquifition  into  five  pay- 
ments, and  which  protraded  the  laft  payment  to. 
the  term  of  thirty-two  months.  The  fecrct  motive 
of  this  lingular  aft,  y/as  undoubtedly  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  debtors  to  bid  for  their  own 
eftates,  an4  by  this  contrivance  to  procure  them  ' 
delays,  which  they  would  in  vain  have  expefted 
from  the  commiferation  of  their  creditors. 

A  ws^smis  fo  bold  excited  a  tumult  through- 
out England.  It  was  generally  thought  an  inju-r 
riQus  thing,,  that  a  very  finail  part  of  the  empire 
(hoyjd.  arrogate  to  itfclf  a  right  of  annihilating 
engagements  contraftcd  under  the  fanftion  of  a 
law  univerfat^y  eltablifhed,  in  the  good  faitti  of 
trade.  This  indignation  was  conununU;ated 
even  to  the  illantJs  of  America,  which  underftood 
clearly,  that  no  further  credit  could  be  cxpe^«d. 


•a,o83,333l,  6s.  8d. 
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■  $1^  ^  'f  confidence  were  not  fettled  upon  i  firm  bafis. 

t_»v--'  "^tic  Britons  of  the  OM  and  of  the  New  World 
united  in  urging  the  Supreme  Power,  to  repair 
without  delay  this  great  bfeach  made  in  the  im-' 
portant  and  imprefcriptible  right  of  property. 

The  parliament,  whatever  might  be  the  diftrcis 
of  this  valuable  acquifition,  thought  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  people. 

In  1771  and  1775,  St.  Gcoi'ge  was  reduced  to 
aflifcs  by  dreadful  fires.  The  colony  experienced 
other  calamities;  and  notwithftanding  this,  it's 
produflions  have  inct*eafed  threefold  fince  it  camd 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  French,  It  is  become, 
linder  the  other  hemifphere,  the  fecond  of  the 
Englifh  iflands.  It's  licw  mother-country  re- 
ceives from  it  annually  eighteen  milHons  weight 
offugar,  which,  at4.oIivfcs"  the  quintal,  pro- 
duce in  Europe  7,200^000  livrcs  f  ;  one  million 
one  hundred  thoufand  gallons  of  rum,  which,  at 
one  livre  tenfols  J  the  gallon,  produce  1,650,000 
livrcs  i  i  thirty  thoufand  quint^s  of  coffee,  which, 
at  50  livres  §  the  quintal,  produce  1,500,000 
livres  f  t  three  thoufand  quintals  of  cacoa,  which, 
at  50  livres**  the  quintal,  produce  i50,tXx> 
iivresfti  three  hundred  quintals  of  indigo,  which, 
at  800  livrcs  JJ  the  quintal,'  produce  240,000 
livres  HI;   thirteen .  thoufand  quintals  of  cotton, 

•  I !.  131.  4^.  t  300,0001. 

t  ■■■  3<1-  n  68,7sol. 

{  zl.  IS.  ad.  f  62,sool. 

••  2I.  is.8d.  tt  6,1501. 

It  33 1.  6  a.  8d.  Uy  10,0001. 
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^ich  at   150  livres  *    che    quintal,     produce  "  ^*  * 
i>95o*oool'vres-f-J  this  makes  in  all  12,690,000  ^  ">-^ 
livres  J;    but  in  this  revenue   is   included    that 
which  the  Granadines  produce. 
.  TiiESi  are  a  dozen  of  imall  iflands,  fron[i  threo 
to  eight  leagues  in  circumference.     They  do  noc 
afford. a  {ingle  riVei-;  and  yet  the  clinnate  is  verf 
^holefotne.     The  ground  covered  only  with  thin 
bullies;  has  not  been  fcreened  from  the  fun  for 
ihaHy  centuries^  and  it  may  be  cultivated  withouc 
it's  exhaling  at  any  time  thofe  noxious  vapours 
which  ^nerally  attack  the  planters  per|}etQallf 
felfewhete. 

Cabhacov,  the  only  one  df  thefe  jflands  which 
the  French  Ijavc  occupied,  was  at  firft  frequented 
by  turtle  fiJhermch,  who,  in  the  intervals  of  Icifur* 
afforded  them  by  their  occupation,  attempted 
fpme  kinds  of  culture.  Their  fm all  number  was 
ibon  increafed  by  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  o^ 
Qiiadalupe,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  ha- 
biutiotts  by  mifchievous  infers.  Thefe  good 
people,  alTifted  by  eight  or  nine  hundred  Haves, 
employed  themfelvcs  with  fucccfs  in  the  culture 
of  cotton.  This  Ihrub  was  conveyed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  the  other  Granadlne  iflands>  and  they  even 
formed  a  fugar  plantation  at  Bequia>  and  two  ac 
<!)ariacou. 

Tabago,  which  was  acquired  by  Great  Britain  "^-^^ 
at  the  fame  period  and  by  the  fame  treaty,  is  fe-  •hich  «< 
parated  from  the  Spanifli  iOand  of  Trinidad  only  pat  uu 

•  61.  Si.       f  8i,isol«        J  518,750!. 
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*  Sit  "^  by  a  channel  of  nine  leagues  over.    This  poffef-' 
*'^— ^■— '   fion  hath  ten  leagues  in  length  and  four  in  iK*» 
i*«a  the    greateft   breadth.    It  hath  a  harbour  upon   it's 
Si'fVi^,  caft^fn  coaft,  in  which  there  arc  twenty-five  or 
Jjj^J^  '    thirty  feet  of  water,  and  another  on  it's  northern 
'Ukw.         coaft,  which  hath  no  more  than  twenty  or  twenty- 
five.    They  are  both  Iheltered  from  mofi  of  the 
winds,  an  advantage  which  that  on  the  fouth  fide 
doth  not  enjoy.     Among  the   fmall    mountains 
which  occupy  the  center  of  the  ifland,  there  is 
one  more  elevated,  the  black  and  reddilh  colour 
of  which  fecms  to  indicate  the  ruins  of  an'  antient 
volcano.    It  is  not  expofed  to  thofe  dreadful  hur- 
ricanes that  are  fo  deftrudive  in  other  parts.   Fof- 
fibly,  it  owes  this  inellimable  advantage  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  continent. 

Tabago  has  formerly  been  exceedingly  popu- 
lous, if  we  may  credit  fome  traditional  accounts. . 
The  inhabitants  long  withftood  the  fierce  and  fre- 
quent attacks  of  the  favages  from  the  continent, 
who  were  ftubborn  and  irreconcileable  enemies. 
At  length,  wearied  out  with  thefc  inroads,  which" 
were  inceflantly  renewed,  they  difperfed  into  the 
adjacent  iflands. 

That  which  they  had  forfaken  lay  open  to  in- 
vafion  from  Europe,  when  two  hundred  natii'es  of 
Flcffingen  landed  there  in  1632,  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  Dutch  colony.  The  neighbouring  In- 
dians joined  with  the  Spaniards  of  the  ifland  of  Tri- 
nidad, to  oppofe  an  eftablifliment  that  gave  um- 
brage to  both.  Whoever  attempted  to  flop  their 
fury,  was  murdered  or  taken  prifoneri  and  the 

few 
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few  who  cfcaped  into  the  Woods  foon  deferted  the  *  ^  ^ 
iflandi  u-y-Lj 

■  For  twenty  yeirs  the  Dutch  forgot  a  fettlcment 
which  was  only  noted  for  the  difafters  of  it's  origin. 
In  1654^  a  frelh  colony  was  fent  there>  which  was 
driven  away  in  1666.  The  Englifh  were  foon  de*- 
prived  of  this  conqueft  by  the  French;  but  Lewis 
XIV.  fatisfied  with  having  conquered  it,  rellored  ic 
to  his  ally  the  republic  of  Holland.  This  fettle- 
nient  fucceeded  no  better  than  the  other  colonies 
of  that  commercial  nation  that  were  eng^ed  in 
agriculture.  The  motives  that  determine  fomany 
perfons  from  other  countries  to  go  to  America, 
ought  never  to  have  influenced  the  Dutch.  Their 
own  country  affords  every  poffibic  advantage  for 
trade,  and  they  have  no  need  to  go  abroad  to  make 
their  fortune.  A  happy  toleration,  purchafed  like 
their  liberty,  V'th  rivers  of  blood,  hath  at  length 
left  the  confciences  of  all  men  free  i  fo  that  no  re- 
ligious fcruples  can  induce  timorous  minds  to  ba- 
nilh  theftifelves  from  their  native  country.  The 
government  makes  fuch  ample  proviflon  for  the 

'  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor,  that  none  arc 
driven  by  defpair  to  go  and  clear  a  foreign  land 

■  which  ufually  deftroys  the  firft  cultivators.  Ta- 
bago,  therefore,  never  had  more  than  laoo 
men,  employed  in  the  culture  of  a  little  to- 
bacco, cotton  and  indigo,  and  of  fix  fugar  plant- 
ations. 

The  colony  was  confined  to  this  fcanty  exertion 

of  induftry,  when  it  was  attacked  by  the  very  fame 

nation  that  had  rertored  it  to  it's  former  rights  of 

poffeflion  and  property.  In  the  month  of  February  . 

.  Bba  1677, 
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■  o  o  Kr  1677,  a  French  fleet,  deftincdto  fcize  upon  Ta- 
Wy'^>  bago,  fell  in  with  the  Dutch  fleet  that  was  fent 
out  to  oppofe  this  expedition.  They  engaged  iri 
one  of  the  roads  of  the  ifland,  wtiich  became  fa- 
mous for  this  memorable  aftion  in  an  age  abound- 
,  ing  with  great  events.  The  obriinacy  and  va- 
lour on  both  fides  was  fuch,  that  the  fight  ftill  con- 
Qnued}  when  every  Utip  was  difmalted,  and  un- 
rigged, and  no  failors  left  10  work  them.  The  en- 
gagement did  not  ccafc  till  twelve  veffels  were 
burnt,  and'a  great  number  were  funk.  The  aflail- 
ers  lofl:  the  feweft  meni  and  the  defendants 
kept  pofleffion  of  the  ifland. 

But  d'Eftrees,  who  was  determined  to  take  it, 
landed  there  the  fame  year  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber. There  was  then  no  fleet  to  obftrufl:  or  retard 
his  prt^refs.  A  bomb  throw'n  from  his  camp, 
blew  up  their  powder  magazine.  This  proved,  as 
it  generally  does,  a  decifive  ftroke;  and  the  ene- 
my, unable  to  refift,  furrcndcrcd  at  difcretion. 
The  conquerors  availed  ihemfelves  to  the  utmofl: 
of  the  right  of  war :  not  content  with  razing  the 
fortifications,  they  burnt  the  plantations,  feized 
Itpon  allthefhips  in  the  harbour,  and'tranfported 
the  inhabitants  from  the  ifland.  The  conqueft 
of  tMs  place  was  fecured  to  France' by  the  peace 
that  foon  followed  an  aftlon,  in  which  defeat  was 
attended  with  no  marks  of  difgrace,  and  viftory 
with  no  advantage.1 

The  court  of  Verfailles  ncglefled  this  import- 
ant ifland  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  ilot  to  fend  a  Angle 
man  thither.  Perhaps,  in  the  intoxication  of  falfe 
grandeur,  they  beheld  with  indifference  whatever 
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was  merely  ufeful.   They  even  dntirtaihftd  an  un-i  '  ^^  *■ 

favourable  opinion  of  Tabago>  and  imagined  it  v.-vi^PM» 

Was  only  a  barren  rock.   This  error  gained  ground 

from  the  behaviour  of  the  French,  who,  finding 

themfelves  too  numerous  at  Martinico,  w^ nt  over 

to  the  illandsof  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Dbmit 

nica.    Thefe  were  precarious  poffeffions,  and  the  ' 

ibil  of  which  was  of  an  indifferent  quality.  Could 

they  poffibly  have  been  preferred  to  an  ifland  where 

the  land  was  better^  and  the  property  incontcftable? 

Such  was  the  reafoning  of  a  government,  which 

was  not  then  iutliciently  enlightened  concerning 

the  trade  and  plantations  of  the  colonies,  to  difcern 

.the  true  motives  6f  this  diQlke  the  fubjefts  had  to 

Tabago. 

An  infant  colony,  efpecially  when  it  is  founded 
with  (lender  means,  cannot  fubfift  without  imme- 
diate aOiftance.  It  cannot  make  any  progrefs  but 
in  proportion  as  it  finds  confumption  for  it's  firft 
produflions.  Thefe  arc  generally  of  a  common 
fort,  are  not  worth  the  expcnces  of  exportation  to 
any  diftance,  and,  therefore,  will  fcarce  fell  but 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  ought  infenCbly,  and 
by  moderate  profits,  to  lead  to  the  undertaking  of 
thofe  great  cultures  which  are  the  objeA  of  com- 
merce between  Europe  and  the  Leeward  Iflands* 
But  Tabago  was  too  remote  from  the  French  fet- 
tlements,  to  attract  inhabitants  by  fuch  a  grada- 
tion of  fuccefs.  Lefa  fruitful  iflands,  that  were 
nearer  to  their  refourcos*  Were  preferred. 

Thb  low  condition  into  which  it  was  fallen,  did 

f»ot  prevent  it  from  attrafting  the  attention  of 

JBngtaad.    That  fM«ud  iOandj  which  thinks  h.r ■ 

B  h  3  i^l. 
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"  XIV  ^  ^'^^^  ^^^  qu«n  of  all  others,  bccaufc  fhe  is  the  moft 
<_-y^  Aourifliing,  pretended  to  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  that  of  Tabago,  becaufe  it  had  once  been  in 
her  poitcffion  for  fix  months.  Her  forces  have 
conBrmed  her  pretenfionit  j  and  the  peace  of  1763, 
has  juftified  the  fuccefs  of  her  arms,  by  ceding  to 
her  a  pofieHion,  which  Ihe  will  turn  to  better  ac«- 
count  than  the  French  ever  did. 
Pin  fcr  Almost  all  the  fctcietnents  in  the  Antilles  haye 
S^IaIo'  proved  fatal  to  the  firft  colonifts,  who  afting  by 
iiiudi.  chance. in  times  of  little  experience,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  mother- country,  committed 
perpetual  blunders.  Their  avidity  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  follow  the  method  of  the  natives, 
■who,  to  abate  the  influence  of  a  conftanffcorch- 
ing  fun,  ufcd  to  feparatc  the  fmall  parcels  of 
land  which  they  were  forced  to  clear,  with  large 
ipaces  covered  with  trees  and  fliady  thickets. 
Thcfe  favagcs,  inftrufted.by  experience,  fixed 
■their  dwellings  in  the  middle  of  the  woods,  to 
■  preferve  thcmfclves  from  the  quick,  and  dan- 
gerous exhalations  of  a  ground  nejvly  turned 
up. 

'  .The  deftroyers  of  this  prudent  people,  being 
too  eager  after  their  profits,  neglected  this  method 
'  as  too  flow }  and'beinginapatient  to  cultivate  all, 
•  precipitately  cut  down  whole  forefts.  Thick  va- 
pours infimediately  arofe  from  the  ground,  which 
was  heated,  for  the  firft  time,  by  the  rays  of  the 
fun.  Thefe  incrcafed  as  the  earth  was  ftirred  up 
for  fowing  and  planting.  Their  malignant  par- 
ticles infinuated  themfelves  into  every  pore,  and 
every  organ  of  the  hofbandman  i  who,  by  hard 
l^boiir, 
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febour,  was  conftantly  kept  in  a  proFufe  perTpi-  ' 
ration.  The  circulation  of  the  fluids  was  iloppcd, 
all  the  vifcera  were  dilated^  che  body  fwelled,  the 
ftomach  couLd  no  longer  perfurm  it's  fuoftions, 
and  death  enfued.  Thofe  who  efcaped  thcfe  pcf-^ 
tilentia]  influences  by  day>  loft  their  lives  by  lleep- 
ing  in  huts  haftily  run  up  upon  a.freOi  foil,  where 
vegetation  was  coo  aftivei  and  fo  unwholefome, 
that  it  confumcd  the  men  before  it  could  nourifh: 
the  plants. 

.  FiioM  thefe  obfervations  it  appcars>  that  the 
following  would  be  the  belt;  plan  .which  could  be 
purfued  in  the  eftablifhing  of  a  new  colony.  At 
our  flrft  arrival,  it  fhould  be  obferved  what  windt 
are  moll  prevalent  in  the  Archipelago  of  America, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  they  blow  regularly  from 
the  fouth-eaft  and  north-eaft.  If  we  were  at  li- 
berty to  chufe,  zfld  met  with  no  obllacle  from  the 
oature  of  the  ground,  we  Ihould  take  care  not  ta 
fix  on  the  leeward  fide,  left  the  wind  fliould  be- 
continually  bringing  to  us  the  vapours  of  the  new- 
tilled  grounds,  and  infeft,  from  the  exhalations  of 
the  new  plantations,  a  piece  of  land  chat  might 
have  been  puriBed  in  time.  Our  colony  (hould, 
therefore,  be  founded  on  the  windward  flde  of 
whatever  country  we  mean  to  cultivate.  Firlt,  all 
the  habitations  fliould  be  built  in  the  woodsi  and  - 
not  a  tree  be  fufTered  to  be  felled  about  them. 
The  woods  are  wholefonie ;  the  refrelhing  fliad9 
they  afibrd,  and  the  coot  air  wie  breathe  in  them, 
even  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  are  a  prefervativ? 
9gainft  that  exceffive  perfpiratioii,  wiiich  is  the 
defliruftion  of  nioft  Europeans,  by  the  drynefs  and 
B  b  4  acrimony 
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?  ^.y  ^  acrimony  of  an  inflammable  blood,  deprived  pficW 
l^-vk.««  fluid  parts.  Fires  fhould  be  kept  in  the  huts  atj^ 
night,  to  dtTpcl  any  noxious  air  chac  might  Have 
entered.  This  cuftom,  which  is  conftint)^  prac- 
fifed  in  fome  parts  of  Africa,  would  be  as  luccofs- 
ful  in  America,  confidering  the  analogy  beiween 
|hc  two  climates. 

AvTiR  having  taken  thefe  precautions,    we 

I  fnight  begin    to   cut   down    the   woods  j  biit   \t 

Jbould  be  at  lead  at  fifty  toilcs  di  lance  from  the 

huts.     When  the  ground  is  laid  bare,  the   Haves 

&ould  not  be   fent  out  to   their  work  till   ter» 

o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  the  lun  has  had 

time  to  divide  the  vapours,  and  the  wind  to  drive 

them  away.     The  four  hours  lo(l  after  fun-rife^i 

vould    be   fully    compenfated    by    fparing    the 

ftrength  of  the  labourers,  and  by-  the  prefervatioD 

of  the  human  race.  This  attention  Ibould  be  coa- 

tinued  as  long  as  any  lands  arc  clearing  or  fow^ 

jog,  til)  the  ground  was  thoroughly  purged  and 

fettled)  when  the  colonifta  might  ix  allowed  to 

Sz  upon  ii,  and  be  employed  without  the  leaft 

ftpprchenfions  at  all  hours  in  the  day.     Expc* 

jicnce  has  already  juftified  the  neceffity  crfall  thefo 

meafures. 

S!lSl'*"J!r        T"*  Englifli  and  their  flaves  not  having  fol- 

cn|i>ibb.n   lowed  the  plan  we  have  been  tracing,  periflied 

T.b.g<.,  fM    in  great  numbers  at  Tabago,    though   moft  of 

^Ki*  f4*ai  tHem  came  there  together  from  the  neighbouring 

^hUh'«r  toldniw*     Enlightened  by  this  difaftcr,  they  fei- 

h«e  j«ft      tied  to  windward  of  the  iflaird,  and  death  ceafed 

r.    .-;  !     it's  ravages.     The  cuftom  which  the  Britifii  go- 

Wramcac  have  of  filing  the  foil  o(  the  iflands^ 

' "  "  ''" '■  ■  ^    ■     ■■-'-■'-.     ^^^ 
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and  the  formalittcs  infcparable  from  fiich  a  fyftem,  f  2iv  " 
retarded  the  formation  of  a  fettlemetit,  which  by  ^-yL^ 
purfuing  other  maxims,  perhaps  lets  prudent, 
might  have  been  begun  immediately  after  the 
peace.  It  was  not  till  1766,  that  fourteen  ihou- 
fand  acres  of  ground  were  allotted  and  divided 
jnto  fhares  of  five  hundred  acres  each.  New  al- 
lotments were  afterwards  made,  but  no  planter 
was  ever  allowed  10  purchafc  more  than  one 
Piarc. 

The  ifland,  the  foil  of  which  hath  been  found 
too  fandy,  is  .yet  inhabited  only  by  four  hundred 
white  people  and  eight  thoufand  Negroes.  They 
jwcre  flopped  in  the  beginning  of  their  career  by 
anis,  who  have  devoured  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
ifugar  canes  which  have  been  already  planted.  The 
forty  thoufand  quintals  of  fogar  which  were  ga- 
thered from  thirty  plantations  have  been  reduced 
fo  one  half.  This  void  hath  been  filled  up  -by 
cottott,  the  crop  of  which  is  eight  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  weight,  and  by  indigo,  which  yields 
twelve  thoufand  pounds.  St.  Vinccnc  hath  not 
experienced  a  fin:iilar  calamity. 

When  the  Englifli  and  French,  who  for  fonrtc  ^^  •' 
years  had  been  ravaging  the  Windward  Iflands,  of  suvin. 
began  to  give  fome  confiftence  to  their  fcttlements,  **"' 
in  the  year  ;66o,  they  agreed  that  Dominica  and 
St.  Vincent  fliould  be  left  to  the  Caribs  as  their 
jpcopcrty.     Some  of  thcfe  favages,  who  till  then 
had  been  difperfrd,  retired  into  the  fb^er,    and 
the  greater  partinto  the  latter.     There  thefe  milci 
and  moderate  men,  lovers  of  peace  and  filence, 
Ji«d  in  the  woods,  in  fcattered  familic?,  under  the 
guidance 
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'  Siv.  ^  giuidancc  of  an  old  man,  whom  his  age  alone  bad 
*  V  — '  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  ruler.  The  dominioo 
pafled  fucccflively  into  every  family,  where  the 
oldeft  always  became  king,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
guide  and  father  of  the  nation.  Thcfe  ignorant 
favages  were  ftill  unacquainted  with  the  fublime 
9rt  of  fubduing  and  governing  men  by  force  of 
arms;  ofinaflacring  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
togetpoflefliop  of  their  landsi  of  granting  to  the 
conquerors  the  property,  and  to  the  conq^uered 
the  labours  of  the  conquered  country;  and  in 
procefs  of  time,  of  depriving  both  of  the  rights 
and  the  fruit  of  their  toil  by  arbitrary  taxes. 

Ths  popuUnon  of  thcfe  children  of  nature  was 
fuddenly  augmented  by  a  race  of  Africans,  whofe 
origin  was  never  pofitively  afcertained.  It  is  faid, 
that  a  (hip  carrying  Negroes  fot  fale,.  foundered  oa 
the  coaft  of  St.  Vincent;  andthellavfywhoefcaped 
the  wreck,  were  received  as  brf thrpn  by  the 
iajr^es.  Others  pretend  that  thcfe  Negroes  were 
.deferters,  who  ran  aw^y  from  the  plantations  of 
the  neighbouring  colonies.  A  third  tradition  fays, 
that  this  foreign  race  comes  from  the  Blacks  whom 
the  Carib&  took  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  firft 
wars  between  thofc  Europeans,  and  the  Indiaiis« 
If  we  may  credit  Du  Terirc,  the  moft  antient 
\liiftorian,  who  has  written  %n  account  of  the  Aa^ 
lilies,  thofe  terrible  favages,  who  were  fa  inve- 
terate Bgaiijft  their  mafters*  fparcd  the  cap- 
tive llavesjbroi^ht  them  home,  and  reftored  them 
to  liberty  that  they  might  enjoy  life,  that  is,  thp 
coounon  blefllngs  (^  nature,  which  no  man  has 
»  right; 
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3  right  to  withhold  from  any  of  his  fellow-crea-   *  0°  ^ 
tures.  V^-^r*-* 

Their,  kipdnefs  did  not  ftop  here:  for  by 
whatever  chance  thcfe  ftrangers  were  brought  into 
the  iflandj  the  proprietors  of  it  gave  thetn  theif 
daughters  in  marriage  j  and  the  race  that  fprang 
from  this  'mixture,  were  called  black  Caribs.  They 
have  preferved  more  of  the  primitive  colour  ©f 
their  fathers,  than  of  the  lighter  hue  of  their  mo- 
thers. The  red  Caribs  arc  of  a  low  Itaturej  the 
black  Caribs  tall  and  ftout;  and  this  doubly  favage 
race  fpeak  with  a  vehemence  that  fecms  to  rctm- 
ble  anger. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  fome  differences  The  uikd 
arofe  between  the  two  nations.    The  people  of  Ften'eb  ac 
Martinico  perceiving  this,  refolved  totakcailvan-  fj^^^i"^ 
tage  of  their  diviOons,  and  raife  thcmfelves  on  the  p"'"  '^ 
ruins  of  both  parties.    Their  pretence  was,  that  m  mti  tt» 
the  black  Caribs  gave  flielter  to  the  flaves  who  ,a^     '^ 
deferted  from  the  French  iflands.    Impofture  is 
.always  productive  of  injuftice.     Thofe  who  were 
falfely  accufed,  were  afterwards  attacked  without 
rcafon.     But  the  fmallnefs  of  the  numbers  fent  out 
^ainftthemj  thejealoufy  of  thofe  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  command  the  expedition ;  the  defe£tioa 
of  the  red.  C^'''hs,   who  refufed  to  fupply  fuch 
dangei^us  allies  with  any  of  the  fuccours  they  had 
promifed  ihem    to  a&  againft  their  rivals;  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  fubfiftence  1  the  impoflibi- 
lityof  coming  up  with  enemies  who  kept  them- 
felves  concealed  in  woods  and  mountains:  all  thefe 
fircumftanccs  confpircd  to  difconccrt  this  rafli  and 
violent  cnterprife.    It  was  obliged  to  be  given  iip, 
after 
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9  oo  K  after  the  tofeoTrntny  raluable  lives  i  but  the  tn- 
V-iv--'  umph  the  favages  obtained,  did  not  prevent  them 
from  fueing  for  peace  as  fuppHants.  They  even 
invited  the  French  to  come  and  live  with  them, 
fwearing  fincere  friendfhip  and  inviolabk  concord. 
The  propofal  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  next  year, 
>7i9»  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Martinico  re- 
moved to  St.  Vincent. 

The  firft  who  came  thither  fettled  peaceably, 
not  only  with  the  confent,  but  by  the  aOiftance  of 
the  red  Caribs.  This  fuccefs  induced  others  to 
follow  their  example ;  but  thefe,  whether  from 
jealoufy,  or  fome  other  motive,  taught  the  favagcs  a 
fatal  fccret.  That  people,  w4io  knew  of  no  pro- 
perty but  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  becaufe  they  are 
the  reward  of  labour,  learnt  with  adonilfament, 
that  they  could  fell  the  earth  itfelf,  which  they  bad 
always  looked  upon  as  belonging  to  mankind  in 
general.  This  knowlege  induced  them  to  mea>  . 
fure  and  fix  boundaries  i  and  from  that  tnftaot 
peace  and  happinefs  were  banifhed  from  their 
ifland.  The  partition  of  lands  occafioned  divi- 
Cons  amongft  men.  The  following  were  the  caufes 
pf  the  revolution  produced  by  the  fyftem  of  uf«r" 
pation. 

When  the  Frcnph  came  to  St.  Vincent,  they 
brought  (laves  along  with  them,  to  clear  and  till 
the  ground.  The  black  Cftrtbs,  fhocked  at  the 
thoughts  of  refembling  men  who  were  degraded 
by  flavery,  and  fearing  that  fome  time  or  other 
their  colour,  which  betrayed  their  origin,  might 
be  made  a  pretence  for  enflaving  them,  took  re-, 
fuge  in  the  thic^gft  parts  of  the  f^reft.  In  this 
.  fituatioQ. 
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fitaatioo,  m  order  to  imprint  an  indeliblt  maHc  of  ^  J^  * 
dfftinftion  upon  their  tribe,  that  might  be  a  per*  ^*  y  ■  * 
petual  token  of  their  independence,   they  fiat^ 
.  tencd  the  foreheat^  of  all  their  children  as  foon  as 
they  were  born.     The  men  and  women,  whofe 
heads  could  not  bend  to  this  ftrange  {hapcj  dared 
no  longer  appear  In  public  without  this  vitibld     ' 
fign  of  freedom.     The  next  generation  appeared 
as  a  new  race.    The  flat-headed   Caribs,    who 
were  nearly  of  the,  fame  age,  tall  proper  men, 
hardy  and  fierce,  came  and  creAed  huts  by  the 
fta-fide. 

THEr  no  fooneP  knew  the  price  which  the  Eu- 
ropeans fet  upon  the  lands  they  inhabited,  than 
they  claimed  a  fliare  with  the  other  iflanders. 
This  rifing  fpirit  of  covetoufnefs  was  at  firft  ap^ 
peafed  by  fome  pnrfents  of  brandy,'  and  a  few 
iRtbr«.  But  not  content  with  th,cft,  they  foon  de- 
manded flre-arms,  as  the  red  Caribs  had ;  and  at 
laft  they  were  defirous  of  having  their  fhare  in  al! 
future  fales  of  land,  and  likewife  in  the  produce  of 
paft  fales.  Provoked  at  being  denied  a  part  in 
this  brotherly  repartition,  they  formed  into  a  fepa- 
iue  tribe,  fworc  never  niore  to  aflbciate  with  the 
red  Caribs,  chofc  a  chief  of  their  own,  and  de- 
clared war. 

The  numbers  of  the  combatants  might  be 
equal,  but  their  ftrength  was  not  fo.  The  black 
Caribs  had  every  advantage  over  the  red,  that  in- 
dul^ry,  valour,  and  boldnels,  .mud  foon  acquii'e 
over  a  weak  habit  and  a  timorous  difpofition*  But 
that  fpirit  of  equity,  which  is  feldom  deficient  ill 
favagesj  made  the  conqueror  confenc  to  fliare 
4  •-  with 
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*  ^y  ^  with  the  vanquiOied  all  the  territory  Ip'ng  to  the 
M— tf-w  leeward*    It  was  the  only  one  which  both  par- 
ties were  defirous  of  pofleQtngt   becaufe  there 
they  wcic  fure  of  receiriilg  prefents  from   the 

French. 

The  bliick  Csribs  gain^  tiothing  by  the  agree-* 
meat  which  they  thcmfelvea  had  draw'n  up^  The 
new  planters  who  came  to  the  illand,  always  land- 
ed and  fettled  near  the  red  Caribs,  where  the 
coaft  was  mod:  accefTible.  This  preference  roui^ 
ed  that  enmity  which  was  but  ilt-extinguilhed. 
The  war  broke  out  again.  The  red  Caribs,  who 
were  always  beaten,  retired  to  windward  of  the 
idand.  Many  took  to  their  canoes,  and  went 
over  CO  the  continent,  or.  to  Tabagoj  and  the 
few  that  remained,  lived  feparace  from  the  Blacks. 

The  black  Caribs,  conquerors  and  mafters  of 
all  the- leeward  coaftj  required  of  the  Europeans 
that  they  Qiould  again  buy  the  lands  they  had  al- 
j-eady  purchafed.  A  Frenchman  attempted  to 
fhcw  the  deed  of  his  purchafe  of  Ibme  land  which 
be  had  bought  of  a  red  Carib ;  /  kneto  net,  fays 
ablackCarib,  what  thy  paper /ays  i  but  read  what 
is  -written  on  wy  arrow,  Ibere  you  may  fee.,  in 
cbaraSers  which  do  not  lie,  that  if  you  do  not  give 
me  what  I  demand,  I  will  go  and  burn  your  heu/e 
to-night.  In  this  manner  did  a  people  who  had. 
not  learnt  to  read,  argue  with  thofe  who.derived 
fuch  confequence  from  knowing  how  to  write. 
They  made  ufe  of  the  right  of  force,  with  as 
much  aflurance,  and  as  little  remorfe,  as  if  they 
had  been  acquainted  with  divine,  political,  and 
civil  right. 

Time, 
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Time,  which  brings  on  a  change  of  meafures  ^  xiv.^ 
w?th  a  change  of  intcrefts,  put  an  end  to  thefc  w.-^— irf 
difturbanceS.  The  French  became,  in  their  turn, 
the  ftrongcft.  They  no  longer  fpent  their  time 
in  breeding  poultry,  and  cuhivating  vegetables, 
caflava,  maize,  and  tobacco,  in  order  to  fell  them 
at  Martinico.  In  lefs  than  twenty  years,  more 
important  cultures  employed  eight  hundred  white 
men,  and  three  ihoufand  Blacks.  Such  was  the 
fituation  of  St.  Vincent  when  it  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Englilhi  and  was  fecurcd  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  1763. 

This  ifland,  which  may  have  forty  leagues  in   ^''/^^ 
circumference.    Is  mountainous,   but  interfered  thehuMtiof 
by  excellent  vallies,  and  watered  by  a  few  rivers,  s'uu  or  ihe 
It  was  in  the  weftern  part  of  it  that  the  French  ^IdT*"^ 
had  begun  the  culture  of  cacao  and  of  cotton,  "'^ 
and  had  made  confiderable  advances  in  that  of 
coffee.    The  conquerors  formed  there  fome  fugar 
plantations.    The  impofiibility    of   multiplying 
them  upon  an  uneven  foil,  which  is  full  of  ra-    - 
vines,    made  them   dcfirous  of  occupying .  the 
plains  towards  the  Eafl;.    The  favages,  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  refufed  to  quit  them  j    and 
rccourfe  was  had  to  arms  to  compel  them  to  it. 
The  refinance  which  they  oppofed  to  the  thunders 
of  European  tyranny,  was  not,    and  could  nor 
poflibly  be  maintained  without  great  difficulty. 

Ak    officer  was   meafuring  out   the  grOund' 

which  had  juft  been  taken  polTellion  of,  when 

the  detachment  that  accompanied  him  was  unex- 

peftedly  actackedj  and  almoft  totally  deftroyed, 

7  on 
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■  3,r  *  o^'Ik  »5rl»  of  MmcH  1775.    It  was  general/ 

'lT"  1 1*   believed  tliat  the  unfortuiuce  perTons  who  k»d 

juft  been  deprived  of  cheir  pofleflions,  were  the 

authors  of  this  violeacc}    and  the  troopc  piie 

tbemfelves  in  motion  to  dcftroy  them. 

FoRTuMATELy,  it  wu  determined  in  time^ 
that  the  Caribs  were  innocent  {  that  they  had 
taken  or  maffacred  feveral  fugitive  Haves  who 
Kad  been  guilty  of  fuch  cruelties ;  and  that  thef 
bad  fwor'n  ooc  to  (top  tUl  they  had  purged  the 
ifland  of  thofti  vagabonds,  whofe  enormities  were 
-  often  innputed  to  them.  In  order  to  confirm  the. 
fav^es  in  this  refoluuon>  by  the. allurement  of 
rewards,  the  legillaciye  body  palTed  a  bill  tb 
infure  a  gratuity  of  five  moides>  or  iiolivres*^ 
to  any  one  who  ihould  bring  the  head  of  i 
Negro,  who  IhouJd  have  defected  within  thrc« 
months. 

Great  Britain  hftth  noc  hitherto  gained  taf 
great  advantage  from  thefe  barbarkied.  St.  Vkl- 
cent  ftill  reckons  00-mtire  than  five  hundred  white 
men*  And  feven  or  eight  thouf^od  Negpocs^ 
Their  labours  yield  no  more  than  twelve  hundred 
qui^it^s  of  cottont  fix  millions  weight  of  ver^ 
Bne  fugar,  and  three  hundred  and  fixty  thotdaml 
gaitotts  of  rum;  Thefe  produ&ions  grow  upoa  i 
icry  light  kind  of  foil,  *ud  which  for  thtt  pea£>n; 
it  is  thought,  will  be  foon  exhauAicd.  Thg  i»  aiK 
OpinioB  generdly  received  in  America  |.  aad  it 
^iU  be  proper  to  euoiiiie  whetha  h  be  inA 
founded^ 

"lU  »'   . 
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tjNDouBTBDLY>  tfac  raiQS  which  fall  in  torrents  *  ^y_  * 
^pon  a  brbben  countryj  muft  more  readilf  carry  ^-'■vi'"i 
away  a  fandy  foil  than  a  clayey  one,  che  particles 
of  which  Ifaall  adhere  more  ftrongly  to  each  other; 
But  is  it  luiderftood  io  what  manaer  a  foil  can  be 
i?xhauftcd  ?  Can  Jc  be  by  the  lofs  of  tfiofc  earthy' 
parciclesi  into  which  the  plants  it  produces  are  at 
length  reduced,  and  of  which  it  fccms  to  be  de- 
privedi  when  the  plants  do  not  rot  upon  the  fpoc 
where  they  have  been  cultivated  f  In  anfwer  ti 
this,  it  is  proved  from  the  experiments  of  Van 
Helmont,  that  plants  do  not  take  sway  any  fen- 
ftble  weiglic  from  the  foilj  and  that  it  is  the 
moifture  with  which  the  earth  is  watered,  chat  is 
the  only  caufe  of  vegetation;  If  this  eihaufting^ 
t>f  the  foil  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  the  lofs  of 
the  falts  which  it  furnilbcs  for  the  fujccefllve 
growth  of  the  plants,  it  is  equally  proved,  by 
the  numerous  experimencfi  of  M.  Tilletj  and  of 
fevcral  other  natural  philofophetS}  that  the 
ground  is  nothing  more  than  a  matrix^  in  which 
the  germina  of  plants  receive  their  growth, 
which  they  feem  only  to  derive  from  heat  and 
^moifture;  All  thefe  experiments  collefted,  fcem 
alio  to  pi^ove,  that  the  water  alonci  whether  con- 
veyed by  natural  or  artificial  nricans,  cont^ns  all 
the  falts,  and  all  the  principles  thut  are  to  concur 
in  produciiig  this  growth. 

Let  us  therefore  content  ourfelves  with  faying, 
that  fuch  or  Aich  a  fpecies  of  earth  may  be 
more  or  lefs  eafily  put  into  a  ftate  fit  to  receive 
and  to  preferve  the  quantity  of  water  ncceffary 
for  completing  vegetation.     The  moft  trifling  la- 

VoL;  VI.  C  c  labour 
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^  XIV  "^  l*t>our  ftin  up  a  light  foil :  it  is  dien  cafily  pene- 
immm^^  tfatcd  by  the  Qighteft  rain:  but  a  hard  raia 
prcflcs  it  together,  and  the  fun  eafily  raifing  the 
moifturc,  which  in  this  ftate  of  fKMnprelfion  it 
could  only  mibibe  to  a  very  little  depth,  dcprivcii  - 
it  of  the  only  fpecies  of  nourithment  which  it 
furnilhed  to  the  plant,  and  without  which  the 
plant  could  not  fubUft.  Kevenhclefs,  the  leafoo 
is  not  called  in  queftion ;  and  much  le6  the  ig- 
norance of  him  who  knows  not  how  to  moderate 
it's  effe^s.  Prejudice  determines  the  fnil  to  be 
exhaufted  and  ruined.  In  future,  it  is  worked 
only  with  regret,  and  confequently  very  ill.  It 
is  abandoned,  while  nothtng'more  was  wanting, 
than  a  proper  fpecies  of  culture  to  enrich  the 
proprietor  who  neglects  it. 

A  SOMEWHAT  Icfs  dcgrcc  of  friability  confti- 
tutes  what  is  called  a  ftrong  foil,  which  requires 
more  tillage,  and  of  a  more  laborious  nature  i 
but  when  once  it  is  prepared,  manured,  and  wa- 
tered, the  llitF  foil  preferves  for  a  much  longer 
time  it's  moiflure,  which  is  a  nccelTary  vehicle 
of  the  falts,  whether  they  be  continually  con-' 
Tcyed,  and  fuccefTively  renewed  by  the  rains,  or  by 
artificial  watering. 

Of  what  ufc  then,  it  will  be  fald,  is  dung?  It 
fcrvcs  to  raife  up  more  eafily,  and  more  gene- 
rally, tlie  foil,  by  the  fermentation  which  it  ex- 
cites in  i',  and  to  keep  it  for  a  longer  time  rwfcd 
and  fupplied,  either  by  it's  active  particles,  which 
can  only  unfold  themfelves  gradually  in  the 
compact  foils,  fuch  as  thofe  of  the  fccond  fpecies,- 
which  are  divided  by  heating  them,  or  by  it's 
a    -  oily 
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^itjf  pahiel^s;  which  ftrttenirig  tifc  iotf  of  the  fiHV  *  ojo  « 
i^ctes,  retain  in  itj  for  a  longed  rime,  tht  irnoiffiirc   <-^^i^-*^ 

«f''i«*S''j>iit«iflee  woaM  foon^allow- **  ctfip&.   ■' 

T)(rwbi'' tfierefore,  prdpetly  applied,  dnd  ad- 
fcfrding^-Wlt's  qmlicy, 'partly  fupplies  the  pl^cC 
of  tillagt'i  'bufcatl  tillage  fiipply  the  pfdce  of 
dung?  'Wi^^ arc  rfti^lined  to  think  it  woi^d  liot  {ot 
tlghi:'rt)il5j  wfiifh,  fortunately,  require  tmt  little 
dunging;  but  we  believe  it  would  in  ftrong  foils, 
aiitf  theft  require  a  great  deal  of  dung.  '  But  ho- 
tHngi:ahXupbly  the- place  of  rainj  w^ibH,  in 
Anicrftra,  iHien  it  is  plctoifal,  renders  all  the  foils 
ficarly  tqoal.  "  Some  fruits  brought  forward  by 
the  feiifoir;  rot  in  the  mtoft'  excellent  foils:  but 
almoft'airof'therh  arrive-at  perfection  irv  the  moft 
ordinary  foily.  In  America  there  is  no  rainy 
fcafod  vrfiich'  is  "not  fruitful  j  whilcj  in  a  dry 
fefon,  tfte  income  diminiflics  fomctimes  by  one 

hair.--'    ■ 

'TiTE  only  objeft  that  deferves  the  attention  of 
tHe  irth'ibitants  of  St.  Vincent's,  as  wellas  of  all 
perfons'*ho  are  in  polTcffion  of  a  light  foil,  iti 
whatever  zone  itmay  be  fituated,  muft  therefore  be 
to  fix  thflirplantations  upon  their  loweft  mountains', 
to  prefer  the  culture  offuch  plants  as  will  cover  the 
foil  foorfefr,  and  will  leave  it  Icis  expofcd  to  the  im- 
mediate (hock  of  heavy  rains,  which  cofnprefs  ic 
more  and  more  when  it  is  not  tilled;  and  which  drag 
it  away  whert  it  is  prepared ;  to  chuie  cfpecially, 
that  plan  of  cultivation,  which,  while  it  fhall  not 
cobnteraft  the  efforts  of  the  plant  too  much,  fhall 
fuppiy  it  with  a  degree  of  growth  ncceffary  to 
C  c  2  defend 
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'  ^,  "'  defend  the  foil,  «  the  t'lmfi  when-  tc  ftafids  moft. 
Wv--'  io  need  ^  ic,,ia  that  feafon  when  h  would  be 
io  dapgcr  of  being  if  ripped,  is  preceT^  of  time, 
down  to  the  faod.  While  the  foil  ihtU  renuun 
cQvered  with  anjr  kind  of  earth,  we  need  not  feat- 
it's  being  barren.  The  foil  wMch  hath  once  been 
fufficient  for  the  nutrition  of  any  plant,  when 
brought  into  it's  ptimitlve  ftace  by  the  care  of 
the  cultivator,  will  for  ever  be  fufficient  for  the 
fame  purpofcs. 
cjot  Bri'  DoMiMiCA  was  inhabited  by  it'a  own  duldrcn, 
poflWonaf  In  173*  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  Carxbs 
Djminiti.  ^erc  found  there,- dilhibuted  in  thirty-two  car- 
bees  j  and  three  hundred  and  forty-nioe  Fccncb- 
men  occupied  a  part  of  the  coaft,  which  the 
lavages  had  left  to  thena.  Thefe  Europeans  had 
no  other  afCftance,  or  rather  companions  of  their 
,  labours^  except  iwenty-thrce  free  Mulattocs,  and 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  (laves.  They 
were  all  employed  in  breeding  poultry,  in  raifing 
provjfions  for  the  confumption  of  Martinico, 
and  in  cuUivacing  feventy-two  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred CQCCon  Ihcubs.  Thefe  tri^ng  produ£tion» 
were  afterwards  increafed  by  the  addition  of 
coffee..  At  length  the  ifland,  at  the  peace  of 
1763^  when  it  became  an  Englilh  po6eIfion» 
reckoned  fix  hundred  white  people,'  and  two 
tho.urand  Negroes. 

Since,  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  Great  Bri^ 
tain,  which  was  advancing  towards  the  dominion, 
of  the  Teas,,  while  Ihe  acculed  France  of  afpiring' 
to  the  monarchy  of  the  continent,  had  Ihewed  a^ 
much  eagjcrnefs  for  Dominica,  as  Ihe  had  in  the 

lata 
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kte  negociationSj  when  viftory  gave  heir  a  Hght  "  °,°  *^ 
Go  cKoofe.    Nine  parifiies  liave  fDcceffively  been  x^^ymma 
eftabliflied  upon  this  ifland,  where,  on  the  ift  of 
January  1778,  the  population  confifted  of  fifteen 
hundred  and  fcventy-four  white  people,-  men,    , 
women,  and  children ;  five  hundred  and  feventy- 
four  Mulattocs,  or  free  Negroes,   and  fourteen 
Shott&nd  three  hundred  and  'eight  flaTcs. 

The  cattle  of  the  ifland  did  not  exceed  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  horfes,  fevcn  hundred 
and  feven  mules,  thirty-four  afles,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty  head  of  horned  cattle,  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  hogs,  and  two  thoufan4> 
two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  fhecp,  or  gdats^ 

It's  cultures  confifted  of  Hifcy-five  fugar  planta* 
tions,  which  occupied  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  fifty-feven  acres  of  ground.  Three  thqbfand 
three  hundred  and  fixcy-nine  acres  planted  with 
coffee,  at  the  proportion  of  one  thoufand  feet  per 
acre.  Two  hundred  and  feventy-feven  acre* 
planted  with  cacao,  at  the  proportion  of  fiv9 
hundred  feet  per  acre.  Fourfcore  and  nine  acrea, 
planted  with  cotton,  at  the  proportion- of  one 
thoufand  feet  per  acre.  Sixty-nine  acres  of  indigo^ 
and  fixty  trees  of  black  caflia. 

It's  provifions  conGfted  of  twelve  hundred  and 
two  acres  of  banana  trees,  fixteen  hundred  and 
forty- feven  acres  of  yams  or  potatoes,  and  two 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  trenches 
of  manioc. 

Nineteen  thoufknd  four  hundred  and  fevency^ 

flight  acres  were  taken  up  by  the  woods  t  four 

thoufand  two  hundred  and  ntnety-lis  by  paftu- 

C  c  3  rages 
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>  ^,y  ^  rages  and  lavannas  j  thr^e  thoufand  fix  hundred 
w-v-^  and  fifty-five  acres  .were  refcrved  for  the  crown^t 
and  three  cboufaad  four  hundred -aod  thircy-fpur 
were  entirely  barren. 

This  was  all  that  fifteen  years  of  labour  had 
been  able  lo  efie<^  upon  a  foil  which  was  exceed- 
ingly hilly,  and  not  very  fertile. 
Difidtbinca       This  fettlemcnt  was  cxpofed  in  k'a  infancy  to. 
tn'X  01    a  moft  flagrant  aft  of  dilhonefty.    Several  of  the 
miTthc  *'     planters  had  obtained  confiderahle  adraaccs  from 
fhl'^tgh-    trade.    To  avoid  paying  their  debts,  they  took 
J?^'       refuge,  with  their  (laves,  in  the  French  Ulaads, 
vherc  an  open  prutcfiion  was  granted  them.     In 
vain  were  they  claimed  j    in  vain  was  it  required 
that  they  {hould    be  compelled  to  fatisfy  th^ir 
ctediiurs:   every  fultcitation   was  ufelefs.     The 
Icginative  -body  then  nsade  a  law,  which  fecured 
to  all  French  em^rants  the  advantage  of- enjoy- 
ing,    without   moleftation,    all   the  riches  they 
fhuuld  bring  into  Dominica. 

Let  us  examine  without  partiality  the  condu^ 
of  the  two  nations*  and  we  Ihall  find  it  faulty  on 
tioth  fkies. 

And  firft,  with  refpeft  to  the  French,  let  me 
alk  them,  if  thefe  refugees  were  not  at  the  fame- 
time  :  thieves  I  Why  therefore  did  they  grant 
them  an  afylum  ?  Why  did  they  refofe  to  give, 
them  up,  when  they  were  claimed  f  Let  us  even 
fuppofethat  the  requifition  had  been  made  in  an 
imperious  manner  j  the  bufinefs  was  to  examine 
the  juftice  of  the  claim,  not  the  manner  in  which 
it  w«s  made.  This  was  not  an  occafion  in  which 
it  was  proper  to  give  a  petulant  anfwer  to  a 
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■haughty  demand.  An  aftion  which  we  are  urged  ^  vi?  " 
{o  byjuftice,  ca^t  never  be  humiliating..  Let  the  ^^-y— -1 
French,  for  a  moment,  put  thcmfelves  in  the 
place  of  the  creditors,  and  tcllmc,  whether  they 
would  not  have  fent  to  the  court  of  London  the 
fame  reprefentations,  and  the  fame  complaints? 
and  whether  they  would  not  have  been  equally 
«xafperated  by  it's  ■  filence,  or  by  it's  refufal  ? 
There  canoot  be  two  fyftems  of  juftice. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  by  way  of  reprifai 
the  Englifh  offered  an  afylum  to  the  French  emi- 
grants, did  they  not  double  the  fame  fault  f  Did 
they  not  excite  to  robbery  and  lo.defertion  thofe 
fraudulent  debtors  who  were  inclined  to  efcape 
from  the  legal  purfuit  of  their  creditors  ?  If  the 
nations,  who  divided  the  New  World  among 
themfelves,  had  adopted,  in  imitation  of  them, 
the  fame  meafures,  who  would  have  advanced  to 
their  co4onifts  the  fums  they  might  have  wanted  ? 
What  would  have  become  of  America,  if  this 
pernicious  fyftem  had  manifeftcd  itfeif  at  the 
origin  of  the  conqucfts  ?  What  would  ftill  become 
of  it,  if  it  were  univcrfally  adopted?  Let'  us  re^ 
fle£t  a  moment,  and  we  (hall  be  convinced,  that  3 
general  fufpenfion  of  juftict  would  become  one 
of  the  moft  dreadful  calamities  that  could  poffibly 
affliifl  mankind.  We  Ihall  perceive,  that  fo 
fatal  an  agreement  among  nations,  would  bring 
the  world  back  to  that  ftatc  of  plundering  and 
barbarifm  of  which  we  have  not  even  an  idea.- 
What  advantage  will  the  Englifh  find,  in  infett- 
ing  themfelves  with  our  villains,  and  in  fending 
'  ffeeir's  to  us?  What  concern  can  we  have, 
C  c  <}.  QP 
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'  XIV  "^  or  what  confidence  can  we  repofe>  in  men 
i— vw  who  «re  dcftitute  of  faith  towards  their  fellow:- 
ciiizensi  Do  the  Engliih  exp^St  nwre  honefly 
from  our's  f  If  they  repeive  them,  why  Ihould 
a  third  nation  expell  them  I  Is  it  intended  chat 
perfidy  fl^>uld  wander,  with  impunity,  from  one 
country  to  ^pother,  and  fpread  itfclf  over  the 
whole  furface  of  the  globe  i  I  may  perhaps  ex- 
aggerate the  confequences  of  this  proceeding: 
but  in  order  to  judge  properly  of  an  action,  we 
jnutt  confidef  the  utmolt  extent  of  it's  'eSi:£H> 
This  is  a  certain  way  of  iinpref^og  (he  mind 
inore  forcibly  with  them. 

But  I  ipjiy  be  a&cd,  in  what  manner  fhould 
the  Englifh  have  a^ecj?  In  the  firft  ioftance, 
they  were  right  in  making  the  demand.  After- 
wards, they  fhould  have  gone  down  fword  io 
hand  into  the  afylun^s  of  iheir  def«rt«rs>  and 
fhould  have  laid  them  wafte.  Thus  it  is  tb^c 
they  would  have  fhew'n  therfifelves  brave  and 
Vprighc  men.  The  blood  thaf  would  have  been 
fpilt  would  nqt  have  been  imputed  to  them ;  and 
they  would  have  been  applauded  by  alt  the  people 
'  of  Europe,  intercfted  in  the  fame  caufe. 

We  need  not  however  be  fufprifcd  that  fa«h 
the  Englilh  and  French  ll>ou)d  reciprocally  grant 
a  retreat  to  their  malefaflprs,  whcii  we  daily  fee 
^hem  arrqgating  to  themfclves  the  right  offend- 
ing them  to  each  other,  by  banilhiiig  them  from 
their  own  country :  a  law,  which  is  as  contrary  t<x 
the  common  right,  as  that  which  ^oqld  ^uthorife 
a.  citizen,  vjrhofc  dog  fhould  run  mad,  to  let  htn(i 
loofe  in  the  houfe  of  his  ncigbboyr,  ^o^ld  tte 
contrary  to  the  right  of  individuals. 

But 
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Bar  a  mui  who  has  two  hands,  is  always  a  "  J,"  ^ 
Ipecies  of  valuat)Ie  propeity,—— He  ought  chere-  wy.^ 
fore  noc  to  tx  concealed.— —}t  may  alfo  be 
urged,  that  we  h^ve  fomc  reafon  to  csEpeft,  fiao? 
there  are  a  few  iqftaqccs  of  it,  that  a  wicked 
rnan  may  ameBd.-r— It  is  tnie,  there  may  be 
one  toft^nce  in  a  hundred  of  fuch  an  ameodmeot. 
»— But  the  qucftion  is,  whether  for  the  chance 
of  having  one  bad  man  who  may  forfake  his  evil 
ways,  it  be  prudent  to  keep  a  hundred  inconi- 
gible  villains. 

There  was  however   another  diftant  objeft,  ^ISl*^ 
exclusive  of  the  care  of  fettling  plantations,  which  u»i>octiM« 
.entered  into  the  exienfive  views  of  the  Engtifh.  au*/ 
They  wilhcd  to  attraft  the  productions  of  the 
French  colonies  to  Dominica,  in  order  that  they 
.might  fccure  the  trade  of  them  to  diemfelves. 
Jc  was  to  carry  this  great  projei^  into  execution, 
that,  in  1766,  all  the  ports  of  the  iflaod  were 
mad^  free.    A  nymber  of  active  and  enterprizing 
men.  immediately  came  from  Europe,  and  from 
^orth  America.     Imm^nfe  ftores  of  corn,  falc 
Jiih,  and  flaves,riiifere  formed  at  Rofcau.    This 
town  fupplied  the  wat|ts  of  Martinicq,  of  Guada- 
lupe, and  of  $t.  Lucia;  and  received  in  payment, 
commodities  of  greater  or  Icfs  Value.    Thefe  ex- 
changes would  have  been  even  more  confider- 
able,  if  by  an  ill-judged  avidity  of  the  treafury,  , 
iSreat  ^hfaia  had  not  herfelfput  a  reftraint  upon 
thefe  fraudulent  coooedions. 

The  evf  ats  which  have  detached  the  American 

continent  from  England,  and  the  efforts  which 

fhe  French  ar?  making  to  extend  (heir  connexions 
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f  *j*  *  io  Africaj  muft  foon  reduce  the  ftaple  of  Dbmi- 
W-'v*-*  nica  to  nothing,  or  to  a  trifle ;  but  it  can  never 
be  deprived  of  the  adrantage  of  it's  pofition. 
Situated  between  Guadalupe  and  Martinico,  at 
onlyfeven  leagues  diftance  from  each,  it  threatens 
cbeqi  equally.  At  both  it's  extremities,  to  the 
Morth  and  to  the  South,  are  two  excellent  har- 
bours, from  whence  the  privateers  and  the  fleets 
may  intercept  the  navigation  between  the  mother- 
country  and  it's  colonies,  and  even  the  commu- 
nication between  the  two  fettlements.  What 
would  be  the  confcquence  if  the  northern  port, 
know'n  by  the  name  of  Prince  Rupert,  were 
phanged,  as  it  might  ealily  be,  into  a  harbour, 
•nd  furrounded  with  fortifications  i  This  plan, 
it  is  faid,  hath  been  determined  upon  in  the  coun- 
cil of  George  III.  Every  circumflance  induces 
us  to  believe  that  it  will  never  be  carried  into 
execution  j  the  nation  hath  too  much  confidence 
in  it'i  nay^  forces,  ever  to  incur  fuch  an  ex- 
pence. 
Liwi  ftn-  Dominica,  in  thefe  latter  times,  hath  draw'n 
■LiM.  '  the  attention  of  all  America,  by  an  event,  the 
caufes  of  which  may  almoft  be  traced  as  far  back. 
SB  the  difcovery  of  the  New  World. 

Scarce  had  the  Europeans  marked  the  foil  of 
the  other  hemifphcre  with  their  fanguinary  ftcps, 
than  it  became  necefiary  to  procure  flaves  from 
Africa,  in  order  to  clear  it.  Women  were  found 
among  this  degraded  race,  whom  the  fcarcity  qf 
females  rendered  agreeable  to  the  firft  colonifts. 
From  this  ^liance,  which  feemed  to  be  repro- 
bated by  nature,  there  arofe  a  mixt  generation, 
wliofe 
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yhofe  chains  were  often  broken  by  paternal  ten-  book 
(igrnefs.  A  feniiment  of  goodncfs,  innaiein  man,  i 
gave  libertyj  on  fome  occalions,  to  ocher  flaves  s 
^d  a  ftill  greater  number  of  captives  purchafcdi 
their  freedom.  In  vain  did  a  fufpicious  aod 
provident  fyflem  of  policy  exclaim, .  with  vehe- 
mence, againft  this  cuiiom,  applauded  by  huma- 
pity;  the  beftowing  of  freedom  upon  flaves  was 
&ill  continued  I  and  even  became  more  fre- 
quent. 

The  freed  men,  however,  were  not  pot  upon 
an  entire  equality  with  their  former  matters.  The 
laws  generally  imprinted  a  mark  of  inferiority  on 
this  clafs  of  men.  They  were  flill  more  degraded 
by  prejudice,  in  the  frequent  occurrences  of  civil 
life.  Their  lituation  was  never  any  thing  more 
fhan  an  intermediate  ftaie  between  Qavery  and 
prigiaal  liberty. 

Distinctions  fo  humiliating 'tilled  the  minds 
pf  thcfe  freed-men  with  rage.  The  Dave  is  conv- 
monly  in  fo  abJeA  a  Hate,  that  he  doth  not  dare 
to  defy  his  tyrant  {  he  can  do  nothing  more  than 
hate  him.  But  the  heart  of  a  man  whofe  chains 
have  beefi  Ihaken  off,  hath  a  greater  degree  of 
energy  i  he  both  hates,  and  bids  defiance  to  the 
white  men, 

THE.dangerous  effects  of  thefe  finifterdrfpo- 
fitions  Ihould  have  been  prevented.  In  the  fo- 
cieties  of  Europe,  where  all  the  members  are 
eqqals>  where  the  intereft  of  each  individual  is 
the  intereft  of  the  whole  community ;  we  are  riot 
allowed  to  fuppofe  that  a  citizen  would  intention- 
^ly  do  any  thing  injurious  to  the  general  good, 
v,nlefs 


.i.zed  I!,  Google 


jg|$  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

■  Siv  *  unlcfs  there  are  ftrong  proofs  of  it.  But  in  Ame- 
,\^m»^^tj  rica,  where  an  enormous  and  fioguUr  body  o€ 
Toeo,  divided  in  opinions*  is  compofed  of  three 
different  daffes,  it  is  thought  right  to  facrifice 
the  two  laft  to  the  fecurity  of  the  former.  Xhe 
flaves  are  kept  in  a  perpetual  ftate  pf  oppreflion* 
and  the  freedmen  are  throw'n  into  prifon  upoq 
the  Htghteft  fufpicion.  Their  averBon  for~  the 
white  people  is  confidered  as  a  delinquency  of  a 
very  ferious  nature*  and  juftifies,  in  the  eyes  of 
authority,  all  the  precautions  that  are  taken 
^gainft  them.  It  is  to  this  ftrange  feveFity  that 
moft  of  the  nations  have  wifhed  to  iinribute  tfw 
kind  of  tranquillity  which  they  have  enjoyed  in 
their  fettlements  in  the  New  World.  ' 

In  the  Englrlh  colonies  atone  the  free  N^ro 
is  upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  white  man.  Tim 
Arongeft  prefumptions  are  not  fufHcieni  to  au- 
thorize an  attack  upon  the  liberty  of  the  one,  any 
more  than  of  the  other.  Hence  it  happens  that 
the  lawj  which  is  very  cautious,  for  fear  of  a 
millake*  in  fixing  upon  the  criminal,  fometimca 
remains  inactive  for  a  longer  time  than  is  confift- 
ent  with  the  public  advantage.  The  freedmoi 
have  fometimes  abufed  thefe  indulgences  in  tbo 
Britilh  iflands ;  and  their  fcdicious  commotions 
have  obliged  Dominica  to  alter  it's  fyftem. 

It  was  determined,  by  a  bill  paffe(l  in-  the 
month  of  September  1774,  that  no  colonift  (hould, 
for  the  future,  be  allowed  to  grant  liberty  to  any 
pawe,  before  he  had  paid  100  piftoles*  i^ito  ibo 

?4il,  131.  44. 

public 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THfe  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  99^ 

public  treafury.  But  if  the  freedmaD  could  after-  '  ^,^_  * 
wards  prove  that  he  could  not  gain  a  fubfiftence  *.^^-^mmi 
by  his  iabour,  he  was  to  receive  80  livrcs  •  every 
fikiAonihsi  till  he  fhould  be  enabled,  by  more  fa- 
vourable circMtnftanccs,  to  do  without  tliis  af- 
fiftance. 

Every  freedman>  convifted  by  the  depolhioif 
of  two  witnefleSi  either  free  or  flaves,  before  two 
juftices  of  the- peace,  of  beings  guilty  of  any  of- 
fence that  is  not  capital,  is  to  be  whipped,  or  to 
p«y  a  fine,  or  to  be  impriiboed,  according  a* 
the  magiftratcs  fliall  determine.  The  fame  ptit 
ntflimeats  are  to  be  infli&ed  upon  him  for  hav- 
ing difturbed  the  public  peaf:e,  or  for  haviogin- 
foiled,  threatened,  or  beaten  a  white  man. 

ArrREiDMAN  who  fiiall  have  alBfted  a  Oave  tb 
defert,  who  QtaU  have  granted  an  afylum  to  him, 
or  accepted  of  bis  fervices,  IhaU  be'condemne4 
'  to  a  fine  of  sooo  livres  f,  to  be  applied  K)  pab-~ 
Ik'  ofe. .  If  the  culprit  Ihould  be  unable  tb  pay 
the  fum,  he  fliall  undergo  three  months  imprtron>^ 
tnent,  or  be  whipped,  according  to  the  decilion 
of  the  juftices  o£  the  peace. 

No  fne  Negro,  Mulatto,  or  Meftec,  fltaJt  bit 
allowed  to  vote  at  the  ele&ton  of  ft  reprefenta- 
live  of  his  parilb,  in  the  general  aflembly  of 
the  Colony.  Neither  protection  nor  fortune  can 
''  ever  efface  this  mark  of  reprobation. 

After  hav^ig  given  a  feparate  account  of  each  Pimton- 
of  the  three  neutral  idands  which  England  ac-  ^Is'sHtiia 
quired  by  the  treaty  of  1763^  it  is  incumbent  ^^l^^ 

riffling  ill* 
•  jl.  6s,8d.  t  83I.  6..  8d,  tb-^i""* 
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*  ^»  '^  upon  us  to  ftate  the  means  which  that,  power 
hub  thought  proper  to  employ,  in  order  to  dc- 
rhrefolid  advanoages  from  their  proiparivf, 

AT^rft,  gbver'BinentthougKrpropeF  lofeH  thd 
differanc  ponions  of  the  extci^re  foil  which  the 
fuccefs  of  the  war  had  given  to  them.  Had 
tbey.bcen  gratuitoufly  bellowed, 'they  would 
baw  been  obiamed  by  favour  and  itttrtgDej  and 
theywould  liot  have  been  ufefulfitr  a  long  timei 
"But  the  natioa  was  well  convinced,  that^  every 
otcifen  who  Ihotild  Have  employed'  pact  of  Iris  ca-* 
pit's!  -in  the  acquifition  of  an.  cftaK,.  would  not 
fail  10  lay^  out  upon  it  what  was-oecedwy  for 
bifn'to  make  the  mod  of  his  propert^; 

It  mighty  fabwever;  be  inpropar  to.  exaft 
the  immediate  paytaent  of  ibc  cededlaodsj  bo 
caufc  the  new  plaiiutioiis  let^tre  foeh  great  ex* 
}i(Rces  in  buildlDgs,  lo  cattle,  nod  in  Qstrn.  Oa 
this  account,  it  was. fettled,  that  the  purchafer 
4M>uld  not  be. obliged  tO' pay  moie  than. twcm:y 
per  cent,  in  the  fkft  inftanoe,  ten  per  cent,  the 
two  following  yeara,  and  afternlard)  twenty  per 
cent,  every  year  after,  till  the  payment  was  com- 
p]etcd.  He  was  to  be  diveltcd  of  all  his  privi- 
leges, if  he  did  not  fulBl  bts  engagements  at  ibc 
itated  periods. 

In  order  to  fofren  what  might  appear  too  fevert 
in  this  law,  the  planter  was  allowed  to  change 
fhb  debt  into  a. perpetual  annuity »  and  even  the 
ftttt.  payment  was  not  to  begin  till  a  tweivesnentli - 
after  the  clearing  of.  the  land. 

As  the  vaft  extent  of  the  eftates  had  vifibly  dimf- 

nifhcd  the  mafs  of  the  productions  in  the  iflands, 

which 
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Which  England  had  po0*efled  for  a  long  time,  it  vu  '  ^^^  i^ 

thought  proper  to  take  meafures  to  avoid  this  ia-  <■■  y*^' 
convenience  in  the  new  acquificioni:  Ic  was  dc 
creed,  that  no  perfon  ftould  be  allowed  to  pur*^ 
chafe  more  than  one  plantation  i  and  that  the 
lai^ft  of  them  ttioold  not  exceed  fire  hundced 
acres.  It  was.  even  iimittd'  to  three /  hundred 
forDominica,  ihe^poflcion  aftd  deftination  o£ 
which  required  a  greater  number  of  Europeans 
Government  aHb  decreed,  chat  five  of  every  htm* 
drcd  acres  Iliould  be  annually  cleared,  till  half 
liie  plant^ioA  Ihodld  '  be'  cultivated  ;  and  thai 
thofe  who  ftould  not  have  fulfilled-  this  obliga^ 
tion  fhouM  pay  a  fine  of  its  liVres  ten  foU'  ' 
ai^eually,  for  erery  acre  of  ground  which  Ibould 
not  have  been  cultivated  in'  the  limited'  time; 
Every  colonift  was  obliiged-^  to  put  oiie  >i^ite 
man,  o-r  two  white  wortitfrir  upbtt  every  htniiinil 
icrcs  of  his  territory,  undBrths  penalty  of  ^arjw 
kig  every -yWr  to  thetrcafory  90*  Jivres -f  fo* 
ertry  man,  and  iwM  of  that  fomtfor  tvefif'W' 
man.  that  ftiobltl''  be  wanting  W  make  up  tht 
number  he  ought  to  have. 

This  laft  precauifKMi  might  giW  fomc  cotiQfl:- 
cnce  to  the  new^fettlemencG'f  bm  it  was  cbooghi 
they  would  onedfcy  ftand  in  need  of  funhtt-  xffitb> 
anca.'  In  <tfder  to  procure  it  for  them  iatims^ 
gratuitous  conceDions  of'  land,  from-  con  ta 
thirty  acres,'  have  been  gianiid  m  favour  of  the 
poor  who  ehufe  to  fetrie  in  thofe  iflands.  TtHi 
Was  a  fufficienc  portion  of Jand  to  enable  dumco 

*  fl.  13s.  9d,  .  f  37I,  los. 
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■  Sir^*  ^*"  **y  ^^^^  labour,  in  thofe  eafy  circumftanct^ 
s,  ^  ml  which  they  woukl  never  have  experienced  in  the 
CHd  Hemifpherc,  From  an  apprehenlion  that 
they  might  lend  their  name  to  feme  rapacious 
man,  or  might  afterwards  fell  their  property  to 
.  Uiai,it  VM  ordained,  that  they  Ifaould  themfelTcs 
take  .pofleffioh  of  the  land  three  months  after 
it-had  been,  granted  to  them  ;  that  they  ihould 
dwell  upon  it  for  twelve  months  coofecutively  i 
and  that  they  fiiould  k^ep  it  for  feven  wholi^ 
yests.  After  this  time,  they  were  to  pay  a  fine  of 
lafoU*  for  every  acre  which  fhould  be  cuki- 
Tated,  and  one  of.ia  Hvres  j  foist  ^^r  tliofe 
which  {hould  remain  uncultivated* 

Thk  English  iflands  had  for  a  long  while  com- 
^ained  of  the  want  of  run,  becaufe  alt  their  fo- 
refts  had  been  levelled.  In  order  to  prevent  this 
mconvenience  ii/  the  new  pofleOions,  the  commif- 
iaries  were  ordered  to  prcfervc  for  the  crown  a 
fiiSicient  quantity  of  the  woods  to  attraft  ih€ 
ckwds,  and  to  keep  up  that  de^ec  of  moiAurft 
which  is  more  er  lefs  neeeilary.for  all  the  plants 
peculiar  to  America, 

I^ly,  None  of  the  fums  acquired  by  the  ftlc 
of  the. lands  were  to  belong  to  governments 
XhCy  were  all  to  be  eonfccrated  to  the  haf- 
bonn,  to  the  forti6cation»,  and  w  other  obje^ 
of  ufe  in  ibofe  iflands. 

The  fate  of  the  Frenchi  refiding  in  great  nunf- 
bers  at  Dominica  and  at  St.  Vincent,  remained 
ItiU  to  be  fettkd.    Thefe  planters  wfire  unde^ 

•  6d.  t  HI.  Si. 
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ho  kind  of  apprehenCon  for  their  property.  They  ■  °^^^ ' 
had  obtained  or  purchafed  it  from  the  Indiansi  w-v— 
and  had  bcfcn  confirmed  in  their  poflc£Gon  by  the 
government  of  Martinico,  who  required  of  them 
a  night  duty  in  return.  The  firfl  of  thefe  titles 
could  bejDf  no  weight  in  the  eyes  of  a  conquer- 
ing power  i  and  the  fecond  was  manifeHly  con- 
trary to  the  conventions  between  the  courts  of 
Xxindon  and  of  Verfallles,  who  had  engaged 
tbcmfelves  not  to,  allow  their  relpeftivc  fubjefts  to 
fettle  in  the  neutral  iflands. 

.  The  expe6lations,  therefore,  of  thofe  aftive 
men,  who  would  have  accelerated  the  progrefs  of 
the  two  colonies  which  they  themfelves  had 
founded)  were  entirely  fruftr.ated.  Whether  the 
BritiQi  miniftry  were  apprehenfive  of  difgufting 
the  Englifli]  in  obliging  them  to  pay  for  a  tern-* 
tory,  which  their  antient  rivals  continued  to  pof-* 
fefs  gratuitoufly,  or  whether  a  wilh  prevailed  of 
getting. rid  of  thofe  foreigners,,  who,  by  their  re- 
ligion and  their  habits^  might  be  too  firongly  at- 
tached to  their  former  country,  it  was  regulated, 
that  the  French  fliould,  for  the  future,  enjoy 
their  plantations  only  upon  perpetual  leafcs. 

This  hard  reftraint,  fo  contrary  to  the  maxima 
of  found  policy,  difpcrfcd  them.  The  emigra- 
tion was  not,  however,  univerfal.  After  the  tirft 
effe£lsof  diflatisfa'ftion,  the  wifcfl  of  them  became 
fcnGble  that  they  fliould  (till  gain  more  by  rcpur- 
chafing  the  lands  which  they  already  enjoyed, 
than  if  they  were  to  fettle  upon  a  frcfli  fpot  thac 
would  coH  them  nothing. 

Vol..  VI.  D  d  GaSAT 
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■  ™  *  Griat  Britaih  entertained  great  vspe&aaans 

<-  -yw  from  (he  meafiires  which  ffie  had  taken  for  the 

»h"h  hl«  profperity  of  he»  conquefts.     The  foccefe  bath 

prtwaicd  ^{  tMsefi  anffferablc }  and  the  cauTes  of  tbis  fia- 

ih«  piuTpc. 

ritT  or  lbs     golar  diuppotatmcnc  are  weu  knoV n. 

uuodt.  The  three  neutral  illands  were  fcarce  fecured 

(0  England  by  the  treaties,  than  it  beczmc  a 
general  paflion  to  form  fetclemeots  upon  them. 
This  epidemical  madnefs  made  the  lands  which 
wefe  fold  by  government  rife  to  an  exiraTa- 
gant  price.  As  a  bold  fpirit  of  cnterprize  was 
the  only  fortune  mod  of  the  purchafers  had,  cre- 
dit became  their  only  refource.  They  found  it 
in  London,  and  in  fome  other  trading  {4aces> 
the  merchants  of  which,  mifled  by  tl^e  faine  illu- 
fion,  borrowed  confiderable  fums  at  a  low  intere^ 
in  order  to  lend  them  to  thefe  enterpriting  fpecu- 
lators  at  an  advanced  intereft. 

Tbe  new  proprietors^  moft  of  whom  had  pur- 
chafed  a  foil,  without  taking  the  t/ouble  of  exa- 
mining it,  proceeded  with  the  fame  levity  in  the 
formation  of  their  plantations.  The  coafts,  and 
the  interior  parts  of  the  iflands,  were  foon  co- 
vered with  mafters  and  llaves,  equally  inexpe- 
i-ienced  in  the  laborious  and  difficult  art  of  clear- 
ing the  lands.  This  occaQoned  numberlefs  faults 
and  misfortunes.  The  evil  became  extreme,  and 
foon  broke  out. 

The  colonifis  had  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent. 

in  1766,  or  about  that  period,  and  the  loan  was 

to  be  paid  five  years  after.    The  impoffibiKty 

they  found  of  fulfilling  tbcfctngagements  alanned 

ibeir 
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IKeir  European  ?fFdj?Qri.  pjfijpppip^ed  of  the 
i'jeijiitujjcep  ttjey  ^jyjeftei,  thcfc  rapacioas  lead- 
em  were  41;  length,  ufifiti^iyedi  and  the  greater 
ihc'ir  ortdliUty  h^  lafffj,  tfa?  morp  aflive  did  thcix 
anxiay  ^econpe.  Hsvipg  recourfe  to  the  auttjo- 
riiy  of  the  law,  they  expelled  from  their  plapt^- 
flqti?  tbf?  VOh?ppy  ^^0  rhp  h^ad  ^cci)  unfortu- 
pat?^  fedMCffl  by  rj(h  cjpeQj^tions.  Thus  endr 
cd  the  <l«lu)iyfi  pro(^dt  of  thp  p^v  jf  oglii^  C9?r 

Byr  (bifr  sre«t  cpmmstipn  Tuft  ^c  ;«tpn.de;ql 
yr'iikfVTQWtAik  ewifeqweoces.  Ti?:  g?f«i!i3-?8  u/v- 
dertaken  by  men  wkhwjc  pfiwjff?,  gfld  ik1»p  w;^ 
reduced  t^  liieir  original  p^yeny,  wiiJ  procure  to 
ihf  nstiflp  tfe  f^ose  ^dysnt^ges  that  H^HJ^y  rer 
fult  from  »n  irregylar  ajifj  difordcjly  fercfjeot  in 
the  ftttP.  A  fpjj  whjipl)  Ungiiijhed  in  the  h^n^^ 
of  ch?  $rft  p(^f:£Eor^,  ifrill  l^e^uJtivata}  with  bec- 
tjcr  mi;ws,  vU.h  mpre  intflligeqce  aiid  cecanQin}r. 
Whil*  we  a^  exft^i^^  ShP  «ff=ft!  of  tl^ia  ncisr 
e^a  qf.  jJ)4^$ff  axjrf  ^y\ty,  la  us  refynjjc  thf 
-ftccgyflt  Qg  tfoj  Engjijfli  pftff#pi}s  jp  t^c  Amcf  Jr 
can  ArcJ»ip<tJ^o.  Jto  j4«i;t?in  lihe  va^e  (jrf'thf 
xolpnic^  of  n  jpiiM'jf  itqe  .a(i(}.  ct^.mercjaj  poM^er*  i;s 
K?  ntakc  ai)  cftinjats  of  if'a  ftriqngth. 

The  ft-iylji  iatM^s  »<!  t^s- Weft"  Indies  VK  in  p«^«2;* 
generfU  ijigf?  extenfiv^.  t^  they  are  fertile,  lii  iflmd.. 
Mouotainb  whiph  ca^ippc  bf  cultivated,  occupy 
a  great  ijpasc  io  fome  pf  then?,  and  others  arc  en- 
tirely, or  partly,  formed  of  a  chalky  foil, , which 
p^-Qfluccs  bgt  vtf^  Mitle.  TJ'he  beft  have  tjeen 
cleared  for  a  Jpng  tipTf^  an^-  ''^IRyi'^s  ^^p  ^p&iAace 
of  manures,  whifih  ar5  itnpprfci^  apd  fcarce  in 
D  d  »  this 
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this  part  of  the  New  World.  Moft  of  them  havd 
been  ftripped  of  the  forefts,  by  which  they  were 
Originally  Ihclteredj  and  arc  expofed  ro  droughts, 
which  often  ruin  the  labours  undertaken  with  the 
ftriftcft  attention,  and  carried  on  at  a  great  cz- 
pence. 

Accordingly,  the  increafe  of  provifions  hath 
not  been  proportioned  to  the  number  of  hands 
employed  in  obtaining  them.  There  are  at  this 
time  in  thofe  colonies  four  hundred  thoufand 
flaveSj'wtio  by  their  labours  fcarce  produce  two 
thirds  of  the  income  that  is  colleded  from  a  richer 
foil  with  the  fame  means. 

The  number  of  white  people  bath  generally 
dirainiflicd  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the 
Negroes.  Not  but  that  there  were  as  many  idle 
or  indigent  men  in  England  to  replace  thofe  who 
pcrifhed,  or  who  difappeared  with  the  fortunes 
they  had  acquired,  as  at  the  time  of  the  firft  emi- 
gration J  but  the  fpirit  of  adventure,  which  the 
novelty  of  the  objcft,  and  the  concurrence  of  cir- ' 
cumftanccs  had  excited,  was  either  checked  or 
annihilated.  On  one  hattd,  the  fpace  which  was 
occupied  by  the  fmaller  cultures  hath  been  fuc- 
(jeflively  filled  with  fugar  plantations,  >»hich're- 
quire  an  immenfe  extent  of  territory ;  and  on  the 
other,  the  proprietors  of  thefe  great  plarttations 
have  reduced,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  number 
of  their  agents,  whofe  falaries  were  become  a 
heavy  burthen.  '       . 

Since  this  revolution,  the  Brltifli  iflands  have 
ftill  greater  reafon  than  ever  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  plunder  and  of  invafion.    Their  colonifts,  who 
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are  all  enlifted,  were  formerly  ftrong  enough  at  B  00  K 
lead  to  repel  a  weak  and  ill-armed  enemy.  Molt  w— t*^ 
of  them,  might  at  prefent  be  taken  by  furprize, 
fliould  the  navy  of  the  mother  country  ceafe.onc 
momc;nt  to  proteft  them.  It  is  a  great  point,  if 
in. the  prefent  ftate  the  militia  ^e  able  to. contain 
the  Nqgf0.eg,  who  are  more  unfortunate  under 
.ihe'Englilh  dominion  than  under  any  other.  For 
it  fliDuld  fecm,  that  the  hardihips  of  flavery  were 
fo  much  the  greater  among  free  nations,  in  pro-- 
portion,  as.it  is  more  unjuft,  and  more  foreign  tp 
the  conftituiioDv  Such  is  die  progrefs  of  man  to^ 
wEirds  iodependtnce,  that  after  having  Ihaken  off 
the. yoke,  he  wjlhcs  to  impofe  it  upon  others; 
and  thftE;-ihpfe  who- are  the  moft  impatient  of 
fcryitude  bpcQmc  {he  fondeft  of  dominion  ! 

THB.Wefl:  Indies  were  never  fubjefted  to  any 
impoft  by  Oreat  Britain.  But  in  1663,  Barba- 
does,  and  the  other  iftands,  except  Jamaica,  vo- 
luntarily engaged  tp  pay  a  perpetual  tax  of  four 
per  cent,  upon  all  their  pfoduftions  which  Jhould 
be  exported.  So  gre^f  at)  nCt  of  generofity  hath 
fince  appeared  burdepfoige,  and  the  weight  of  it 
was  ^llevi^ted  as  much.as  pofljble, .  As  this  ob- 
ligation is.paid  in  commodities,  there  are  fcarce 
any  delivered  to  government  except  fuch  as  are 
in  fome  refpedt  faulty,  and  the  colonifts  are  not 
.more  fcrupylous  with  regard  to  their  weight  than 
to  their  quality.  Thus  it  is  that  the  treafury  re-, 
ceives  Only  two  thirds  of  .the  gift  which  was  fpf^ 
merly  granted  to  them 

This  is  ftill  too  much  for  fetilements  that  arc 

ptiliged  to  defray  their  internal  expenccs  them- 

P  d  3  felvest 
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a  rt  rt  K  fclves.  Tfiefe  were  vtty  cOfifirfcrablie  Whertthaft  . 
!^-atf  colonies  regulated  all  thc^r  dwtt  &ffiirs,  dr  ereifled 
the  fortifications  judged  neccffary  for  their  f«?cu- 
rity.  The  taxes  were  mtilti^Iicd  it  this  ^eriftd  ; 
ktii  cvtty  difagreeable  event  brought  oh  Trtrfli 
ones,  bociufe  it  *^s  thought  Vnot-e  prtideht  to  rfer 
■quire  contTibutions  wf  the  eitittfis,  thah  to  'hav« 
iTCourfe  to  public  engaigements.  "tihife  hatl^ 
diminiOied  ^he  ftaniS)  and  it  has  teen  ft^Hd  he- 
txffkry  to  provide  for  ihofe  wMch  rtm&lnitJ,  '*itfi 
ttiore  fleconomy,  bccaufc  th'c  pfenters  TiWfc  hot 
tht  fame  refourcrt.  "the  tastes  art:  it  ^ftot  Sh- 
confiderabJe-,  and  they  ttiighc  ftill  be.redttctdj  if 
Ihofe  who  fill  the  pofts  'of 'idrtiiniftrAten,  ih  rifta- 
nifeft  contraidiftion  to  the  repoWican  fpintj  "which 
is  that  of  difintereftednefs^  did  hot  i^uit^  large 
"falaries. 

But  this  U  an  itnavoidabfe  iticdftVeMetefe  at- 
tending fa  commercial  nation-.  Whethifr  free  ot 
not,  th^  ultimately  love  6r  vatliie  ndthlbg  bOc 
Mrtealth.  thi  thirft  c^^ld  bbn^  niiOHe  the  "vrifrk 
of  imagination  than  ef  hecvslTity,  wfe  41t  hbt  ft'- 
tiated  with  nthe&,  as  we  are  with  theobjtids  ttufc 
gratify  our  other  pafliofls.  The  Htter  att  d*ftiW!t 
andiranfienii  they  either  counteraft,or  ftfccetil 
each  other  i  whereas  the  thirft  of  gold  feeds  aWd 
fatisfies  all  the  other  paffioHsi  at  te^ft  it  fitp- 
plies  their  place,  in  proportron  as  it  eSthiwits 
-riicm,  by  the  means  it  contributes  t<)wards  thft 
gratification  of  them.  There  is  no  hsfcnt  which 
is  more  confirmed  by  cufton^than  thac^timafi'- 
ing  richesi  It  fccms  ciqually  to  be  excited  by  the 
cnjoymmitsof  vaniiy,  and  tg'  the  fclfVdenial  of 
avarice, 
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avarice.  Tbe  rich  man  always  waots  to  rfiiU  jor  to  *  9 '^  '^' 
increafc  his  treafure*  Tbis  is  a  cot^aat  **bf(iiwal- 
don,  which  cKtoids  iVpm  individuaje  to  AAtJiOns;. 
SmcE  l^gc  fbrcunes  hKve  bcoo  railsei  in  £ng- 
hnd  -by  trade,  the  dcfirc  of  weaUh  is  rbecodiw  [jbe 
vaiveiidi  and  ruUng  paflion.  Such  citln^fis  <A3 
.have  not  been  sible,  or  did  not  chuJe  to  follpMr 
this  lncr«ive  p rofeffion,  hawe  iftill  miracd  -theif 
Tiews  «o  that  gaiA  which  the  niEKiners  aad  opjr- 
nion  of  the  times  have  nude  aacpifary.  Eyso.  in 
alpiring  to  ihonours,  <thcy  hunt  afxer  rlobes.  Ja 
fblkwing  the  icareer  of  tbofe  laiwj  and  AririCif«i, 
which  oi^hc  ever  mutaally  to  aflift  flach  .qttjw* 
even  in  obtiaiding  the  honour  of  a  ieai  in  j^adk* 
ment,  they  have  found  out  :the  way  of  aggrandi- 
zing their  fortune.  In  order  to  be  choTen  mem- 
bers of  this  powerful  body*  they  have  bribed  th^ 
votes  of  the  pedple  i  wad  have  inot  been  n^c^f 
learned  of  felling  thefe  very^fi^le  to  the  co^r^ 
than  they  iivere  of  having  bought  them.  iEvcry 
vote  in  the  fenate  of  the  empire  is  become  venal. 
^  celebrated  minifter  had  a  bocdc  of  races  of  thp 
probity  of  each  member,  apd  openly  boafted  of 
iti  to  the  diigrace  of  Uk  Englilh.  It  was  the 
duty  of  his  office,  he  faid,  to  buy  off  the  reprc- 
Xentatives  of  the  nation,  in  order  that  they  fliould 
votCj  00c  againft,  but  according  to  their  con- 
fcience.  But  what  can  confcience  avail  agaiaft 
the  allurements  of  g»n  F  If  the  mercantile  fpirit 
hath  been  able  to  difFofe  in  the  mother-countcy 
the  contagion  of  perfonal  tntereft,  how  is  it  pof- 
jlble  that  it  fliould  not  have  infected  the  colonies 
flif  whict>  it  it:  the  principal  and  the  Cupport  ? ' 
P  d  4  Is 
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Is  it  then  true,  that  in  proud  Albion,  a  man  whot 
Ihould  be  generous  enough  to  fcrve  his  country 
for  the  mere  love  of  glory,  would  be  confidercd 
as  a  man  of  another  world,  and  of  the  laft  age  ? 
Vain-glorious  ifland,  nnay  thine  enemies  renounce 
this  fordid  fpirit  of  incereft,  and  thou  wilt  one 
day  rellore  to  ihem  all  they  have  loft  ! 

NEVERTHtLESE,  opufcncc  fceiTis  to  prevail  in 
the  Englilh  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies.  This 
is  becaufe  the  proceedings  of  arbitrary  autho- 
rity, which  afflidl,  fo  many  other  countries,  are 
tinknow'n  here  :  becaufe  there  arc  none  of  thole 
vile  inftruments  of  the  treafury,  who  deftroy  thp 
bafis  of  property,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  forms 
of  it !  becaule  the  culture  of  fugar  hath  beea 
iiibftituted  there,  to  that  of  productions  of  little 
value  :  becaufe  the  plantations  belong  in  general 
to  rich  men,  or  to  powerful  allbciations,  whicli 
never  fufFer  them  to  want  the  neceffary  means  for 
their  improvement:  becaufe  if  fome  unfortunate 
cafualty  ftiould  reduce  the  colonift  to  ika  necef- 
fity  of  borrowing,  he  obtains  the  loan  eafily, 
and  at  a  cheap  rate ;  for  his  pofTcnions  are  mort- 
gaged to  his  Creditor,  and  the  payment  is  fecured 
at  the  ftaced  times  :  becaufe  thefe  lOands  are  lefs 
expofed  to  devaftation  and  invafion,  than  thepol^ 
fefllons  of  other  powers,  that  are  rich  in  produc- 
tions, and  poor  in  fliips :  becaufe  the  events  of. 
the  moft  obftinatc  and  moft  deftruftive  wars  never 
prevent,  and  feldom  retard,  the  exportation  of 
their  commodities:  in  a  word,  it  is  becaufe  the 
Britilh  ports  always  open  to  their  principal  crops 
g  more  advantageous  mart  than  their  rivals  can 
cxp?d^ 
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pxpeft  any  where  clfe.  Accordingly,  the  land^ 
conftantly  bear  a  very  high  price  in  the  Englifh 
iflands,  both  thp  Europeans  and  the  American? 
being  equally  eager  to  purchafethem. 

These  lands  would  ftiU  have  been  in  greater 
rcqneft,  if  the  accefs  to  the  Weft  Indies  had  been,  , 
]e(s  rigidly  prohibited  to  foreign  navigators ;  if 
they  had  been  at  liberty  to  chufe  their  own  pur- 
chalers  throughout  the  globe.  But  a  fet  of  laws, 
^he  regulations  of  which  it  hath  never  been  pof- 
fible  to  elude,  have  concentrated  their  connexions 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  empire,  with  the 
national  provinces  pf  both  hemifpheres. 

These  colonies  do  not  find  upon  their  own 
territory,  either  provifion  for  their  own  fubfift- 
ence,,or  beads  of  burthen  for  their  labours,  or 
woods  for  -their  buildings.  They  were  fupplicd 
with  thefe  objefts  of  primary  neceflity  by  North 
America,  which  received  in  payment  rum  and 
other  produiStions,  to  the  amount  of  three  Qr  four 
inillions  of  livres  *  every  year.  The  troubles 
'  which  have  divided  Old  and  New  England  have 
interrupted  this  communication,  to  the  ^reat  de- 
triment of  the  iflands.  Till  neceflitics  of  an  urgent 
nature  Ihall  caufe  it  tb  be  opened  again,  or  till 
other  connexions  Qiall  be  formed,  to  be  fubfti- 
tuled  to  it,  the  Weft  Indies  will  have  no  other 
■  vent  for  their  prqdudions  than  that  which  Great 
Pritain  will  furnifti  them, 

At  the  prefent  period,  England  receives  an- 
nually from  the  iflands  Jhe  occupies  in  the  Weft 

If  ]proi|i]3;,oool.  to  i66,6661.  iji.  4^. 
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*  viv  ^  Indies,  to  the  amomit  of  about  ninety-three  mil- 
w— .y^  lions  of  livres*  in  cdmoiodKies,  including  CtKteen 
or  fevrntccn  millions  -f  which  they  pay  to  govern- 
ment, and  the  rutii  which  Ireland  receives  dircftly 
in  payment  for  the  fait  provrfions  which  it  fur- 
.  nifhes  to  the  colonies. 

Almost  all  tht  fugar,  Miich  forms  three-fourths 
of  the  produce  of  the  iflands,  i%confumed  in  the 
kingdom  itftlf, 'or  is  caiticd  to  ireJand.  It  is 
feldofti  ttiax  any  of  it  is  fent  to  Hamburgh  or  to 
other  markets. 

"tat  exports  wTiirh  Great  Btitain  makes  of  the 
produftion  of  the  Utands,  do  q<jt  annually  erceed 
feven  or  eight  milHons  tjf  livres  :f.  If  we  add  to 
this  fum  wliat  Ihe  muft  gain  upon  her  cottonsi 
whifcli  ftie  marntifaftures  with  fo  much  fucccfs, 
and  w^icli  are  diffufed  throughout  a  great  part 
of  the  globe,  we  'ftail  !iave  a  tolerably  esaft 
idea  of  the  advanta^s  Which  ch|s  empire  derives 
from  the  ■Wfft'Indii^. 

The  iflands  rtceive  in  payment  their  furnirtn-e 
and-  cloathing,  the  utenfris  neceflary  for  their 
manufaftures,  a,  great  deal  of  hard  ware,  and 
Bavts  for  the  working  of  their  lands.  But  the 
things  that  are  fent  to  them  are  infinitely  inferior 
jn  value  to  ihofe  which  are  received  from  them. 
We  muft  dedu^  the  cxpence?  of  nayigaiion  and 
ofinfurance,  the  comnniffion,  or  the  profit  of  thtt 
merchant.  We  muft  deduft  the.  intereft  of  fix- 
teen  millions  fteriing,  which  thefc  colonies  ewe 

■  3,87j,ccol. 

-f-  From 666j6iS6 1:    ijs.   ^.d.  to  yoB.ji^J.  6*.  8d. 

I  From  2Qi,666U  13s,    fd.  co  333.333I.  6s.  Sd, 
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to  the  hiotfccr-country.  We  infaft  deduft  whwt  *  9  "  *^ 
the  proprietort  of  the  rich  [ilantatwuis  fpend  i'ft  ^^  ■i.-ru 
Ef^fcind,  yiherc  rirey  bafcitaaHy  rdidc.  IF  we 
■  except  the  poffeflions  acquired  or  fecurcd  by  thp 
prcatits  €lf  176^,  the  infant  plant«lH>t>s  of  which 
"arc  ftill  in  wa,ntof  ftdvancesi  the  iatftcr  pofiefficnis 
pf  the  Weft  Indies*  fcarce  receive  va  their  h»r* 
bouts  the  fourth  fttrt  of  the  value  which  they  kaii 
■put  from  them.  , !      ■ 

It  was  the.^apinri  uf  the  errjpire,  which  fcr- 

^et'ly  fc'Dt  dot  ahitoft  «|]  the  cxfiorts,  and  received 

»lnmrfl  all  the  rt^turii^     Men  of  talighicrticd  an-- 

4et{Unding  *Tere  very  proporly  ijicenfed  »t  tinb 

'evil.    But  Lortdpn  is  at  icaft  the  -firreft  paw  in 

•£nglaAd.     It  is  there  that  ihi|3S  are  buitt,  aiid 

.-rataiafadores  a'fe  carriftd  xms  --iiondon  forniffjes 

4eamen  for  navig^tionj  and  fcandi  for  torrmitfrco. 

It  ftands  in  a  temperate,   fruitful,   and  ^bopal 

coqntfy.     Every  thi^g  has:afit«pal&ge  ki.and 

4>utof  it.     It  may  be  tmly  faid  to  be  the  hewt  (^f 

the  bod.y  politic  from  it's  local  pofic-ion.     That    ' 

city  is  not  filled  with  proud  and  idle  Aria,  who 

,only  encumber  andapprcla  d'Ubbrious  people. 

■Jc  is  the  feat  of  the  national  'affcn^bly.     Th*c 

;he1iing's  palate  is  fieicher  vaft.  nor  errtpty.    He 

reigns  in  it  by  his  prefencc,  which anirtiates  every 

thii^.     There  the  fenate  diSatcs  the  laws,  ;^rHc- 

able  to  the  feafe  of  the  people  it  reprefents.    It 

neither  ftars  the  eye  of  the  mdnarch,    nor  the 

frowns  (rf"  the  iriiniftry.     l^ondon  has  hot  arrived 

to  it's  prefent  greatncfe  by  the  influence  of  g<>- 

vernmcnt,  which  ftrains  and  over-roles  all  n»- 

|ur4  caafest  but. by  the  Ordinary  iiripulfe  of  mch 
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■  £iv  '^  9.Tid  things,  and  by  a  kind  of  attraction  of  com- 
s  ■  n, '-'  merce.     Ic  is  the  fea,   it  is  England,  it  is  the 
whole  world  that  makes  London -rrch  and  po- 
pulous. 

Nevertheless  this  imtnenfe  ftaple  hath  loft, 
in  proccfs  of  time,  fomething  of  that  fpecies  of 
monopoly  which  it  exercifed  over  the  colonics 
and  over  theprovinces.  Briftol,  Liverpool,  Lan- 
cafler,  and  Glafgow,  have  taken  a  confiderable 
ihare  in  this  great  circulation.  A  more  general 
competition  would  even  have  been  eftablilhed,  if 
anew  fyftem  of  manners,  adiflike  for  a  retired 
life,  the  defire  of  approaching  the  throne,  and  an 
effeminacy  and  corruption  which  have  exceeded 
all  bounds,  had  not  colle<5led  at  London,  or 
:  within  it's  diftria,  a  third  part  of  the  population 
of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  efptxially  the  great 
confumers. 

SnwmjiT  of      ^^^  hiftory  of  the  great  American  Archipelago 
the  richo     cannot  be  better  concluded,  than  by  a  recapitu- 

ih>t  Europe    ,     .  ,   ,  ,  .  •     I- 

dMwi  fiwB  lation  of  the  advantages  it  procures  to  thofe  pow- 
c*^  iii«^."  *"  which  have  fucceflively  invaded  it.  It  is  only 
by  the  impulfe  which  the  imrnenfe  produfHons  of 
this  Archipelago  have  given  to  trade,  that  it  mufl: 
ever  hold  a  diflinguiftied  place  in  the  anoals  of 
nations;  Hnce,  in  fa6i;,  riches  are  the  fpring  of 
all  the  great  revolutions  that  difturb  the  globe. 
-The  colonies  of  Afia  Minor  occafioned  both  the 
Iplendour  of  that  quarter  of  the  earth  and  the 
■downfal  of  Greece.  Rome,  which  was  at  firft 
defirous  of  fubduing  nations  only  to  govern  them, 
■was  flopped  in  the  progrels  of  her.greatnefs,  when 
^e  acquire^  the.  poiTeQioft  of  the  trcafures  of  the 
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eaft.  War  frtmed  to  flumbcr  for  a  while  in  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
Europe,  in  order' to  invade  a  New  World:  and  u.-vl** 
has  fmce  been  fo  often  renewed  there,  merely  to 
divide  the  fpoils.  Poverty,  which  will  always 
be  the  lot  of  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  and 
the  choice  of  a  few  wife  men,  makes  no  difturbance 
in  the  world.  Hiftory,  therefore,  can  only  treat 
t)f  miflacrcs  or  riches. 

The  iflands  of  the  other  hemifphcre  yield  an- 
tiually  fifteen  millions  of  livres*  to  Spain  J  eight 
milliorJsj  to  Denmark  i  thirty  millions  J  to  Hol- 
land} eighty-two'  millions  |1  to  England}  and 
one  hundred  &nd  twenty-fix  millions  §  to  France. 
The  productions  therefore  gathered  in  fields  that 
■were  totally  uncultivated  within  thefe  three  cen- 
turies, are  fold  in  our  continent  for  about  two 
hundred  and  fixty-one  millions  of  livres  fl. 

This  is  not  a  gift  that  the  New  Worid  makes  . 
to  the  Old.  The  people  who  receive  this  im- 
portant fruit  of  the  labour  of  their  fubjefts  fettled 
in  America,  give  in  exchange,  though  with  evi- 
dent advantage  to  thcmfelves,  the  produce  of  their 
■  foil  and  of  their  manufactures.  Some  confume 
the  whole  of  what  they  draw  from  thefe  diflan^ 
poffeffions;  others,  make  the  overplus  the  balls 
of  a  profperous  trade  with  their  neighbours. 
Thus  every  nation  that  is  poffeffed  of  property  in 
the  New  World,  if  it  be  truly  induflrious,  gains 
ftill  lefs  by  the  number  of  men  it  maintains  abroad 

•  615^00 1.  +  333.3331-  6*-  8<1- 

X  1,350,000!.  II  3,4i6,66fil.  13s.  4d. 

5  5.250,000!.  fl  10,875,000!. 
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"  XIV  ^  vrithoyc  any  e:tpencc,  ^Iwn  by  the  popuUtt^p  which 
•,  ,  -U-..J  thoTe  procure  ic  at  tfomt;.  T9  fubfift  a  colony  in 
America^  it  U  neceflary  to  cultiv^c  a  province  in 
Europe]  and  this  additional  labour  increa^  the 
inward  ilrcDgch  aad  real  wi^qltb  pf  ttie  aj^cion. 
The  whale  globe  h  fcnliblc  oT  this  impulfe. 

The  labours  of  the  people  fettled  in  ihofe 
idands,  are  the  folebafisofthe  A&icAn  ;r^de:  th^y 
extend  the  filberiea  ajid  the  cuJtwrcs  of  N^rth  Ame- 
rica, aSbrd  a  good  mAiket  ibr  the  manufa&ures 
of  Afia,  and  double,  perhaps  treblie,  the  jyftivtty 
af  all  Europe.    They  ijiay  be  conGdercd  ^  th?  ' 
principal  caufc  of  the  rapid  motion  which  now 
agitates  the  univerfe.     This  ferment  muft  in- 
cre^^fc,  in  pEoporiion  a£  cultures,  that  are  fo  ca- 
pable ort;>eing  extCiidcd,  fhMl  apppj^ch  nearer  tp 
their  highcK  degree  of  perfe^ioo- 
■n«  k«ft  ,       Nothing  would  be  more  lifccly  to  batten  this 
I3^°f«l  happy  period,  than  to  gi_ve_^up„tbi:£JKhiiw»4K»de, 
tt^'^JcJ  which  every  naiion'Jias  rcfcryed  m  ip^f  la  it's 
«oMofib«j  0,yp  coTomss,    An  unlimited  freedom  to  tirafle 
ArchTcif    widi  all  the  illaiids,  woulfl  be  prudu^ive  gf  the 
**"  greateft  efforts,  by  e»citing  a  genpritl  cpRipetition. 

Men  who  are  iofpired  with  the  lose  pf  humanity, 
and  arc' enlightened  by  that  facred  Sre,  have  cv^^ 
■wiihcd  to  fee  every  obftacle  removed  that  inter- 
cepts a  dired  communication  of  all  the  ports  of 
America,  with  aH  thofe  of  Europe,  The  feveral 
governments,  which  being  almoft  all  corrupt  in 
their  origin,  cannot  be  influenced  by  this  prin- 
ciple of  univerfal  benevolence,  have  imagined 
that  aflbciations,  moftly  founded  on  the  feparate 
interell  of  each  nation,  or  of  one  fingle  indivi- 
5  dual. 
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dual,  ought  to  be  fornied  in  order  to  conBoe  aU  *  ^°  '^ 
.the  conneflions  of  every  colon)'  to  it's  rcfpedive  ^-  v-rf 
mother-couotry.  The  opinion  is,  that  thcie  re- 
ftraining  laws  fecure  to  each  commercial  nation 
in  Europe  the  fale  of  it's  own  territorial  produc- 
tions, the  means  of  procuring  fcch  foreign  com- 
modities as  it  may  ftand  in  need  of,  and  an  ad- 
vant^ous  balance  with  all  the  other  trading 
nations,. 

This  fyftem,  which  was  long  thought  to  be  the 
beft,  has  been  vigoroufly  oppoficd,  when  the  theory 
of  commerce  had  once  fhaken  off  the  fetters  of 
prejudice.  It  has  been  alleged,  that  no  nation 
can  fupply  all  the  real  or  imaginary  wants  of  it's 
colonies  out  of  it's  own  property.  There  is  noc 
one  that  is  not  obliged  to  get  feme  articles  from  1 

abroad,  in  order  to  complete  die  cargoes  dcftined 
for  America.  Frota  this  neceffity  ariica  at  leaft 
an  indireA  communication  of  all  nations  with. 
thofe  diftapt  pof&fiicHis.  Would  ic  not  be  more 
eligible  to  convey  each  article  to  it's  deftination 
in  a  direft  line,  than  by  this  indircil  way  of  ex- 
change ?  This  plan  WQuld  be  attended  with  lefs 
expencej  would  proqaoce  both  cuicure  and  con- 
fumption,  and  bring  an  increafe  of  revenue  to  the 
public  treafury:  an  infinite  nuodber  of  adi^n- 
cages  would  accme  to  the  caothcr-covntrjeSji 
wbich  would  make  them  fiiU  toaends  for  the  e^c- 
dufive  riglu  they  all  claii»>  to  their  reciprocal 
injury. 

Thebg  maKims  ape  true,  ibitdi,  and  ufcful,  but 
they  will  not  be  adopted.    The  peatbi;  is  this.    A 
grest  revolution  is  preparing  in  the  trade  of  Eu- 
rope, 
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BOOK  rope,  and  is  already  too  far  advanced  not  to  b'e 
,__y__»  connpteied-  Every  government  is  endeavouring 
to  do  without  the  afliftance  of  foreign  induftry* 
Moft  of  them  have  fucceeded,  and  the  reft  wili 
not  be  long  before  they  free  ihemfelves  from  this 
dependence.  Already  the  Engiifti  and  the  French, 
who  are  the  great  manufatSurers  of  Europe,  fee 
their  maftcr-pieccs  of  worknpanlhip  refufed  on 
all  fides.  Will  thcfe  two  nations,  which  are  at  the 
fame  time  the  greateft  planters  in  the  iflands,  open 
their  ports  to  thofe  who  force  them,  as  it  were* 
tp  ihut  up  their  manufaftures  at  home  ?  The 
more  they  lofe  in  the  foreign  markets,  the  lefs 
they  will  confcnt  to  a  competition  in  the  only 
market  they  have  left.  They  will  rather  ftrivc 
to  extend  it,  that  they  may  have  a  greater  de- 
mand for  their  commodities,  and  a  greater  fup- 
ply  of  American  produftioni.  It  is  by  thefe  re* 
turns  that  they  will  prefervc  their  advantage  in 
the  balance  of  trade,  without  being  apprehenfive 
chat  the  plenty  of  thefe  productions  will  lower 
(heir  value.  The  progrefa  of  induftry  in  our 
continent  muQ:  increafe  population  and  wealth, 
.  and  of  courfe  the  confumpcion  and  value  of  the 
produflions  of  the  Antilles. 
vihtt  vm  ■  But  what  will  become  of  this  part  of  the  New 
IVh'LZ.  World?  Will  the  fertlements  that  render  k  fo 
{^'"ift"'?'^'  fl°'^ri'^^"g>  always  remain  in  the  hands  of  their 
original  poffefforsj  or  will  the  matters  of  them 
be  changed?  If  a  revolution  Ibould  take  place  in 
them,  by  what  means  will  it  be  brought  ahuuty 
and  what  people  will  reap  the  advantage  of  it  ? 
Thcfe  are  queilions  that  afford  much  room  for 
conjecture. 
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tohjeflure,  which  m^y  be.  aflifted  by  the  follow- 
ing refleftions. 

The  iflahds  depend  totally  upon  Europe  for  a 
fupply  of  all  their  wants.  Thofc  which  only 
refpeft  wearing  apparel  and  implementa  of  huf-i 
bandry  will  admit  of  delay;  but  the  leaft  difap- 
poinrrtient,  With  regard  to  provifion*,  fpreads  a 
general  alarm,  and  caufcs  univcrfal  defolationj 
which  rather  tempts  the  people  to  wi(b  for,  than  to 
fear  the  approach  of  an  enemy;  And,  indeed, 
it  is  a  common  faying  in  the  colonies,  that  they^ 
will  never  fail  to  capitulate  with  a  fquadron  ftored 
With  barrels  of  6our  inftcad  of  gunpowder.  If 
wc  pretend' to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  by 
obliging  the  inhabitants  to  cultivate  for  their  own 
fubfiftenCe,  we  defeat  the  very  end  of  thefe  fettlc- 
inentsi  without  any  real  advantage.  This  liio-^ 
ther-cotiritry  would  deprive  hcrfelf  of  a  great  pare 
of  the  rich  produce  of  her  colonies,  and  would 
hot'prefervfc  them  frotn  invafion. 

Ik  vairi  fliould  we  hope  to  rfepiilfe  ah  invafioil 
by  the  help  of  Negroes,  born  in  a  climate  Where 
effeminacy  ftides  thfe  feeds  of  courage,  and  whd 
ire  ftiJI  more  enervated  by  flaveryj  and,  confe- 
quentlyj  but  little  concerned  in  the  choice  of  their 
tyrants.  In  fuch  hands,  the  belt  weapons  muft 
be  ufelefs.  It  might  eVen  be  apprehended  thaC 
they  would  turn  thctii  againfl:  their  jnercilcfs  op^ 
freffbrs; 

The  white  pebpte  appear  to  be  better  de-* 
fenders  of  the  colonies.  Befide  the  courage  which 
liberty  naturilly  infpires,  they  muft  alfo  be  ani- 
mated with  that  which  exclufivcly  belongs  ttf 

Vol*  Vi.  E  c  great 
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*  xi^  "  S™"  prqjrieiors.  They  are  not  men  dcbafed  by 
fc- *»■—**  coarfc  labours,  by  obfcure  occupations,  or  by 
indigence.  The  abfbluie  fwajr  which  they  ex- 
ercife  in  thetr  platitaaoiis,  muft  have  infpired 
them  with  pride  and  greatnefs  of  foul.  But, 
dtfpcrfcd  as  thtv  are  among  vaft  poSfefltons^ 
whit  caa  thtrir  fmall  number  avail?  And  would 
they  even  prevent  an  invafion,  were  tbcy  able  to 
do  it. 

All  the  colonics  hold  it  as  a  tnaxinv  that 
dieir  iflands  are  to  be  confidercd  a:  tfaofe  S^^^t 
cities  in  Europe,  which,  lying  <^en  to  the  firft- 
comer,  diange  their  dominion  without  an  attark, 
without  a  ftege,  and  almoJl  without  being  feofibte 
of  the  war.  The  ftrongeft  is  their  maftcr.  Tlte 
inhabitants  exciaim,  God  fave  the  covquerer!  va 
tmitation  of  the  Italians,  who  have  pafled  and 
repafied  from  one  yoke  to  another  in  the  ceutrfc 
of  a  campaign.  Whether  the  city  fliQuld  r«t!uni» 
at  the  time  of  peace,  under  it's  fornwr  govero- 
ment,  or  fljCHiJd  remain  in  the  tiai»ds  of  the  vuftor, 
it  has  lofl:  nothing  of  it's  fplendour  -,  while  towns, 
that  are  defended  by  ramparta  and  diiEcult  to  be 
taken,  are  always  depopulated  and  redjiccd  to  a 
heap  of  ruins.  Accordingly,  there  is  fcarcc, 
perhaps,  one  inhabitant  in  the  American  iQands. 
who  does  not  confider  it  to  be  a  fatal  prejudice 
to  expofc  his  for  rune  for  the  fake  of  his  country. , 
Of  what  importance  is  it  to  this  rapacious  crfcu- 
lator  whofe  laws  he  obeys,  if  his  crops  are  left 
ftanding  ?  It  is  to  enrich  himfelf  that  he  has 
croffed  the  feas.  If  he  preferves  his  trcafure,  hi> 
purpofc  is  anfwered.    Can  the  mother-couotry 

that 
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tiiiit  finf^es  hirtiy  and  frequehdjl'  after  having  ' 
tjrrannired  over.  Him  {  tTiat  is  ready  fo  givfc  him  ' 
up,  or,  perhaps,  to  feli  him,  at  die  tontlufibri  of 
A  peac«,  h^ve  any  clafm  to  the  facHficeot  his 
HfeJ  U  is  no  doubt  a  glorious  thing  to  d'li  for 
•ne's  eijuntry*  Bat  a  ftate,  *here  the  prbfpe- 
lity'ofihc  nation  is  fttrificed  to  forms  of  govern-. 
mentj  wherethe  art  ofimpofing  upon  men  is  the 
art  of  training  up  fdbjefts;  where  flaves  arfi 
wanted  infteld  of  citizens;  where  war  is  rfeclared, 
and  peacti  concluded,-  without  confulting  tht 
opinion  or  the  wifhes  of  the  people  j  whe'r^  ^vij 
dcfigrts  Art  always  countenanced  by  the  inttigueh 
of  dcbatJchely,  or  the  prafticcs  of  monopoly ;  and 
where  ufcfot  plana  are  dnly  adtifitcd  wtth  fucK 
rcftrlftions  as  prevent  their  being  carried  ihta 
execution :  is  this  the  tountry  for  which  our  blood 
(hoold  be  facrificed  ? 

The  fortifications,  ereftcd  fof  thfc  defence  of  the 
Colonies,  will  fccure  them  no  better  than  the 
eflbrts  of  the  inhabitants.  Even  if  they  were 
ftronger,  and  better  guarded  and  ftored  than 
they  hare  ever  been,  they  muft  always  furrender 
iHikfa  they  are  fuccourcd.  Should  the  reflftance 
liold  6at  above  fix  months,  that  circumftance 
would  ntit  difcourage  the  befiegcrs,  who,  being 
within  reach  of  a  conftant  fupply  of  refrcfhments, 
both  by  land  and  by  fea*  could  better  endure  the 
fevcrity  of  the  climate,  than  a  garrifon  could  refift 
the  duration  of  a  fiege. 

TpBKi  is  no  other  way  to  prefcrve  tfetC  CQlonifta 

bue  by  a  forrniBaSiiTjiavy..    It  is  on  the  docks 

and  in  the  harbours  of  Europe,  that  the  bafl;i07ij 

E  e  2  and 
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■  ^o  *■  and  ramparts  of  the  American  ccdonies  mtift  be 
^■■v'  I  laifcd.  While  the  mother-  country  (beltcn,  thcm^ 
as  it  were,  under  the  wings  of  her  fhips  j  fo  long 
as'lbe  ttiall  Bit  up  with  her  tleets  the  vaft  interval 
that  feparates  her  from  thefc  iflands,  the  ofl^prisg 
ofherinduftry  and  power,  her  parental  attention 
to  their  profpcrity  will  fecurc  their  attachment  (o 
her.  In  future,  therefore,  the  maritime  forces 
will  be  the  great  objcft  that  will  attrad  the  atten- 
tion c^  all  proprietors  of  land  in  America.  Eu- 
ropean policy  generally  fecures  the  frontiers  of 
ftates  by  fortified  townS  ;  but  for  maritime  powcn, 
there  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  citadels  in  the  cen- 
ter, and  (hips  -on  the  circumference.  A  com- 
mercial ifland,  indeed,  wants  no  fortified  towns, 
per  rampart  is  the  fea,  which  conftitutes  her 
fafety,  her  fubfiftence,  her  wealth;  the  winds  are 
at  her  command,  and  all  the  elements  confpire  to 
promote  her  glory. 

In  this  refpefl:.  Great  Britain  might  lately  have 
■undertaken  anything,  with  the  greateft  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  Her  iflands  were  fccure,  wiiile  thofc  of 
her  rivals  were  open  to  invafion.  The  opinion 
■which  the  Englilh  had  conceived  of  their  own  va- 
lour i  the  terror  which  their  arms  had  inipired  j  the 
fruits  of  a  fortunate  experience  acquired  by  their 
admirals ;  the  number  and  the  excellence  of  their 
fleets;  all  thefe  fcveral  modes  of  aggrandifcmcnt 
muft  have  been  annihilated  during,  the  calm  of  a 
long  peace.  The  pride  of  part  fuccefs ;  the  very 
rcftieflhcfs  infeparable  from  profpcrity ;  even  the 
burthen  of  conquefts,  which  feems  to  be  the  pu- 
niftiment  of  vidory  i  all  thefe  circumftances  were 

fo 
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fo  many  incitements  to  war.  The  projefts  formed  *  ^j^  ^ 
by  their  aftive  ambition,  have  been  annihilated  by  w^-V— * 
the  revolution  which  hath  detached  North  Ame- 
rica from  their  empire:  but  is  the  poffeflion  of 
the  iflands,  which  arc  become  very  wealthy,  and 
have  been  placed  by  nature  in  the  vicinity  of  thac 
great  continent,  which  is  ftill  in  a  ftate  of  poverty, 
better  fecured  to  the  nations  that  have  cultivated 
them?  It  is  in  the  pofition,  in  the  interefts,  ia 
•the  fpirit  of  the  new  republics,  thac  we  muft  en- 
.dcavour  to  explore  the  fccrct  of  our  future  de- 


■  END  OF  THE  FOURTEENTH  BOOK. 
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BOOK     XV. 

Settlements  of  the  French  in  North  America. 
■  Upon  ivhat  Bafis  ivas  founded  the  Hopes  of 
their  Profperity.  Confeguence  ofthefe  Settle' 
ments. 

HITHERTO  we  have  vifitcd  thofc  regions 
where  the  rays  of  the  fun  are  perpendicu- 
lar. We  fliall  now  pafs  on  to  thofe  where  they 
are  oblique.  It  is  no  longer  gold  which  our  ra- 
pacious and  cruel  Europeans  are  going  in  fearch 
of  at  fo  great  a  diftancc  from  their  country.  If 
they  again  crofs  the  feasj  it  will  be  for  a  lefs  ex- 
travagant motive,  it  will  be  to  withdraw  them- 
felvcs  from  the  calamities  of  their  own  regions  i 
it  will  be  to  find  reft  and  liberty;  to  clear  un- 
cultivated lands  i  to  caft  their  nets  on  fliores 
abounding  with  filh  i  to  go  in  fearch  of  animali 
upon  the  tops  of  mountains,  and  in  the  mid  11:  of 
forefts,  in  order  to  ftrip  them  of  their  valuable 
furs. 

The  favage  pofleffors  of  the  regions  we  arc 
going  to  pervade,  are  not  a  race  of  degenerate 
men,  without  ftrength  of  body,  or  elevation  of^ 
foul  J  but  we  Ihall  find  them  huntfmen,  warriors,  - 
inured  to  labour,  brate,-  eloquent,  jealous  of 
their  independency  i  men,  in  a  word,  who  alter- 
nately 
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nately  difpUy  Jnftances  of  the  tnoft  unhear'd  of  *  ^^  "^ 
-ferocioufncfs,  of  the  moft  heroic  magnanimity,  '^-y* 
and  of  the  moft  abfurd  fuperftition. 

SuP£KSTiTioK>  that  faul  plant,  ii  then  indi- 
genous in  all  climates;  ic  grows  equally  in  the 
the  plains,  and  upon  the  roclcs ;  under  the  ardour 
of  the  line,  under  the  fnows  of  the  pole,  and  in 
the  temperate  interval  which  divides  them.  Ddch 
the  generality  of  this  phatnomenon  poiu  out  in 
all  psrts  a  tendency  of  the  ignorant  and  ti[ftid  man 
towards  the  author  of  his  cxiftencf,  and  the  dif- 
pofer  of  good  and  evil  i  Doth  it  indicate  the 
anxiety  of  a  child  fceking  hre  father  in  ihc  dark  ? 

Spain  was  miftrcfs   of  the-  rith   empires  of  ^"'j^,^ 
Mexico  and  Peru  ;  of  the  gold  of  ihe  New  World,  «>i<«J  <*>■' 
and  of  almo(t  all  South  America.     The  Portu-   >  raaErinic, 
gueze,  after  a  long  fcriea  of  vidories,  defeats,   fl"^g?hl 
enterprizes,  miftakes,  conquefts,  and  lofics,  had  f^'^Jlf, 
kept  the  moft  valuable  fettlements  in  Africa,  in   r"'''"J|"'» 
India,  and  in  the  Brazils.     The  French  govern-  woiU. 
tnetit  had  not  even  conceived  it  poflible  to  efta- 
btifb  colonies,  or  imagined  that  any  advantage 
could  be  derived  from  having  pofltnions  in  thofe 
dillant  regions. 

Their  ambitious  views  were  turned  entirely  to- 
wards Italy.  Some  ancient  claims  on  the  Milanelc 
and  the  two  Sicilies  had  involved  them  in  cxpen- 
five  wars,  in  which  they  had  been  engaged  for  i 
long  time.  Their  internal  Commocions  diverted 
them  ftill  more  from  the  great  objed  of  eftablifh- 
ing  a  diftant  and  extenfive  commerce,  and  from 
the  idea  of  increafing  their  dominions  by  acqulfi- 
tioiK  in  ihe  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies* 

5c4  Th8 
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aoK  ■  THEauthorityofkings,  though  notopenlycon- 
^v  i/  tcftcd,  wdS  oppofed  and  cludcii.  Sume  remains  of 
the  feudal  govrrnmcni  were  ftill  fubfifting:  and 
many  of  ii's  abules  had  not  ytt  been  abolilhcd. 
The  prince  wa$  continually  employed  in  reftrain- 
ing  ihe^reftlels  fpirtt  of  a  powerful  nobility, 
ftloft  gf  the  provinces  that  cOmpofed  the  mo- 
narchy were  governed  by  dilHn£t  laws  and  forms 
pf  their  own.  Every  fociety,  every  order  in  the 
Aate,  enjoyed  peculiar  privileges,  which  were 
either  perpetually  contefted,  or  carried  to  excefs, 

-  The  government  was  a  complicated  machine^j 
■  which  could  only  be  regulated  by  the  manage- 
ment of  a  variety  of  delicate  fprings.  The  court 
was  frequently  under  a  ncceflity  of  having  ser 
courfe  to  the  ihameful  refources  of  intrigue  and 
corruption,  or  to  the  pdipus  irieiins  of  oppreffion 
and  tyranny  ;  ^nd  the  nation  was  continually  ne- 
gotiating with  the  priflce.  Regal  authority  wa^  -. 
unlimited,  without  having  receiv.ed  thp  fanftion 

-  of  the  lavvsj  and  the  people,  though  frequently 
too  independent,  had  yet  no  fecurity  for  their  117 
beriy.  Hence  arofe  continual  jealoufics,  appre- 
henCionS]  and  ftrugglcs.  The  whole  attention  of 
the  government  was  not  dircfted  to  the  welfare  of 
the  nation,  but  to  the  means  of  enflaving  ij.  The 
people  were  fenfible  of  thtir  wants,  but  ignorant 
pf  their  powers  and  refources.  They  found  their 
pghts  alternately  invaded  or  trampled  upon  by 
their  nobles  or  their  fovereigns. 

rimr*>n4  pRANpz,  therefore,  fuff^red  the  Spaniards  and 
•hchrto-  Portugucze  to  difcover-new  worlds,  and  to  give 
«^fcb*"the  laws  to  untooflf'n  nations.  Thf ir  ^tffntiqn  was  at 

.     Icngtl^ 
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length  excited  by  admiral  Coligny,  a  man  of  the  ■  ^o  k 
moft  cxtenfive.  Heady,  and  aftivc  genius,  that   ' — ^ — » 
ever  flouriOied  in  that  powerful  empire.    This  i^^J% 
great  politician,  attentive  to  the  interefts  of  his  Jll^hJ"* 
country,  even  amidft  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  *'",^ 
(ent  John  Ribaud  to  Florida,  in  1562.     This 
yaft  traft  of  North  America  then  extended  from 
Mexico  to  the  country  which  the  Englifli  have 
£nce  cultivated  under  the  name  of  Carolina.  The 
Spaniards  had  palTed  over  it  in  1512,  but  with- 
out fettling  there.     The  motives   that  engaged 
them  to  make  this  difcovery,    and  thofe  which 
induced  tliem  to  relinquifh  it,  are  equally  un- 
accountable. 

All  the  Indians  of  the  Caribbee  iflands  be- 
lieved, upor)  the  credit  of  an  anticnt  tradition, 
that  nature  ~had  concealed  a  fpring,  or  fountain,  ' 
fomewhere  on  the  continent,  the  waters  of  which 
bad  the  property  of  reftQring  youth  to  all  old 
men  who  were  fo  fortunat?>is  to  tafteofthem. 
The  notion  of  immortality  was  always  the  paffion 
of  mankind,  and  the  comfort  of  old  age.  This 
idea  delighted  the  romantic  imagination  of  the 
Spaniards,  The  lofs  of  many,  who  were  the  vic- 
tims of  their  credulity,  did  not  difcourage  the 
reft.  Far  from  fufpe£ling  that  the  firft  had  pe- 
rifhed  in  an  attempt,  of  which  death  would  prove 
the  moli  certain  confequence,  they  concluded 
that  they  did  not  return,  becaufe  they  had  found 
the  art  of  enjoying  perpetual  youth,  and  had  dif- 
covered  a  fpot  fo  delightful, 'that  they  did  not 
jchufe  to  leave  it. 

Foifcx 
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*  yj*  ^  PoNCi  DB  Leon  was  the  moft  famous  of  the 
*•  y'  i'  navigators'  who  were  infatuated  with  this  chi- 
merical idea.  Fully  pcrfuaded  of  the  cxiftence 
of  a  third  worid>  the  conqueft  of  which  was  re- 
ferved  CO  advance  his  fame}  but  thinkif^  that 
the  remunder  of  his  life  was  too  (hart  for  the  im- 
menfe  career  that  was  opening  before  him,  he 
rcfoived  to  endeavour  to  renew  it,  and  recover 
that  youthful  vigour  fo  neceffary  to  his  dcGgns. 
He  immediately  bent  his  courie  towards  thofe: 
climates  where  fable  had  placed  the  Founuin  of 
youth,  and  difcovercd  Florida ;  from  whence  he 
returned  to  Porto-Rico,  vifibly  more  advanced 
in  years  than  when  he  fet  out.  Thus  chance  im- 
mortalized the  name  of  an  adventurer,  who  made 
3  real  difcovery,  merely  by  being  in  purfuit  of  ao 
imaginary  one.  His  fate  was  the  fame  as  that  of 
die  alchymift,  who,  while  he  is  fearchiog  for  gold 
which  he  does  not  find,  difcovers  fome  valuable 
thing  which  he  was  not  feekiog  after. 

Thire  is  fcarce  any  ofeful  and  important  dtfco- 
very  made  by  the  human  mind,  that  has  not  been 
rather  the  cffe£t  of  a  reftlefs  imagination,  than  of 
induftry  excited  by  reflection.  Chance,  which  is 
the  imperceptible  courfe  of  nature^  is  never  at  reft, 
and  aflids  all  men  without  dillin£tion.  Genius 
grows  weary,  and  is  foon  difcouraged  ;  it  falls  to  the 
lot  only  of  a  few,  and  exerts  itfelf  merely  at  inters 
vals.  It's  utmoft  efforts  frequently  fcpve  only  Gd 
throw  it  in  the  way  of  chance,  and  invite  it's 
aififtance^  The  only  difference  between  a  man  of 
genius  and  one  of  common  capacity  b,  that  the  for- 
mer 
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mer  anticipates  and  explores  what  the  latter  acci-  b  00  k 
dentally  hits  upoa.  But  even  the  man  of  genius  •^j^vj-'mj 
himfelf  more  frequently  employs  the  advantages 
ivhich  chance  prcfents  to  him.  It  is  the  lapidary 
who  gives  the  value  to  the  diamond,  which 
the  pcafant  has  digged  up  without  knowing  it's 
worth. 

The  Spaniards  had  negleded  Florida,  becaufe 
they  did  not  difcover  there,  either  the  fountain 
that  was  to  make  them  all  grow  young,  or  gold, 
which  haftens  the  period  of  old  age.  The  French 
found  there  a  more  real  and  valuable  treafurej  z 
clear  flcyj  a  fruitful  foil,  a  temperate  climate, 
and  favages  who  were  lovers  of  peace  and  hofpi- 
tality  i  but  they  themfclves  were  not  fenfibie  of 
the  worth  of  thefe  advantages.  Had  they  fol- 
Ipwed  the  dircdlions  of  Coligny;  had  they  tilled 
the  ground,  which  only  wanted  the  affiftance  of 
roan  to  call  forth  it's  treafurcs;  had  a  due  fubor- 
dination  been  maintained  among  the  Europeans  j 
had.  not  the  rights  of  the  natives  of  the  country 
been  violatedi  acolony  might  have  been  founded, 
which  in  time  would  have  become  flourjihingand 
permanent.  But  fuch  prudent  meafures  were  not 
to  be  cxpeftcd  from  the  levity  of  the  French. 
The  provifions  were  lavilhed  j  the  fields  were  not 
fQMi'nj  the  authority  of  the  chiefs  was  difregarded 
by  gncraclable  fubakernsj  the  paffion  for  hunting, 
and  war  engrofled  all  iheir  attention ;  in  a  word, 
every  duty  was  negleded. 

To  complete  their  misfortune,  the  civil  dif- 

turbanccs  in  ffance  diverted  the  fubjei5la  from  an 

under- 


.i.zed  I!,  Google 


BOOK 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

undertaking  which  had  n»vcr  engaged  the  atteni. 
tion  of  government.  Theological  difputes  alie- 
nated the  minds  and  divided  the  hearts  of  all 
ranks  of  people.  Goyernment  had  violated  that 
facred  law  of  nature,  which  enjoins  all  m?n 
to  tolerate  the  opinions  of  their  fellow-creatures; 
and  the  rules  of  policy,  which  are  inconfiflenc  with 
.^  unfeafonabie  exertion  of  tyranny.  The  re- 
foriped  religion  had  made  great  progrefs  in 
France,  when  it  was  perfecuted  i  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  nation  was  involved  in  the  profcrip-" 
tion,  and  took  up  arms. 

Spain,  though  not  lefs  intolerant,  had  pre- 
vented religious  difturbanccs,  by  fuffering  the 
clergy  to  aflume  that  authority  which  has  been 
continually  increafing,  but  which,  for  the  future, 
will  be  conftantly  on  the  decline.  The  inqui- 
fition,  always  ready  to  oppofe  the  lead  appear- 
ance of  innovation,  found  means  to  prevent  the 
Proteftant  religion  from  making  it's  way  into  the 
kingdom,  and  by  this  means  {pared  itfelf  the 
trouble  of  extirpating  it.  Philip  II.  wholly 
uken  up  with  America,  and  accuftomed  to  con- 
iider  himfelf  as  the  fole  proprietor  of  it,  being 
informed  of  the  attempts,  made  by  fome  French- 
men to  fettle  there,  and  of  their  being  neglefted 
by  their  own  government,  fitted  out  a  fleet  from 
Cadiz  to  dcftroy  them.  Menendez,  who  was  the 
commander  of  it,  landed  in  Florida,  where  he 
found  the  enemies  he  went  in  fearch  of  fettled  at 
Carolina  fort.  He  attacked  all  their  intrench- 
meriis,  carried  them  fword  in  hand,  and  made  a 
dreadful 
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dreadful-  maffacre.  Thofe  who  efcaped  the  rag*  *  00  it 
of-the  fword  were  hanged  on  a  tree,  with  this  in-  i_  .'  1' 
fcription  :  Not  as  Frenchmen,  hat  as  bereiics. 

Far  from  fccking  to  revenge  this  infult,  the 
miftiftry  of  Charles  IX.  fecretly  rejoiced  at  the 
mifcarriage  of  a  projcfl,  which,  though  rhey  had 
approved  it,  was  not  coiinrenanced  by  thent ;'  b^ 
caufe  it  had  been  contrived  by  the  head  af  the 
Huguenots,  and  might  rcfleft-honour  on  ihcif 
party.  The  indignation  of  the  public  only  con- 
finned  them' in  their  rcfolution  of  (hewing  no 
refentnient.  It  was  referved  for  a  private 
man  to  execme  what  the  ftate  ought  to  have 
done. 

Dominic  de  Gdurcues,  born  at  mount  Marfaa  '  ' 

in  Gafco^iy,  a  ikilful  and  intrepid  feaman,  aa 
enemy  to  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  he  had  re- 
ceived perfonal  injuries  i  paffionately  fond  of  his 
country,  of  hazardous  expeditions,  and  of  glory; 
fold  his  eftate,  built  fomc  fiiips,  and  with  a  feleft 
band  of  his  own  ftamp,  embarked  to  attack  the 
murderers  in  Florida.  He  drove  them  from  all 
their  pofts  with  incredible  valour  and  activity, 
defeated  them  in  every  rencounter,  and,  by  way 
of  retaliation  for  the  Contemptuous  infult  ihey  had 
fliew'n,  hung  them  up  on  trees ;  with  this  infcrip- 
tion :  Not  as  SpamarJs,  but  as  affhjjins. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  content  with  mafla- 
cring  the  French,  the  latter  would  never  have 
had  rccourfe  to  fuch  cruel  reprifals ;  but  they 
were  offended  at  the  infcription,  and  were  guilty 
of  an  atrocious  a61,  in  revenge  for  the  derifion  tb 
virhich  they  had  been  expofed.  This  is  not  the 
.  t  only 
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■  XV  "^  °"^^  ioftance   in  hiftoty  which  .may  Ifcad  one 
fc— yo   to  imagine,    that  it  is   not  the  thihg  that  hu 
made  the  word^  but  the  word  that  has  made  the 
thing. 

Xhe  expedition  of  the  brave  de  Gourgues  Was 
attended  wich  no  further  coofcquences.  He  blew 
up  the  forts  he  had  taken,  and  nturned  home) 
either  for  want  of  provifions  fuffitlient  to  e(iab]« 
him  to  remain  in  Florida,  or  b^aufe  he  foFcfa'9 
that  no  fuccours  were  to  be  expected  frotn  Fraocei 
or  thought  that  friendlhip  with  the  natives  woultl 
laft  no  longer  than  the  means  of  purchafing  it,  or 
that  he  would  be  attacked  by  the  Spaniards.  He 
Was  received  by  all  true  patriots  with  the  ap" 
plaufe  due  to  his  meriti  but  neglcd^d  by  the 
court,  which  was  too  defpotic  and  fuperftitious 
not  to  (land  in  awe  of  virtue. 

From  the  year  1567,  when  this  intrepid  Gaf- 
ebon  evacuated  Florida,  the  Freach  neglefled 
America.  Bewildered  in  a  chaos  of  unintelIi-> 
gible  doctrines,  they  lofl:  their  realbn  and  their 
humanity.  The  mildeft  and  moA  Ibciable  people 
upon  earth  became  the  moft  barbarous  and  fan« 
guinary.  Scaffolds  and  flakes  were  infuSicient:- 
as  they  all  appeared  criminal  in  each  other's  eyis, 
they  were  all  mutually  vidlims  and  executioners* 
After  having  condemned  one  another  to  eternal 
deftradtion,  they  affaffinated  each  other  at  the  in- 
fligation  of  their  priefts,  who  breathed  nothing 
but  the  fpirit  of  revenge  and  bloodlhed.  Ao 
length,  the  generous  Henry  foftened  the  minds 
of  his  fubjefts  j  his  companion  and  tendcrnela 
made  them  fed  their  own  calamities}  he  revived 
their 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THB-EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.     : 

their  fondnefs-^F  the  fweets  of  tbcia)  life;  he  ' 
prevailed  upon  them  to  lay-down  their  arms* 
and  they  coAftbced  -to  live  h&ppy  isnder  his  pa- 
rental laws.'  ■■ 

'  In  this  ftftttf  of  tranquillity  and  freedom,  under 
■  fckig  who  poflfeffed  the  confidence  erf"  his  pcoplc» 
they  began  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  fome  ufcful 
projeSs,  and  undertook  the  eftablifhment  of  co* 
hanies  abroad.  Florida  was  the  firft  country  that 
natoraHy  occurred  to  them.  Except  Fort  St, 
AugHftine,  (brmerly  built  by  the  Spaniards,  ac 
the  diftancc  of  ten  or- twelve  leagues  from  the 
Breach  ccdony,  the  Europeans  ^ad  not  a  Iingle 
fetdement  in  all  that  vad  and  beautiful  country. 
The  inhabitants  were  not  a  formidable  Cet  of  men ; 
and  the  foil  had  every  promifing  appearance  of 
fertility.  It  waa  likewife  reported  to  be  rich  in 
gohl  and  filvcr  mines,  both  thofe  metals  having 
been  found  there,j  whereas,  in-  fafl:,  they  came 
from  fome  ftiips  that  had  been  cafl:  away  upon 
ifeecoafts.  The  remembrance  of  the  great  ac- 
tions performed  by  tome  Frenchmen  could  not 
|trt-  be  erafed;  Probably  the  French  themfelvcs 
were  rather  ^raid  of  irritating  Spain  (  which  was 
abt  yet  difpoicd  to  fuffer  the  leaft  fettlemcnt  to  be 
fSade  on  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  even  near  ir. 
.Thed^gerofprovoking  a nation,fo  formidable  iri 
thole  parts,  determioed  them  to  keep  at  a  di (lance 
i(&i;niich  as  poOlble,  and  therefore  they  gave  the 
preference  to  the  more  northern  parts  of  America: 
that  road  was  already  chalked  out. 

Fkancis  I.  had  lent  out  Verazani,  a  Floren-   "^ 
tioe,  io  1523,^  who  only  took  a  view  of  the  ifland  r 

of; 
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*  ^v*  ^  ^^  Newfoundland,  and  fomc  coafis  of  the'  cofid-* 
fc.*y*^  nenti  but  made  rfoAay  there. 

Elevew  years  after,  James  Carder,  a  fltilful 
navigator  of  St.  Malo,  rcfumed  the  prcj^s  of 
Vera2ini.  The  two  nations,  which  hadfirft  landed 
in  America,  excUimrd  again/V  the  injuftice  of 
treading  in  their  footllcps.  Whai  f  faid  Francis  h 
^eafantly,  Jball  the  kiags.  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
^ei!j  dmde  ail  Jmerica  hivaeen  tbem,  without  juf- 
ftring  me  to  take  ajbart  as  their  brjatber?  I  ■would 
fain  fee  the  article  of  Adam's  will  that  bequeaths  that 
vafi  inheritance  to  them. 

Cartcer  proceeiled  further  than  his  predeccf- 
fbr.  He  went  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  but; 
aftci-  having  bartered  fome  European  commodi- 
ties with  the  ravages  for  fome  of  their  furs,  he 
rc-embarked  far  France  j  where- an  undcrt^ing^ 
■which  fecmed  to  have  been  entered  upon  merely 
from  imitation,  was  neglefted  from  levity. 

It  happened  fortunately  that  the  Normans,  th4 
Britons,  and  the  Bifcayans,  continued  to  carry  oil 
the  cod-filhcry  on  the  great  fand-bank  aiong'the 
Coafts  of  Newfoundland,  and  in  all  the  adjacent 
latitudes.  Thefc  intrepid  and  exporienced  mcri 
ferved  as  pilots  to  the  adventurers  who,  fince  tht 
year  I598,  have  attempted  to  fettle  colonies  iff 
thofe  defert  regions.  None  of  thofe  firft  fettlc- 
ments  profpcred,  bccaufc  they  were  all  under  thi 
direftion  of  cxclufive  compairies,  which  had  neii 
ther  abilities  to  chufe  the  beft  fituatioiis,  nor  k 
fufficient  capital  to  wait  for  their  returns.  Onft 
monopoly  followed  another  in  a  rapid  fuccellion: 
without  any  advantage ;  they  were  parfucd  with 
greedinefs. 


ilizedb'GoOgIc 


IN  tH»  EAST  AND  WEST  rNl>IB9; 

gfe^dinefs,  without  a  plan,  or  any  means  to  carry  ' 
them  into  execution;  All  thefc  different  com-  ■ 
panics  fucceflively  ruined  themfelvesi  and  the 
ftate  was  no  gainer  by  their  lofs.  Thefe  nume- 
rous expeditions  had  colt  France  more  men,  more 
money,  and  more  ihips,  than  other  Aates  would 
have  expended  in  the  foundation  of  great  em- 
pires. At  Jaft  Samuel  de  Champ^ain  went  at 
confiderable  way  up  the  river  Sc.  Lawrence  j 
and,  in  1608,  upon  the  borders  of  that  river 
laid  the  foundation  of  Quebec,  which  became 
the  origin,  center,  and  capital,  of  New  France, 
or  Canada. 

The  unbounded  track,  that  opened  itfclf  to  the 
view  of  this  colony,  difcovered  only  dark,  thick; 
and  deep  foreds,  the  height  of  which  alone  was  a 
proof  of  their  antiquity^  Numberlefs  large  rivers 
came  down  from  a  confiderable  diftance  to  water 
thefe'  immenfe  regions.  The  intervals  between 
them  were  full  of  lakes.  Four  of  thefe,  meafured 
from  two  to  five  hundred  leagues  in  circum- 
ference. Thefe  fort  of  inland  feas communicated 
with  each  other  J  and  their  waters,  after  forming 
the  great  river  St.  Lawrence,  confiderably  in- 
creafcd  the  bed  of  the  ocean.  Every  thing  in  this 
rude  part  of  the  New  World  appeared  grand  and 
fublime.  Nature  here  difplaycd  fuch  luxuriancy  . 
and  majefty  as  commanded  veneration }  and  a  mul- 
titude of  wild  graces,  far  (bperior  to  the  artificial 
beauties  of  our  climates.  Here  the  imagination 
of  a  painter  or  a  poet  would  have  been  raifed,' 
animated,  and  filled  with  thofe  ideas  which  leave 
a  lafting  imprclfion  on  the  mind.   All  thefe  eoun- 

VoL.Vi,.    ■  Ff  tries 
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8  xi?  ^  ^'"'**  exhaled  -an  air  fit  to  prolong  life.  This 
t.— V— ^  temperature,  vhich,  from  the  poGtioit  of  the  cli- 
mate, muft  have  been  extremely  pleafant,  loft 
nothing  of  it's  wholefomenefs  by  the  feVerity  of  a 
long  and  intenfe  winter.  Thofc  who  impute  this 
merely  to  the  woods,  fprings,  and  mountains, 
with  which  this  country  abounds,  have  not  taken 
every  thirig  into  confideration.  Others  add  to 
thefc  caufes  of  the  cold,  the  elevation  of  the 
land,  a  pure  aerial  atmofphcre,  ieldom  loaded 
'With  vapours;  and  the  direction  of  the  winds, 
which  blow  from  North  to  South  over  feas  always 
frozen. 
Conn-  Notwithstanding  this,  the  inhabitants  of  this 

™i','  ^>-     fliarp  and  bleak  climate  were  but  thinly  clad.    Bc- 
*^'J^'    ^^^^  '^^'"^  intercourfe  with  us,  a  cloik  of  btifiklo 
of  the  f^      or  beaver  fkin,  bound  with  a  leathern  girdle,  and 
iDhibiiH      ftockings  made  of  a  roe-buck's  (ktn,   was  the 
whole  of  their  drefs.    The  additions  they  have 
fince  made,  give  great  offence  to  their  old  men, 
who  are  ever  lamenting  the  degeneracy  c^  their 
manners. 

Few  of  thefe  favages  knew  any  thing  of  huf- 
bandry;  they  only  cultivated  maize,  and  that  they 
left  entirely  to  the  management  of  the  womeir,  a» 
being  beneath  the  dignity  of  independent  men. 
Their  bitcereft  imprecation  againll  an  enemy,  w^ 
the  fame  as  the  curfe  pronounced  by  God  againft 
the  firft  man,  that  he  might  be  reduced  to  till  the 
ground.  Sometimes  they  would  condefcend  to 
go  a  fifiiing  J  but  their  chief  delight,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  all  their  life,  was  hunting.  For 
this  purpofe  the  whole  nation  went  out  3s  they 

did 
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did  (o  warj  every  family  marched  in  fearch  of  ®  °^  ' 
fullcnance.  They  prepared  for  the  expedition  by  v^Mv^t. 
revere  fafting,  and  never  ftirrcd  out  till  they  had 
imi:;lored  the  aOiftancft  of  their  gods ;  tbey  did  , 
not  pray  for  ftrength  to  kill  the  beafts>  but  that 
Jhey  iiiight  be  fo  fortiinfltc  as  to  meet  with  thein. 
None  ftaid  behind  except  infirm  and  old  menj  all 
the  rcil  fallied  forth,  the  men  to  kill  the  gamcj 
at)d  the  'women  to  diy  and  bring  it  home.  The 
winter  was  with  them  the  Bneft  feafon  of  the 
^ear:  the  bear,  the  toe- buck,  th£  ftag,  and  th6 
elk,  could  not  then  run  with  any  degree  of  fwifc* 
hefs,  through  fnow  that  was  four  or  five  feet  deep* 
The  favagesj  who  were  ftopped  neithef  by  th« 
buflitis,  the  torrents,  the  pondi,  nor  the  river3> 
and  who  ciould  out-run  moft  of  the  fwifter  animals^ 
ivere  feldbm  unfuccefsful  in  the  chacc.  When 
they  were  without  game,  they  lived  upon  acorns  « 
and,  for  want  of  thefe,  fed  upon  the  fap  or  inner 
fltin  that  grows  between  the  wood  and  the  bark  of 
the  afpen*tree,  and  the  birch. 

is  the  interval  between  their  htinting  partiesj 
they  made  or  mended  th^ir  bows  and  arrows,  the 
■tacketS  for  running  upofi  the  ffiow,  and  the  canoes 
for  crofilng  the  lakes  and  rivers.  Thefe  travel- 
lingjhiplements,  and  a  few  earthen  pots,  were  the 
only  fpccimen*  of  art  among  thefe  wandering  na- 
tions. Thofe,  who '  were  collcfted  in  towns, 
added  to  thefe  the  labours  requifite  for  their  feden- 
taty  way  of  life^'  for  the  fencing  of  their  huts,  and 
fecufing  thcrh  fJ-om  being  attacked.  The  favages, 
rtt  thatperiodi  gave  themfelves  up  to  total  inac- 
tiooi  in  the  moft  profound  fecurity.  The  people, 
E  f  2  content 
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'  xv*  "  "^^"'^"^  ^'^'^  ^''^''^  ^°*»  *°'^  fatisfied  wUh  what 
h^.v|lw<  nacure  afforded  them,  were  unacqualnced  witti' 
that  reftleflhefs  which  arifes  from  a  fenfe  of  our 
own  wcaknefs,  that  loathing  of  ourfclves  and  every 
thing  about  us*  that  neceflity  of  flying  from  foH- 
tude,  and  eafing  our&lves  of  the  burthen  of  life 
by  throwing  it  upon  mhess. 

Theik.  flature  in  general  was  beautifulty  pro- 
portioned^  but  they  hadmorc  agility  than  flrengthy 
and  were  ipore  fit  to-  bear  the  fatigues  of  the 
chace  than  hard  labour.  Their  features  were 
regular,  and  there  was  a  kind  of  Bercenefs  iii  their 
afpedb,  which  they  contrafted  in.  war  and  huntr' 
ing.  Their  complexion  was  of  a  coppervcolour  s 
and  they  derived  it  from  nature,  by  which  all  men 
who  are  conftantly  expofed  to  the  op£n  iir  are 
tanned.  This  complexion  was  rendered  flill  more 
difa^reeable  by  the  abfurd  CMftom  tlwt- prevails 
among  favages,  ef  painting  their  bodia»and  face% 
cither  to  diftinguilh  each  other  ae  a  diftance,  to 
render  thcmfclvcs  more  agreeable  to  their  miff 
treffesy  or  more  formidable  in  war.  Befide  this 
varniih,  they  rubbed  thcmfelves  with  the  fat  of 
quadrupeds,,  or  the  oil  offlfh,  a  cuAom  common 
and  peceflary  among,  them,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  intolerable  ftings  of  gnats  and  infedsj  thst 
fwarm  in  uncultiv-ated  countries..  Thefc  oinir 
oients  were  prepared  and  mixed  up  with  certaia 
red  juices,. fuppofed  to  be  a' deadly  poifon  to  the 
mofchetos.  To  thefe  fevcral  methods  of  anoint- 
ing ihemfclvcs,  which-  penetrate  and-  dtfcolour 
the  Ikin,  may- be  added^  the  fumigations  they 
made  in  their  huts,  agalnft  thofe  infefts,  and  the 
fmokfr 
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Imoke  of  the  fires  they  kept  all  the  winter  to 
•warm  themfclves,  and  to  dry  their  meat.  This 
was  frffficient  to  make  them  appear  frightful  to 
our  people,  though  beautiful)  without  doubt,  or 
at  leaft  not  difagreeablc  to  themfclvcs.  Their 
fight)  fmell>  and  hearing,  and  all  their  fenfesj 
were  remarkably  quick,  and  gave  them  early 
I  notice  of  their  dangers  and  wants.  Thcfe  were 
few,  but  their  difeafes  were  ftill  fewer.  They 
hardly  knew  of  any  but  what  were  occafioncd  by 
too  violent  exercifc,  creating  too  much  after  long 
gbftinencc. 

They  were  not  a  very  numerous  peoplej  and 
poffibly  this  might  bean  advantage  to  them.  Po- 
liflicd  nations  muft:  wilh  for  an  incrcafe  of  popu- 
lation, becaufc,  as  they  are  governed  by  ambi- 
tious rulers,  who  are  the  more  inclined  to  war 
fron?  not  being  perfonally  engaged  in  it,  they  are 
under  a  neceffity  of  fighting,  either  to  invade  or 
repulfe  their  neighbours  j  and  becaufc  they  never 
have  a  fuflicient  extent  of  territory  to  fatisfy  their 
entcrpriling  and  expenfive  way  of  life.  But  un- 
conneiSled  nations,  who  arc  always  wandering, 
and  guarded  by  the  deferts  which  divide  them; 
who  can  fiy  when  they  are  attacked,  and  whofc 
poverty  prefcrvcs  them  from  committing  or  fuf- 
fering  any  injufticej  fuch  favage  nations  do  not 
feel  the  want  of  nurpbers.  Perhaps  nothing  more 
is  required,  than  to  be  able  to  refill  the  wild 
beafts ;  occafionally  to  drive  away  an  infignifi- 
cant  enemy,  and  mutually  to  aflift  each  other. 
Had  they  been  mofe  populous,  the/  would  the 
fooncr  have  exhaufted  the  country  they  inhabited, 
F  f  ^  and 
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B  ^^  K  and  have  been  forced  to  remove  in  fearch  of  ano^ 

t,  I  .  lu  ■  therj  the  onljr,  or,  at  leaft,  the  greatefl:  misfortune 

attending  their  prccariou?  way  of  life. 

Ikdepeijdjnt  of  thefe  refleiftions,  which  pof- 
fibly  did  no^  occur  fo  ftrongly  to  the  favages  of 
Canada,  the  nature  of  things  was  alone  rutficient 
%o  check  their  increafe.  Though  they  liy^ed  in  i 
fTountry  abounding  in  game  and  filh,  yet  in  fome 
feafons,  and  fotnetimeg  for  whole  years,  this  re- 
fource  failed  them  :  and  famine  then  occaTioncdi 
great  deftruftion  among  people  wjio  were  at  ton 
great  a  diftance  to  affift  each  other.  Their  wars, 
pr  tranfipnt  hoflilities,  the  rcfult  of  former  animo- 
fitics,  were  very  deftrudlve.  Men  conltandy  ai> 
cuftomed  to  hunt  for"  their  fubfiftence,  to  tear  in 
pieces  the  animal  they  had  overtaken,  to  hear  the 
cries  of  death,  and  fee  the  fhedding  of  blood,  mu& 
have  been  ftilt  more  cruel  in  war,  if  poQible,  ttiaa 
flur  own  pcopje,  who  live  partly  pn  vegetables. 
In  a  word,  notwithftanding  all  that^has  been  faid 
in  favour  of  inuring  children  to  hardthips,  whJdi 
■miflcd  Peter  the  Qreat  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he 
prdcred  that  none  of  his  failors  children  Ihould 
drink  any  thing  but  fearwater  (an  experiment 
which  proved  fataJ  to  all  who  tried  it)i  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  a  great  many  young  favages  perilhed 
through  hunger,  thirft,  cold,  and  fatigue.  Even 
thofe  whofc  conftitution  was  llrong  enough  IQ 
bear  the  ufual  excrcifes  of  thofe  climates,  to  fwira 
pver  the  broadeft  rivers,  to  go  two  hundred  league* 
pn  a  hunting  party,  to  live  many  days  wiihoul 
Peep,  to  fubfift  a  confiderablc  time  without  an)! 
food}  fy^h  men  muft  have  been  exhaufted,  wd 
(qt*ilj 
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totally  unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  generation.  Few  *  °  °  ^ 
were  fo  long-lived  as  our  people,  whofe  manner  t— *v— xf 
of  living  is  more  uniform  and  tranquil. 

The  aufterity  of  a  Spartan  education;  thecuf- 
tpm  of  inuring  children  to  hard  labour  and  coarfc 
food  has  been  produftive  of  dangerous  miftakes, 
Philofophers,  defirous  of  alleviating  the  miferics  ' 
incident  to  mankind,  have  endeavoured  to  com- 
fort the  wretched  who  have  been  doomed  to  a  life 
of  hardlhips,  by  perfuading  them  that  it  was  the 
moft  wholefome  and  the  beft.  The  rich  have 
ieagerly  adopted  a  fyftem,  which  ferved  to  render 
them  infenfible  to  the  fufferings  of  the  poor,  and 
to  difpenfe  them  from  the  duties  of  humanity 
and  companion.  But  it  is  an  error  to  imagine, 
that  men  who  are  employed  in  the  more  labo- 
rious arts  of  fociety,  live  as  long  as  thofe  who 
enjoy  the  fruit  of  their  toil.  Moderate  labour 
ftrengthens  the  human  frame;  exceffive  labour 
impairs  it.  A  peafant  is  an  old  man  at  fixtys 
while  iTie  inhabitants  of  towns,  who  live  in  afflu- 
ence, and  with  fome  degree  of  moderation,  fre- 
quently attain  to  fourfcore.  and  upward.  Even 
men  of  letters,  whofe  employments  are  by  no 
means  favourable  to  health,  afford  many  inftances 
of  longevity.  Let  not  then  our  modern  writings 
propagate  this  falfe  and  cruel  error,  to  feduce  the 
rich  to  difregard  the  groans  of  the  poor,  and  to 
transfer  all  their  tendernefs  from  their  vaffals  to 
their  dogs  and  horfes. 

Three  original  languages  were  fpoken  in  Cana- 
da, the  Algonquin,  the  Sioux,  and  the  Huron. 
They  were  confidered  as  prinnitive  languages,  be- 
F  f  4  caufc 
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'  ^  caufe  each  of  them  contained  many  of  thofe  imi- 
— ^  tative  words,  which  convey  an  idea  of  things  by 
found.  Thedialeftsderivedfrom  them,  were  nearly 
as  numerous  as  their  towns.  No  abftrad  terms 
were  found  in  thefe  languages,  bccaufe  the  infant 
mind  of  the  lavages  feldom  extends  it's  view  beyond 
the  prcfent  obje<5t  and  the  prefent  limej  and,  as 
they  have  but  few  ideas,  they  feldom  wjint  to  re- 
prefent  feveral,  under  one  and  the  fame  fign.  Be.- 
fides,  the  language  of  thefe  people,  almofl:  always 
animated  by  a  quick,  Ample,  and  ftrong  fenfation, 
excited  by  the  great  fcenes  of  nature,  contra^ed  ^ 
lively  and  poetical  caft  from  their  ftrong  and  adive 
imagination.  The  ^(lonilhment  and  admiratioa 
which  prpceeded  from  their  ignorance,  gave,  them 
a  ftrong  propcnfity  to  exaggeration.  Thcycxpreflcd 
what  they  fawi  their  language  painted,  as  it  were, 
patural  objects  in  ftrong  colouring;  apd  their  dif- 
courfes  were  quite  pifturefque.  For  want  of  term? 
agreed  upon  to  denote  certain  compound  or  com* 
plex  ideas,  they  made  ufe  of  figurative  expreffions. 
What  was  ftill  wai^ting  in  fpeech,  they  fupplied  by 
their  geftures,  their  attitudes^  their  bodily  motions, 
and  the  modulations  of  the  voice.  The  boldeft 
metaphors  were  mqre  familiar  to  them  in  commoi) 
converfatidnj  than  they  are  even  in  epic  poetry  in 
.  the  European  languages.  Their  fpeechcs  in  public 
affemblies,  parpcylarly,  were  full  of  images," 
energy,  and  pathos.  No  Greek  or  Rqman  orator 
ever  fpoke,  perhaps,  with  more  ftrength  and  fubr 
Jimity  than  one  of  their  chiefs.  It  was  thought 
neceflary  to  perfuade  them  to  remove  at  a  diftance 
from  their  native  foil.    IFewere  born,  faidhe,  on 
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this/pot^  our  fathers  Se  buried  in  it.    Stall  we  fay 
to  the  hones  of  our  fathers,  Arife,  and  come  with  us 
into  a  foreign  land? 

It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  that  fuch  nations 
could  not  be  fo  gentle  nor  fo  weak  as  thofe  of 
3outh  America.  They  ftiewed  that  they  had  that 
degree  of  a^ivity  and  (Irength  which  the  people 
of  the  northern  nations  always  poflefsi  unlefs  they 
arc,  like  the  Laplanders,  of  a  very  different  fpc- 
cics  from  cur's.  They  had  but  juft  attained  to 
that  degree  of  knowlcge  and  civilization,  to 
which  inftinft  alone  may  lead  men  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  years  ;  and  it  is  among  fuch  people  that 
^  philofophcr  may  Iludy  man  in  a  ftate  of 
nature. 

They  were  divided  into  feveral  fmall  nations^ 
Vfhofe  form  of  government  was  nearly  fimilar. 
Ppme  had  hereditary  chiefs ;  others  eledled  them  j 
the  greater  part  were  only  direflcd  by  their  old- 
men.  They  were  mere  afToctations,  formed  by 
f:h3nce,  and  always  free;  and  though  united,  they 
were  bound  by  no  tie.  The  will  of  individuals 
was  not  even  overruled  by  the  general  one.  Ail 
decifions  were  confidered  only  as  matter  of  ad- 
vice, which  was  not  bincling,  or  enforced  by 
any  penalty.  If,  jn  one  of  thefe  Angular  repub- 
lics, a  man  was  condemned  to  death,  it  was  ra- 
thcr  a  kind  of  war  againft  a  common  enemy,  than 
9n  a^  of  juftice  exercifed  againft  a  fubjctft  or  a' 
fellow- citizen.  Inftead  of  coercive  power,  goo4 
manners,  example,  education,  a  refpe^t  for  old 
men,  a  parental  aifeftion,  maintained  peace  in 
lljcfe  focietics,  whprc  there  ffa§  neither  law  ngr 
^  property. 
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property.  Rcafon,  which  hid  not  been  mifled  by 
prejudice,  or  corrupted  by  pafBon,  as  it  is  with 
us,  ferved  them  inflead  of  moral  precepts  and  re- 
gulations of  police.  Harmony  and  fecurity  were 
maintained  without  the  interpofition  of  govern- 
ment. Authority  never  incroached  upon  that 
powerful  inftinft  of  nature,  the  love  of  inde- 
pendence J  which,  enlightened  by  reafon,  pro- 
duces in  us  the  love  of  equality. 

Hence  arifes  that  regard  which  the  favages  have 
for  each  other.  They  lavifh  their  cxpretTions  of 
efteem,  and  expcift  the  fame  in  return.  They 
are  obliging,  but  referved ;  they  weigh  their 
words,  and  liften  with  great  attention.  Their 
gravity,  which  appears  like  a  kind  of  melancholyi 
is  particularly  obfervable  in  their  national  alTem- 
blies.  Every  one  fpeaks  in  his  turn,  according  to 
his  age,  experience,  and  fervices.  No  one  is 
ever  interrupted,  either  by  indecent  reflections,  or 
ill-timed  applaufe.  Their  public  aiFairs  are  ma- 
naged with  fuch  difintereftednefs  as  is  unknow'n 
in  our  governments,  v/herc  the  welfare  of  the 
ftate  is'  hardly  eyer  promoted  but  from  felfifh 
views  or  party  fpirit.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing 
to  hear  one  of  thefe  favage  orators,  when  his 
fpeech  has  met  wich  univerfal  applaufe,  telling 
thofe  who  agreed  to  his  opinion,  that  another 
man  is  more  dcferving  of  their  confidence. 

This  mutual  refpefl:  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  feme  place,  prevails  between  the  feveral  na- 
tions, when  they  are  not  in  aftual  war.  The  de- 
puties are  received  and  treated  with  that  friendfliip 
that  is  due  to  men  who  gome  to  trc»t  of  peace  and 
alliance. 
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glliance.  Wandering  nations,  who- have  pot  ^  9  Q  O  » 
leaft  notion  of  increafing  their  territory,  never  ne-> 
gociate  for  conqucft,  or  for  any  Jntercfts  relative 
to  dominion.  Even  thofe  who  have  fixed  feuk? 
mcnts,  never  contend  with  others  for  coming  to 
Jive  in  their  diftrift,  provid'ed  rhey  do  not  mo^ 
left  them.  The  earth,  fay  they,  is  made  for  al| 
men  j  nt?  one  muft  poflefs  the  ftiare  of  x^o.  Al| 
the  politics,  therefore,  of  the  favages,  confift  la 
forming  leagues  againft  an  enemy  who  is  too  nu- 
merous or  too  Itrong,  and  in  fufpending  hQftili- 
ties  that  become  too  deftruftive.  When  they 
have  agreed  upon  a  truce  or  league  of  amity,  St 
is'  ratified  by  mutually  exchanging  a  belt,  or 
ftring  of  beads,  which  are  a  kind  of  fnail-lb^Us. 
The  white  ones  are  very  common  j  but  the 
purple  ones,  which  are  rare,  and  the  black,  which 
^rc  ftill  more  fo,  are  much  eftecmed.  They  work 
them  into  a  cylindrical  form,  bore  them,  and 
then  make  them  up  into  necklaces.  The  branches 
ftre  about  a  foot  long,  and  the  beads  are  ftrung 
fjpoa  them  one  after  another  ip  a  ftraight  line. 
The  necklaces  are  broad  belts,  on  which  the 
beads  are  placed  in  rows,  and  neatly  tacked  down 
svith  little  flips  of  leather.  The  fize,  weight,  and 
f:olour  of  thefe  fhells,  are  adapted  to  the  import- 
ance pf  the  bufinefs.  They  ferve  as  jewels,  a?  re^ 
fords,  and  as  annals.  They  are  the  bond  of  union 
.between  pations  and  individuals.  They  are  the  fa- 
ped  and  inviolable  pledge  which  is  a  confirmation 
pf  words,  prorpifes,  and  treaties.  The  chiefs  of 
lowns  are  the  keepers  of  thefe  records.  They 
Ifupw  their  meaning  j  they  interpret  them  j  and 


.i.zed  I!,  Google 


HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

by  means  of  thefc  figns,  they  tranfmtc  the  hiftory 
I  of  the  country  to  the  fuccecding  generation. 

As  thefavages  pofTcfs  no  riches,  they  are  of 
a  benevolent  turn.  A  llriking  inftance  of  this 
appears  in  the  care  they  take  of  their  orphans, 
widows,  and  infirm  people.  They  liberally  fhare 
their  fcanty  provifion  with  thofe  whofe  qrops  have 
failed,  or  who  have  been  unfucccfsful  in  hunting 
or  fifhing.  Their  tables  and  their  huts  are  opeii 
night  and  day  to  ftrangers  and  travellers.  This 
generous  hofpitality,  which  makes  the  advantages 
of  a  private  man  a  public  blelling,  is  chiefly  con- 
fpicuous  in  their  entertainments.  A  favage  claims 
rcfpeft,  not  fo  much  from  what  he  poficfles,  as 
from  what  he  gives  away.  The  whole  ftock  of 
■provifions  coUefted  during  a  chace  that  has  lafted 
fix  months,  is  frequently  expended  in  one  day; 
and  he  who  gives  the  entertainment  enjoys  more 
pleafure  than  his  guefts. 

None  of  the  writers  who  have  dcfcrlbed  the 
manners  of  the  favages  have  reckoned  benevolence 
among  their  virtues.  But  this  may  be  owen  tqi 
prejudice,  which  has  made  them  confound  th? 
antipathy  arifing  from  rcfentment,  with  natural 
temper.  Thefp  people  neither  love  npr  efteem 
the  Europeans,  nor  arc  they  very  kind  W  them. 
The  inequality  of  conditions,  which  we  think  lb 
necelTary-for  the  well-being  of  fociety,  is,  in  their 
opinion,  the  grcatcft  folly.  They  are  (hocked  tgi 
fee,  that  among  us,  one  man  has  more  property 
than  feveral  others  colleftively,  and  that  this  firit 
jnjutticc  is  productive  of  a  fecond,  which  is^  tha? 
'     th? 
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tft«  man  who  has  moft  riches  is  on  that  account  '  ^^  "^ 
the  moft  rcfpedcd.  But  what  appears  lo  them  a  u— v-^ 
mcannefs  below  the  brute  creation  is,  that  men 
who  are  equal  by  nature  fhould  degrade  thcm- 
felvcs  fo  far  as,  to  depend  upon  the  will  or  the 
caprice  of  another.  The  refpedl  we  (hew  to  titles, 
dignities,  and  efpecially  to  hereditary  nobility, 
they  call  an  infult,  an  outrage  to  human  nature. 
■Whoever  knows  how  to  guide  a  canoe,  to  beat 
an  enemy,  to  build  a  hut,  to  live  upon  little,  to 
go  a  hundred  leagues  in  the  woods,  with  no  other 
guide  than  the  wind  and  fun,  or  any  provifion  but 
a  bow  and  arrows  j  he  afts  the  part  of  a  man,  and 
what  more  can  be  expected  of  him  ?  That  reft- 
lefs  difpofition,  which  prompts  us  to  crofs  fo 
many  fcas  in  queft  of  fugitive  advantages,  appears 
to  them  rather  the  effe<fl;  of  poverty  than  of  in- 
duftry.  They  laugh  at  our  arts,  our, manners, 
and  all  thofc  cuftoms  which  infpire  us  with  2 
■greater  degree  of  vanity,  in  proportion  as  they  re- 
move us  further  from  the  ftate  of  nature.  Their 
franknefs  and  honefty  is  rouzed.  to  indignation  by 
the  tricks  and  cunning  which  have  been  praftifed 
in  our  dealings  with  them.  A  multitude  of  othef 
motives,  fome  founded  on  prejudice,  but  frcf 
quently  on  reafon,  have  rendered'the  Europeans 
odious  to  the  Indians.  They  have  made  reprifals, 
and  are  become  harfh  and  cruel  in  their  intcr- 
courfe  with  us.  The  averfion  and  contempt  they 
have  conceived  for  our  manners,  has  always  made 
them  avoid  our  foclety.  We  have  never  been 
able  to  reconcile  any  of  them  to  our  indulgenc 
inaiuicr  of  living:,  whereas  we  have  feen  fome 
Europeans 


.i.zed  I!,  Google 


*  *L^  ■*  Europeans  forego  all  the  conveiiicncles  of  civit 
»^^.^  life,  retire  into  the  foredsj  and  take  up  the  boW 
/  tnd  the  club  of  the  favage.  .  ' 

-  Aw  innate  fpiritof  beiicvolehcci  however,  fofne- 
tirries  brings  the  favages  back  to  us.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  winter  a  French  veffel  *a3  wrecked 
Upon  the  rocks  of  Anticofti.  The  faiiors  who  had 
efcapcd  the  rigour  of  the  ftafon  and  the  dangers  of 
famine  in  this  defert  and  favage  ifland,  built  A 
birk  Out  of  the  remains  of  their  (hip,  which,  irt 
the  following  fpring,  conveyed  them  to  the  con- 
tinent. They  were  obferved  in  a  languid  and  ex- 
piring ftate,  bjr  a  hut  filled  with  favages,  Bre- 
thtiit)  faid  the  chief  df  this  lontiy  family,  addreff- 
Ing  himfelf  affeftionately  to  them,  tbetvretchedari 
t^titled  to  our  pity  and  but  affijiance.  H^e  are  mea, 
and  the  misfcrtunts  incident  to  any  of  the  haman  race 
affeB  ui  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  they  -were  our  own, 
Thcfc  humane  exprcflions  were  accompanied  with 
every  token  of  friendlhip  thefe  generous  favages 
had  it  in  their  power  to  (hew. 

Europeans,  who  are  fo  proud  of  your  govcr^-^ 
Went,  of  your  laws,  of  your  inftitutions,  ofyoUf 
monuments,  of  every  thing  that  you  call  your 
ivifiiom,  futfer  me  to  engage  your  attention  for  A 
moment.  1  have  juft  deicribed,  in  a  plain  and 
artlefs  way,  the  life  and  manners  of  the  favages. 
I  have  riot  concealed  from  you  their  vices,  nof 
have  I  exaggerated  their  virtues.  I  intreat  you 
to  prefervc  the  fenfations  which  my  narrative  hath 
raifed  in  you,  till  the  man  of  the  firft  genius,  and 
of  the  greateft  eloquence  among  you,  fliall  have 
prepared  hirtifelf  to  defcribe  to  youj  with  all  the 
4  ftrength 
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Itrength  and  with  all  the  ni^gic  of  his  colouring, 
the  good  and  the  evil  of  your  civilized  countries. 
His  piifture  will  undoubtedly  tranfport  ydu  with 
admiration  j  but  do  you  imagine  that  iC  will 
leave  in  your  minds  that  delicious  emotion  which 
you  experience  at  prcfent  ?  Will  the  writer  iri- 
fpirc  you  with  thofe  fentitnents  of  efteem,  love,, 
and  veneration,  which  you  have  juft  granted  the 
ravages  ?  You  would  only  be  miferable  favages 
if  you  were  to  live  in  the  forcfts,  and  the  loweft 
of  the  favages  would  be  a  refpedablc  man  iii  your 
cities. 

OkE  thitig  only  was  watiting  to  complete  the 
fellbicy  of  the  Americans,  attd  that  was  the 
hippinefs  of  being  fond  of  their  wives.  Nature 
hath  in  vain  beftoVed  on  their  Women  a  good 
fliapCj  beautiful  e^es,  pleafing  features,  and  long 
black  hail*.  All  thefe  accomplilliments  are  no 
Ibhge'r  t'cgardbd  than  while  they  remain  ih  a  (late 
of  independence.  They  ilo  fobnei-  Aibnrtit  to  the 
ffiatrimonidi  yoke,  but  even  their  huftjand,  who 
h  the  only  man  they  lovCj  gi-ows  ihfchlible  to 
thofe  charttls  they  wei-c  fo  liberal  of  before  mar- 
riage. The  ftite  of  llfci  indeed,  to  which  this 
condition  fubjefts  them,  is  by  no  means  favour- 
able to  beauty.  Their  features  alter,  and  fchcy 
lofe  at  once  the  defire  and  the  power  of  pleafing. 
They  are  laborious^  indefatigable,  and  a£tive. 
They  dig  the  ground,  (bwj  and  reap  ;  while  theii* 
hufbands,  Who  difdain  to  Hoop  to  the  diiidgeries 
of  hufbandry,  amufc  theihfdves  with  hunting, 
filhitlg,  Ihooting  with  the  bdw,  and  Aflcrting  the 
dbminion  of  ihao  over  the  car&. 

Many 
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■  ****  "^  Many  of  thefe  nations  allow  a  plurality  o^ 
■i,.ii-^i' ,  ,■  wives ;  and  even  thofe  that  do  not  praflifc  poly-i 
gamy,  have  ftill  referred  to  themfelves  the  liberty 
of  a  divorce.  The  very  idea  of  an  indiOblubltf 
tie  never  once  entered  the  thoughts  of  a  people 
who  are  free  till  death.  When  thofc  who  are  mar* 
ried  difagrecf  they  part  by  confent,  and  divide 
their  children  between  them.  Nothing  appears 
to  them  more  repugnant  to  nature  iind  reafon^ 
than  the  contrary  fyftem  which  prevails  among 
Chriftians.  The  Great  Spirit*  fay  they,  hath 
created  us  all  to  be  happy ;  and  we  Ihould  offend 
him,  were  we  to  live  in  a  perpetual  Hate  of  con- 
ftraint  and  uneafmefs.  This  fyftem  agrees  with 
what  one  of  the  Miamis  faid  to  one  of  the  mif- 
fionaries.  My  wife  and  I  were  continually  at  va- 
riance. My  neighbour  difagree'd  equally  with  his* 
We  have  exchanged  wives,  and  are  both  fatisjied, 

A  CELEBRATED  Writer,  whom  we  cannot  but 
admire,  even  when  we  differ  from  him  in  opinion, 
has  obferved,  tlut  love  among  the  Americans  is 
never  produftiveof  induftry,  genius,  and  charac- 
ter, as  it  is  among  the  Europeans;  becaufe  the 
former,  fays  he,  have  a  fixth  fcnfe,  weaker  than 
it  is  among  the  latter.  The  favages,  it  is  faid, 
arc  neither  acquainted  with  the  torments  nor  the 
delights  of  this  moft  violent  of  all  paflions.  The 
air  and  the  climate,  the  moiAure  of  which  con-< 
tributes  £o  powerfully  to  vegetation,,  does  hot  be- 
ftow  upon  theot  any  great  warmth  of  conftitu-* 
tion.  The  fame  fap  which  covers  the  countries 
with  forefts,  and  the  trees  with  leaves,  occafions 
among  men,  as  among  women,  the  growth  of 
long. 
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fong,  fmooth,  thick,  ftrong,  and  fturjy  hair.  "  °;^  '^ 
Men  who  have  litcle  more  beard  than  eunuchs  '^-^^ 
have,  cannot  abound  in  generating  principles. 
The  blood  of  thefe  people  is  watery  and  cold; 
the  males  have  fometimes  milk  in  their  breafts. 
Hence  arifes  their  tardy  inclination  to  tlie  fexj 
their  averfion  for  them  at  certain  periods,  and 
in  times  of  pregnancy;  and  that  feeble  ani5  tran- 
fient"  ardour,  which  is  excited  only  at  certain  fca- 
fons  of  the  year".  Hence  arifes  that  quicknefs 
Of  imagination,  which  renders  them  fuperftitious, 
fearful  as  children  in  the  darlc,  and  as  much 
prone  to  revenge  as  womep ;  which  makes  them 
poets,  and  figurative  in  their  difcoiirfe  j  men  of 
feeling,  in  a  word,  but  not  of  ftrong  paHions. 
Hence,  in  ftiort,  hath  proceeded  that  want  of  po- 
.  pulaiiori  which  hath  always  been  obferved  in 
them.  They  have  few  children,  becaufe  they  are 
not  fufficlently  fond  of  women.  And  this  is  a  na- 
tional defeift,  with  which  the  old  men  were  incef- 
fantly  reproaching  rhc  young  people. 

But  may  it  not  be  faid,  that  the  paflion  of  the 
favages  for  women  is  lefs  languid  from  the  nature 
of  their  conftitution,  than  from  their  moral  cha- 
rafter  ?  The  pleafu-res  of  love  arc  too  eafily  in- 
dulged among  them,  to  excite  any  ftrong  de- 
fires.  Accordingly,  among  ourfelves,  it  is  not 
in  thofe  ages,  where  luxury  encourages  inconti- 
nence, that  we  fee  the  men  moft  attached  to  the 
women,  and  the  women  bear  the  moft  children. 
In  what  country  hath  love  ever  been  a  fource  of 
Hcroirm  and  virtue,  when  the  women  have  not 
encouraged  their  lovers  to  thefe  purfuits  by  chafte 
Vol.  VI,  Gg  rcfufals. 
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*  %v  ^  '■cfu'^'s,  and  by  the  Ihame  they  had  affixed  to  the 
^^'v-— '  weaknefs  of  their  fex  ?  It  U  at  Sparta,  at  Rome, 
and  even  in  France,  in  the  ages  of  chivalry,  that 
love  hath  given  rife  to  great  undertakings,  and 
hath  occafioned  the  ertduring  of  great  harciftiips. 
There  it  is,  that  Uniting  itfclf  to  public  fpirit,  it 
dffiftcd  patriotifm.'or  fupplied  the  place  of  it.  As 
it  was  a  more  difficult  thing  always  to  pleafe  one 
woman,  than  to  feduce  feveral,  the  fway  of  moral 
love  prolonged  the  power  of  natural  love,  by 
fuppreffing  it,  by  direfling  it  to  proper  objc6ti, 
by  deceiving  it  even  with  hopes  which  kept  up 
deHres,  and  maintained  the  pallion  in  all  it's 
ttrength.  But  this  loVe,  though  (tinted  in  enjoy- 
ments, *as  produftive  of  great  effefts.  To  love 
was  not  thcrt  an  art,  but  a  paflion,  which  being 
engendered  in  innocence  itfclf,  was  kept  alive  by 
iacrifices,  irtftead  of  being  extinguilhcd  in  volup- 
tuoufnefs. 

"^A^iTH  refpedl  to  the  lavages,  if  they  Ihould 
not  be  Co  fond  of  women  as  civilized  people  are, 
it  is  not,  perhaps,  for  want  of  powers  or  inclina- 
tion to  population.  But  the  firft  wants  of  na- 
ture may,  perhaps,  reftrain  in  them  the  claims  of 
the  fecond.  Their  ftrengch  is  almoft  all  exhaufted 
in  procuring  their  fubfillehce.  Hunting  and 
other  expeditions  leave  them  neither  the,  oppor- 
tunity nor  the  leifure  of  attending  to  the  increafe 
of  their  fpecies.  No  wandering  nation  can  ever 
be  numerous.  What  muft  become  of  women 
obliged  to  follow  their  hufbands  a  hundred  leagues, 
with  children  at  their  breall  or  in  their  arms  ? 
What  would  become  of  the  children  themfelves, 

if 
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!f  deprived  of  the  milk  that  muft  neceflarily  fait  ' 
during  the  fatigues  of  the  journey  ?  Hunting  pre- 
vents, and  war  deftroys,  the  increafe  of  mankind* 
A  favage  warrior  refills  the  feducing  arts  of  young 
women,  who  drive  to  allure  him.  When  nature 
compels  this  render  fex  to  make  the  firfl  advances, 
and  to  purfue  the  men  that  avoid  them,  thofe 
who  are  lefs  inflamed  with  military  ardour,  than 
with  the  charms  of  beauty,  yield  to  the  tcmpration; 
But  the  true  warriors,  who  have  been  early  taught 
that  an  intercourfe  with  women  enervates  ftrength 
and  courage,  do  not  furrendcr.  It  is  not,  thcre-^ 
fore,  owen  to  natural  defeats  that  Canada  is  un- 
peopled, but  to  the  track  of  life  purfued  by  it's  in- 
habitants. Though  they  are  as  fit  for  procreation 
ae  our  northern  people,  all  their  ftrength  is  em- 
ployed for  their  own  prefervation.  Hunger  does 
not  permit  them  to  attend  to  the  paflion  of  love* 
If  the  people  of  the  fouth  facrifiee  every  thing  to 
this  latter  defire,  it  is  bccaufe  the  former  Is  eafily 
fatisfied.  In  a  country  where  nature  is  very  pro- 
lific, and  man  confumes  but  little,  all  the  ftrength 
he  has  to  fpare  is  entirely  tufned  to  population  j 
which  is  likewife  alTiftcd  by  the  warmth  of  the 
climate.  In  a  climate  where  men  conCume  more 
than  nature  affords  them  without  pains,  the 
time  and  the  faculties  of  the  human  fpecles  are 
exhaufted  in  fatigues  that  are  detrimental  to  po- 
pulation. 

But  a  further  proof,  that  the  favages  are  not 

lefs  inclined  to  women  than  we  are,  is,  that  they 

are  much  fonder  of  their  children.  Theirmothers 

fuckle  them  till  they  are  four  or  five  years  old,  and 

G  £  a  fumeiimes 
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fometimcs  till  fix  or  feven.  From  their  eariieffi  in- 
fancy, their  parents  pay  a  regard  to  their  natorat 
independence,  and  never  beat  or  chide  them,  left 
they  ftiould  check  that  free  and  martial  fpirit, 
which  is  one  day  to  conftitirtc  their  principal 
character.  They  even  forbear  to  make  ufe  of 
ftrong  arguments  to  perfuade  them,  becaufe  this' 
would  be  in  fomc  meafure  a  reftraint  upon  their 
will.  As  they  arc  only  taught  what  they  want  to 
know,  they  arc  the  happiefl:  children  upon  earth. 
If  they  die,  the  parents  lament  them  with  deep- 
regret  ;  and  will  fometimes  go  Gx  months  after, 
to  weep  over  the  grave  of  their  child ;  and  the 
mother  will  fprinkle  it  with  her  own  milk. 

The  trca  of  friendlhip  among  the  fav^es  arc 
more  lafting  than  thofe  (rf"  nature.  Friendlhip  i» 
not  abfolutely  a  duty,  fince  it  cannot  be  com- 
manded :  but  it  is  a  more  agreeable,  a  more  ten- 
der, and  even  a  ftrongcr  union,  than  thofe  which 
are  formed  by  nature,  or  by  focial  inftitutions. 
All  perfons  who  are  connected  by  that  delightful 
fentiment,  agree  in  giving  mutualadvice  toeach 
other  in  difficult  conjunfturesi  in  adminiftring 
comfort  in  misfortunes  ;  in  granting  afliftancc  iw 
undertakings,  and  fuccours  in  adverfity.  Ima- 
gination, far  from  feeking  to  diminilh  the  obliga- 
tions incumbent  upon  this  virtue,  delights  in^ 
exaggerating  them.  It  is  thought  that  it  cannot 
fubfift  without  an  entire  negleft  of  one's  felf, 
a  total  renunciation  of  all  pcrfonal  intcrefts  in  fa- 
vour of  the  friend  truly  beloved. 

It  is  not  given  to  all  men  to  enjoy  the  fwcets  of' 
friendlhip.  Several  can  ncitherfccl  it  themfclves. 


iiizedbv  Google 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES;  455 

nor  Infpire  it  to  others*  on  account  of  the  cold-  °  ^^  * 
nefs  and  ftifFnefs  of  their  charader.  How  is  ie  '— u— V 
poffible  that  it  lliould  enter  into  the  heart  of  the 
rich  f  They  have  no  other  concern  but  their  pre- 
fent  opulence,  the  defire  of  ihcreifiog  it,  and  the 
tiread.  of  lofing  it.  The  powerful  man  requires 
none  but  flatterers,  who  fcarcc  can  venture  to 
raife  their  timid  looks  up  to  him;  and  mean 
fouls,  who  fervilely  implore  his  protection.  What 
pleafure  could  he  find  in  an  intimate  friendly 
conneftion,  which  the  lowed  clafs  of  citizens 
might  enjoy  as  well,  or  better  than  he  ?  The  dif- 
npated  man  is  equally  incapable  of  llrong  or  la(t- 
ing  affedion ;  he  is  wholly  abforbed  in  fhew,  and 
in  a  variety  of  pleafures.  His  enjoyments  are  eX- 
'  ternal,  and  his  heart  totally  unconnected  with  his 
attachments. 

Friendship  among  favages  is  never  iM-oken  by 
that  variety  of  clalhing  interefts,  which  in  our 
focieties  weaken  even  the  tcndercft  and  the  mod 
facrcd  connections.  When  a  man  bath  once 
made  his  chjoice,  he  depoQts  in  the  breaft  of  his 
aflbclatea  his  inmoft  thoi^hts,  his  lentiments,  his 
projects,  his  forrows,  and  his  joys.  The  two 
friends  Diare  every  thing  in  common  j  thteic  union 
}s  for  life ;  they  fight  fide  by  fide  t  and  if  one 
fliould  fall,  the  other  certainly  expires  upion  the 
body  of  his  friend.  Even  then,  they  cherifb  the 
Pattering  pcrfuafion,  that  their  feparation  will  be 
only  momentary,  and  that  they  ffaail  rejoin  each 
other  in  another  world,  where  they  (ball  never 
part,  and  where  they  fhall  perpetually  render 
fich  other  the  moft  important  fervicea. .  An 
G  g  3  Iroquois, 
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»  "  ^  •*  Iroquois,  who  was  a  Chriftian,  but  who  did  not 
Vi.— ^r-r'  live  according  to  the  maxin:is-  of  the  gofpel,  wia  ' 
threatened  with  eternal  punifhments.  He  alked 
whether  his  friend,  who  had  been  buried  A  few 
days,  was  in  hell  f  I  have  ftrong  reafons  to  be- 
lieve, replied  the  miflionary,  that  he  hath  not 
been  fent  to  that  place  of  tornicnt.  If  that  be 
the  cafe,  replied  the  favagCj  I  will  not  go  there 
either.  He  immediately  promifcd  to  alter  his 
manners,  and  after  this,  always  led  a  very  exem- 
plary life. 

The  favages  (hew  a  degree  of  'penetration  and 
fagacity,  which  aftonilhes  every  man  who  has  noc 
obferved  how  much  our  arts  and  methods  of  life 
tontributc  to  render  our  minds  dull  and  inaftivc ; 
becaufc  we  ar-e  feldom  under  a  neceffity  of  think- 
ing, and  have  only  the  trouble  to  learn.  If  how- 
fever  they  have  never  improved  any  thing,  any 
more  than  thofe  animals,  in  which  we  obftrve 
the  greateft  ftiare  of  fagaciry,  it  is,  probably, 
becaufe,  as  they  have  no  ideas  but  fuch  as  relate 
to  theiF  prefent' wants,  the  equality  that  fubHfti 
between  them,  lays  every  individual  under  a  ne- 
ceffity of  thinking  for  himfcif,  and  of  fpending 
bis  whole  life  in  acquiring  this  common  ftock  of 
knowlegei  hence  it  may  be  reafonably  inferred, 
thit  the  fum  total  of  ideas  in  a  focjety  of  favages 
is  ho  more  than  the  fum  of  ideas  in  each  indivi-< 
dual.  - 

■^Instead  of  abftrufe  meditation;,  the  favaoci 
(Might  in  fongs.  They  are  faid  to  have  no  variety 
}rt  their  fingingj  but  it  is  uncertain  whether 
•fliofe  Tvl^b  Have  hear'd  them  had  an  ear  properly 
adapted 
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adapted  to  their  mufic.    Whcq  we  firft  hear  a  ^  o  ^  K 
foreign  language  ipoken,  the  whole  feems  one  ^-— y-^* 
continued  found,  and  appears  to  be  pronoMnce4 
■wich  the  fame  tone  of  voice,  without  any  modi|-> 
Nation  or  profody.     It  is  only  by  continued  habit 
that  we  learn  to  diftinguifli  the  words  and  fylla- 
bles,  and  to  perceive  that  the  found  of  Ibme  is 
dull,  and  that  of  others  ftiarp,  and  that  it  Js  more 
or  lefs  lengthened  out.     Would  it  not  require  at 
leaft  as  much  time  to  enable  us  to  determine  any 
tiling  certain  with  regard  to  the  mufic  of  any  na»  ,. 
tion,  which  mufl:  always  be  fubordinate  to  their 
language  ? 

.  Their  dances  are  generally  an  emblem  of  war, 
and  they  ufually  dance  wich  their  weapons  in 
their  hands.  There  is  fomeihing  fo  regular,  ra- 
pid, and  terrible,  in  thefe  dances,  that  an  Eu- 
ropean, when  firft  he  fees  them,  cannot  hplp 
fijuddering.  He  imagines  that  the  ground  will 
in  a  moment  be  covered  with  blood  and  fcattere4 
liinbs,  and  that  none  of  the  dancers  or  the  fpcc- 
lators  will  furvive.  It  is  fon[)cwhat  remarkable, 
that  in  the  firll  ages  of  the  world,  and  among 
fava^e  nations,  dancing  fliould  be  an  imitative 
art,  and  that' it  {houjd  have  loft  that  chara^er- 
iftic  in  civilized  countries,  where  it  feems  to  be 
reduced  to  a  fet  of  uniform  fteps  without  mean- 
ing. But  it  js  with  dances  as  wich  languages, 
they  grow  pbftrafted  like  the  ideas  they  are  in- 
tended to  reprefcnt.  The  figns  of  them  are  more 
allegorical,  as  the  minds  of  the  people  become 
more  rctined.  In  the  fame  manner  as  a  fingle 
word,  in  a  learned  language,  exprefles  feveral 
e  g  4  idea?} 
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?  "  °  ^  ideast  (6^  in  an  allegorical  dance,  a  fi/ialc  flep, 
^.--v--— '  a  lingle  attitude,  is  fufficient  to  excite  a  variety 
pf  fenfaiions.  It  is  owcn  to  want  of  imagination, 
either  in  the  dancers,  or  the  fpeflators,  if  a  figur- 
ed dance  be  not,  or  do  not  appear  to  be,  ex- 
preffive.  Befides,  the  favages  can  exhibit  none 
but  ftrong  paflions  and  ferocious  manners,  aii4 
ihcfe  muft  be  reprefented  by  more  figntficant 
images  in  their  dances,  which  are  the  language 
ofgcfture,  the  firft  and  fimpledof  all  languages. 
Nations  living  in  a  ftate  of  civil  focicty,  and  iq 
peace,  have  only  the  gentler  paflions  to  reprefcnf 
which  arc  beft  expreficd  by  delicate  images,  fit 
to  convey  refined  ideas.  It  might  nor,  however, 
be  improper  fometimes  to  bring  back  dancing  to 
It's  firft  origin,  to  exhibit  the  old  fimplicity  of 
manners,  to  revive  the  firft  fcnfatlons  of  nature 
by  motions  which  reprefent  them,  to  depart  from 
the  antiquated  and  fcientific  mode  of  the  Greck^ 
and  Romans,  and  to  adopt  the  lively  and  fignifi^ 
cant  images  of  the  rude  Canadians, 

These  favages,  always  totally  devoted  to  the 
purfuit  of  the  prefcnt  paHion,  are  extravagantly 
fond  of  gaming,  as  is  ufual  ^ith  all  idje  ppople, 
and  efpecially  of  games  of  chance.  The  faqfie 
men,  who  arc  cpmqionly  fo  fedate,  moderate, 
and  difmterefted,  and  have  fuch  a  comjnand  of 
themfelvcs,  are  outrageous,  greedy  and  turbulent 
at  play;  they  lofe  their  peace,  their  fenfes,  and 
all  they  are  poffefled  of.  P^ftitute  of  almofl:  every, 
thing,  coveting  ail  they  fee,  and  when  they  like 
it,  eager  to  have  and  enjoy  it,  their  attention  is 
entirely  turned  to  the  moll  Ipeedy  and  readicft 

vay 
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ffiiy  of  ac^ui,riiig  it.  This  is  3  confrqucnce  of  '  ^®  "^ 
their  tnanners,  as  well  as  of  jheir  charader.  The  i_  i.,'«ij 
^rofpetft  of  prefcnt  h^ppinefs  always  prevents 
them  from  difcerning  the  evils  that  may  eij- 
fue.  Their  fprecaft  does  not  even  reach  from 
day  to  night.  They  are  altcrpately  fiUy  children, 
and  violent  men.  Every  thing  depends  with  them 
on  the  prefcnt  moment. 

Gaming  alone  would  lead  them  to  fuperftition, 
even  if  they  werp  not  naturally  fubje^  to  that 
fcourge  of  the  human  race.  Bpt  as  they  have  fev 
phyficians  or  empirics  of  this  kind  to  have  re* 
courfe  to,  they  fuffer  lefs  from  this  diftempcr  0^ 
the  mind  than  more  polifhed  nations,  and  arp 
better  difpofed  to  attend  to  the  fuggeftions  of 
reafoQ  which  abate  the  violence  of  it.  The  Iroquois 
bftve  a  confufed  notion  of  a  firfl:  Being  who  go^ 
y?rps  the  world  at  pleafure.  They  never  repine 
at  the  evil  which  this  being  permits.  Whet^ 
fome  mifchance  befals  them  they  fay  1  tte  tpan 
flbove  v)ill  have  it  fo  I  and  there  is,  perhaps,  roor^ 
philofophy  in  this  fubmiffion,  thap  in  all  thp 
yeafonings  and  declamations  of  our  philofopbcrs, 
Mo^t  other  favage  nations  worlhip  thofe  two  6rft 
principles  of  good'  and  evil,  which  occur  to  thf 
human  mind  as  foon  as  it  has  acquired  any  con^ 
<:eptionof  invifible  fubClances.  Sometimes  they 
worlhip  a  river,  a  forefl;,  the  fun  or  the  moon} 
in  Hiort,  any  beings  in  which  they  have  obferved  a 
certain  power  and  motiorji  b?caufe  wherever  they 
(ee  motion,  which  they  cannot  account  for,  thcjt 
liippofc  thcr?  is  a  fpult 

They 
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*  ^^  ^       Thiv  feem  to  have  fome  notion  of  a  future 

*  -v  *'   ftatej  but,  having  no  principles  of  morality,  they 

do  not  think  the  next  life  is  a  ftatr  of  reward  for 
virtue,  and  punifliment  for  vice.  They  believed 
that  the  indefatigable  huntfman,  the  feadefs  and 
mercilcfs  warrior,  who  has  fiain  or  burnt  many 
enemies,  and  made  his  own  town  viftorious,  will 
after  death  pafs  into  a  country,  where  he  will  be 
fupplicd  with  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  animals  to 
fatisfyhis  hunger;  whereas  thofe  v/ho  are  grow'n 
old  in  indolence  and  *ithout  glory,  will  be  for 
ever  banifhed  into  a  barren  land,  wnere  they  will 
fee  eternally  expofed  to  famine  and  fickncfs.  Their 
tenets  are  fuiied  to  their  manners  and  their  wants. 
They  believe  in  fuch  pleafures  and  fuch  fuffer- 
ing3  as  they  arc  acquainted  with.  They  have 
morb  hopes  than  fears,  and  are  happy,  even  iti 
their  ddufions.  They  are,  however,  often  tor- 
mented with  dreams. 

Ignorance  is  naturally  prone  to  connect  fome- 
thing  myOrerious  with  dreams,  and  to  afcribe  them 
to  the  agency  of  Ibme  powerful  being,  who  takes 
the  opportunity,  when  our  faculties  are  fufpended 
and  lulled  afleep,  of  watching  over  us  in  the  ab- 
fenceof  our  fenfcs.  It  is,  as  it  were,  afoul,  dif- 
tinft  from  our  own,  that  glides  into  us,  to  inform 
«s  of  what  is  to  come,  when  we  cannot  yet  fee  it; 
though  futurity  be  always  prcftnt  to  that  Being 
who  created  all  things. 

In  the  bleak  and  rough  climates  of "  Canada, 

where  the  people  live  by  hunting,  their  nerves 

are  apt  to  be  painfully  affefted  by  the  inclemency 

of  the  weather,   and  by  fatigue  and  long  abfti- 

nence. 
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ftence.  Then  tliefe  favages  have  melancholy  and 
troublefome  dreams  i  they  imagine  they  are  fur- 
rounded  with  enemies;  they  fee  their  town  fur- 
prifed,  and  deluged  in  blood  j  they  receive  inju- 
ries and  wounds  -,  their-wives,  their  children,  rfieir 
friends  arc  carried  off.  When  they  awake,  they 
take  thefe  vifions  for  a  warning  from  the  godsj 
and  that  fear  which  firft  infpired  them  with  thi|- 
idea,  adds  to  their  natural  ferocity,  by  the  me- 
lancholy call  it  gives  to  their  thoughts,  and  their 
gloomy  complexions.  The  old  women,  who  are 
ufelefs  in  the  world,  dream  for  the  fafety  of  the 
com  moil  wealth.  Some  weak  old  men  alfo,  like 
them  too,  dream  on  public  affairs,  jn  which  they 
have  no  Ihare  or  influence.  Young  men  who  arc 
unfit  for  war,  or  laborious  exercifes,  will  dream 
too,  that  they  may  bear  fome  part  in  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  clan.  In  vain  hath  it  been  attempt- 
ed, during  two  centuries,  to  remove  illufions  fo 
deeply  rooted.  The  favages  have  conftantly  repli- 
ed,  Teu  ChrifiUm  laugh  at  the  faith  we  have  in 
dreams,  andyet  require  »s  to  believe  things  infinitely  mere 
imfrehable.  Thus  we  fee  in  thefe  untutored  nations 
the  feeds  of  prieftcraft,  with  all  it's  train  of  evils. 

Were  it  not  for  thefe  melancholy  fits  and 
dreams,  there  would  fcarce  ever  be  any  contentions 
among  them.  Europeans,  who  have  lived  Ion''  in 
ihofe  countries,  aflure  us  they  never  faw  an  Indian 
in  a  paffion.  Without  fuperftition,  there  would  be 
as  few  national  as  private  quarrels. 

Private  differences  are  mofl:  commonly  ad-  ' 

jufted  by  the  majoriiy  of  the  people.    The  refpeft 

ftiew'n  by  the  nation  to  the  aggrieved  party,  fooths 

bis  felf-lo?e^  and  difp<)fc8  him  to  peace.    It  is 

more 
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•  ^  •*  ^  mofc  difficult  fo  prevent  quarrds,  or  to  put  as 
^  end  to  ^oftilities  between  tf  o  nations. 

Wae  ofreti  t^kes  it's  rife  from  taunting.  When 
two  companies,  Vihich  were  feparatpd  hy  a  forcfi  a 
bvti4''cd  leagues  jp  f:xtfiiF)  hiippcn  to  meet,  and 
ta  interfere  with  each  other's  fporr,  they  foon 
quarrel,  and  turn  thofe  weapons  agatnft  one 
another  which  werf  intended  for  the  deftruftion 
of  bears.  This  flight  flcirmifh  is  «  {burce  t^  eter* 
nal  difcord.  The  vanquilhed  parey  vows  impla- 
cable vengeance  againd  the.  conquerors,  a  na- 
tional hatred  which  will  he  maintained  by  their 
poflcrity,  and  be  rekindled  from  theif  alhes. 
The  mutual  wounds  which  both  parties  fuffer  in 
flcirmiihes  of  this  k^nd,  fometimes  put  a  ftop  ta 
thefe  contentions  j  when  on  each  fide  they  hap- 
pen to  be  occasioned  by  fbme  impetuous  young 
aien»  who  in  t^e  heat  of  youth  may  have  beeo 
tempted  to  remove  to  a  confidersble  diftance,  in 
order  to  make  a  trial  of  their  miUtary  fkiU.  ^  But 
the  contentions  between  whole  aauoas  are  not 
Caflly  excited. 

The  declaration  of  war,  when  it  appears  neccH- 
fary,  is  not  left  to  the  judgmeot  and  dccifion  of 
one  man.  The  nation  meets,  and  the  chief  fpcaks. 
He  ftates^  the  nature  of  the  injury  and  caufes  of 
complaint.  The  matter  is  conftderedi  thedangers 
and  the  coofequeocesof  a  rupture- are  weighed* 
The  orators  fpeak.  direflly  to  the  point,  withous 
hefitation,  without  digreflion,  or  without  miftak- 
ing  the  cafe.  The  argumeijts  are  difcuITcd  with  a 
ftrength  of  reaibning  a^d  eloquence  tjiat  arife$ 
from  the  evidence  and  limplicity  of  the  qfiat-ter  in 
..  9:.      .  difpuwsi 
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aifpute;  and  even- witii  ah  irtip«rtialTty  ifrhich  is  ^  %$' ^ 
Jefs  affcdcd  by  (heir  ftrong  paflSwis,  ihan  it  is  * 
among  us  by  a  combination  of  idea*.  If  war  be 
tlnanimoufly  determined  by  their  giving  a  general 
fliout,  the  allies  are  invited  to  join' in  it,  #hicli 
they  feldom"  refufe,  as  they  always  have  feme  in- 
jury to  revenge,  or  fotneflain  to  repla'ce  by  pri- 
foners; 

The  ikvagcs  next  proceed  to' the  eltfaienof  a 
chief.  When  a  certain'  nutttbcr  of  mcin'  aflemble 
to'  execute  an'  cnterprife,  in  which'  common  iti- 
ttercft  is  concerned;  one  perfon'  aniong  th?nl  miiflf 
be  appointed  to  guide  the  motions'  of  the  mul- 
titude, of  whom  he  muft  he  thecommon  foul  j  ^ 
foul  which  muft:  coninland  them  allasimperiou/ly, 
as  it's  orders  are  iflucd  to  the  members  of  the" 
body  which  it  inhabits,  and  itliiCh  muff  be  obey- 
cid  with  as  much  difpatch  and'  punftuality. 
Whenever  this-  identity  ceafes  diforder  is  intro- 
duced. It  is  no  longer  an  army  which  hath  die' 
fame  objeftinviewj  icisaferofdiftinft  officers" 
and  foldiers  who  have  each  of  them  their  pariicu- - 
lar  defigns.  That  fubordination  which  connefls' 
one  hundred'  thoufand  men  with  all  their  powers 
tb  one  commander,  is  the  chief  circumftance  of 
diftinftions  between  modern  and  ancient  warriors. 
Among  the  latter,  every  man  ufed  to  fingle  out 
his  enemy,  and  bid  hinn  defiance  in  the  midft  of  the 
throng.  An  engagement  was  nothing  more  than  a 
great  number  of  duels  fought  at  the  fame  time, 
upon  a  field  of  battle.  It  is  not  fo  at  prefent : 
our  armies  confid  of  deep,  large,  and  clofe  bo- 
dies of  men,  placed  upon  a  line,  prefled  together, 

and 
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"  X  °  "^  and  moving  in  all  direftions  as  one  fingle  body* 
W-v— J  Formerly  an  engagement  was  a  duel  between  man 
and  maoj  at  prefent,  it  is  a  due]  of  one  body  of 
men  againft  another.  The  leaft  want  of  fubordi- 
nation  would  bring  ori  confufion,  and  confufion 
would  occafion  a  horrid  mafiacre  and  a  humiliat- 
ing defeat. 

The  diflike  which  the  lavages  of  Canada  have 
for  whatever  may  reftrain  their  independence, 
hath  not  prevented  them  frorti  perceiving  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  having  a  military  chief.  They  have 
always  been  led  to  aftion  by  commanders,  and 
phyfiognomy  hath  been  always  attended  to  in  the 
choice  they  have  made  of  them.  This  might  be 
a  very  fallacious,  and  even  ridiculous,  way  of 
forming  a  judgment  of  men,  where  they  have 
been  trained  up  from  their  infancy  to  difguife  their 
real  fentiments,  and  where,  by  a  conftant  prac- 
tice of  dinimulation  and  artificial  paGions,  the 
countenance  is  no  longer  expreflive  of  the  mind. 
But  a  favage,  who  is  foleiy  guided  by  nature, 
and  is  acquainted  with  it's  workings,  fcldom 
miftakcs  in  the  judgment  he  forms  at  firft  fight. 
The  chief  requifite,  next  to  a  warlike  afpeft,  is  a 
flrong  voicej  becaufe,  in  armies  that  march 
without  drums  or  clarions,  in  order  more  effec- 
tually to  furprife  the  enemy,  nothing  is  (b  proper 
to  found  an  alarm,  or  to  give  the  fignal  for  the 
onfet,  as  the  terrible  voice  of  a  chief,  who  fhouts 
and  ftrikcs.at  the  fame  time.  But  the  beft  re- 
commendations for  a  general  are  his  exploits* 
Every  one  is''  at  liberty  to  boaft  of  his  viiSorics,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  the  firft  to  cxpofc  himfelf 

to 
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60  march  foremoft  to  meet  danger ;   to  tell  what  "  °°  " 
he  has  done,  in  order  to  fhew  what  he  will  do}  ,  j 

and  the  favages  think  felf-commendation  not  un- 
becoming a  hero  who  can  ihew  his  fcarst  ' 

He  who  is  chofen  to  be  chief,  and  to  lead  on 
the  red  in  the  path  of  glorjr,  never  fails  to  ha- 
rangue them.  **  Comrades,"  fays  he,  "  the 
*•  bones  of  our  brethren  arc  ftill  uncovered.  They 
"cry  out  againft  usj  we  muft  fatisfy  them* 
**  Young  men,  to  arms;  fill  your  quivers s  paint 
"  yourfelves  with  gloomy  colours  that  may  flrike 
"  terror.  Let  the  woods  ring  with  our  war- 
"  fongs.  Let  us  footh  the  dead  with  the  ftioutl 
"  of  vengeance.  Let  us  go  and  bathe  in  the 
*'  blood  of  our  enemies,  take  prifoaers,  and  fight 
"  as  long  as  water  Ihall  flow  in  the  rivers,  and  as 
*'  long  as  the  fun  and  moon  fliall  remain  fixed  in 
"  the  firmament." 

At  thet  words  thole  brave  men,  who  are  eager 
for  war,  go  to  the  chief,  and  fay,  l^e  willjhare  the 
danger  with  thee.  So  you  Jhall,  replies  the  chief  j 
we  willjbareit  together.  But  as  no  pcrfuafions  are 
made  ufe  of  to  induce  any  one  to  join  the  army, 
lefl:  a  falfe  point  of  honour  fhould  compel  men  of 
no  courage  to  take  the  field,  a  man  muft  undergo 
many  trials  brfore  he  can  be  admitted  as  a  foldier. 
If  a  young  man,  who  has  never  yet  faced  the 
enemy,  fhould  betray  the  Icaft  impatience,  when, 
after  long  abftinence,  he  is  expofed  to  thefcorch- 
ing  heat  of  the  fun,  the  intcnfc  frofts  of  the  night, 
or  the  ftings  of  infefls,  he  would  be  declared  in- 
capable and  unworthy  to  bear  arms.  Are  the  fol- 
diers  of  our  militias  and  armies  formed  in  thia 
manner  f 
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i  o  o  K  manner  ?  On  the  contrary,  what  a  mournful  an(J 
T.  J  '1 .  •  ominous  ceremony  is  our's  I  Men  who  have  noc 
been  able  to  efcape  being  prefled  into  the  fcrvice, 
or  could  not  procure  an  exemption  by  purchafc, 
or  6f  virtue  of  fome  privilege,  mal'ch  heavily 
along,  with  downcafl;  looks,  and  pale  dejefted 
faces,  before  a  magiftratej  whofe  office  is  odious 
tD  the  people,  and  whofe  honefty  is  doubtful. 
The  affliifted.and  ti-embling  parents  fcem  to  be 
following  their  Ton  to  the  grave.  A  black  fcroll, 
ifluing  from  a  fatal  urn,  points  out  the  victims 
which  the  prince  devotes  to  war.  A  diftradcd' 
mother  jn  vain  prefles  her  Ion  to  her  bofbm,  and 
ftrives  to  detain  him  j  he  is  vx'n  from  her  arms,  and 
Aie  bids  him  an  eternal  farewel,  curQng  the  day 
of  her  marriage,  and  that  of  her  delivery.  It  is 
not  certainty  by  fuch  facrifices  that  good  foldiers 
are  to  be  acquired.  It  is  not  with  fuch  fcenes  of 
diftrefs  and  confternation  that  the  favages  go  to 
meet  viflwry.  They  march  out  in  the  midft  of 
feftivity.  Tinging  and  dancing.  The  young  mar- 
ried women  follow  their  husbands'  for  a  day  or 
two,  without  (hewing  any  figns  of  grtef  or  forrow. 
Thefc  women,  who  do  not  even  utter  a  groan  in 
the  pangs  of  child-birth,  would  feorn  to  foftcft 
the  minds  of  the  defenders  and  avengers  of  their 
country,  by  the  tears" even  of  tcndcrnefs  and  com- 
paOion. 

The  weapons  of  thefe  favage  nations  are  a  kind' 
of  fpear,  armed  with  iharp  bones,  and  a  fmall  club 
of  very  hard  wood,  of  a  round  figure,  and  with 
one  cutting  edge.  Inftead  of  ihefe  laft,  6nce  their 
acquaiataace  with  the  Europeans,  they  m^c  ufe 

of 
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bf  a  hatcher,  which  they  manage  with  amazing  ^  ^^  ^ 
dexterity.  Mofi  of  them  have  no  inftrumcnt  of  <— v-^-* 
defence :  but  if  they  attack  the  paUfades  that  fur- 
round  a  town,  they  cover  their  body  with  a  thin 
plank;  Seme  of  them  ufed  to  wear  a  kind  of 
cuirafs,  made  with  plaited  reeds  j  but  they  left 
it  off,  on  finding  it  was  not  proof  againft  fire- 
arms. 

The  army  is  followed  hf  dreamers,  who  aflume 
the  name  of  jugglers,  and  are  tobofcen  futfcred  td 
determine  the  military  operations.  They  marcK 
without  any  colours.  Ail  the  warriors,  who  are 
almoft  naked,  thac  they  may  be  the  morfc  alert  iii 
battle,  rub  their  bodies  with  coal,  to  appear  more 
terrible,  or  with  mould,  that  they  may  hot  be  Cd 
eaiily  feen  at  a  diftance,  and  by  that  mfians  may  be 
better  able  to  furprife  the  enemy.  Notwiih Handing 
their  natural  intrepidity  and  averfioii  for  all  dif- 
guife,  their  wars  are  carried  on  with  artifice.  Thefe: 
ftratagems,  common  to  all  nations,  whether  favage 
or  civilized,  are  become  necelTary  to  the  petty 
nations  of  Canada.  They  would  have  totally  de- 
'  ftroyed  one  another,  Iiad  they  not  made  the  glor^ 
of  their  chiefs  to  confift  in  bringing  home  all  their 
Companions,  rather  than  in  fliedding  the  blood  of 
their  foes.  Honour,  therefore,  is  to  be  gained 
by  falling  upon  the  enemy  before  he  ii  prepared* 
Thefe  people,  whofe  fenfes  have  never  been  im* 
paired>  are  extremely  quick  in  their  fmeil,  and 
can  difcover  the  places  where  men  have  trod.  By 
the  keennefs  of  that  and  of  their  fight,  it  is  faid 
they  can  trace  footfteps  that  are  madt  upon  the 
fhorteft  grafs,  upon  the  dry  ground,  and  eved 
Voi.  Vli  H  h  uppn 
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■  °^  ®  ^  tfpon  ftone  J   and  from  the  nature  of  the  footftcps 
\m^*^mmj  can  difcoveno  what  nation  the  adventurers  belong. 
Perhaps,  they  may  do  this  by  the  leaves  from  the 
forclls  which  always  cover  the  gronnd. 

When  they  are  fo  fortunate  as  to  furprife  the 
enemy,  they  difchargc  a  whole  volley  of  arrows, 
and  fall  upon  them  with  their  clubs  or  hatchets. 
If  they  are  upon  their  guard,  or  well  intrenched, 
ihey  retreat  if  they  can ;  if  not,  they^^ht  till  they 
conquer  or  die.  The  vidonous  party  difpatch 
the  wounded  whom  they  cannot  carry  off,  fcalp 
the  dead,  and  take  fome  prifoners.  * 

The  conqueror  leaves  his  hatchet  upon  the 
iield  of  battle,  having  prcvioafly  engraven  upon 
ir  the  mark  of  his  nation,  that  of  his  family,  and 
efpecially  his  own  pidurc^  that  b  to  fay,  an  oval 
*ith  the  figures  marked  on  his  own  face.  Others 
paint  all  thcfc  enfigns  of  honour,  or  rather  tro- 
phies of  viclpry,  on  the  ftump  of  a  tree,  or  on  a 
piece  erf"  the  bark,  with  coal  mixed  up  widi  fevcral 
colours.  To  this  they  add  the  hiftory,  not  only 
of  the  battle,  but  of  the  whole  campaign,  in  hiero- 
glyphic charafters.  Next  to  the  pifture  of  the 
general,  the  number  of  his  foldiers  is  marked  by 
ib  many  lines  >  that  of  the  prifoncrs  by  fo-many 
little  images,  and  that  of  the  dead  by  fo  many 
human  figures  without  heads.  Such  are  the  ex- 
preffive  and  technical  figns  which,  in  all  original 
focreties,  have  preceded  the  art  of  writing  and 
printing,  and  the  voluminous  libraries  which  fill 
the  palaces  of  the  rich  ajid  idle,  and  embarcafs  the 
the  minds  of  the  learned. 

7  Ta» 
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The  hiftory  of  an  lodua  war  k  but  a  fliort  book 
fme;  they  make  haftc  to  defcribe  it,  for  fear  the  •<  n-.-mi 
enemy  (hould  rally  and  fall  upon  them.  The  con* 
queror  glories  in  a  pEccipatate  retreat,  and  never 
flops  till  he  reaches  his  own  territory  and  his  own 
town.  There  he  is  received  with  the  warmeft 
tranfports  of  joy,  and  finds  his  reward  in  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  his  countrymen.  A  debate  then  cnfues, 
how  the  prifoners,  who  are  the  only  advantage  of 
tjieir  vidlory,  fhall  be  difpofed  of. 

The  moft  fortunate  of  the  captives  are  thofe 
who  are  chofen  to  replace  the  warriors  who  fell  in ' 
the  lateaftion,  or  in  former  battles.  This  adop- 
tion has  been  wifely  contrived,  to  perpetuate  na- 
tions, which  would  foon  be  deftroyed  by  frequent 
wars.  The  prifoners  being  once  incorporated  into 
a  family,  become  couGns,  uncles,  fathers,  bro- 
thers, hufbandsj  in  Ihort,  they  fuccecd  to  any 
degree  of  confanguinity,  in  which  the  deceafed 
ffobd,  whofe  place  they  fupply ;  and  thefe  affec- 
tionate titles  convey  all  their  rights  to  them,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  bind  them  to  all  their 
engagements.  Far  from  being  averfe  for  attach- 
ing themfelres  with  all  proper  affcAion  to  the 
family  that  has  adopted  them,  they  will  not  refufe 
f  ven  to  take  up  arms  againfl  their  own  country- 
fnen.  Yet  this  is  furely  a  ftrange  inverlion  of  the 
ties  of  nature.  They  mufb  be  very  weak  men, 
thus  to  ibifi  the  objeA  of  their  regard  with  the 
ticiffitudes  of  fortune.  The  truth  is,  that  war 
jfeems  to  cancel  all  the  bonds  of  nature,  and  to 
confine  a  man's  feelings  to  himfelf  alone.  Hence 
arifes  that  union  between  friends  among  the  fa- 
H  h  2  vages. 
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"  XV  ^  v*'8'^'>  which  is  obfcrved  to  be  ftrongcr  than  tfiat 
i_  ,  ■  I  f  which  fubnils  between  relations.  Thofe  who  are 
to  fight  and  die  togeiher,'  are  more  firmly  at- 
tached, than  thofe  who  are  bprn  together,  or 
under  the  fame  roof.  When  war  or  death  has 
diflblved  that  confanguinity  which  is  cemented  by 
nature,  or  has  been  formed  by  choice,  the  fame 
fate  which  loads  the  favage  with  chains,  gives  him 
new  relations  and' friends.  Cuftom  and  common 
confent  have  authorifed  this  fingularlaw,  which 
undoubtedly  fprang  from  neceffity. 

But  it  fometimes  happens  that  a  prifoncr  re- 
fufes  this  adoption;  fometimes  that  he  is  excluded 
from  it.  A  tall  handfome  prifoner  had  loft  feve- 
ral  of  his  fingers  in  battle.  This  circumftancc 
was  not  noticed  at  firft.  Friend,  faid  the  widow 
to  whom  he  was  allotted,  we  bad  chofen  you  to  Ik-i 
tviib  Its  i  hut  in  the  condition  you  appear^  unable  to 
fight  and  to  defend  usy  of  what  ufe  is  life  to  ycu! 
Death  is  certainly  preferable.  I  am  of  the  fame 
epinimij  anfwered  the  favage.  Well  then^  replied 
tlie  woman,  thii  evening  you  fball  be  tied  to  the  Jiake. 
Foryffur  own  glory,  and  for  the  honour  of  your /ami}/ 
who  have  adopted  you,  remember  to  behave  like  a  mat 
of  courage.  He  promifed  he  would,  and  kept  hb 
word.  For  three  days  he  endured  the  moft  cruel 
torments,  with  a  conftancy  and  checrfulncfs 
that  fer  them  all  at  defiance.  His  new  familj 
never  forfook  him,  but  encouraged  him  by  their 
applaufe,  and  fupplied  him  with  drink  and  to- 
bacco in  the  midft  of  his  fufferings.  What  a 
mixture  of  virtue  and  ferocioufnefs !  Every  thing 
■is  great  in  ihefe  people  who  are  not  enflaved. 

This 
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This  is  the  fublioie  of  nature,  in  all  it's  horrors  *  ^^  "^ 
and  ic's  beauties.  ^-"y— ^ 

The  captives  whom  none  chufe  to  adopt,  are 
foon  condemned  to  death.  The  viftinns  are 
prepared  for  it  by  every  thing  that  may  tend  to 
infpire  tliem  with  a  fondnefs  for  life.  The  bed 
fare,  the  kindeft  ufage,  the  moftendearing  names, 
are  lavilhed  upon  them.  They  are  even  fome- 
timcs  indulged  with  women  to  the  very  moment 
of  their  feniencc.  Is  this  compaflion,  or  is  it  a 
refinement  of  barbarity  ?  At  lall  a  herald  comes, 
and  acquaints  the  wretch  that  the  pile  is  ready. 
Brother,  fays  he,  h  patient,  yeu  art  going  to  bt 
burnt,  yerj  well  brother,  fays  the  prifoncr,  /  thank 
you. 

These  words  are  received  with  general  ap- 
plaule;  but  the  women  are  the  moft  violent  in 
their  exprcflions  of  the  common  joy.  She  to 
whom  the  prifoncr  is  delivered  up,  inftantly  in- 
vokes the  Ihade  of  a  father,  a  hufband,  a  fon,  the 
deareft  friend,  whofe  death  is  dill  unrevenged. 
Drawnear,  fhe  cries,  I  am  preparing  a  feafi  for  tbee. 
Come  and  drink  large  draughts  of  the  hretb  I  intend 
to  give  ibee.  This  warrior  is  going  te  be  put  into  the 
cauldron.  They  will  apply  hot  hatchets  all  over  bis 
body  :  They  will  fcalp  him.  They  will  drink  eat  of 
his  fcull\  Thoujhalt  be  avenged  and  Jatisfied. 

This  furious  woman  then  rulhcs  upon  her  vic- 
tim, who  is  tied  to  a  poll  near  the  fiery  pile,  and 
by  ftriking  or  maiming  him,  (he  gives  the  fignal 
for  the  intended  cruelties.  There  is  not  a  wo- 
man, or  child,  in  the  clan  whom  this  fight  hsts 
brought  together,  who  does  not  take  a  part  in 
H  h  3  torturing 
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■  **®  ^  lorturing  and  flaying  the  miferable  captive.  Some 

%M»y.w.>  pierce  his  HeDi  with  firebrands ;  others  cut  it  in 
flicesf  fome  tear  off  his  nails  j  while  others  cut 
off  his  fingers,  roaft  them,  and  devour  them  be- 
fore his  face.  Nothing  ftops  his  executionen 
but  the  fear  of  haftening  his  end  :  Uiey  ftudy  to 
pn^ng  his  fufferings  for  whole  days,  and  fomc- 
times  chey  make  him  linger  for  a  week. 

In  the  midft  of  thcfe  torments,  the  hero  fings, 
in  a  barbarous  but  heroic  manner,  the  glory  d 
his  former  vit^torles:  he  fings  the  pleafure  he  for- 
merly took  in  flaying  his  enemies.  His  expiring 
voice  is  raifed,  to  exprefs  the  hope  he  entertains 
■of  being  revenged;  *nd  to  tell  his  perfccutors 
that  they  know  not  how  to  avenge  their  ancef- 
-  tors,  whom  he  hath  malTacred.  He  chufes  to 
bid  defiance  to  his  executioners,  the  rnomem 
when  their  rage  appears  rather  flackened  j  and 
he  endeavours  to  excite  it  anew,  in  order  that  ibe 
excefs  of  his  fufferings  may  difplay  the  excefs  of 
his  courage.  It  is  a  conflift  between  the  viQ.m 
and  hiB  tormentors;  a  dreadful  challenge  between 
cont^ancy  in  fuffering,  and  obClin^cy  in  torturing, 
But  the  fenfe  of  glory  predominates.  Whether 
this  intoxication  of  enthuOafm  fufpends,  or  wholly 
benumbs,  all  fenfe  of  pain  i  or  whether  cuftom 
and  education  alone  produce  thefe  prodigies  of 
heroifm,  certain  it  is,  that  the  fufferer  dies  with- 
out ever  (bedding  3,  tear  or  heaving  a  figh.  Let 
fanatics  of  all  falfe  religions  no  longer  boafl  the 
confliancy  of  their  martyrs  i  the  favage  of  nature 
goes  beyond  all  their  miraguloys  accounts. 
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Howihall  we  account  for  this  itife,afibility?  Is  *  °  °  * 
it  owen  to  the  climate,  or  to  the  manner  of  life?  ^— v--,i 
Colder  blood,  thicker  humours,  a  confticutioa 
rendered  more  phlegmatic  by  the  dampnefs  of  thp 
air  and  the  ground,  may  doubtlefs  blunt  the  irrir 
tabiliiy  of  the  nervous  fyftem  in  Canada.  Me;» 
who  are  conftantly  expofed  to  all  the  inclcmenr 
cies  of  the  weather,  the  fatigues  of  hunting,  an(i 
.the  perils  of  war,  contrail  fuch  a  rigidity  of 
.fibres,  fuch  a  habit  of  fuffering,  as  makes  therri 
infenfible  to  pain.  Xc  is  faid  the  favages  'are: 
fcarce  ever  convulfed  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
whether  they  die  of  ficknefs  or  of  a  wound.  A$ 
they  have  no  apprchcnfions,  either  of  the  ap- 
proaches or  the  confequences  of  death,  their  ima- 
gination does  not  fuggeft  that  artificial  fenfibiliry 
againft  which  nature  has  guarded  them.  Their 
whole  life,  whether  confidered  in  a  natural  or 
moral  view,  is  calculated  to  infpire  them  with  a 
contempt  for  death,  which  we  fo  much  drcad^ 
and  to  enable  them  to  overcome  the  fenfe  of  pain, 
which  is  increafed  by  our  indulgences. 

But  a  citcumftance  (till  more  aftonifhingin  the 
charader  of  the  Indians  than  their  refolution  in 
fupporting  tortures,  is  the  rancour  that  appears  in 
their  revenge.  It  is  dreadful  to  think  that  man 
may  become  the  moft  cruel  of  all  animals.  In 
.general,  revenge  is  not  profecuted  with  cruelty 
either  among  nations,  or  between  individuals  who 
ire  governed  by' good  laws;  which,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  proteft  the  fubjeft,  reftrain  him 
from  committing  injuries.  Vengeance  is  not  a 
very  lively  principle  in  wars  that  are  carried  on 
H  h  4  between 
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BOOK  between  great  nations,  becaufe  they  have  but 
\  /  _f  little  to  fear  from  their  enemies.  Bui  in  thofe 
petty  nations,  where  a  confidcrable  fhare  of  the 
power  of  the  (late  belongs  to  each  individual, 
where  the  lofs  of  one  man  endangers  the  whole 
community,  war  is  nothing  elfc  than  a  fpirit  of 
revenge  thai  aftuates  the  whole  "body.  Among 
independent  men,  who  enicrcain  s  degree  of 
eftcem  for  themfelves,  which  can  never  be  felt  by 
men  who  are  under  fubjeftion  j  among  favages 
whole  aSedtions  are  very  lively,  and  confined  to  a 
few  objefts,  injuries  mull  ncceffarily  be  refcnted 
to  the  greateft  degree,  becaufe  they  affeil  the 
perfon  tn  the  molt  fenfiblc  manner:  the  aiTaHina- 
tion  of  a  friend,  of  a  fon,  of  a  brother,  or  of  a 
fellow- citizen,  muft  be  avenged  by  the  death  of 
the  alT^fiin.  Thcfc  beloved  fliades  are  continu- 
ally calling  out  for  vengeiuce  from  their  graves. 
They  wander  about  in  the  forefts,  amidft  the 
mournful  accents  of  the  birds  of  night;  they  ap-. 
pear  in  the  phofphorus  and  in  the  lightning  j  and 
ftipcrftitiori  pleads  for  them  in  the  afflicted  or  in- 
(lenfed  hearts  of  their  friends, 

When  we  conlider  the  hatred  which  the  hordes 
of  ihefe  favages  bear  to  each  other  j  the  hardlhips 
they  undergo;  the  fcarcity  they  are  often  expofed 
to;  the  frequency  of  their  wars;  the  fin  all  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  i  the  numberlefs  fnares  we  lay 
for  them  ;  we  cannot  but  forcfee  that,  in  lefs  than 
three  centuries;  the  whole  race  wilt  be  extinfl. 
What  judgment  v/ill  pofterity  form  of  this  fpe- 
ficsofmen,  who  will  exift  only  In  the  defcrip- 
(ions  of  travellers  ?    Will  not  the  accounts  given 
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of  the  favages  appear  to  them  in  the  fame  light  '  °^  * 
as  the  fables  of  antiquity  do  to  us?  It  will  fpeak  of  ■.-->— 1 
them,  as  the  Centaurs  and  Lapiths  are  fpoken 
of  by  us.  How  many  coniradiftions  will  not 
pofterity  difcovcr  in  their  cuftoms  and  manners  I 
Will  not  fuch  of  our  writings  as  may  then  have' 
efcaped  the  deftrudive  hand  of  lime,  pafs  for 
ronfiantic  inventions,  like  thofe  which  Plato  has 
left  us  concerning  the  antient  Aclaniica  ? 

The  charafter  of  the  North -Americans,  as  we  ThefrenA 
havedefcrtbed  it,  had  fingularly  difplaycd  itfelf  tak<.p.rt 
in  the  war  between  the- Iroquois  and  the  Algon-  of'ti^"" 
quins.     Thefe  two  nations,  the  moft  numerous  in  "*'^ 
Canada,  had  formed  a  kind  of  confederacy.     The 
former,  who  tilled  the  ground,  imparted  their  pro- 
ductions to  their  allies,  who  in  return  Ihared  with 
them  the  fruits  of  their  chace.     Connefted  by 
their  reciprocal  wants,    they  mutually  defended 
each  other.     During  the  feafon  when  all  the  la- 
bours of  agriculture  were  interrupted  by  the  fnow 
on  the  ground,  they  lived  together.     The  Algon- 
qulns  went  a  hunting:  and  the  Iroquois  flaid  at 
home,  to  (kin  the  beafts,  cure  the  flelh,  and  drefs 
the  hides. 

It  happened  one  year  that  a  party  of  Algon-- 
quins,  who  were  not  very  dextrous,  or  much  ufed 
to  the  chape,  proved  unfucccfsfu).  The  Iroquois, 
who  attended  them,  defired  leave  to  try  whether 
they  fhould  fucceed  better.  This  requeft,  which 
had  fometimes  been  complied  with,  was  not 
granted.  Irritated  at  this  unfeafonable  reful'al, 
they  went  out  privately  in  the  night,  and  brought  ^ 
iiome  3  great  number  of  aniinals.  The  Algoo- 
quinf. 
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■  ®  °  *  quins  greatly  mortified,  to  Mot  out  the  rnj  re- 
^  -»i  ■*  membraace  of  their  difgracc*  waited  till  the  Iro- 
quois buntrmen  were  aOeep,  and  put  them  all  to 
death.  This  maffacre  occalioned  a  great  alann. 
The  offended  nation  demanded  juftice,  which  was 
haughtily  refufed  j  and  they  were  given  to  under- 
hand that  they  aiuft  not  expert  the  fmaJleft  facis- 
fadion. 

The  Iroquois,  enraged  at  this  contemptuous 
treatment,  vowed  that  they  would  either  be  re- 
venged, or  that  they  would  pcrilh  in  the  attempt. 
But  not  being  powerful  enough  to  venture  to  at- 
tack their  haughty  advcrfartes,  they  removed  to 
a  greater  diftance  in  order  lo  try  their  ftrengtb, 
and  improve  their  military  ikill,  by  making  war 
againft  fome  lefs  formidable  nations.  As  fooo  as 
they  had  learnt  to  approach  like  foxes,  to  attack 
like  lions,  and  to  By  like  birds,  as  they  .exprefs 
themfclves,  they  were  no  longer  afraid  to  encoun- 
ter the  Algonquins ;  and,  therefore,  carried  on  a 
war  againft  them  with  a  degree  of  ferocioufnefs 
proportionable  to  their  r^fcntment. 

It  was  juft  at  the  time  when  thefe  animofities 
were  kindled  throughout  Canada,  that  the  Frenoh 
made  their  firft  appearance  in  that  country.  The 
Montagnez,  who  inhabited  the  lower  parts  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  ;  the  Algonquins,  who  were 
fettled  upon  it's  banks,  from  Quebec  to  Montreal; 
the  Hurons,  who  were  difperfcd  about  the  lake 
that  bears  that  name  i  and  fome  lefs  confiderable 
nations,  who  wandered  about  in  the  intermediate 
fpacesi  were  all  inclined  to  favour  the  fettlemeot 
of  Xhe  ftrangers :  thefe  feveral  nations  combined 
againft 
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agatnft  the  Iroquois,  and,  unable  to  withftatid 
them,  imagined  that  thejr  nright  find  in  their  new 
gueft  an  unexpeAed  refource,  which  would  in- 
fure  them  fuccefs.  From  the  opinion  they  enter- 
tained of  the  French,  which  fecined  as  if  it  were 
formed  upon  a  thorough  knowlcge  of  their  cha- 
rafter,  they  flattered  themfelves  they  might  eftgage 
them  in  their  quarrel,  and  were  not  difappointed. 
Champlain,  who  ought  to  have  availed  himfrif  of 
the  iuperior  knowlege  of  the  Europeans  to  effed 
a  reconciliation  between  the  Americans,  did  atO. 
even  attempt  it.  He  warmly  cfpoufed  the  inte- 
relh  of  his  neighbours,  and  accompanied  them  in 
purfuit  of  their  enemy. 

The  country  of  the  Iroquois  was  near  eightf 
leagues  in  length,  and  more  than  forty  in  breadth. 
It  was  bounded  by  the  lake  Erie,  the  lake  Onta- 
rio, the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  celebrated 
countries  fincc  know'n  by  the  names  of  New-  York 
and  Pcnfylvar.ia.  The  fpace  between  thefe  vaft 
limits  was  watered  by  feveral  fine  rivers,  and  was 
inhabited  by  five  nations,  which  could  bring  about 
twenty  ihoufand  warriors  into  the  field  j  thou^ 
they  arc  now  reduced  to  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred. 
They  formed  a  kind  of  league  or  affociarion,  not 
unlike  that  of  the  Swifs  or  the  Dutch.  Their 
deputies  met  once  a  year,  to  hold  their  feail  of 
union,  and  to- deliberate  on  the  jnterefts  of  the 
commonwealth. 

Though  the  Iroquois  didnot  expeft  to  be  again 
attacked  by  enemies  who  had  fo  often  been  con- 
quered, they  were  not  unprepared.  The  engage- 
ment was  begun  with  equal  confidence  on  both 
-lides}  op%  relying  on  their  ufual  fuperiority;  the 
other 
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■  ^v  ^  Other  on  the  affiftancc  of  their  new  ally,  whofc 
L  fire-arms  could  not  fail  of  infuring  the  vi^ory^ 

And,  indeed,  no  fooner  had  Champlain,  and  the 
two  Frenchmen  who  attended  him.  Bred  a  lhot> 
which  killed  two  chiefs  of  the.Iroquois,  and  mor- 
tally wounded  a  third,  than  the  whole  army  fled 
in  the  utmoll  amazement  and  confternation. 

This  alteration  in  the  mode  of  attack  induced 
them  to  think  of  changing  their  mode  of  defence. 
In  the  next  campaign,  they  judged  it  neceflary  to 
intrench  ihemlelvcs,  to  elude  the  force  of  wea- 
pons they  were  unacquainted  with.  But  their 
precaution  was  ineScftual.  Notwithftanding  an 
obftinaterefilUncejthcirintrenchments  were  forced 
by  the  Indians,  fupported  by  a  brifker  fire  from  a 
greater  number  of  Frenchmen,  than  appeared  in 
the  firft  expedition.  The  Iroquois  were  almoft  all 
killed  or  taken.  Thofe  who  had  efcaped  from 
the  engagement  were  precipitated  into  a  river,  and 
drowned. 

This  nation  would  probably  have  been  de- 
ftroyed,  or  compelled  to  live  in  peace,  had  not 
the  Dutch,  who  in  1610  founded  the  colony  (^ 
New  Belgia  in  their  neighbourhood,  furniftied 
them  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Poflibly  too 
they  might  fecretly  foment  their  divifions,  the  furs 
taken  from  the  enemy  during  the  continuance  of 
hoftilicies  being  a  greater  object  than  tboie  they 
could  procure  from  their  own  chace.  However 
this  may  be,  this  connection  reftorcd  the  balance 
between  both  parties.  Various  hoftilities  and  in- 
juries  were  committed  by  each  nation,  which 
weakened  the  ftrength  of  both.    This  perpetual 
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tbb  and  fiowof  foccefsi-whichj  in  governments,  '  °^^  ^ 
aftuared  by  motives  of  intereft  rather  than  of  i— -^--J 
revenge,  would  infallibly  have  reftored  tranquil- 
lity, fervcd  but  to  increafe  animofities,  and  to 
exafperate  a  number  of  little'  clans,  bent  upon 
each  other's  deftruition.  The  confequcnce  was, 
that  the  weakeft  of  thefc  petty  nations  were  foon 
deftroyed  j  and  the  reft  were  gradually  reduced  to 
nothing. 

These  deftruftive  events  did  not  however  con-  ThiTnatk 
tribute  to  advance  the  power  of  the  French.     In    m.kciiw 
1627,  they  had  only  three  wretched  fcttlements,   t"*'(m(« 
furrounded  with  pales.    The  largeft  of  theic  con-   »f ''''*• 
tained  but  fifty  inhabitants,  including  men,  wo- 
men, and  children.    The  climate  had  not  proved 
deftruftive  to  the  people  fent  there;  though  fe- 
l  vere,    it   was    wholefomc,    and  the  Europeans 
Iftrengthened  their  conftitutions  without  endanger- 
ing their  lives.  The  little  progrefs  they  made  was 
entirely  owen  to  an  exclufive  company,  whofe 
hief  defigns  were  not  fo  much  intended  to  create 
Inational  power  in  Canada,  as  to  enrich  them- 
ives  by  the  fur  trade.     This  evil  might  have 
immediately  removed,    by  abolilhing  this 
kiopoly,  and  allowing' a  free  trade  i  but  it  was 
Ithen  time  to  adopt  fo  fimple  a  theory.     The 
goicrnment.  However,  chofe  onl/  to  employ  a 
mMe  numerous  affociation,  compofed  of  men  of 
gAter  property  and  credit, 

They  gave  them  the  difpofal  of  the  fcttlements 
It  were, or  ftiould  be  formed  in  Canada,  togeth(%r- 
■th  a  power  of  fortifying  and  governing  them  as 
tey  thought  proper,  and  of  making  war  or  peace. 
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»  o  o  K.  ji^  fliould  beft  promote  their  iotcreft.  The  whole 
^-v~— '  trade  by  Tea  and  land  was  allowed  them  for  a  term 
of  flfceca  years,  except  the  cod  and  whale  filhe- 
lies,  which  were  left  open  to  all.  The  beaver  and 
all  the  fur  trade  was  granted  to  the  company  (os 
ever. 

To  all  thefe  were  added  further  encourage- 
ments. The  king  made  a  prefent  of  two  large 
Ihips  to  the  company,  which  confifted  of  fewca 
hundred  proprietors.  Twelve  of  the  principal 
were  raifcd  lo  the  rank  of  nobility.  Gcnclemcn, 
and  even  the  clergy,  already  too  rich,  were  in- 
vited to  Ihare  ifi  this  trade.  The  company  were 
allowed  the  liberty  of  fending  and  exporting  all 
kinds  of  commodities  and  merchandife,  free  (^ 
any  duty  whatfoever.  A  perfon,  who  excrcifed 
any  trade  in  the  colony  for  the  fpace  of  fix  years, 
was  entitled  to  the  freedom  of  the  fareie  trade  la 
France.  The  lad  favour  granted  them  was  du; 
free  entry  of  all  goods  maoufaftured  in  thofe  dif- 
tant  regions.  This  fingular  privilege,  the  mo- 
tives of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcovcr,  g^ve  the 
manufaflurcrs  of  New  France  an  tnBnice  advan- 
tage over  thofe  of  the  mother- country,  who  were 
encumbered  with  a  variety  of  duties,  letters  of 
mafterdiip,  charges  for  flamps,  and  with  all  the 
impediment  which  ignorance  and  avarice  had 
multiplied  without  end. 

In  return  for  fo  many  marks  Qf  partiality,  the 
company,  which  had  a  capital  of  a  hujndred  thou- 
jfand  crowns  *,  engaged  to  bring  mt<t  tk»  colony, 

•  13,500!. 
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in  the  year  i6a8,  which  was  the  firft  year  they  b  oo'  k, 
enjoyed  their  charter,  two  or  thfee  hundred  arti-  »—  „'■■» 
ficcrs  of  fuch  trades  as  ^yere  fitteft  for  their  pur- 
pofe  i  and  fixteen  thoufand  men  before  the  year 
1643.  They  were  to  provide  them  with  lodging 
and  board,  to  maintain  them  for  three  years,  and 
afterwards  to  give  them  as  much  cleared  land 
as  would  be  necefiary  for  their  fubfiftence,  with 
a  fufficienc  quantity  of  grain  to  fow  it  the  firR; 
year. 

Fortune  did  not  fecond  the  endeavours  of  go- 
Tcnment  in  favour  of  the  new  company.  The 
firft  fhips  they  fitted  out  were  taken  by  the  Eng- 
lifli,  who  were  lately  at  variance  with  France,  on 
account  of  the  fiegc  of  Rochelle.  Richelieu  and 
Buckingham,  who  were  enemies  from  jealoufy, 
from  perfonal  chara£ter,  from  ftate  intereft,  and 
from  every  motive  that  can  excite  an  irreconcile- 
able  enmity  between  two  ambitious  minifters, 
took  this  opportunity  to  fpirit  up  the  two  king» 
they  governed,  and  the  two  nations  they  were  en- 
deavouring to  c^refs.  The  Englifii,  who  fought 
for  their  interefts,  gained  the  advantage  over  the 
French  j  and  the  latter  loft  Canada  in  1629.  The 
council  of  Lewis  XIII.  were  fo  little  acquainted 
with  the  value  of  this  fetflcmenr,  that  they  were 
inclined  not  to  demand  the  reftitution  of  itj  hue 
the  pride  of  the  leading  man,  who,  being  at  the 
head  of  the  company,  confidered  the  incroach- 
ments  of  the  Englilh  as  a  pcrfonat  infulti.  pre- 
vailed with  them  to  alter  their  opinion.  They 
met  with  lefs  difficulty  than  they  expected ;  and 
Canada 
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>  op  *  Canada  was  reftored  to  the  French,  with  ^iCCf 
L,  -J--J  in    1631,    by  the    treaty    of   St.  Germain  ea 
Laye. 

The  French  were  not  taught  by  adverCty.  The 
fame  ignorance,  the  fame  negligence,  prevailed 
after  the  recovery  of  Canada  as,  before.  The  mo- 
nopolizing company  fulfilled  none  of  their  engage-* 
■fients.  This  breach  of  faithj  far  from  being  pu-* 
nilhed,  was,  in  a  manner,  rewarded  by  a  pro-^ 
longation  of  their  charter.  The  clamours  of  all 
Canada  were  difregarded  at  fuch  a  diftance  ;  and 
the  deputies,  fent  10  reprefcnt  it's  wretched  fitua* 
tion,  were  denied  accefs  to  the  throne,  where 
timid  truth  is  never  fuffered  to  approach,  but  is 
awed  into  fitence  by  threats  and  punifhments* 
This  behaviour,  equally  repugnant  to  humanity^ 
private  intereft  and  good  policy,  was  attended 
with  fuch  confequenccs  as  might  naturally  be  es-' 
pefted  from  it. 

,  The  French  had  formed  their  fettlcmcnt  im- 
properly. In  order  to  have  the  appearance  of 
reigning  over  an  immenfe  track  of  country,  and 
to  draw  nearer  to  the  furs,  they  had  placed  their 
habitations  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  each  others 
that  they  had  fcarce  any  Communlcationj  and 
were  unable  to  afford  each  other  any  afliftancCi 
The  misfortunes  which  were  the  rcfult  of  this  im* 
prudence  had  not  produced  any  alteration  in  their 
conduct.  The  intcrell  of  the  moment  made  them 
always  forget  the  paft,  and  prevented  them  from 
forefeeing  the  future.  They  were  not  properly  ift 
afocial  ftate,  Hdcc  the  magtftrates  could  notfu^ 
perintend 
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jicrinterrii  their. morals*  nor  government  provide  ^  ^°  * 
for,(hc  Tafety  of  their  perfons  and  property, .  ^— .y--^ 

'  .Tds  audaciotis  and  ardent  Iroi^uois  foon  per- 
ceived the  defedl  of.thiS'Conftiiution,  and  pur> 
fued  meafurfcs.  to  avail  themfelves  of  it*  The 
Weak  bands  of  ravages  iifehich  had  been  fheltered 
from  their  furyi  deprived  of  that  fupport  which 
cpnftituted  their  fecurityi  foon  fled  before  them. 
This  firft  fucceft  jnfpired  the  Iroquois  with  the 
hopes  of  compelling  their  protestors  to  crofs.the 
fea  again j  and  even  of  being  able  to  deprive  thefe 
foreigners  of  theit:  children,  that  with  them  they 
might  till  the  place  of  thofe  warriors  they  had 
loft  in  «he  precoJtng  wars.  To  avoid  thefe  cala^ 
mities  and  humiliations,  the  French  were  obliged 
Co  ereA>  in  each  of  the  diftridts  which  they  occu- 
pied, a  kind  of  fort,  where  they  took  refuge,  and 
where  they  Iheltered  their  provifions  and  their 
cattlCj  at  the  approach  of  thefe  irreconcilcable 
fpcs.  Thefe  palifadoes,  commonly  fupported  by 
fome  indifferent  gunsi  were  never  forced,  and 
perhaps  even  never  blocked  up(  but  whatever 
was  found  on  the  outfide  of  the  intrenchmentSt 
was  either  deftroyed,  or  carried  off  by  theTe  bar- 
barians. Spch  was  the  mifery  and  deplorable 
flate  of  the  col^nyi  that  ic  was  reduced  to  fub- 
iift  upon  the  charitable  contributions  which  the 
Ofiiflionaries  received  from  Europe. 

The  French  miniftry,  at  length  awakened  from  irtu  FreaA 
their  lethargy  by  that  general  comrhotion  which  ftom'°"riJ 
at  that  time  agitated  every  nation,  fcnt  a  body  of  w'f^*'!''* 
four  hundred  well-difcipUned  troops  to  Canada  in  •>>«'>  "■" 
l66z.   This  corps  was  reinforqed  two  years  after,  tftiw.*"* 

Vol.  VI.  I  i  The 
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■*  «  K  The  French  gradnall^  recorcnd  an  abfolate  fa- 
^■■V--^  pcrioritf  over  the  Iroquois.  ThYec  of  their  na- 
lioDs,  aUrmed  at  their  lodes,  made  propofab  for 
an  accommodation  i  and  the  other  two  «rere  io 
much  weakened,  that  ihcj  were  induced  fo  ac^ 
cfede  to  it  in  1668.  At  tkis  time  the  colony  lirft 
enjc^ed  a  profound  peace,  which  paved  the  vtmj 
for  it's  profperity ;  and  a  freedom  of  trade  xatf 
tributcdtofecureit.  The  beaver  trade  alone  «>»• 
'  tinued  to  be  monopolixed. 

Th[»  revolutioa  in  afiuirs  excicecl  tdduftry. 
The  former  colonitls)  whofe  weaknefs  had  till 
then  confined  them  within  their  fettlcMents,  now 
Teatmid  to  extend  their  p1antattons>  and  cski- 
vatcd  them  with  greater  confidence  and  fuccefs. 
All  the  foldierst  who  confented  to  fettle  in  the 
New  World,  obtained  their  difchu'gej  together 
with  a  grant  of  fome  property.  The  cfficfera  had 
lands'  given  them  in  proportion  to  thefr  rank* 
The  former  fettlcments  Were  improved  ;  and  ijiew 
0nes  eftablifhed,  wherever  the  mtereft  or  tafity 
of  the  colony  required  it.  This  fpirifand  a&t^ 
vity  Dccalioned  an  increafe  of  traffic  with  the  In- 
dransi  and  revived  the  intercourfe  between  boCk 
continents.  This  profperity  feemed  likely  to  f%- 
ceive  additional  advantages  from  the  c»'e  taken 
fay  the  fuperintendants  of  the  colony,  ilot  only  ny 
preferve  friendfliip  with  the  neighbouring  nations^ 
but  likewife  ta  eftabltfh  peace  and  harmony 
among  thcmfelves.  Not  a  lingle  aft  of  hoftilii/ 
was  committed  throughout  an  extent  of  four  Oir 
five  hundred  le^^ues  j  a  circumftance,  perhaps,  uw- 
hcar'd-of  before  in  North  America.  Ic  fhould 
9  foem 
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f«m  that  the  French  had  kindled  the  war  at  ' 
their  arrival)  only  to  ^tinguifli  it  the  more  ef- 
feftuaily.  ' 

Bu-f  this  concord  could  not  continue  among 
people  who  were  always  armed  for  the  chace, 
unlrfs  Ae  power  that  had  effeftcd  it  fliould  pre- 
ftrve  it  by  the  fupcriority  of  it's  forces.  The 
Iroquois,  finding  this  precaution  was  neglefled, 
refmned  that  reftlefe  dtfpofition  ariftng  from  their 
16Te<rf"revfn^ftnddominion.  They  were,  how- 
ever, careftil  to  c<Hitinae  on  good  rerms  with  all 
who  tt<re  either  allies  or  neighbours  to  cbe 
Frcndi.  Notwkhllanding  this  moderation,  they 
were  told  -thaiC  they  inuft  immcdiateiy  lay  down 
^iheir  ftrtm,  aoA  nrftore  all  the  prifoncrs  they  had 
t:d9en,^>r  cHE{>e£t  to  fee  their  country  doftcbyed,  and 
<lMlr^bitanoii»bufncdoiina.  TbisJiaughty  itun- 
ftionsinoettfed'thcli' pride.  They  anfwered,  that 
Chey  (hould  never  fuficr  the  Ibdt  incroBchment  on 
their  independ«tice{  and  that  they  ihotitd  make 
the  French  fcnfibie,  that  tbey  were- friends  not  to 
be  neglefted,  and  enemies  not  tobedefpifed.  fiut^ 
as  they  wete  fta^red  with  the  air  of  authority 
that  had  been  afipmed,  they  complied  in  part  with 
the  terms  fequvredof  them;  and  the  af&ir  was  thus 
cofriprortiifiKl. 

But  this  kind  of  humiliation  rather  incrcafed 
the  rrifentmeni  of  a  people  more  accuftomed  to 
commit  than  rofufFer  injuries.  ThcEnglilh,  who 
in  l<)64.  b«d  difpoffcfled  the  Dutch  of  New  Bel- 
gia,-arr»d  rectiained  maftcrs  of  the  territory  they  had 
acquired,  which  they  had  called  New  York,  availed 
ttHimfelves  of  the  difpolhions  of  the  Iroquois. 
I  i  3  They 
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»  *  <•  *  They  not  only  excited  the  fpirit  of  difcord,  but 
v^  y',  •  added  prdcDU  to  induce  them  to  break  with  the 
Freocb.  The  fame  artifices  were  ufed  to  fcducc 
the  reft  of  their  allies.  Tbofe  who  adhered  to  their 
allegiance  were  attacked.  All  were  invited,  and 
Ibmc  compelled  to  bnng  their  beaver  and  other 
furs  to  New  York,  where  they  fold  at  a  higher 
price  than  in  the  French  colony. 

Denontilli,  who  had  lately  been  feot  to  Ca^ 
nada  to  ei^orce  obedience  to  the  authority  of  the 
proudcft  of  monarchs,  was  impatient  t^  all  thefe 
infults.  -  Though  he  was  in  a  condition  not  only  to 
defend  his  own  fronders,  but  even  to'  incroach 
upon  thofe  of  the  Iroquois  {  yet,  Icnfible  dut  this 
nation  muft  not  be  attacked  without  being  de- 
ftroyed,  ic  was  agreed  chat  the  French  Oiould  re- 
main in  a  ftatcof  feenung  iaaftion,  till  th^  bad 
received  from  Europe  the  necefliuy  reinforcements 
fin*  executing  fo  defperate  a  rcfoludon.  Thefe 
fuccours  arrived  in  1687)  and  the  colony  bad  then 
11,249  perfons,  of  whom  about  one-third  were 
able  to  bear  arms. 

Notwithstanding  this  fupcriority  of  forces, 
Denonville  had  recourfe  to  ftratagemj  and  dilho- 
noured  the  French  name  among  the  favages  by  an 
infamous  perfidy.  Under  pretence  of  terminat- 
ing their  diffi^rences  by  negociation,  he  bafely 
abufed  the  confidence  which  the  Iroquois  repofcd 
in  the  Jefuit  Lamberville,  to  allure  their  chiefs  to 
a  conference.  As  foon  as  they  arrived,  they  were 
put  in  ironsj  embarked  at  Quebec,  aiid  fenc  to  the 
gallies. 

Om 
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Om  the  firft  report  of  this  treachery,  the  old  ^  ^^  ^ 
men  fent  for  their  miflionary,  and  addrefTed  him  in  '■  y'  * 
the.  following  manner:  "  We  are  authorized  by 
*'  every  motive  to  treat  you  as  an  enemy,  but  we 
"  cannot  refolvc  to  d&  it.  Your  heart  has  had  no 
"  fliarc  in  the  infuit  that  has  been  put  upon  us  j 
••  and  it  would  be  'unjuft  to  punilh  you  for  a 
*•  crime  you  deteftftill  more  than  ourfclves.  But 
*'  you  muft  leave  us.  Our  ralh  ycung  men  might 
"  confider  you  in  the  light  of  a  traitor,  who  has 
'*  delivered  up  the  chiefs  of  our  nation  to  fliamcful 
"  flaver)'."  After  this  fpeech,thefefavagea,whon:i 
the  Europeans  have  always  called  barbarians,  gave 
the  milTionary  fome  guides,  who  conducted  him 
to  a  place  of  fafety  j  and  then  both  parties  took 
up  arms. 

The  French  prefently  fptcad  terror  among  the 
Iroquois  bordering  upon  the  great  lakesj  butDc- 
nonvilie  had  neither  the  aftivity  nor  the  expedition 
neceflary  to  improve  thefc  firft  fuccefles.  While 
he  was  taken  up  in  deliberating,  inftead  of  acting, 
the  campaign  was  clofed  without  the  acquifition  of 
any  permanent  advantage.  -  This  increafed  the 
boldnefs  of  the  Iroquois  who  lived  near  the  French 
fettlements,  where  they  repeatedly  committed  the 
moft  dreadful  ravages.  The  planters,  finding  their 
labours  dcftroyed  by  thefe  depredations,  which 
deprived  them  of  the  means  of  repairing  the  da- 
mages they  had  fuftained,  ardently  wilhed  for 
-peace.  DenonviUe's  temper  coincided  with  their 
wiflies  1  but  it  was  no  cafy  matter  to  pacify  an  ene- 
my rendered  implacable  by  ill  ufage.  Lamber- 
ville,  who  ftili  maintained  his  former  afccndant 
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P  °  ®  "^  over  them,  made  overtures  of  peace,  which  woe 
K—.^^  liftenedto. 

While  thefe  negoctationt  were  carrying  oq,  i 
Machiavel,  born  in  the  forefts,  know'a  by  ihc 
name  of  Le  Rat,  the  bravell,  the  moft  refoIutC]  the 
moll  intelligent  favage  ever  found  in  the  wildsof 
North  America,  arrived  at  Fort  Frontenac  wid 
a  chofen  band  of  Hurons,  fully  determined  upoi 
exploits  worthy  of  the  reputation  he  had  acquired 
He  was  told  that  a  treaty  waa  aflually  on  footj 
that  the  deputies  of  the  Iroquois  were  upontb 
road  to  conclude  it  at  Montreal;  and  thai  it 
would  be  an  infulc  upon  the  French  governor,  if 
hoftilities  fliould  be  carried  on  againll  a  natin 
with  which  they  were  negociating  a  peace.  i 
Lb  Rat,  piqued  that  the  French  Ihould  thm 
enter  into  negociations  without  confulting  their 
jdlies,.  rcfolved  to  punifli  chem  for  their  preJurap- 
tion.  He  lay  in  wait  for  the  d^uties,  fomccf 
whom  were  killed,  and  the  reft  tal^en  prifonen, 
"When  the  latter  told  him  the  purport  of  thtir 
voyage,  he  feigned  the  greater  furprife,  as  Penon- 
ville,  he  faid,  had  fcnt  him  to  intercept  thm 
In  order  to  carry  on  the  deceit  more  fucce&fuUyi 
he  immediately  releafed  them  all,  except  oat, 
whom  he  pretended  to  keep,  to  replace  one  of  his 
Hurons  who  had  been  killed  in  the  fray,  H* 
then  haftcned  to  Michillimakinac,  where  he  ff*" 
fentcd  his  prifoner  to  the  French  comrBandsnti 
who,  not  knowing  that  Penonville  was  uei^H 
with  the  Iroquois,  caufed  the  unhappy  favage  to 
be  put  to  death.  Immediately  after  this,  l^^^ 
fent  for  an  old  Iroquois,  who  had  Jong  beta  i 
prifoner 
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prifbner  among  tlic  Hurons>  and  gave  Jiim  his  '  ^  °  * 
liberty  »  go  and  tcqti«nt'bis  nacion,  that,  while  ■■■-^r^ 
the  French  were  amufing  their  enemies  with  ne- 
gociations,  they  continued  to  take  prifoners  and 
pnurder  them.  This  artifice,  worthy  of  the  mofl: 
infemous  European  policy,  fucceeded  as  the  fa- 
vage  Lc  Rat  defircd.  The  war  was  renewed  with 
greater  fury  than  ever,  and  lafted  the  longer,  a^ 
the  Englilh,  who  about  that  period  were  engaged 
in  a  conteft  with' France,  .on  account  of  the  depo- 
fition  of  James  11,  thought  it  their  intereft  to 
make  an  alliance  with  the  Iroquois. 

An  Englifli  fleet,  which  failed  from  Europe  in 
1:690,  appeared  before  Queface  in  Odober,  to 
lay  ficge  to  the  place.  They  had  reafen  to  ex- 
peft  but  a  faint  refiftance,  as  the  favages  were 
to  make  a  powerful  diverfion,  to  draw  off  the 
principal  land^orces  of  the  colony.  But  they 
were  compelled  fliamcfuUy  to  relinquilh  the  en- 
terprife,  after  having  fuftained  great  loffes.  The 
caufes  of  this  difappoiAtment  merit,  Ibme  dif- 
cuffion. 

Wheh  the  Britifli  miniftry  prdjetSed  the  reduc- 
tion of  Cariada,  they  determined  that  the  land 
and  fca  forces  fhould  arrive  there  at  the  fanne  time. 
This  wife  plan  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
aflnefs.  As  the  fhips  were  failing  up  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  the  troops  marched  by  land,  in 
order  to  reach  the  fceneof  aftion  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant  as  the  fleet.  They  were  nearly  arrived, 
when  the  Iroquois,  who  conduced  and  fupportcd 
them,  recollefted  ihc'hazard  they  ran  in  leading 
|h<if  allies  to  the  conqueft'  of  Quebec.  ■  Situated 
114  as 
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■  ^  *  as  we  are  between  two  European  nations,  &id 
w«v«^  they  in  a  council  which  they  held,  each  powerful 
enough  to  deftra^  vs,  both  intcre&d  in  our  de- 
flrndion,  when  chef  no  kmgcr  ftaod  in  need  d* 
our  afliftancej  what  better  meafure  can  we  take, 
dun  to  prevent  the  one  from  being  TiAorious 
over  tbe  other  ?  Then  will  each  of  them  be  com* 
pelled  to  court  our  alliance,  ch-  to  bribe  us  to  a 
neutrality.  This  fyftemj  which  leenicd  to  be 
dieted  by  the  fame  kind  of  deep  policy  as  chat 
>rhich  direAs  the  balance  of  Europe,  determined 
the  Iroquois  to  return  o>  their  rdTpeAive  homes 
pnder  yarioui  pretences.  Their  defeAion  obliged 
the  Englilb  to  retreat ;  and  the  French,  now  in 
fecurity  on  tfieir  lands,  united  all  their  forces  with 
as  much  unanimity  as  fuccets  for  tl^e  defence  of 
(heir  capital. 

The  Iroquois,  from  motives  of  policy,  ftiflcd 
their  refentmeot  againft  the  French,  and  were  at- 
tached rather  to  the  name  than  to  the  interells  of 
England.  Thefe  two  European  powers,  there- 
fore, irreconcileable  rivals  to  each  other,  but  fer 
parated  by  the  territo|-y  of  a  favage  nation,  equally 
apprehenfivc  of  the  fuperiority  of  either,  werp 
pri  vented  from  doing  each  other  To  much  injury 
as  they  could  have  wilhcd.  The  war  was  carried 
on  merely  by  a  few  depredations,  fatal  to  thf 
colonics,  but  of  little  coqrcquence  to  the  feveral 
nations  concerned  in  them.  During  the  fcene  of 
cri)c|iies  exercifcd  by  the  feveral  parties  of  £ng- 
)ifh  aiic}  Iroquois,  French  and  Hurons,  whofe 
ravages  ei^tcnded  one  hundred  leagues  from 
bpnie,  fo/pp  aiJtiQps  .jvere  performed,  whicji 
fcemed 
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fcemed  to  render  human  nature  fupcrior  to  fuch  ■  ®  °  " 
fnormiEies. 

Some  French  and  Indians  having  joined  in  an 
expedition  that  required  a  long  march,  their  pro- 
viGons  began  to  fail.  The  Hurons  caught  plenty 
of  game,  and  always  offered  (bme  to  the  French, 
|vho  were  pot  fuch  ftilful  buntfmen.  The  laltep 
would  have  declined  accepting  this  generous  offexj 
ToU  Pare  xeitb  m  the  fatigues  of  ivar,  faid  the 
favages ;  it  is  hut  reafonable  that  we  fbouU  Jbart 
with  you  the  necejfaries  of  Hfe  j  we_fi}etfld  net  be  men 
ffws  aBed  etberwife  with  men,  If  Omilar  indances 
of  magnanimity  may  have  fometimes  occurred 
among  Europeans,  the  following  is  peculiar  ta 
(iivages. 

A  PAKTY  of  Iroquois  being  informed  that  a 
party  of  the  French  and  their  allies  were  advan- 
cing with  fuperior  forces,  they  fled  with  precipi- 
tation. They  were  headed  by  Onontague,  who 
was  a  hundred  years  old.  He  fcorned  to  fly  with 
the  reft,  and  chofe  rather  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy ;  though  he  had  nothing  to  expeA  but 
exquifite  torments.  What  a  fpedacle  to  fee  four 
hundred  barbarians  eager  in  tormenting  an  old 
Biani  who,  far  from  complaining,  treated  the 
French  with  the  utmoft  contempt,  and  upbraided 
^he  Hurons  with  having  ftooped  to  be  the  flaves 
f)f  thofe  vile  Europeans  !  One  of  his  tormentors, 
provoked  at  his  invc^ives,  ftabbed  him  in  three 
places,-  to  put  an  end  to  his  repeated  infuks. 
Tbeu  dofi  wrongs  faid  Onontague  calmly  to  him, 
to  Port  en  my  life;  thou  wouldji  have  bad  more  time 
fp  learn  to  die  like  a  man.  And  are  thcfc  the  men 
whom 
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■  ®  ^  *  whom  the  French  and  Englifli  have  been  confpir- 
\^m,^m.a  ing  to  extirpate  for  a  century  pad?  But,  perhaps 
chey  would  be  alhanied  to  live  among  fuch  modtli 
of.  heroifm  and  magnanimity. 

The  peace  of  Ryrwick  put  a  fudden  end  to  the 
calamities  of  Europe  and  the  hoftilities  in  An»- 
rica.  The  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois,  as  we)]  at 
the  French  and  Englifh,  were  fenfible  that  ikf 
required  a  long  continuance  of  peace,  to  repair 
the  lofles  they  had  fuAained  in  war.  The  it- 
diant  b^an  co  recover  themfetves!  the  Eure- 
peans  refumcd  their  labours ;  and  the  fur  trade, 
cfie  firft  that  could  be  entered  tn^o  with  a  naiiog 
of  huDcfrocnt  was  more  Brmly  e&abljfiied. 
Thefiffiiw  Before  the  difcovery  of  Canada,  the  forefti 
lioKof'thc'  with  which  it  was  over-run  were  little  more  tttan 
uT^^X  ^  citcnfiwe  haunt  of  wild  beads,  which  hii 
^enth  «B*  jjipltiplied-  prodigiouflyi  because  the  few  ma 
who  lived  in  thofe  deferts  having  no  Rocks  or 
'tame  animals,  leg  mere  room  and  more  food  (« 
(Cuch  as  were  wandering  and  free  like  thcmfelTe. 
ilf  the  nature  of  the  climate  did  not  afibrd  an  in- 
-finite  variety,  each  ^ecies  produced,  at  lead,  i 
multitude  of  individuals.  But  they  atlaflpaid 
tribute  to  the  fovereignty  of  man,  that  crud 
power  which  haxh  always  twen  exercifed  in  a  man- 
ner, fo  fatal  to  every  living  creature.  Having 
jieithcr  arts  nor  huibandry  to  employ  them,  th| 
iavages  fed  and  clothed  thcmfelves  endrdy  '"'^ 
the  wild  beafis  they  dcftroycd.  As  foon  as  luxU' 
ry  had  led  us  to  make  ufc  of  their  fltins,  the  na- 
tives waged  a  perpetual  war  againft  themj  nbici) 
'  was  the  more  aiftive,  as  it  procured  chem  plen^i 

and 
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and  a  variety  of  gratifications  which  they  were  ^  ^°  * 
unaccuftomcd  to;  and  the  more  delb'u£tive>  a?  t«-yi«y 
they  had  adopted  the  ulcof  our  fire-arms.  This 
fatal  induftry  ezercifed  in  the  woods  of  Canada 
ocaafioned  a  great  quantity  and  prodigious  variety 
of  furs  to  be  brought  into  the  ports  of  Eranccf 
fome  of  which  were  confumed  in  the  kingdom^ 
and  the  reft  difpofcd  of  in  the  neighbouring  couo-p 
tries,  Moft  of  thefe  furs  were  already  know'a  is 
Europe  i  they  came  from  the  northern  parts  of 
our  hcmifphere,  but  in  too  fmall  ^quantities  t» 
fupply  a  general  demand.  Caprice  and  npvrfqr 
have  made  them  moire  or  Icfs  in  fafhioQi  fince 
it  has  been  found  to  be  for  the  interest  of  jtht 
American  colonies  chat  they  jhould  be  valued  io 
the  mother-countries.  It  may  not  be  improper 
[o  give  fon\e  account  of  ijiofe  that  arc  Aill  ia 
requeft. 

The  otter  is  a  voracious  anim^,  which  runs  or 
fwims  4Uong  the  banks  or  the  lakes  of  rirers,  coni~ 
jnonly  lives  upon  fifli,  and  when  that  faikj  will 
feed  upon  grafs,  or  the  rind  of  aquatif;  pkflts* 
From  his  manner  and  place  of  living  he  hss  beeq  ' 

yanked  amongft  amphibious  animals«  who  can 
equally  live  in  the  air  and  under-watcrj  but  im* 
properly,  Gnce  the  ouer^  like  all  other  land  ani- 
mals, cannot  live  without  refpiration.  He  is  founti 
in  all  thofe  countries  wiiich  abound  in  waurj  aB4 
are  temperate,  but  is  nure  comtaon  and  muck 
larger  in  the  northern  parts  of  America.  His  liftir 
1$  no  where  63  black  or  fo  fines  a  circumftance-the 
piore  fatal  to  hiaii  as  it  f^pol^  him  more  to  the 
purfuits  of  man, 

T^« 
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Ths  pole-cat  is  in  equal  eftimation  amoog  the 
Canadian  huntfmen.  There  are  three  fpecies  of 
this  animal  j  ihe  flrft  is  the  common  pole-cat;  the 
fecond  is  called  the  mink  i  and  the  third,  the  ftink- 
itig  pole-cat,  becaufe  his  urine,  which  he  voids  in 
]]is  fright  when  he  is  parfued,  is  fo  offenfive>  that 
it  infe<As  the  air  at  a  great  diftance.  Their  hair 
is  darker,  more  glofly,  and  more  filk^  than  in 
Europe. 

Eteh  the  rat  In  North-America  is  valuable  for 
his  flcin.  There  are  two  forts  cfpccially  whofe 
flcin  is  an  article  of  trade.  The  one,  which  i^ 
called  the  Opofiiim,  is  twice  as  large  as  an  Euro- 
pean rat.  His  hair  is  commonly  of  a  Giver  grey  i 
fometim^s  of  a  clear  white.  X^e  female  has  a  bag 
under  her  belly,  which  fhe  can  open  and  Ihut  at 
pleafurc.  When  flic  is  purfiicd,  ftje  puts  her 
young  ones  into  this  bag,  and  runs  away  with 
them.  The  other,  which  is  called  the  mu(k-rat, 
becaufe  his  tefticles  contain  mufk,  has  alt  the  cha- 
raderiftic  qualities  of  the  bearer,  of  which  he  feems 
to  be  a  diminutive,  and  his  fkin  is  employed  for  the 
fame  purpofcs. 

The  ermine,  which  !s  about  the  fize  of  a 
fquirrel,  but  not  quite  fo  long,  has  the  fame 
lively  eyes,  keen  look^  and  his  motions  are  fo 
quick  that  the  eye  cannot  follow  them.  The 
tip  of  his  long  and  bulhy  tail  is  as  black  as  jet. 
His  hair,  which  is  yellow  as  gold  in  fummer, 
turns  as  white  as  fnow  in  winter.  This  lively 
and  light  animal  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  Caoa* 
da;  but,  chough  fmallcr  than  the  Sable,  isnotfo 
common. 
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The  martin  is  only  to  be  met  with  in  cold  *  xi?  ^ 
countries,  in  theccnter  of  the  forcfts,  far. frooi  all .  ^—y^. 
habiutionsj  Is  a  beaft  of  prey,  and  lives  upon 
birds.  Though.it  is  but  a  foot  and  a  halflqngi  It 
leaves  prints  on,  th^  fnow,  that  appear  to  be  thc: 
footftepsof  a  very  large  animali  becaufe  it  always 
jumps  along,  and  leaves  the  inarks  of  both  feet 
together.  It's  fur  i>  much  efteemed,  though  far  in- 
ferior to  that  fpecies  which  is  diftinguilhed  by  the 
name  of  (he  Sable.  This  is  of  a  (hining  black. 
The  fineft  among  them  are  thofe  whofe  Jkin  is 
the  moft  brown,  and  reaches  along  the  back 
quite  to  the  tip  of  the  tail.  The  martins  fcl- 
dom  quit  the  inmod  receflcs  of  their  impenetra- 
ble woods  more  than  once  in  two  or  three  years. 
The  natives  think  it  portends  a  good  winter;  that 
is,  a  great  quantity  of  fnow,  and  confequently 
good  fport.  ,         , 

The  animal  which  the  ancients  called  Lynx, 
know'n  in  Siberia  by  the  nameof  the  Ounce,  is 
only  called  the  wild-cat  in  Canada,  where  it  is 
fmaller  than  io  our  hcmifphere.  This  animal,  to 
whom  vulgar  error  would  not  have  attributed  very 
piercing  eyes,  if  he  were  not  endowed  with  the 
faculty  of  feeing,  hearing,  and  fmelling  at  a  dif- 
tance,  lives  upon  what  game  he  can  catch,  which 
he  purfues  to  the  very  tops  of  the  talleft  trees. 
His  flelh  is  know'n  to  be  very  white  and  well 
flavoured }  but  he  is  hunted  chiefly  for  the  fake 
of  his  ikin;  the  hair  of  which  is  very  long,  and 
of  a  fine  light  grey,  but  lefs  efteemed'than  thac 
of  the  fox. 
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»  *^  '  Tan  carnivorous  and  nrifcfaievons  animal  is  a 
i_  .'-  I*  native  of  the  frozen  climates,  where  nature  sffbrd- 
itig  ftw  TCgetaUes,  feems  to  compel  all  animals 
to  eat  one  another.  In  warater  diinatcs  he  has 
loft  much  of  his  original  beauty,  and  his  fur  is  not 
fa  fine.  In  die  north,  it  has  remained  long,  foft, 
and  fiiU,  fomerimes  vrhlUt  fometimes  bixMrn, 
and  often  red  or  fandjr.  The  fioeft  of  any  is  that 
^ich  is  black;  bat  this  is  more  fcarce  in  Canada 
tlian  in  Mufcovy,  which  lies  fiirdier  nortb,  and 
h  not  ft)  damp. 

BtsiDB  thefc  fmalicr  furs.  North- America  fup- 
plies  us  with  fkins  of  the  flag,  tTic  deefj  atid  the 
roe-bucki  of  the  moozc-deer,  called  there  Cari- 
bou; and  of  the  elk,  which  is  Cidled  Orignd. 
Thefe  two  laft  kinds,  which  in  our  hemisphere 
ar6  00I7  found  towards  the  polar  circle,  tiie  elk 
on  this  fide,  and  the  moozc-deer  beyond,  are  t« 
be  met  with  in  America  in  more  foutherA  lati- 
tudes. This  maj*  be  owen  to  the  Cold  being  mote 
tnteafe  in  America,  from  lingular  caufes  which 
make  an  exception  to  the  general  lawtff  natnrej 
or  it  may  poffibly  arifi:  from  thefe  frefli  lands  being 
Icfs  frequented  by  deftroftivt  man.  Thdr  ftrong, 
jbft,  and  warm  flcins  make  exedlent  garmems, 
which  arc  very  light.  All  theft  antmah  ait  4n«it- 
ed  by  the  Europeans ;  but  the  favages  have  re- 
ferved  the  chace  of  the  bear  to  themfetres,  it  be* 
ing  their  favourite  fport,  and  beft  adapted  to  tfieif 
warlike  manners,  their  ftrength  and  their  bravery, 
and  efpecially  to  their  wants. 

Ih  a  cold  and  fevere  climate,  the  bear  is  mdft 

compoonly  black.    As  he  is  rather  ihy  than  fierce, 

inftcad 
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Infttta^  of  a  eavtrn,  he  chufes  for  his  lurking-  ^'jty.  "^ 


place  tNe;  hollow  rotten  trunk  of  an  old  tree. 
There  hi^Hkcs  hlnifelf  in  winter^  as  high-as  he  can 
climb.  As  he  is  very  fat  at  the  end  of  autumn, 
very  much  covered  with  hair,  take*  no  exercifc, 
aftd  is  ilmoft  Always  aflcep,  hft  muft  Ibfe  bat  little' 
by  perfpiration,  and  confequently  muft  IHdom 
want  to  go  abroad  in  queft  of  food.  But  he  i» 
forced  oat  of  his  retreat  by  it's  being  fct  fife  to  j 
and  as  foon  as  he  attempts  to  come  down,  he  f^Hs 
und^r  a  ftiower  of  arrows  before  he  can  reach  the  . 
ground.  Thfe  Indians  feed  upon  his  flelh>  rub 
thtmfelves  with  his  greafe,  and  clothe  themfelvei 
with  hisfkin.  Such  was  the  defigii  oft^eirpaN 
fuh  afiter  the  btar,  when  a  new  intereft  dircAed 
them  toward*  the  beaver* 

TbVs  animal  pofltfles  all  thfefriendly  (ftljpbfi.'  Rpw  «f 
tibns  fit  for  fodicty,  without  being  fubjeift,  as  we  Thtirdll^ 
are,  to  the  vices  or  misfortunes  attendant  upon  ft.  ^if^ 
Formed  by  nature  for  focial  life,  he  is  endowed 
with  an  inftinft  adapted  to  the  prefervatioR  and~ 
propagation  of  his  fpecies.  This  animal,  whofe 
tender  plaihiive  accents,  and  whofe  ftriking  ex- 
ample, drawteafs  of  admiration  and  pity  from  the 
humane  philofopher,  who  contemplates  his  life 
and  manners  i  this  haftntefs  animal,  who  nevtt 
hurts  any  living  creature^  neither  carnivorous  nor 
fanguinary,  is  become  the  objcft  of  man's  m(A 
earneft  purfuit,  and  the  one  which  the  faraget 
hunt  after  with  the  greatcft  eagemefsand  cruelty: 
acircumftance  owento  the  unmerciful  rapacJouf- 
nefs  of  the  moll  polilhed  nations  of  Europe. 

The 
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Tm  beaver  is  aboot  three  or  four  ftet  loog^ 
'  but  his  weight  amounts  to  forty  or  Gzty  pounds* 
which  is  the  confcqueoce  of  the  largcnds  o£  his 
mufcles.  His  head,  which  be  carries  dqwawardsf 
is  like  that  of  a  rat,  and  bis  back  raifed  in  an  arch 
above  it  like  that  of  a  moufe.  Lncretiiis  has 
obferved,  ooc  that  man  has  hands  given  him  to 
inake  ufe  of  them,  but  that  be  had  haods  given 
him,  and  has  made  ufe  of  them.  Thus  the  bea- 
rer has  webs  at  his  binder  feet*  and  he  fwims  with 
diem.  The  toes  of  his  fore-feet  are  feparatc>  and 
anfwer  the  purpole  of  hands  i  the  tail,  which  is 
flat,  oval,  and  covered  with  fcalesj  he  ufes  to 
carry  loads  and  to  work  with  j  he  has  four  fliarp 
incifors  or  cutting  teeth,  which  fcrve  him  infiead 
of  carpenter's  tools.  All  tbefe  inftniments,  which 
are  in  a  manno'  ufeleis  while  he  lives  alone,  and 
do  not  then  diftlngutlh  him  from  other  animals, 
are  of  infinite  fervice  when  he  lives  in  fociety, 
and  eo^le  him  to  difplay  a  degree  of  iogeouity 
fuperior  to  all  inftind. 

Without  padions,  without  a  deGre  of  doing 
ijijury  to  any,  and  without  craft,  when  he  does  not 
live  in  fociety,  he  fcarcely  ventures  to  defend 
himfelf.  He  never  bites  unlefa  he  be  caught. 
But  in  the  focial  ftate,  in  lieu  of  weapons,  he  has  a 
variety  of  contrivances  to  fecure  himfelf  without 
fighting,  and  to  live  without  committing  or  fuffer- 
ing  any  injury.  This  peaceable  and  even  tame 
animal  is  ncverthelcfs  independent ;  he  is  a  flave 
to  none,  bccaufe  all  his  wants  are  fupplied  by  faiai- 
felf:  he  enters  into  fociety,  but  will  not  ferve, 
1  jior 
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rior  does  he  pretend  to  command :  and  all  his  la*  ' 
hours  are  direAed  by  a  filent  inftind.  t 

It  is  this  Common  want  of  fubfiftencc  and  pro- 
pagation chat  calls  the  beavers  home,  and  collets 
them  together  ih  fiimmcr  to  build  their  towns 
agaihft  winter;  As  early  as  June  or  July,  they 
come  in  from  all  quarters,  and  affemblei  to  the 
number  of  two  or  three  hundred}  but  always  by 
the  water-fide,  becaufe  thefe  republicans  are  to 
live  on  the  water,  to  fecure  themfclvesfrom  inva-* 
fion.  Sometimes  they  give  the  preference  to  ftill 
lakes,  in  unfre(}iiented  diftri£ts,  becaufe  there  the 
waters  are  always  at  an  equal  height.  When 
they  find  no  pools  of  ftanding  water,  they  makti 
one  in  the  midft  of  rivei^  or  ftreamsi  by  means 
of  a  caufeway  or  dam.  The  very  plan  of  this 
contrivance  implies  fuch  a  complication  of  ideas, 
as  our  fhort-fighted  reafon  would  be  apt  to  think 
above  any  capacity  but  that  of  an  intelligene 
being.  The  firft  thing  to  be  ere£i;ed  is  a  pile  a' 
hundred  feet  long,  and  twelve  feet  thick  at  the 
bafis,  which  fticlves  away  to  two  or  three  feet  in 
a  flopc  anfwerabie  to  the  depth  of  the  waters* 
To  fave  work,  or  to  facilitate  their  labour,  they 
chufe  the  flialloweft:  part  of  the  river.  If  they 
find  a  large  tree  by  the  water-fide^  they  fell  it,  fo 
that  it  falls'  acrofs  the  Aream.  If  it  Ihould  be 
larger  in  circumference  than  a  man's  body,  they 
faw  it  throughj  or  rather  gnaw  the  foot  with  their 
four  Iharp  teeth.  The  branches  are  foon  lopped 
off  by  thefe  induftrious  workmen,  who  want  to 
faOiion  it  into  a  beam.  A  number  of  fi^albr 
trees  are  felled  and  prepared  for  the  intended  pile. 

Vol.  VI.  K  k  Some 
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■  °^  *  Some  drag  thefc  trees  to  the  river-fide,  others 
»■■  v't-*  fwim  over  with  them  to  the  place  where  the  caufe- 
way  is  to  be  raifcd.  But  the  queftioa  is,  how 
Cfaefe  animals  are  to  fiok  them  io  the  water 
with  the  alEllance  only  of  their  teeth,  tail,  and 
feet :  their  contrivance  is  this.  With  their  nails 
they  dig  a  hole'  in  the  ground,  or  at  the  bottom 
cf  the  water.  With  their  teeth  they  reft  the  large 
end  of  the  (lake  againft  the  bank  of  the  river,  or 
againft  the  great  beam  that  lies  acrofs.  With 
their  feet  they  raife  the  Hake  and  fink  it  with  the 
fliarp  end  downwards  into  the  hole,  where  le 
ftaods  upright.  With  their  tails  they  make  mor- 
tar, with  which  they  fill  up  all  the  vacancies  be- 
tween the  lUkes,  which  are  bound  together  with 
twifted  boughs ;  and  thus  the  pile  is  conftru&ed. 
The  flope  of  the  dam  is  oppofite  to  the  current, 
to  break  more  efi^eAually  the  force  of  the  water 
by  a  gradual  rcfiftance,  and  the  (lakes  are  driven 
in  obliquely,  in  proportion  to  the  inclination  of 
the  plane.  The  (takes  are  planted  perpendicu- 
larly on  the  (ide  where  the  water  is  to  fall ;  and, 
in  order  to  open  a  drain  which  may  IcfTen  the 
eSc&  of  the  Dope  and  weight  of  the  caufeway, 
they  make  two  or  three  openings  at  the  top  <^it, 
by  which  part  of  the  waters  of  the  river  may  run 
•  off. 

>  When  this  work  is  finiflhed  by  the  whole  bo^ 
of  the  republic,  every  member  confiders  of  a 
lodging  for  himfelf.  Each  company  builds  a  hut 
in  the  water  upon  the  pile.  Thele  huts  are  from 
four  to  ten  feet  in  diameter,  upon  art  oval  or 
round  fpot.  Some  arc  two  or  three  Aories  high, 
According 


iiizedbv  Google 


IK  THE  EAST  ANp  WEST  INDIBSi;      ■.  4^ 

according  to  the  number  of  families  pr  houfeholds.  ?  °^  "5 

Each  hut  contains  atleaft  two  or  three,  and  Tome  u-v-^ 

ten  or  fifteen.    The  walls,  whether  high  or  low, 

are  about  two  feet  thick,  and  are  all  arched  at  the 

top,  .and  perfe<5tly  neat  and  folid  both  within  and 

without.     They  arc  varnifticd   with   a  kind  of 

ttuccoj  impenetrable  by  the  water  and  by  the  ex-» 

ternal  air.  Every  apartment  has  two  openings,  one 

on  the  land  fide,  to  enable  the  beavers  to  go  out 

and  fetch  proviHons;   the  other  on  the  fide  next 

the  Rream,  to  facilitate  their  efcape,  at  the  ap-> 

proach  of  the  enemy  -,  that  is,  of  man,  the  de- 

firoyer  of  cities  and  commonwealths.    The  win'^ 

dow  of  the  houfe  opens  to  the  water.     There 

they  take  the  frefli  air  in  the  day-time,  plunged 

into  the  river  up  to  thejr  middle.    In  winter  it 

ferves  to  fence  them  againft  the  ice,  which  col* 

lei5ts  to  the  thicknefs  of  two  or  three  feet.    The 

lhelf>  intended  to  prevent  the  ice  from  ftopping 

up  this  window,  refts  upon  two  flakes  that  Hope 

fo  as  to  carry  off  the  water  from  the  hoiife,  ,an4 

leave  an  outlet  to  efcape,  or  to  go  and  fwim  lundei" 

the  ice.    The  infide  of  the  houfe  has  no  othcf  ' 

furniture  than  a  flooring  of  grafs,  covered  with  the 

boughs  of  the  fir-tree.    No  filth  of  any  kind  is 

ever  feeo  in  thefe  apartipents. 

The  materials  for  thefe  buildings  are  always  to 
be  found  in  their  neighbourhood.  Tiiefe  ar^ 
alders,  poplars,  and  other  trees,  delighting  ia 
Watery  places,  as  thefe  republicans  do  who  buil^ 
their  apartments  of  them.  Thefe  citizens  havp 
the  fatisfaftion,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  faOiioa 
the  woodi  to  nouriOi  tKemfelvea  with  it.  Like 
Kk  2  'certain 
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*  XV*  ^  certain  favages  of  the  frozen  ocean,  they  eat  the 

^11    »  -'    bark.     The  favagesj  indeed,  do  not  like  it  tlU  it 

is  dried,  pounded,  and  properly  dreiTcd ;  whereas 

the  beavers  chew  it,  and  fuck  it  when  it  is  quite 

green. 

Provisiows  of  bark  and  tender  twigs  are  laid 
up  in  feparatc  ftore-houfes,  for  every  hut,  pro- 
portionable to  the  number  of  it's  inhabitants. 
Every  beaver  knows  his  own  ftorc-houfe,  and  not 
one  of  them  Heals  from  that  of  his  neighbour. 
Each  party  live  in  their  own  habitation,  and  arc 
contented  with  it,  though  jealous  of  the  property 
they  have  acquired  in  it  by  their  labour.  The 
provifions  of  the  community  are  collected  and 
expended  without  any  conteft.  They  arc  fatis- 
fied  with  that  fimple  food  which  their  labour 
prepares  for  them.  The  only  paffion  they  have,  is 
'  that  of  conjugal  affection,  the  bads  and  end  of 
which  is  the  increafe  of  their  fpecies. 
'  Two  of  thefe  animals,  matched  together  and 
united  by  inclination  and  reciprocal  choice,  after 
being  acquainted  with  each  other  by  being  mu- 
tually employed  in  the  public  labours  during 
the  fummcr  months,  agree  to  pafs  the  winter  to- 
gether. They  prepare  for  this  by '  the  ftock  of 
provifions  they  Jay  up  in  September.  The  happy 
couple  retire  into  their  hut  in  the  autumnal  fea- 
fpn,  which  is  not  lefs  favourable  to  love  than  the 
fpring.  If  the  feafon  of  flowers  invite  the  birds 
of  the  (ky  to  propagate  in  the  woods,  the  feafon 
(rf"  fruits,  perh^,  excites  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  as  powerfully  to  the  reprodufHon  of 
^  their  (pecics.    The  winter  at  leaft  gives  leifure 

for 
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for  amorous  purfuits,  and  in  ihb  circumftance  '  ^^  * 
compenfates  the  advantages  of  other  feafons*  t-^-y— < 
The  couple  then  never  quit  each  oihcr.  Their 
whole  time  is  confecraccd  to  love;  from  which 
neither  labour  nor  any  other  objcft  can  divert 
them.  The  females  conceive,  and  bear  the  en-j 
dearing  pledges  of  this  univerfal  paflion  of  nature. 
If  fome  funlbiny  day  Ihould  chance  to  enliven 
this  nietancholy  feafon,  the  happy  couple  go 
out  of  their  hut,  to  walk  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake  or  the  river,  there  to  eat  fome  freih 
bark,  and  to  breathe  the  falptary  exhalations  of 
the  earth.  Towards  the  end  of  winter,  however, 
the  mothers  bring  forth  their  young  ones,  which 
have  been  conceived  in  autumn  j  and  while  the 
father  ranges  all  the  woods,  allured  by  the  fweets 
of  the  fpring,  leaving  to  his  little  family  the  room 
he  took  up  in  his  narrow  cell,  the  mother  fuckles 
and  nurfes  them,  to  the  number  of  two  or  three  j 
then  Ihe  takes  them  out  along  with  her  in  her  ex- 
curlions,  in  fearch  of  Cray  and  other  Blh,  and 
green  bark,  to  recruit  her  own  (Irength,  and  to 
feed  them,  till  the  feafon  of  labour  returns. 

fnus  doth  this  republic  live  in  focietics,  which 
might  diftantiy  be  compared  to  a  large  Carthu- 
fian  convent.  But  they  have  only  the  appearance 
of  it;  and  if  happinefs  may  be  faid  to  dwell  in 
thffe  tjW9  forts  of  fommunities,  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowleged  (hilt  ic  i^  by  very  oppofite  means; 
fince  in  the  former,  happinefs  coi^fifts  in  follow- 
ing nature}  while  in  the  latter,  it  confifts  ia 
thwarting  and  deftroying  her.  But  man,  in  his 
fQlly,  thinks  he  has  found  out  the  path  of  wif? 
I^  k  3  dotn, 
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■  o^  fc  dom.  A  number  of  perfons  live  together  in  t 
^— yl— t  kind  of  fociety,  which  precludes  for  ever  all  in- 
rercourfe  between  the  two  fexes.  The  men  and 
the  Women  are  placed  in  diftinft  cells,  where* 
to  make  them  happy>  noihiog  more  would  be  re- 
quired, than  that  they  Ihould  live  together.  There 
they  cohfume  their  be(t  days,  in  ftiBing,  or  in 
execrating  the  propenfity  that  attracts  them  to 
each  other,  even  through  the  prifons  and  grates 
of  iron,  which  have  been  raifed  to  prevent  them 
from  indulging  every  tender  and  innocent  emo- 
tion of  the  heart.  Can  any  thing  be  more  in* 
jurious,  as  well  as  inhuman,  than  thefe  gloomy 
and  ferocious  inllitutions,  which  deprive  man  of 
his  nature,  and  render  htm  ftupid  and  lilly,  under 
pretence  of  making  him  fimilar  to  angels  ?  ^God 
of  Nature  T  It  is  at  thy  tribunal  that  we  muft 
appeal,  againft  all  thofe  laws',  which  injure  the 
moft  beautiful  among  thy  works>  by  condemning 
theiVi  to  a  ftate  of  fterility,  contrary  to  thine  own 
Inftitutions !  For  art  thou  not  a  truly  plaftic  and 
fruitful  Being  I  thou  who  hath  created  man  from 
nothing,  and  taken  him  out  of  chaos ;  thou,  who 
doth  continually  caufe  life  to  be  renewed  even 
from  death  itfelf  ?  Who  is  it  that  bcftfings  forth  thy 
praifes,  the  folitary  being  who  difturbs  the  filence 
of  the  night  to  celebrate  thee  among  the  tombs, 
or  the  happy  people,  who  glorify  thee,  in  per- 
petuating the  wonders  of  thy  works  f 

Such  is  the  fyftcm  of  the  republican,  ii^duftri- 
ous,  intelligent  beaver,  Ikillcd  in  architeiture, 
provident  and  fyftematical  in  it's  plans  of  police 
and  fociety,  whofegcnric  and  inftruftivc  manners 

we 
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we  have  been  dcfcribing.  Happy,  if  his  coat  did  •  ^  °  * 
not  tempt  mercilefs  and  favage  man  to dellroy  his  \...«^'^ 
buildings  and  his  race.  It  has  frequently  hap- 
pcnedj  when  the  Americans  have  demolilhed  the 
iettlements  of  the  beavers>  that  tbofe  indefati- 
gable animals  have  had  the  refolution  to  rebuild 
them  in  the  very  fame  fituation  for  feveraJ  fum- 
mers  fucce0i?ely.  The  winter  is  the  time  for 
attacking  them.  ExpO'iaice  then  warns  them  of 
their  danger.  At  the  approach  of  the  humfinen, 
one  of  them  ftrikes  a  hard  ftroke  with  his  tail 
upon  the  water  I  this  lignal  fpreads  a  general 
alarm  throughout  all  the  hues  of  the  common- 
wealth,  and  every  one  tries  to  fave  himfelf  under 
the  ice.  BtK  it  is  very  difficult  to  efcape  all  the 
fnares  that  are  laid  for  this  harmlefs  tribe. 

Sometimes  the  huntfmen  lie  in  wait  for  tfacmi 
but  as  thefe  animals  fee  and  .hear  at  a  great  dif- 
tance,  it  feldom  happens  that  they  are  Ihot  by  the  , 
water-fidc>  and  they  never  venture  fo  far  upon 
land  as  to  be  caught  by  fiirprife.  If  the  beaver 
be  wounded  before  he  takes  to  the  water,  he  has 
always  time  enough  to  plunge  in  i  and,  .if  he  dies 
afterwards^  he  is  loft,  becaufe  he  links,  and  never 
rifes  again. 

A  MORE  certain  way  of  catching  beavers  is,  by 
laying  traps  in  the  woods,  where  they  eat  the  ten- 
der bark  of  young  trees.  Thefe  traps  are  baited 
with  frefh  flips  of  wood,  and  as  foon  as  the  beavers 
couch  them,  a  great  weight  falls  and  crulhes  their 
loins.  The  man,  who  is  concealed  near  the  place, 
haftens  to  it,  feizes  the  animal,  and  having,  killed 
it,  cawiw  it  off. 

K  k  4  Thbri 
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There  are  other  mechods  more  conimonly  and 
fuccefsfuUy  praftil'ed.  The  huts  are  fometima 
attacked,  in  order  to  drive  out  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  watched  at  the  edges  of  the  holes  that 
have  been  bored  in  the  ice,  where  they  canooc 
avoid  coming  to  take  in '  frelh  air.  The  tnftant 
they  i^ipear,  they  lire  killed.  At  other  timesj  the 
ao)rm)>  driven  out  of  his  retreat^  is  entangled  in 
the  netSj  fpread  for  fome-coifes  round  his  hut,  the 
ice  bciog  broken  for  that  purpofe.  .If  the  whole 
colony  is  to  be  taken  at  once,  inftead  of  breaking 
down  the  fluices  to  drown  ^  the  inhabitants,  a 
fcheme  that  might>  perhaps,  be  tried  with  efitd 
in  Holland,  the  caufeway  is  opened,  in  order  to 
drain  off  the  water  from  the  pool  where  the  beaven 
live.  When  they  are  thus  left  dry,  defencelefs, 
and  unable  to  cfeape,  they  may  be  caught  at  plea- 
fure,  and  dcflroyed  at  any  time;  but  care  is  al- 
ways"  taken  to  leave  a  fufficient  number  of  males 
and  females  to  prefcrve  the  breed ;  an  a&.  of  ge- 
nerofity^  which  in  reality  proceeds  only  from 
avarice.  The  cruel  forefight  of  man  only  fpares 
a  few,  in  order  to  have  the  more  to  deftroy.  The 
beaver,  whofe  plaintive  cry  fcem$  to  implore  his 
clemency  and  pity,  finds  in  the  favage,  rendered 
cruel  by  the  Europeans,  only  an  implacable 
enemy,  whofe  cnterprifps  are  undertaken,  not  fo 
much  to  fupply  his  own.  wants,  as  ttTfurnifli  fu- 
perfluilies  CO  another  world. 

If  we  compare  the  manners,  the  police,  and  the 
induftryoCthe  beavers,  with  the  wandering  lifeof 
-the  favages  of  Carfadaj    we  Ihall  be  inclined  to 

admit,  making  allowance  for  the  fuperiority  of 
man') 
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man's  facultie.»  above  ihofe  q£  animali,  th^t  thp  B  o  o  f( 
beaver  was  much  further  »iyl^kced  in  the  artA  of  l^,,^'  „^_f 
Social  life,  thfn  his  purfucr,  when  the.£in«|)eaos 
firfl  brought  their  jtalents  and  impro?cn)ents  to 
liiforth- America. 

Tan  beayer*  an  older  inhabitant  of  that  worl4 
than  man,  and  the  quiet  pofleflbr  of  regions  fo 
yreU  adapted  to  his  fpecies,  had  employed  that 
tranquility  he  had  pnjoyed  for  many  agesj  in  the 
imptovemcnt.of  his  faculties.  In  our  hetnifpherej 
■nan  has  feized  upon  the  mod  wholefome  and 
fertile  regtops,  and  has  driven  out  or  fubdued  all 
other  animals.  If  the  bee  and  the  apt  have  pre? 
fcrved  their  laws  and  government  from  the  jea- 
lous and  deHrudive  dominion  of  tyrant  man^  iC 
)tas  been  owen  to  the  fmallnefs  of  their  l^ze.  It 
.  }^  thus  we  fee  fome  republics  in  Europe,  without 
fplendour  or  Itrength,  maintain  themfelves  bjr 
their  very  weaknefs,  in  the  midft  (^vaft  monar- 
chies, which  mull  fooner  or  later  fw^tlow  them 
up.  But  the  focial  quadrupeds,  banifhed  into 
uninhabited  climates,  uij&t  for  their  increafe, 
have  been  unconnected  in  all  places,  incapable 
of  uniting  into  a  community,  or  of  improving 
their  natural  fagacityi  while  man,  who  has  re- 
duced them  to  that  precarious  ftate,  exults  in 
their  degradation,  and  fets  a  high  value  on  that 
fuperior  nature  and  thofe  rational  powers,  which 
conllitute  a  perpetual  diflinftion  between  .his 
fpecies  aiid  all  others. 

Brutes,  v^e  are  told,  bring  nothing  to  perfec- 
tion :  their  operations,  therefore,  can  only  be  mc- 
phanical,  and  do  not  imply  any  principle  fimilar 
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BOOK  (0  tfiat  which  s6titatea  man.  Without  examiftlng 
t.  -^-.M*  in  'what  perfedion  conlifts  i  whether  the  mcft 
civilized  being  be  in  reality  the  mod  pcrfcA; 
whether  he  does  not  lofc  in  the  property  of  his 
perfon  what  he  acquires  in  the  property  of 
things  i  or> '  whether  what  is  added  to  his  enjoy- 
ments is  not  fo  much  fubtrafted  from  his  dura- 
tion :  it  muft  be  acknowleged,  that  the  beaver^ 
which  in  Europe  is  a  wandering,  folitaty,  timo- 
rous and  ftupid  animal^  was  in  Canada  acquaint- 
ed with  civil  and  donneftic  government  i  knew 
how  to  diflinguilh  the  proper  feafons  for  labour 
and  reft>  was  acquainted  with  fomc  rules  of  archi- 
te^ure^  and  with  the  curious  and  learned  art  (/ 
conllrufting  dikes  i  yet  he  had  attained  to  this 
degree  of  improvement  with  feeble  and  impcrfeft 
tools.  He  can  hardly  fee  the  work  he  performs 
with  his  tail.  His  teeth,  which  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofes  (^a  variety  of  tools,  are  circular,  and  con- 
fined by  the  lifis.  Man,  on  the  contrary,  with 
hands  Bt  for  every  purpofe,  hath  in  this  lingle  or- 
gan of  the  touch  all  the  combined  powers  (^ 
ftrength  and  dexterity.  Is  it  not  to  this  advantage 
of  organization  that  he  owes  the  fuperiority  of 
his  fpecies  above  alt  others  ?  It  is  not  becaufe 
his  eyes  are  turhed  toward  heaven,  as  thofe  of  all 
birds  are,  that  he  is  the  lord  of  the  creation  j  it 
is  becaufe  he  is  provided  with  hands,  capable  of 
every  exertion,  and  of  adapting  themfelves  to 
every  fpecies  of  indoftry  :  hands,  ever  ready  to 
ftrike  terror  into  his  enemies,  to  defend  or  to 
affiH  him.  His  hand  is  his  fceptre,  that  arm 
which  he  lifts  up  to  heaven,  to  find  out,  as  it 
were. 
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■were,  his  origin;  he,  at  the  fame  lime,  marks  ^  *>o  "^ 
his  dominion  with  it  over  the  earth,  by  deftroy-  X--^^-- j 
ing  and  ravaging  the  face  of  the  globe.  The 
fureft  fign  of  the  population  of  mankind  is  the 
depopulation  of  other  fpecies.  That  of  the  bea- 
vers gradually  decreafes  and  difappears  in  Cana- 
da, fmce  the  Europeans  have  b^en  in  quell  of 
their  flcins. 

Their  fkinS  vary  with  the  climatCj  both  in  co- 
lour and  quality.  In  the  fame  diftrid:,  however, 
"*hcrB  tht  colorlics  of  civilized  beavers  arc  found, 
thert  arc  fome  that  are  wild  and  folitary,  Thefc 
animals,  who  are  faid  to  be  expelled  the  focietjr 
Ibr  their  ill  behaviour,  live  in  a  fubterraneous  re- 
treat, and  have  neither  lodging  nor  ftorehoufe. 
They  are  called  earth  beavers.  Their  coat  is 
dirty,  and  the  hair  on  their  backs  is  wor'n  off  by 
rubbing  againft  the  cave  which  they  dig  for  their 
habitation.  The  hole  they  make,  an'd  which  com- 
iiionly  opens  into  fome  pond  or  ditch  full  of  wa- 
ter, fomfetimes  extends  above  a  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  rifcs  gradually  in  a  flope,  to  facilitate 
their  efcape  from  inundations  when  the  waters 
■fwell.  Some  of  thefe  beavers  arc  fo  wild  as  to 
difclaimall  communication  with  their  natural 
element,  and  live  entirely  on  land.  In  this 
they  relcmble  obr  otters  in  Europe.  Thefe  wild 
beavers  have  not  fuch  fleek  hair  as  thofe  that 
live  in  focieties  j  their  furs  are  anfwcrablc  to  their 
nianners. 

Beavers  are  found  in  America  from  the  thir- 
tieth to    the  fixticth  degree  of  north  latitude. 
There  are  but  few  towards  the  fouch  i  but  they 
tncrcafe 
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P  XV*  "   increafc  in  number,  and  grow  darker,  as  we  ad- 
V—y— ^  vance  towards  the  north.     In  the  country  of  the 
Hlinois,    they   are  yellow  and   ftraw-colourcdi 
higher  up  in  the  country,  they  are  of  a  light  chef- 
mti  to  the  north  of  Canada,  of  a  dark  cbefnuti 
and  fome  are  found  that  are  quite   black,  and 
jhefe  are  reckoned  the  fineft.    Yet,  in  this  di- 
mate,  the  CQldefl  that  is  inhabited  by  this  rpeciei, 
fome  among  the  black  tribes  are   quite  whiter 
others  white,  fpecklcd  with  grey,  and  fbrnetimcs 
with  fandy  fpots  on  the  rumpj  fo  much  does  na- 
ture delighjF  in  fliewing  the  gradadons  of  warmth 
^nd  cold,  and  their  Various  influences,'  not  only 
<jn' the  figure,  but  on  the  very  covering  of  ani- 
.    rpal^,    ■J'he  value  that  is  fct  upon  them,  depends 
upon  the  cqlour  of  their  Ikins.     Some  of  thets 
arc  fo  little  in  efteem,   th^t  it  is  pot    thought 
worth  while  to  kill  them ;  but  theff:  are  not  com- 
monly found.  ' 
'■  ""^  .        The  fur  trade  was  the  firft  which  the  Huropcari 
i*  «ii*t       carried  on  in  Canada,   it  was  begun  by  the  Frencli 
hr'^d^.      colony  at  Tadoufac,  a  port  fituaicd  thirty  leagues 
h^u!*      below  Quebec.  About  the  year  1640,  the  ^>wnof 
Lcs  Trois  kivieres,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-&rt 
leagues  above  the  capital,  became  a  fecond  mart. 
In  procefs  of  time  all  the  fur  trade  centered  in 
Montreal.    The  fkins  yrere  brought  thither  oa 
canoes  made  of  the  barkof  trees,  in  the  month  of 
June.     The  number  of  Indiaqs  who  rcforted  to 
that  place  increafed,  as  the  fame  of  the  Frenck 
fpread  further.    The  account  of  (he  reception 
they  had  met  with,  the  fight  of  the  things  they 
had  received  in  exchange  for  (beir  goods,  ai|  coq- 
tribiitctj 


ilizedbv  Google 


'      IN  THE  EAST  ANt)  ^A-EST  iNOlfig. 

tfibuted  to  increafe  this  traffic.    Whenever  thc^  ' 
returned  with  a  frefh  fupply  of  furs,  they  always   ■ 
brought  a  new  nation  along  with  them.     Thus  4 
kind  of  fair  was  opened,  to  which  the  feveral 
tribes  of  that  vaft  continent  reforted. 

The  Englilh  grew  jealous  of  this  branch  of 
wealth}  and  the  colony  they  had  founded  at  New 
York,  foon  found  means  to  divert  the  ftream  of 
this  great  circulation.  As  foon  as  they  had  fe- 
ciired  a  fubfiftence,  by  beftowing  their  firft  at- 
tention upon  agriculture,  they  began  to  think  of 
jhc  fur  trade,  which  was  at  firft  confined  to  the 
country  of  the  Iroquois.  The  five  nations  of  that 
name  would  not  fuffer  their  lands  .to  be  traverfed, 
in  order  to  give  an  opportunity  of  treating  with 
other  favage  nattons,  who  were  at  conftant  enmity 
with  them  {  nor  would  they  allow  thofc  nations 
to  come  upon  their  territories,  to  fliarc  in  compe- 
tition with  them  the  profits  of  the  trade  tliey  had 
opened  with  the  Europeans.  But  time  having 
extingui(hed>  or  rather  fufpendedj  the  national 
hoftilities  between  the  Indians,  the  Englifh  fpread 
themfelves  over  the  country,  and  the  favages 
flocked  to  them  from  ail  quarters.  This  nation 
had  infinite  advantages  to  give  them  the  pre- 
ference to  their  rivals  the  French.  Their  voyages 
were  carried  on  with  greater  facility,  and  confe- 
quently  they  could  afford  to  underfell  them. 
They  were  the  only  manufafturers  of  the  coarfe 
cloths  that  were  moft  fuitable  to  the  favages. 
The  beaver  trade  was- free  among  them  j  where- 
as, among  the  French,  it  was,  and  ever  has  been, 
fubjeft  to  the  tyranny  of  monopolyi  It  was  by 
I  this 
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this  freedom*  and  thcfe  privilegeSi  that  chey  en- 
groJTed  moft  of  the  trade  that  rendered  Monttd 
fo  famous. 

At  this  time  the  French  in  Canada  indulged 
themfclvcs  more  freely  in  a  cuftom,  which  at  firii 
had  been  confined  within  narrow  bounds.  Tbeir 
inclination  forfrcqucncing  the  woods,  which  was 
that  of  the  firft  colojiifts,  had  been  wifely  reftrained 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  belonging  to  tht 
colony.  Pcrn:iiflion  was,  however,  granted  even 
year  to  twenty-five  perfons  to  go  beyond  thdc 
limits,  in  order  to  trade  with  the  Indians.  Tin 
fuperiority  which  New- York  was  acquiring,  was 
the  caufc  of  incrcafing  the  number  of  thefe  pcr- 
miflions.  They  were  a  kind  of  patents,  which 
the  patentees  might  make  ufc  of  either  in  perfoa 
or  by  proxy,  and  continued  a  year  or  more.  Tht 
prpduce  of  the  fale  of  thefe  patents  was  alligned, 
by  the  governor  qf  the  colony,  to  the  officers,  ot 
their  widows  and  children,  to  hofpitals  and  mif- 
fionarics,  to  fuch  as  had  diftingui(hed  themfelvn 
by  fome  great  aftion,  or  fome  ufeful  under- 
taking i  and  fometimes  even  to  the  creatures  of 
the  governor,  who  fold  the  patents  himfelf.  The 
money  he  did  not  give  away,  or  did  not  chufe 
to  keep,  was  put  into  the  public  cofitrs  j  but  he 
was  not  accountable  to  any  one  for  the  manage- 
ment of  it. 

This  cuftom  was  attended  with  fatal  confe- 
quences.  Many  of  thefe  traders  fettled  among  the 
Indians,  to  defraud  their  partners,  whofe  goods 
they  had  difpofed  of.  A  greater  number  fettled 
among  the  Englifti,  where  the  profits  were  greater. 
4  The 
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The  immei>re  lakes,  frequently  agitated  with  vio-  ■  ^v*  " 
knt  ftorms  j  the  cafcadcs,  which  render  navigation  ■_  J  j 
fo  dangerous  up  the  broat^eA  rivers  in  the  whole 
world  I  the  weight  of  the  canocs>  the  provilions, 
and  the  bales  of  goods,  which  they  were  forced  to 
carry  upon  their  Ihoulders  at  the  carrying  places, 
where  the  rapidity  or  Ihallownefs  of  the  water 
obliged  them  to  quit  the  rivers,  and  purfuc  their 
journey  by  land,  proved  the  deftru£lion  of  feveral 
perfons.  Some  perilhed  in  the  fnoW  and  on  the 
ice,  by  hunger,  or  by  the  fword  of  the  enemy. 
Thofe  who  returnnl  to  the  colimy  with  a  profit 
of  fix  or  feven  hundred  per  cent,  were  not  always 
on  that  account  more  ufoful  members,  as  they  gavo- 
themfelves  «ip  to  the  greatell  excel&s,  and  b^ 
their  example  produced  in  others  a  diOike  to  atten- 
tion and  induftry.  Their  fortunes  were  difUpsted 
as  fuddenly  as  riiey  were  amaffed  j  like  thoCti 
moving  mountains  which  a  whirlwind  raifes  and 
deAroys  at  once,  on  the  fandy  plains  of  Africa. 
Moft  of  thefe  travelling  tradeps,  exhaulled  with 
the  exceflive  fatigues  which  their  avarice  prompted 
them  to  undergo,  $nd  the  licentiottfriels  of  a  wan- 
dering and  dilTolutc  life,  dragged  on  a  prema- 
ture old  agb  in  indigence  and  infamy.  The 
government  took  cognizance  of  thefe  irpegula" 
rities,  and  changed  the  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
fur  trade. 

'  The  French  had  for  a  long  time  been  inceP 
fantly  employed  in  ere<fting  a  number  of  forts, 
which  were  thought  neceflary  for  the  prefervation 
and  aggrandizement  of  their  fettlements  In  North 
America.    Thofc  built  on  the  welt  and  fouth  of 

the 
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■  ^^  *  the  tint  St.  Lawrence  were  large  and  ftrong, 
■M-  . '  r  and  were  iocended  to  reftrun  the  ambition  of  the 
Eog^iih.  ThoTe  which  were  conftraded  on  the 
fereral  likei,  io  the  moft  important  pofitionsi 
formed  a  chain  «4itch  extended  northward  to  the 
dtftance  of  a  thoufaod  leagues  from  Quebec  i  but 
tbcjr  were  only  miferable  paltifadcs*  intended  to 
keep  the  Indians  tn  awe»  to  lecure  their  alliance, 
and  the  produce  of  their  chace.  There  was  a 
garrtfon  in  each,  more  or  lefs  numerous,  accord* 
ing  to  the  importance  of  the  pofl;,  and  of  the  ene- 
mies who  threatened  it.  It  was  thought  proper 
to  intruft  the  commandant  of  eadi  of  thefe  forts 
*  with  the  cxelufive  right  of  buying  and  felling  in 
the  whole  diftriA  under  his  dominion.  This  pri-> 
Tilege  was  purchafed  i  but  as  it  was  always  ad- 
taotageous*  and  fomedmes  was  the  means  of  ac-^ 
quiring  a  conBderable  fortune^  it  was  only  grant* 
ed  to  officers  that  were  moft  in  favoun  If  any 
of  thefe  had  not  a  ftock  fufficient  for  the  under- 
caking,  he  could  eafily  prevail  with  fome  monied 
'  men  to  join  with  him.  It  was  pretended  that  this 
fyftem,  far  from  being  detrimen'tal  to  the  fervice^ 
was  a  means  of  promoting  it,  as  it  obliged  thie 
military  men  to  keep  up  more  conftant  connec- 
tions with  the  natives,  to  watch  their  motions^ 
«nd  to  negleft  nothing  that  could  fecure  their 
friendlhip.  It  was  not  forefeen,  or  at  leaft  pre^ 
tended  not  to  be  fo  by  any,  that  fuch  an 'arrange- 
ment muft  neceflarily  prevail  over  every  prin-* 
ciple,  except  that  of  intcreft,  and  would  be  a 
fouice  of  perpetual  oppreOwn, 
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This  tyranny,  wiu^h  fo9n  feccamc.  unirerfal,  "  o  o  k 
was  fererdy  felc  at  Frootenac,  at  Niagara,  and  y,. ,' ,.jJ 
at  Toronto.  The  farmers  of  thofe  three  forts, 
making  an  ill  ufc  of  their  raEcIufire  prjvijege,  fee 
fo  low '  a  value  upoa  the  merchandize  that  was 
brought  them>  and  rai^d  their  owii  fp  high,  that 
by  degrees  the  Indi44;is,  in.ftead  of  topping  tjicre, 
'  reforted  in  great  munb^r^  to  ChouagtKn,  on  the 
lake  Ontario,  where  the  EogJifli  traded  with 
them  upon  more  advantageoi^  terms.  .  The 
French  court,  alarn:ied  at  the  accqmic  of  thefe 
new  conpedions,  found  n[ieans  to  weaken  ichooi, 
by  taking  the  trade  of  thefe  three  pofts  into  thdr 
own  hands,  and  treating  the  Ijodians  fiill  better 
than  they  were  treated  by  their  rivals  the  Engiifh. 

Iv  confequea<ce  of  this  flep,  the  refufe  of  all 
thoft  fiirs  that  were  nM  faleable  became  the  folc  ' 
property  of  the  king  t  and  all  the  flcins  of  thofe 
befits  that  were  killed  in  fummer  aad  autunsn 
vere  readily  given  him }  in  a  word,  all  the  moft 
ordinary  furs,  the  chinneft,  and  moft  calily  fpoil- 
cd,  were  referved  for  the  king.  AH  thefe  da- 
gaaged  furs*  bou^c  without  examination,  were 
^i^fly  depolitcd  m  warchoufes,  jind  eaten  up 
^y  the  mo^.  Ac  the  proper  fealbn  for  fending 
^fm  to  Quebec,  they  were  put  into  boats,  and 
itf%  CO  the  difcretion  of  foldiers,  paiTengers,  and 
vrat«rmen,  who,  having  had  no  concern  in  thofo 
CQOUf^itics,  did  not  take  the  leaft  care  to  keep 
(hem  dry.  When  they  came  into  the  hands  of 
the  mtnagers  of  the  colony,  they  were  fold  for  one 
half  of  the  fmaU  value  they  bad>    Thus  the  re^ 

Vol.  VI.  LI  turn* 


.i.zed  I!,  Google 


51+  HISTORY  OF  SETTLBMENTS  AND  TRADE 

*  XV*  *^  *"™'  ''*''*  rather  lefs  than  the  fums  advanced  by 
■t__  the  government  in  fuporc  of  thts  lofing  trade. 

But  though  this  trade  was  of  no  confequcncc 
to  the  king,  it  is  ftill  a  matter  of  dotibc  if  it  were 
advantageous  to  the  Indians,  though  gold  and 
filver  were  not  the,  dangerous  medium  of  their 
traffic.  They  receivcdj  indeed,  in  exchange  fo; 
their  furs,  faws,  knives^  hatchets^  kettles,  fil^- 
hooks,-  needles,  thread,  ordinary  Hnen,  and  coarit 
woollen  ftuffsi  all  which  may  be  confidcrcd  a 
the  means  or  pledges  of  intercourfc  with  them. 
But  articles  were  likewlfe  fold  them  chat  wocld 
hare  proved  prejudicial  to  them,  even  as  a  gif; 
or  a  prefcnt }  fuch  as  guns,  powder  and  fliot,  tv 
baccO}  and  efpeciatty  brandy. 

This  Hquorj  the  moft  fatal  prefenc  the  Old 
World  ever  made  to  the  New,  was  no  foonw 
know'n  to  the  favages,  than  they  grew  pafljon- 
ately  fdhd  of  it.  It  was  equally  titipollible  fot 
them  to  abftain  from  it,  or  to  ufe  it  with  liioden- 
tion.  It  was  foon  obferved  that  it  difturbed  their 
domeftic  peace,  deprived  them  of  their  judgment, 
and  made  them  furious  ;  and  that  ic  occafionci 
huJbands,  wives,  children,  brothers,  and  Men, 
to  abufe  and  quarrel  with  one  another.  In  vain 
did  fome  worthy  Frenchmen  cxpoftulate  with 
them,  and  endeavour  to  make  them  aDiamcdof 
'  thefe  exccffes.     It  is  you,  anfwered  they,  wb 

have  taught  us  to  drinlf  this  liquor  -,  arvd  now  n 
cannot  do  without  it,  !f  you  refufc-to  give  it  w, 
we  will  apply  to  the  Englifh.  You  have  dont 
the  tntfchie^  and  it  adnuts  not  of  a  remedy. 

'  ■  ■  9  '      Thi 
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Th£  court  of  France,  upon  receiving  contra- 
di£^ory  informarion  with  refpedt  to  the  diforders  ' 
qccafioned  by  this  pernicious  tradcj  hath  alter- 
nately prohibited,  tolerated,  and  authorized  it, 
according  to  the  light  in  which  it  was  reprefemed 
to  the  mimllry.  Noltrithftanding  a)l  tbcfc  rati-' 
ous  alterations,  the  intereft  of  the  merchants  was 
nearly  the  fame.  The  fate  of  brandy  was  ftldom 
djicreafed.  It  was,  however,  confidered  by  judi- 
cious people,  as  the  principal  caufc  of  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  human  race,  and  confequcntly  that 
of  the  flcins  of  beaftsj  a  diminution  which  be- 
came every  day  more  evident. 
^  This  decline  of  the  fur  trade  was  not  yet  fi>  rc- 
iTiarkable  as  it  has  been  fince,  when  the  promotion 
of  the  duke  of  Anjou  to  the  throne  x>(  Charles  V. 
fpread  an  alarm  over  all  Europe,  and  plunged  it 
once  more  into  the  horrors  of  a  general  war.  The 
conflagration  extended  beyond  the  feas,  and  was 
advancing  even  to  Canada^  had  not  the  Iroquois 
put  a  ftop  to  it.  The  Englifli  and  French  had  long 
been  contending  to  fecure  an  alliance  with  that 
nation.  Thefe  marks  of  efteem  or  fear  had  fo  far 
increafed  their  natural  pride,  that  they  confidered 
themfelves  as  the  umpires  of  the  two  rival  nations, 
and  pretended  that  the  conduA  of  both  was  to  be 
regulated  by  their  intereft.  As  they  were  inclined 
to  peace  at  that  time,  they  haughtily  declared  that 
they  would  take  up  arms  Tigainft  either  of  the  two 
nations,  which  Ifaould  commence  hoftilities  againlt 
the  other.  This  refolution  was  favourable  to  the 
fituation  of  the  French  colony,  which  was  ill  pre- 
pared for  a  war,  and  expefled  no  afliftance  frona 
L 1  2   -  the 
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-■^^*  the  mother-countcjF.  The  people  of  New-YoA, 
i^-v^  on  the  comrary,  whofe  forces  were  .alretdy  cod- 
fiderable,  and  received  duly  reioforcemems, 
wilhed  to  prevail  upon  the  Iroquois  to  join  widi 
them.  Their  infinuidona»  prefentt^  and  ncgo- 
ciations  were,  however,  ioeffi^&ual  tilt  17091 
at  which  period  they  fueeeeded  in  feducing  four 
of  the  five  nations  j  and  their  troops,  nhid 
till  then  had  remgincd  ina&ive,  marched  urn, 
fuppMted  by  a  great  number  of  Indian  wii- 
riors. 

The  army  was  confidently  advancing  towarii 
the  center  of  Canada  with  the  greateft  probabihif 
of  fuccefs,  when  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Iroquaii, 
who  had  never  approved  of  their  proceedings 
plainly  faid  to  bis  people,  "  What  will  becomt 
**  of  us,  if  we  Ihould  fucceedin  driving  awa^dit 
"  French  ?"  Thefe  few  words,  uttered  withamff- 
terious  and  anxious  look,  immediately  recalled  d 
the  minds  of  all  the  people  their  former  (j&aa, 
which  was  to  keep  the  b^ance  even  between  it 
■  two  foreign  nations,  in  order  to  feeure  thcii  on 
independence.  They  inftaady  refolved  to  rtliih 
quifh  a  defign  they  had  been  too  precipitately  ci- 
gaged  in,  contrary  to  the  public  intercft;  but  s 
they  thought  it  would  be  {hamefiil  openly  toddm 
their  aflbciates,  they  imagined  that  fecret  cm- 
chery  might  ferve  the  purpofc  of  open  defeaiia 
The  ta^lcfs  favages,  the  virtuous  Spanans,  tbc 
religious  Hebrews,  the  wife  and  warlike  Gf«ti 
and  Ronunsj  all  people,  whether  civilized  or  m 
have  always  made  what  is  called  the  ri^I  of  U' 
pons  (gofift  (ithcr  in  cnift  or  violence 
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Tut  army  had  hahed  oh  (he  bafrifcs  6f'  allttle  ^%^.^ 
river  ta  wait  for  thtf  Artillery  and  aftimiioitioti.  ^^'v*'"^ 
The  Iroquois,  who  fpCnt  ch«A-  kiAir%  houl-s  ift 
hunting,  flayed  all  the  beaft^  they  caugltt>  ami 
threw  their  (kins  into  the  rivtrj  a  little  above  the 
camp.  The  waters  were  ^n  inft&Hd.  The' 
Engli(h>  who  had  noc  any  fufpicio'n  of  fuch  an 
inftance  of  crefthevy,  continued  ulAforturiat^Tf  10 
dlrhik  of -the  waters  that  were  thus  rendered  poi* 
fonoosj  in  cofrfcqoence  eif  which,  fiich  confidcr- 
ablc  numbers  of  them  immediately  died,  that  it 
became  neceflary  to  Arfpcnd-  the  military  ope- 
rations. 

A  STiLt  more  imminent  danger  threatened  the 
French  colony.  A  numerous  -fleet,  deftined 
againft  Quebec,  and  which  had  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  troops  on  board,  entered  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence the  following  year,  and  would  probably 
have  fucceeded,  had  it  reached  the  place  of  it's 
deftination.  But  the  rafbnefs  of  the  admiral, 
joined  to  the  violence  of  the  elements,  was  the 
caufe  of  it's  being  loft  in  the  pallage.  Thus  was 
Canada  at  once  delivered  from  it's  fears  both  by 
foa;  and  land,  and  had  the  glory  of  maintaining 
iilTelf  without  fuccours  and  without  lofs,  againft 
At  (trcDgth  and  policy  of  the  Englilh. 

France,  in  thti  mean  tinre,  which  for  forty  Fnoce  !■ 
years  had  ungly  withftood  the  combined  efforts 
of  all  Europe,  vanquilhed  or  repulfcd  all  the  na- 
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Jtingddms ;    Frwce,  wHph  had  at  that^  period 
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'  ®'^  ^  produced  as  many  great  men'  as  would  have  rert-. 

>«w'v'  *  dered  immortal  a  fcries  of  twenty  reigns,  and  un-i 
der  one  in  particular  had  fignalifed  herfelf  by  as 
many  great  afl:ioo6  as  might  have  raifed  the  glory 
of  twenty  different  nations>  was  then  upon  the 
point  of  crowning  all  her  glorious  fucceffes  by 
placing  a  branch  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  od  the 
throne  of  Spain.  She  had  then  fewer  enemies, 
anil  a  greater  number  of  alliesj  than  (he  ever  had 
■  in  the  reioft  ^rilli^nt  periods  pf  her  profpcrity. 
Every  thing  (roncurrcd  to  promife  her  an  eafy  fuc- 
ccfs,  a  fpeedy  and  dccifive  fuperiority. 

It  was  not  fortune,  but  nature  itfelf,  that 
changed  her  dcftmy.  Proud  god  fiourifting  un- 
der a  Jting  endowed  with  thp  gr4Ces  and  vigour 
of  youth,  after  having  rifcn  with  hjm  through  the 
fcveral  degrees  of  glory  anc}  grandeur,  Ihe  Tank 
with  him  through  all  the  periods  of  decay  incident 
to  human  nature.  The  fpirit  of  bigotry,  which 
had  been  intfod^icpd  into  the  court  by  an  ambi-< 
ttoos  woman,  determined  the  choice  of  miflifters, 
gpnerals,  and  governors  j  and  this  choice  nyas  al, 
ways  blind  and  upfortonate.  Kings,  who,  like 
other  men,  have  recourfe  to  heayen  when  they 
are  ready  to  quit  tlie  earth,  fccm  ia  their  old 
age  to  feck  for  a  new  fet  of  flatterers,  who  footh 
them  with  hopes,  at  the  time  when  all  realities 
are  difappearing.  Ifis  at  this  time  that  hypo^ 
crify,  always  ready  to  aVajl  itfelf  of  the  firft  apd 
fecond  childhood  of  life,  awakens  in  the  mind  of 
princes  the  ideas  that  had  been  early  implantetj 
in  it  i  andj  under  pretence  of  guiding  him  to  the 
.  fl[)ly  happinefs  thaj  rcmajtjs  for  him,  aflumes  an 
/  abfolutc 
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Sbfolutc  empire  over  his  will.  But  as  this  "  ^v*  *^ 
Jaftage,  as  well  as  the  firft,  is  a  ftatc  of  weakncfs,  <-— v**-* 
a  continu^'  floftuacion  muft,  therefore,  prevail 
in  the  goVeriimenti  Cabals  grow  more  violent' 
and  more  powerful  than  ever  j  the  expeftations 
of  intriguing  men  are  taifed,  and  merit  is  Icfs  re- 
warded; men  of  fuperior  talents  are  afraid  to 
make  themfelves  knoftf'nj  folicitatipns  of  every 
kind  are  ^ulti|}lied  >  places  are  cafually  beftowcd 
upon  men  all'equally  unfit  to  fill  them,  and 
yet  prefumptuous  enough  tp  think  they  dcfervc 
them  J  men  who  rate  the  feftimation  of  ihem- 
felves  by  the  contempt  they  eprmain  for  otheK;  , 
*rhe  hation  then  lofcfi  it's  ftrcngth,  with  it's  coflfi- 
dence,  and  every  thing  is  carried  on  with  ths  fame 
fpirit  it  was  undertaken  i  that  is^  witliout  deiignj 
vigour,  or  prodencci 

To  raife  a  country  from  a  ftate  ot  barbarlfmi 
to  maiotain  it  in  the  height  of  it's  glory,  and  to 
check  the  rapidity  of  it"'s  decline,  are  threfi  objefts 
very  difficult  to  accomplilh ;  but  the  lad  is  certainly 
the  mod  arduous  talk  of  them  all,  A  nation  rifea 
out  of  barbarifm  by  fudden  efforts  exerted  at  in* 
tcrvals  i  it  fupports  itfelf  at  the  fummit  of  it's  pro* 
iperity  by  the  powers  it  has  acquired)  it  declines 
in  confequence  of  an  univcrfal  languor,  which  has 
been  brought  on  by  almoft  imperceptible  grada- 
tions. Barbarous  nations  require  a  long-concinued 
reign i  but  fhort  reigns  are  bell  calculated  to  main- 
tain a  ftate  in  it's  pfofperity.  But  the  long  dotage 
of  a  declining  monarch  lays  the  foundation  of  evils 
for  his  fuccelTor,  which  it  is  almofl  impoiTible  ta' 
remedy. 

Such 
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S  oo  K  Such  was  the  latcer  part  of  the  reign  of  Lni 
XIV*  After  a  feries  of  defeats  and  mortib 
tions,  he  was  ft'iU  happy  that  he  could  purclii^ 
peace  by  facrifices  which  made  his  humiliatio! 
evident.  But  he  feemed  to  wiih  to  conceal  M 
iacrifices  from  his  people,  by  making  them  ctiti 
beyond  fea.  It  is  c^fy  to  judge  how  much  h 
pride  muft  bare  fufferedj  in  giving  up  to  the£jic 
Ulh  Hudfon's  Bay,  Newfoundland,  ,and  Audi; 
three  pofleOioas,  which,  together  with  Canul^ 
fpnned  that  immenfe  traft  of  country  know'o  In 
the  glorious  name  of  New  France.  We  (hall  h 
in  the  next  bpok  by  what  means  this  power,  ic- 
fnjfiomed  to  conqucft,  endeavoured  to  repair  ii'i 
WTca. 
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